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SELECT COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE PRACTICAL PROBLEMS
AND DIFFICULTIES THAT HAVE ARISEN IN RELATION TO
ENHANCING THE RANK IN THE EASE OF DOING BUSINESS

INDEX IN SRI LANKA AND MAKE ITS PROPOSALS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS : NOMINATION OF MEMBERS
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(The Hon. Speaker)

& Com0ed Dxwmd swy Bled® clamed 2ow QveE
500 8OITVews w5 B #B HowsdBm ©OE W
cEmOmn gdnems BB, § BEACO Bw owddzn wo
Bbedn 928ux RBZOO O 8Bed®xin Bede mdm
wed oddw B&hs ©d BB 810 Dmmed Owmed
s BIDewnsl gnd On wewsl OFOSwsy ©B8sT o
WO ¢ DO 8Eed®InDD (530 W OTend.

©01 »8BY gOR Owmo
@0 &. @0OBIE @8 Oy
©01 BB a5y0 ueBanm woso Onmo

320

@0 AEOE0® BB Onmo

@S @O Gd®SE Swmo

®0 O8sTec BeBBT Owmo

O DG Bumed @wmn

@07 8380 ©8B@azTy Owmmo

O DIED DN e2IDede®mId) Ownmn
®0 @I BE QBOEVD VIS w

6 CED D& en @16 wmn

eBxtes®
LD&B)| & % 61T
PETITIONS

©C D86 DB Swmo

(oressryfl@ sugdly oGusuigerr)

(The Hon. Wajira Abeywardana)
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Petition ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Plantation

Industries and Minister of Industries)
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [14th
November]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time." - [ The Hon. Ranil
Wickremesinghe]

Question again proposed.

[3.20. 10.08]
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Prime Minister and

Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial

Councils and Local Government)
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The policy measures proposed in the Budget, 2023
include key reforms in the spheres of external trade and
investment, addressing issues in the land and labour
sectors as well as increasing Government revenue,
expenditure = management, State-owned enterprise
reforms, public sector reforms, debt management, new
introductions to the financial sector and social welfare.
(Budget Speech, Secs. 5-17,27-49.)

We are discussing this Budget at a time when many
things of significant importance are in their final stages,
Hon. Speaker: the IMF assistance and the response and
support of the multilateral and bilateral agencies involved
in the debt restructuring process and of our friendly
countries such as the USA, India, China, Japan and the
European Community. They are clear on their assistance.

We are also witnessing most welcome gradual
changes taking place, bringing about a consolatory
atmosphere for the people of this country who were
exposed to extreme hardships. =0 ¢@nm me eonBE;
28 20pm ovume Gnd, w PBWO eud Jed B
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Therefore, we should consider it a positive sign that we
are moving in the right direction. B8edn dev® 538
B Bemdr 50, & Sod Smw ¢@nm om0 g¢ S0
eOsY®y Wy 8Bwas.

Hon. Speaker, I would like to bring to the attention of
this House that, as I spelled out earlier, with this Budget,
the Hon. President and Minister of Finance has called for
the need to start a new journey. We all should support
him to start that new journey. That is the most important
thing. He emphasized very clearly that the open economy
adopted in 1977 is not a success today. He further
emphasized that the monopolized State sector is not a
success story. Therefore, he has introduced restructuring
and reforms in order to move forward. To the present
circumstances as well as what is happening across the
world, Sri Lanka has to give its attention.

During the Budget Speech, he referred to our principal
sources of income: the plantation sector, the free-trade
zones, the garment industry, tourism and foreign
employment. He also drew our attention to our failure to
secure new large-scale foreign income-generating
opportunities.
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We also have to admit that we have failed to optimize
the productivity in most of these areas, as I mentioned
before. As a result, with the current pressure on our
economy due to several hard-hitting factors like the
unbearable debt burden and the resulting difficulty of
mobilizing external assistance as desired, we are
compelled to look inwards and develop the existing
poorly serving income sources as a priority.

There is no doubt that if we could venture into new
areas in keeping with the global trends smoothly, that
would be the most desirable thing to do. But, the
obstacles we are facing in stepping into new areas due to

our present economic conditions have to be borne in
mind.

Sir, turning inwards to give the required impetus to
our existing production lines should take priority. More
funds should flow into those areas. Agriculture, non-
productive land resources, defunct or declining essential
industries have to be provided with capital and
entrepreneurship, introducing better administrative
strategies and with relaxation of outdated laws which
stand as impediments for their revival, as proposed by the
President. All that will receive priority under this Budget.

