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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER
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Sectoral Oversight Committee on Religious Affairs and Co-
Existence

The Hon. Janaka Bandara Thennakoon

The Hon. Nimal Lanza

The Hon. H. Nandasena

The Hon. Ali Sabri Raheem

The Hon. Upul Mahendra Rajapaksha

The Hon. M. Rameshwaran

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Reconciliation and National
Unity

The Hon. A. L. M. Athaullah

The Hon. Kulasingam Dhileeban

The Hon. Isuru Dodangoda

The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law

The Hon. Chinthaka Amal Mayadunna

The Hon. ( Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe

Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Security

The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa

The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera

The Hon. Sampath Athukorala

The Hon. U. K. Sumith Udukumbura

The Hon. (Dr.) (Major) Pradeep Undugoda
The Hon. (Major) Sudarshana Denipitiya

Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Economic and
Physical Plans

The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage

The Hon. Wimalaweera Dissanayake

The Hon. Dhammika Perera

The Hon. Sudath Manjula

The Hon. Nipuna Ranawaka

The Hon. Gunathilaka Rajapaksha

The Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara

Sectoral Oversight Committee on International Relations

The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, Attorney-at-Law
The Hon. S. M. M. Muszhaaraff

The Hon. Akila Ellawala

The Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene

The Hon. Sagara Kariyawasam, Attorney-at-Law
The Hon. Yadamini Gunawardena

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Increasing Export of Goods
and Services

The Hon. Johnston Fernando

The Hon. Nimal Lanza

The Hon. Sampath Athukorala

The Hon. Karunadasa Kodithuwakku

The Hon. Udayakantha Gunathilaka

The Hon. (Major) Sudarshana Denipitiya

The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Alleviating the Impact of
the Economic Crisis

The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake

The Hon. Dhammika Perera

The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman

The Hon. (Dr.) Gayashan Nawananda

The Hon. M. W. D. Sahan Pradeep Withana

The Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Energy and Transport
The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, Attorney-at-Law
The Hon. Gamini Lokuge

The Hon. U. K. Sumith Udukumbura
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The Hon. Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda
The Hon. Udayakantha Gunathilaka
The Hon. Kumarasiri Rathnayaka
The Hon. Yadamini Gunawardena

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Food Security and
Agriculture

The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa
The Hon. S. M. Chandrasena
The Hon. Kapila Athukorala
The Hon. Milan Jayathilake
The Hon. Sudath Manjula
The Hon. D. Weerasingha

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Environment, Natural
Resources and Sustainable Development

The Hon. C. B. Rathnayake

The Hon. Akila Ellawala

The Hon. Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda
The Hon. H. Nandasena

The Hon. Ali Sabri Raheem

The Hon. Upul Mahendra Rajapaksha

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education

The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake

The Hon. Wimalaweera Dissanayake
The Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna

The Hon. Kulasingam Dhileeban

The Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha Prishanthi
The Hon. Chinthaka Amal Mayadunna
The Hon. (Mrs.) Manjula Dissanayake

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Foreign Employment and
Labour

The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage

The Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana

The Hon. Kapila Athukorala

The Hon. Milan Jayathilake

The Hon. M. W. D. Sahan Pradeep Withana

The Hon. Samanpriya Herath

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Just and Law-abiding
Society

The Hon. John Seneviratne

The Hon. Wajira Abeywardana

The Hon. Janaka Bandara Thennakoon

The Hon. Thisakutti Arachchi

The Hon. Isuru Dodangoda

The Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney-at-Law

The Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe, PC

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Health
The Hon. (Dr.) Gayashan Nawananda

The Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi
The Hon. Kumarasiri Rathnayaka

The Hon. M. Rameshwaran

The Hon. Samanpriya Herath

The Hon. Lalith Varna Kumara

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Children, Women and
Gender

The Hon. Karunadasa Kodithuwakku

The Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha Prishanthi

The Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe

The Hon. D. Weerasingha

The Hon. (Mrs.) Manjula Dissanayake

The Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Media, Youth, Heritage and
New Citizen

The Hon. S. M. M. Muszhaaraff

The Hon. Jayantha Ketagoda

The Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna

The Hon. Nipuna Ranawaka

The Hon. Lalith Varna Kumara

The Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama
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117. Sectoral Oversight Committee on An Open and Accountable
Government
The Hon. John Seneviratne
The Hon. Wajira Abeywardana
The Hon. (Dr.) (Major) Pradeep Undugoda
The Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi
The Hon. Gunathilaka Rajapaksha
The Hon. Marjan Faleel
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of

Parliament)
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Ordered that the Reports be printed.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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want to make mention of the main component, Section 2, of
the Executive Summary of "The Committee on Public
Finance Report on the 2023 Budget - Assessment of the
Fiscal, Financial and Economic Assumptions". o®®
DosIBw Do, e®ime, ged gw D1w 9l BOBEEO
cemEu 8@dTVews) nedd D ®»osTs . e®®
0085000 §E» @m0 Do OO BudsIm®.
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Sir, since the Hon. Prime Minister is also here, |
would like to quote the third paragraph of the Executive
Summary of this Report:

"Section 2 discusses the economic and financial assumptions
underlying Budget 2023 and the key risk factors associated with
these assumptions. The two main macroeconomic assumptions used
in the formulation of the Budget are real GDP growth and the
inflation rate. Real GDP growth rate for 2023 is assumed to be a
negative 3 per cent. Given the current economic crisis, achieving a
positive 5.7 percentage point change in real GDP growth from the
lowest growth of -8.7 per cent observed for the past several decades
may prove challenging. The COPF observes that possible downside
risks to the real GDP growth rate assumption can arise from GDP
sectoral forecasts and changes in aggregate demand. On the
production side, the industry sector is expected to record a subpar
performance, particularly given the weak global growth forecast
for 2023."

As you know the entire global growth forecast is
falling. It further states, I quote:

"On the demand side, contractionary monetary policy coupled
with tight fiscal policy is expected to dampen investment and
consumption, posing a risk to the economic recovery."

Here, what we are trying to point out, Sir, is that with
interest rates now at 36 per cent on the temporary
overdraft and leasing rate at about 40 per cent plus, it is
going to be extremely difficult for industrial sector to
grow. Then, it also goes on to state, I quote:

"On inflation, COPF is of the view that an annual average
inflation rate of 30 per cent assumed in the Budget 2023 is
plausible."

With regard to inflation, the assumption for this year,
Sir, is 30 per cent; ¢dQR®m»w Bwwd 30 ece »OB
comEeme WO Bedsiesy. a8 Bddws O E»
®C B BwEo. w®»S 80 O D& e eduiey yodsy.
5 28 Om ocwnl Onm BNV . CEVOBIG Bwwd
30 oc® yedd®mOm®w ®OD B B8, CuWEBHB HOB
Beso 508 DIROBI R D005 n) D5IesT, Dg COSIH
@00 cCVOmW Bwo Crean g yrems 8 O
BaEo.
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Then, the Report states, I quote;

“Although the latest data indicates a deceleration in inflation, global
inflationary pressures together with supply chain disruptions, will keep
inflation at elevated levels in 2023. This section also looks at other
assumptions such as the expected export growth and the profitability of the
financial sector underlying the budget estimates.

About Section 3, it states, I quote:

"Section 3 provides an analysis of the revenue and expenditure
estimates in the 2023 Budget and evaluates them against the
assumptions underlying these estimates and the policy measures
undertaken in the budget. Given that tax revenue increase in line
with nominal GDP growth, policy changes and improvements in tax
administration, revenue categories are assessed in terms of changes
attributed to nominal growth and changes attributed to policy
measures and better administration.”

So, what we are saying is that because the inflation is
so high, there is going to be a natural growth in your
revenue, but getting an additional revenue beyond
inflation is a question, given the falling growth rates we
are expecting.

The next point I want to highlight, Sir, is this.

“On the expenditure front, although the Budget 2023 maintains
recurrent expenditure at current levels, this is mainly driven by the
reduction in non-interest recurrent expenditure.”

What I am going to quote next is important.