Sir, the focus on promoting the productivity of
unutilized State lands held by the LRC, the SPC, other
State institutions and under Divisional Secretaries is a
welcome move, expanding the National Land Reform
Policy and ensuring food security. (Budget Speech, 2023,
Secs. 12, 13 and 32.)

00 gmvO@s e¢ws. ¢od Jed 9R® 9EED YLD
& wew 9f® Bewed BEOD ewd ¢ 0 »BwImcd, dEed
OCR®H WDHWO VI YoudsHBd emnens) &Fwd ¢® &b
CBe 0wz’ 9O «€ ESm Hw @owemO ewig
B0 0® g D18 eCITEBY ewddmn WS Bedmda. &
BB & wewsd wmoeg, release of unutilized land for
productive use will also create new labour and youth
entrepreneurship in farming will attract new capital. e®z
288m Bwo®ed Om eFnn, gwssImcd ged 600 me
OB, & wew 0® gw O eCImewrs’ @bns oy WS
Bedmrydr. @@DE 83 mOemssIO W IO & Hwo
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©8®®, § Como Goess DBE 80oed0d Wo JeBwWO gwr, YRy
aB3B0:8m® Beadm ©8 o o € WEW ICBTIHO
Boemw mS Bedmrdr. OB 9850 Bomen ot yodsy
B® Ced grnone edNedE ©BIH B¢ Di1cOo® Bwddn
B @ B DOGHGSIO M WBIOBTO HOB @ud
300ned 0® OB s e¢riey Beasles’. & wew §
B HeodndcO aeBsy Blewsiny ewlddsn B3O o1
@ @0 BRBOTD Om. (gwedie mO 2023: gom 64-
66)
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Onm @B, 088 Wedped yowddmwd emnonxizn BweE
0O BERED BD genoldms 9Bn® Dibmdn wwe »E
DO. q¢ ¢ & DoEmd woedthmded Bedmd. Y e
BEO 010 BEeDegmD vy Mo 5y “nluBne ed®
O GONBG @ 00 ® EED®, HB® B
PO 880EmBmI6 WO EEe®THED BYewdvrd §EED
3DENed, w® wEEed®sin ©B0dern® »esY
Bewlsmn m0D) 0m0MedE BHOehesIO ©1 BIDDBTO
& DD A 8O wew g E g VBID B ¢8 E
8300. Collectively, they will push this country into a
new economic frontier, mainly based on food production
and export-oriented farming and fishing.

The new institution proposed to be created by the
amalgamation of the BOI and the EDB for investment
promotion could implement this at the national level.
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(Budget Speech 2023, Secs. 5, 10.) e® @wnz O(&-
OBews’ BAIO eDmDO Om Bwomd unmwes OO dw
s8o8nme BB wev »OWnH WO Beadmdr. & sgBw ¢
5008m 3050 adm8ed yusiey demnew # OB
NRBOVHDO @ em. One-stop clearing centre Ozl
20@s8. Both the BOI and the EDB have failed to
expedite the process; they delay and drag it. We need
investors to come in, start investing and move on. ©®»
ecoten® gu BEosion ecw. & wew e BwdBremO
g0BGen DO ewltsn S Beadmdl. dw ¢ IWO Hwidem
»0g.

Even with regard to the Proposal to develop our
mineral resource base for more income generation, we
have to pay attention to the possibilities of addressing the
highly potential areas with more appeal and quick income
generation chances. Our gemstone and jewellery industry
is a good target for this. We have to open the gates for the
free inward flow of precious and semi-precious stones.
There, we can use our highly skilled youth and human
resource for processing the produce and for value addition
to bring in foreign exchange. e®w g @¢dgdx v3wd
B0am DT BBy @l wdSmed wI®yaiim @gdy M
38 o mOmD. B, e @i wSwd e® Wedyw
BEBT Broe Bedn BBOw y@rmunw b ens ®OOD B
20 a8 »Po BEusImd. & wewr g8 o® owd®znd
QB BOFO ot ®m wSE.

We can make Sri Lanka a central hub for these
products without any investment because our gem
merchants, Sir, are already engaged in entrepreneurial
activities outside the country. eed ©&x »E@isIne
eI BHwdEwemO ©iddmme WS OO0 ooy
eud€ed aEs @¢0dgd @® gu O1w eCamews’ Bban WS
BedmO.