“Against the backdrop of the economic crisis and high inflation,
it may be difficult to maintain certain categories of non-interest
recurrent expenditure such as salaries and wages at given levels in
2023. As interest payments are expected to rise considerably,
primarily on account of domestic borrowings, COPF is of the view
that there is a rollover risk associated with short-term domestic
borrowings given the current high yield rates on Treasury Bills. The
main risk associated with the foreign interest payment estimate is
that it is heavily reliant on the progress of debt restructuring
negotiations.”
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.

O @QWIzT eetd@8.w Bvm (GeE Goss ¢@rmsn®)

(oressryifl@ QFaprsr CFwdlbis - BIF EITeyThis SeHFEFT)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe - State Minister of Finance)
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that is the main reason why we cannot borrow for about
three months. There are so many speculations. People
speculate, some, unknowingly and some others,
knowingly. So, the moment you speculate, people would
not come and invest in bonds for over three months. Your
point is taken, but it is also the responsibility of
Parliament not to speculate on domestic debt, on which
we have not taken a decision yet.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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out, Hon. State Minister of Finance, that you have to make
sure that you act on your words, without uttering mere
words.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I thank the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha
de Silva, Chairman of the Committee on Public Finance,
for tabling the Report with their observations and making
comments on that. We will consider them, definitely.
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"I have pleasure in moving the Second Reading of the fourth
Appropriation Bill of the United Front Government led by Mrs.
Sirima Bandaranaike. I am presenting this Budget in an
international atmosphere charged with unmitigated inflation."
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"The world has been rocked by floating currencies,...."

Currencies float 8®.
"....spiralling prices.."
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".. and an unprecedented scarcity of essential foodstuffs."

@80 e0f 80; @CH GO GIdDE Buwws ¢ BO.

"Never has the world witnessed such a period of economic
instability."
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"This attitude is belied by the World Bank’s most recent
thinking. Or is it that the right hand (IMF) does not know what the
left hand (World Bank) is doing? "
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Sir, I would like to quote from the 14th Edition of
"Economics" by Lipsey and Chrystal.

"Microeconomics studies how and why basic resources are
transformed by producers into all the many goods and services that
modern consumers want."
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"Macroeconomics studies the amount of activity in the
economy as a whole and the role of governments in trying to
influence that activity."
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

RIN®O OBYS DD ecmrds BDeD @0 VIO
2586‘216@ @15@@3.

Next, the Hon. Jeevan Thondaman. You have eight
minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Imran Maharoof to the Chair?

O g8 sERNOES Owmn (8818 BEIRHBIOO Coxsxs
2@ ®)
(oreryiflg  Sjemin
@\ TTERThIS HEHLOEFFIT)
(The Hon. Anupa Pasqual - State Minister of Social
Empowerment)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Imran Maharoof do now

take the Chair.

uevGaled -  Fps ULl (Hewd

®5 e ®esIess’ Owmn
(oressrLyifl@ w@erT &Gewwrasir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

E8sY I8 wom @&
2 CLorBlESmi.
Seconded.

e E®esz 8, et @@ Ss.
aflsorr B HLILIL(B) eTDmIs CIBmeTemLiLIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

NGO ®©O BHBBEE HSPYFBoET @i HO
vy Guemewssy 9O Hewsy, ©o; 9®cisT ®NciS wmo
Eoes292038) Ses.

YIS,
B)rrFiorsllsssh

LomenTLiS)E FITRTI B WIS TIEL ST 60T

YUTHNT  YSBTTFIISHlTRY  YHVGe,

LOTERTLILOS QDT TSIT LOSYD LI YU 56T FEWEVEHLD 6U5] 55T T FB6.
Whereupon ~THE HON. SHANAKIYAN RAJAPUTHIRAN

RASAMANICKAM left the Chair, and THE HON. IMRAN

MAHAROOF took the Chair.

[1.07 p.m.]

®5; 8057 @20530@5T Dwmo
(orevorLifl@ efeuett G\gmressTL_LOT6HT)
(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)
&mif) Frevorid!

Hon. Presiding Member, first, I would like to clarify
to the House that I am not protesting against the
Government or any particular individual by being in this
black attire. I have already written to the Hon. Speaker,
the Chief Government Whip and the Chief Opposition
Whip that I am making a pilgrimage to Sabarimala and
that this would be the attire that is necessary for it.
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In his Budget Speech, the Hon. President was
referring to the reforms he proposes to bring to the
plantation industry. They are fine. But, I must tell the
President that unless and until you take the all important
human element - the plantation workers - into account,
you cannot bring any reform to that industry. So, that is
important.
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Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. IMRAN MAHAROOF left the Chair and
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera.
You have 26 minutes.
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(wrewryfl@ swrdP uGssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®G; Bendss 0% 88IsBn®)

(orerflg @wssaflsr Nrds sallFreri Hjsuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?

@O (88 BweudmS Owm

(wressryll@ swrdpP wGssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

D1de, ¢y B odoE denmd evnBwr 9y d5:.
@, @@ 80O o Heed Delimitation Commission
Om.

®O Bewdus 02 eswinBn®r

(oressryfl@ & wohseflsr LTls sallFreri oeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, that is not point of Order.

©C ¢ Sswedms Bwmo

(oressryfl@ swrdpP owGssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

©8, 98, [@sis BEO] e300 B, [@2id0 HEBO] Oed 5H®
DO,

@6 Berdss 0% 89sBn®)

(wrevrfl@ Gupsseflet Lrdls sallaFreri ojeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, let us not make this a
debate.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, thank you for the clarification. Hon.
Minister, please continue.
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you. Hon. Minister, please let us not make this
a debate. Please continue with the speech.
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(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, please wind up.
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(Hon. Members)
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(The Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, it is not a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera- Minister of Agriculture

and Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources

Conservation)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen. You
have nine minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Dilan Perera. You have 14 minutes.

[4.9. 3.02]
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below 5 per cent. So, even though the forecast or the
prediction of our President, as Minister of Finance, is for a 7
per cent growth, I do not think it is realistic. Looking at what
is happening on the ground and looking at the plans of the
Central Bank, we can say that you could never achieve that.
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O1DENO dzy; we need a new Constitution. I am very
happy to talk about a new Constitution when you are in
the Chair, Sir. We need a new Constitution so that it could
address not only the problems of the Sinhalese, the
Tamils and the Muslims, but also of the LGBTQ
community. Today, we are in a world where the LGBTQ
community is also getting all their rights. But, what are
we doing in Sri Lanka? We are looking down upon that

community. So, let us include the LGBTQ community
also as a community which has lost its rights. When
discussing about a new Constitution, let us see that all the
religions and all the communities, including the LGBTQ
community, get their rightful place in the society.
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280 ®»y" Bweo. That is wrong. Just as a man has a right
to his body, the woman must also have the same right to
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Manusha Nanayakkara. You
have 27 minutes.
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(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara- Minister of Labour and

Foreign Employment)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe to the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Plantation

Industries and Minister of Industries)

Sir,I propose that the Hon.Weerasumana Weerasinghe
do now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

left the Chair, and THE HON. WEERASUMANA WEERASINGHE took
the Chair.
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(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran. You
have 17 minutes.

[4.05 p.m.]
®©0 98.8. 3®sIBSsT Swmo

(omevorLL0l@ 6TiD.67. &rLobHTeir)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Presiding Member, the Debate on the Second
Reading of the Budget presented by the Minister of
Finance, who also happens to be the President, is ending
today. I have consistently recorded my opposition to
President being the Minister of Finance. From 2010
onwards, in this House, whenever the President, in his
capacity as Minister of Finance, has presented a Budget, I
have recorded that protest and I wish to record that today
as well. When a person who is not a Member of this
House presents the Budget or is the Minister of Finance,
that seriously curtails this House’s ability to be in total
control of public finance, as the Constitution stipulates in
Article 148.