We have been talking about digitalization and have
committed large sums directly as well as indirectly
through our State-owned enterprises. There are several
examples we can emulate from our neighbours
themselves. They have moved forward in fast strides
before us. ®6; ®>ONEDHOB, OO BO D IS IO
On WO @BB. @@m @m0 BOERD PBIewWD WS Bed™
e¢wsl. Just to quote one example to elaborate this trend,
on a particular day of the year in India, the cow, which is
treated by them as a sacred animal, is washed, decorated,
garlanded and sent around the neighbourhood with a tin
hanging from its neck for the households to make
contributory donation for a good cause. Now, those days
are gone. The cow so decorated, now, goes around with a
tag affixed to one of its ears and the neighbours swipe
their digital cards on that tag, donating the amounts of
their wish. This is done by billions of people in India.
This explains where we are and where we could reach.
Nothing is impossible. e®w 5®8 938wd essIH® ®»Em
@wdd eudfw. @8 ndOE & wews gy ® B8 Y& S ¢
B & Bednw o 98sy mmdm ewldrznd acs
eud@um @B S, & wew g8 OedY. oo
DONGDROB, g5t @ OO gXenE o, digital
facilities were used by Hon. Prime Minister Modi to
transfer allowances worth billions of rupees to farmers, to

their own homes; billions of rupees were transferred to
billions across the country. @=0 »2@®= d@ =6 © B3O
8®a¢ OO, Do &8 & Beadmrdo.

I wish to add a rider to the comments about the
attribution of usurping into entrepreneurship by the State,
establishing some of the SOEs. None of them were set up
to kill the competitors or the markets, but essentially to
provide services to the society at large. But,
unfortunately, this creditable motive apart, bad
management, undue political interference and poor
monitoring led those to become a failure. When we look
at their performance during their early stage, we see a
different picture: they were serving the people and were
running profitably. The position they have fallen into
today is not due to lack of business or any other external
factors, but due to mismanagement and the failure of the
professional management of those institutions. Therefore,
the need for restructuring those has arisen in such a
background. Although it is not yet very late to address the
realities of the cause of this debacle, the prevailing
economic conditions force us to take immediate steps;
there is no time to waste. But, we, as a Government, are
committed to safeguard the public interests associated
with those SOEs. Therefore, it is necessary to exercise a
degree of restraint and caution in subjecting this process
to criticism based only on political convictions or any
other vicious motives, trying to attribute uncreditable
motives. If we are desirous of moving forward to
overcome the current difficulties, we have to agree to
accept the best possible options available.

Further strengthening this position, the Hon.
President, as the Minister of Finance, proposed in the
Budget the restructuring of SOEs, stating that “All the
revenue from this will be deposited as the untouchable
resource for the nation in reserves of our country." &=
Beso g0 00 cdnEHmO HBO0 8¢ 8 BedmrDr. e®ds amnsd
SriLankan Airlines - UL - @® ounddE edpned giom
o BBsGE, § Como 00em® wnma, § Com
O 8908300 OB Grwnsy BBBwW 0@Vede mH® WS
Bedm. (gudie %0 2023, gom 41.2) 86 sved
O¥B0cs ©® w@adsiDews’ @ Owm Omew ©O&.
While being in the Opposition also, I never opposed the
restructuring of the UL because it is the biggest burden
the country has been carrying. We have to have feeder
airlines; we have to have an open sky policy, which I
proposed even being in the Opposition.
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@0y m0 Bedm»d. The Government proposes a Rs.
43,000 million expenditure on Social Safety Net
Programme. In addition, Rs. 250 million would be
allocated for the strengthening of the elders, the disabled
and the low-income earners economically, making them
household entrepreneurs. (Budget Speech 2023, Sec. 46;
Annexure I1T) Sri Lanka has been facing this crisis during
the past three years. ©® Ben 0@ gw O eComed BB
N B WIOTE BRBednd BosIey Wi &
O 0® dw Dewsl @ WO Bedmrdr. g O1w
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Beasies? ®od g@imseewd®. Sir, | would like this
document which gives Budget allocations for 2023 to be
included* in Hansard.
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Our tax policies have been molded to address that. It
is inevitable that in this process, a number of persons who
were not within the tax net and some others enjoying the
benefits of a lower tax bracket under the progressive tax
system that is in operation will have to adjust to this crisis
with a little more sacrifice that the society is demanding,
where we seek the the cooperation and contribution of all.