This also exposes another thing this time. That is,
there is a Twenty First Amendment to the Constitution
that was brought in and said to be going back to the
Nineteenth Amendment - that is, doing away with the
Twentieth Amendment - which, as we pointed out during
that Debate, does not really do that. Under the Nineteenth
Amendment to the Constitution, the President could not
hold any Ministries, not even the Ministry of Defence.
Only for the tenure of the President at that time - personal
to President Maithreepala Sirisena- three named
Ministries were permitted in the Transitional Provisions.
Thereafter, the President could not hold any Ministries.
But now, the President actually can hold any number of
Ministries; in fact, he can hold all the Ministries. So, this
is another occasion on which we can expose that lie to the
country, that some reform was made, that Executive
powers were curtailed through the Twenty First
Amendment, but no, no such thing was done. Even the
one positive thing that is being touted is the re-
establishment of the Constitutional Council. That also, we
pointed out, is a political body, that it is not the
Constitutional ~ Council  under the Seventeenth
Amendment, that more of its Members are from this
House, which makes it political, and that body is tasked
with the appointment of, amongst others, Independent
Commissions.

In the last couple of days, we found how the supposed
Independent Commissions' Chairmen had behaved. We
saw the Charman of the National Police Commission
going to the VIP lounge to receive a person who was
chased out of this country for fraud and large-scale
corruption. Who else, but the Chairman of the National
Police Commission was there bowing to him and
welcoming him back! A few days before that, we heard
the Chairman of the Office on Missing Persons saying
that only a few people went missing and all of them are
living abroad.

2022 0200®a8 22

1284

That very Office was established to investigate into
missing persons. All of the Government Commissions,
there were many, had reported that over 20,000 people
had gone missing; that is a conservative number. But, the
Chairman of the Office that was appointed to go into that,
supposedly an independent office, says nobody has gone
missing. Then, the Hon. Minister of Justice, Prison
Affairs and Constitutional Reforms explains saying, "No,
he is wrong because he has not understood the
Government’s priority. The Government has prioritized
reconciliation measures which must deal with the issue of
disappearance also and unfortunately, this Chairman does
not seem to know that." That creates another problem.
Why should a Chairman of an independent office know
what the Government’s priorities are, if he is
independent? Why should he comply with what the
Government wants to do today? The Government would
not want to do that tomorrow; the Government changes
its mind day to day. If it is an independent office, he has
been tasked, by law, to make investigations into the tens
of thousands of disappearances in the country, but that is
what its Chairnan says. So, the Twenty First Amendment
was just an eyewash and really did not make anything
independent in this country nor did it strip the President
of any Executive powers.

That said, let me turn to the Budget Proposals. I want
to concentrate on one matter and that is with regard to the
EPF. The EPF is Sri Lanka’s single largest fund. That
fund has been dipped into and there are serious
allegations of fraud and corruption in the way
investments have been made out of this fund. There had
been five forensic audits conducted, but no action has
been taken to date. The last Annual Report of this Fund
published was for 2016. Forensic audits had revealed
massive frauds into the earnings and savings by the
working force of this country, and not a muscle has been
moved; nothing, to date, has happened with regard to
taking action on that. I am highlighting this because the
economic crisis we are facing in this country is primarily
due to corruption and that is why the IMF, in its Report,
said there are corruption susceptibilities and that is one of
the challenges for the IMF's implementing of its
programme in this country. The President or the Minister
of Finance, in his Budget Speech, said that that -
corruption issues - will be dealt with. But, where?
Nothing has been done.

The other issue is with regard to the office of the
Attorney-General, who advises the Government, appears
on behalf of the Government and defends the
Government. Even when the Right to Information
Commission orders the Central Bank to divulge certain
information, the Central Bank appeals and the Attorney-
General appears for them.

All these are public funds, monies of the people of
this country. There is absolutely no transparency.
Evidently, large-scale corruption and fraud, all that is
covered up by the Government, the Central Bank, the
EPF and the Attorney-General gives absolute sanction to
cover it up. With that background, how do we get out of
this economic crisis? The Government pays lip service,
but every action of the Government demonstrates the
opposite.
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Earlier this morning, the Hon. Anura Dissanayaka
cited the case of a Minister who asked an Ambassador for
a bribe. That was reported; he was suspended from the
Cabinet; he got a committee of his choice appointed,
which exonerated him, and he is back in the Cabinet. To
add insult to injury, that very Minister has been appointed
as the President’s nominee on the Constitutional Council!
The Constitutional Council, which is supposed to appoint
independent Commissions, hand-picked him because
there is no one who is up to that mark in the Cabinet, who
has the brass to go and ask an Aambassador for a bribe! 1
suppose the other Ministers are a little less corrupt. So,
you have to pick the most corrupt to appoint to the
Constitutional Council. Then, you have a convicted
extortionist as

[Bcresmed g 888 9o wom GE.]
[y dBlrrFars s L swerLiug yEHmLILIL (HaTensg]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

So, how do we tell either the IMF or anyone else that we
are dealing with corruption? The Government has really
no intention of doing any of that sort; the President, too,
has no intention. Those are President’s appointments. So,
you say one thing, but do just the opposite.

There is a book written by Mr. V.P. Vittachi on
President J.R. Jayewardene’s conduct, a small blue colour
book which I have read some time ago. It is called “Sri
Lanka: What Went Wrong?” Mr. Vittachi coins a word
and calls it “plonking”. He says, “President Jayewardene
will say, ‘I am turning right; this is the right way to go. |
am turning right, now’ and he will turn left”. While
travelling left, all the time he insists, “No, no, I am
travelling right”. That is “plonking”. The incumbent
President learned his political lessons from President
Jayewardene and one wonders whether that is what he is
now practising saying, “We are dealing with corruption”,
but doing the very opposite to what will eradicate
corruption.

The Tamil National Alliance Parliamentary Group met
today and took certain decisions with regard to this
Budget. We have highlighted various shortcomings and
matters that are contrary to the well-being of this country,
particularly the high percentage of allocation to the
defence sector. The country’s economy is contracting;
various fundamental service sectors are contracting and
reducing whilst, in the last two years, the allocation to the
defence sector has increased by 12 per cent!

That is not just salaries and Recurrent Expenditure
which is necessary. You must visit one of the camps to
see the high life that goes on there. To test it out, a few
days ago, I went with the Hon. President and had lunch at
the Air Force Base, Vavuniya. The lunch was of a
standard that is higher than what you can get in a seven-
star hotel; nothing has come down. No one wants to touch
that; the ceramic ware, food and everything, nobody
wants to touch. But, you are telling the country to reduce

expenses. Seventy per cent of our people have dropped
one meal and 50,000 children are in danger of
malnutrition! The Government might deny it, but those
are the real facts. And, you want to keep the military
happy; you do not want to upset them so that you could
suppress dissent and the people who protest that they do
not have food to eat. So, all of that is there.

And, at a time like this, one would have expected a
programme through this Budget to lift this country out of
the economic crisis, but that is not there. So, we are
opposed to this Budget. But, for one reason, we took a
decision today not to cast our vote in opposition.

®O R0 06:e) OBIE @

(omessTyfl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTesi)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

®0 98.8. 0B SHT Swmo
(omessrLyif@ 6Tib.6y. Lo TesT)
(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)
I am concluding, Sir.

That is, due to the reason that the President has, in the
last couple of days, repeatedly said that he is taking steps
to resolve the long-standing Tamil national question.
Although we are sceptical - it is not because we trust it -
we do not want to be blamed for opposing a President
when he says, “I want to solve this. Come, let us sit down
and talk”. So, for that very reason, we will, today, not
cast our vote against this Budget. Thank you.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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Beadmdr. @0 ®ONeHROA, 00 & Bsicd yme
»osIm»®. In page 28 of its Determination, the Supreme
Court states, I quote:

"In fact, the learned DSG drew the attention of Court to the
proposed tax structure and submitted that the proposed tax rates
appear excessive only because the Petitioners sought to compare it
against the reduced tax rates introduced in 2021."
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"We are not privy to the reasons for the introduction of the reduced
tax rates in 2019 and 2021. Nevertheless, they have been identified
as a grave error that has eroded government revenues. It is wrong to
assess the constitutionality of the proposed tax system on the basis
ofa prior tax system that has proven to be economically flawed."
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The Determination further states, I quote:

"In a welfare state, public finances must sustain free public services
such as education and health and other subsidized services. We are
of the view that there is no logical reason as to why judges should
not be called upon to contribute on a non-discriminatory basis,
directly or indirectly, to the State coffers along with other members
of the public despite the differences identified above. These
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differences do not have a rational relationship to the purpose of
taxation, which is to increase government revenues. The public
services provided through public funds are available to all judicial
officers."