I also thank the Hon. President and Minister of
Finance for accommodating to resolve some matters that
came up during my short tenure as Minister of Education.
I remember that the Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva,
Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation and I made a
pledge to set up a Medical Faculty in the Uva-Wellassa
University in the coming year. (Budget Speech 2023,
Sec. 25) That has been accommodated in this Budget.
The long-debated Quality Assurance and Accreditation
Board for the standardization of higher education
institutions and universities has also been accepted.
(Budget Speech 2023, Sec. 23) And also, we have
accommodated, without any pruning or reduction, the
revised salaries of 250,000 teachers granted a few months
ago, addressing the anomalies. e® A6 ¢heovs), BBO=
2enIB W0 0® VOB PELIND WD S, YEB I G
BHDHOC BFBOWsT BENCD B D gdeaTRewsy Gd
DEETD BeE O® 9EE 8350,

The President has also introduced a credit
management monitoring unit for the banks. Especially,
the two major State banks will transfer their asset/debt
management, the billions of rupees overdue through
loans, to that management unit. Thereby, the State banks
will be able to raise their heads, operate on their own,
helping other development programmes and the society:
the entrepreneur class engaged in industries and those
who would be involved in the new production areas and
the new economic zones to be set up in the Western
Province, the North-Western Province, Hambantota,
Trincomalee and in other foreign investment areas that
have been proposed. (Budget Speech, sec. 6)

* 20O gOemed 8¢ I .
* o swgulleaflpysluilsv Hrii Bersnsgy.
* Produced at end of speech.
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is why we have embarked on a national food security drive
in the 14,000 GN Divisions in the 330 DS Divisions in all
the 25 districts. (Budget Speech 2023, Sec. 32) e®w ened
80 ¢cmen ¢, DOBS 8O mnewmBJ (W Hwor®m
BBe®sY Bodn b ®O=Y OB gl A6 3O gvTIHIeS
988 W6 0o g¥dsY WOweend8n B8O W DS Wednwd
20BREen OO yO s ewldsn 008 gw Dw ©8sT @3wus
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OBE), ®S DOBNBDROA.
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2088e®@sInd ByoiDr #e®8m OWwr Emnced Died
85¥cw Busisy BeE dn®r BOD. ©d @de n&s ¢ BED
O5IBn@0 ©d8c. There is no provision in our
Constitution to have a midterm election. Under the US
Constitution, it is the practice - my good Friend, the Hon.
Eran Wickramaratne, would agree with me - to have
midterm elections to select the House of Representatives
as well as one-third of the Senate. But, there is no
provision in our Constitution to have a midterm election,
as mentioned by the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva.
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we are eight billion human beings on earth now. It took
only 11 years for the population to grow from seven
billion to eight billion. It will take a time span of under 10
years to become nine billion. This naturally speaks of the
growing human demand especially for water, food and
land. Just as much the world is limited with land, so are
we in Sri Lanka. Nevertheless, if we wisely use the timely
rain we are blessed with - & B8 @8 Bnc Busles,
"odedd Ddun meEn" Beeo - utilizing our fertile land,
Sri Lanka should be able to achieve food security for its
people. Remember once again, that now, India has the
largest human population a single nation has. South Asia
has 2 billion people, of which 40 per cent are under 40
years. Therefore, the demand for food, water and land
will grow further. That is why the Hon. President
proposes this future we plan for the new generation. Let
us think of the new generation and give them the
necessary resources to develop the country to face the
new challenges. ©00y5¢8m eddE mG ®8sT god mEw
OB erzumC bty cwd § of o 0O wcw o®
BdEwd wwewdns e¢simy BeE 999 AWy o®
230e0ed8 @ 9FE) 83O,

As a nation, a surplus of produce is essential to ensure
food security and that is one area which we will have to
concentrate on as we move on. The second area is the
export of our products. New gates have to be opened for
exports. The fisheries sector is an untouched area, as the
Hon. Minister of Finance mentioned. The entrepreneur
class among the youth who are interested in getting into
the gem industry and other new industries have to be
supported and that is included in Budget Proposals.
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Budget Allocation for 2023

Ministry of Public
Administration,

__Home Affairs,
Provincial |

Councils and

Other Ministries ,
850,431,600,000 _

Local
Government,
856,254,600,000
Ministry of
Education,

232,000,000,000

Ministry of
Health,

321,999,998,090 s
i
Transport and Ministry of I S
Highways, : Defence,
372,643,000,000

.410,090,000,000
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne. You have 29
minutes.
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka. You have
13 minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Nalaka Bandara
Kottegoda. You have 14 minutes.
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Thank you very much, Chair. I have been given the
privilege of winding up today’s Debate, and thank you for
the time given. Before the former speaker leaves, I have
to respond to him.
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It being 5.30 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood

adjourned.
Debate to be resumed on Thursday, 17th November, 2022.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.55 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on

Thursday, 17th November, 2022, pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 10th November, 2022.
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