Then again, it also goes on to state, I quote:

"We are of the view that the reasoning in the above cases is logical
and instructive on the issue of taxes on the salaries of judges. When
a tax is applied across the board, as in this case, without directly or
indirectly targeting the judges, it cannot be said to be an intrusion
into the independence of the judiciary. Taxes are one of the main
revenues generating measures to enhance public finance. Public
services such as free health and free education in this country are
run with public finance. They are open to all citizenry including
judges of the superior courts and Judicial Officers within the
meaning of Article 111 M of the Constitution. In fact, the decision
of this Court in Chathurika Silva is premised on the legitimate
expectation that judges have of admitting their children to State
schools. Hence there is no logical reason to exempt judges from
making their contribution to the public coffers along with the other
members of the community. To that extent, the classification is
Judges should have the same obligations as other citizens on taxing
matters."
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"Leadership is not selling fairy tales, it is confronting challenges
and that is what the public will get from this government."

This is also a Budget brought to confront the challenges,
not to sell fairy tales. That is exactly what this Budget is
about.
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(omrevorLy1fl@ BeOledT LIGHTLTT $Qwiban)
(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)
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OO DAIBNBDHR o

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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OWm®e?

o0 BB cBEOsT BBy Ee ©vwmo

(oreryflg L Ssrent svgagios #liflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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At the conclusion of the Division Bell -
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(At this stage, the Voting commenced.)

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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@G 68 Be®RIBSw ®umo (§eE 6o §@imsn®o)
(oresryflg reiredly Awbpueoriiqw - BlF @rrermis
O|EDLFFIT)
(The Hon.
Finance )

Ranjith Siyambalapitiya - State Minister of

298 8Seddes.
STUPBSITI.
rose.

OO DOIBNBDHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTIWST S)jeuiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(revryfl@ resredl$ Fwibuisomeiligur)
(The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) V.Radhakrishnan)
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(The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi)
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

B53ce gy BOLO e § »O8 o0 OFHOS
83S500c?
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EoY¢as Gaa 986057 eg30 -
Ui Gl (B ilesr Lilsor -
On conclusion of the Voting -

@@ @DeIHed vuwm wewsy HO wwr odwed ¢ S50
80500 gebamw emEes.

(B)siGouswenulls), Hipauaprd — CUILITHET — FLITLOITL LIGHIyeT6T
19 8 Dm6L Blewguish HrenTiibsL L g).)

(At this stage, the following names appeared on the digital screen
in the Chamber.)

Sexe sxve SOBO a¢nd sw» ¢edr &8¢ - sxlsd 120:
8000 82: 128 83 01 w3005y ed¢oedas.

Blvsglreflus)  aursGls@IiL — apenmsEIsmTEIS — LITTTEGLOSTDLD
IB&S): Friurs 120; stalrmrs 82; allavalullmpGesmi 01.

According to Electronic Voting, Parliament divided: Ayes 120:
Noes 82: Abstain 1.

G 001. Douglas Devananda Yes
G 002. Nimal Siripala De Silva Yes
G 003. Chamal Rajapaksa Yes
G 004. Mahinda Rajapaksa Yes
G 005. Prasanna Ranatunga Yes
G 006. Susil Premajayantha Yes
G 007. Dinesh Gunawardena Yes
G 010. Keheliya Rambukwella Yes
G 011. Mahinda Amaraweera Yes
G 012. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe Yes
G 013. Harin Fernando Yes
G 014. Ramesh Pathirana Yes
G 015. M.U.M. Ali Sabry Yes
G 016. Vidura Wickramanayaka Yes
G 017. Kanchana Wijesekera Yes
G 018. Naseer Ahamed Yes
G 019. Manusha Nanayakkara Yes
G 020. Tiran Alles Yes
G 021. Ajith Rajapakse Yes
G 022. Nalin Fernando Yes
G 023. Roshan Ranasinghe Yes
G 024. Jagath Pushpakumara Yes
G 026. Dilum Amunugama Yes
G 027. Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva Yes
G 028. Janaka Wakkumbura Yes
G 029. Shehan Semasinghe Yes
G 030. Kanaka Herath Yes
G 031. Thenuka Vidanagamage Yes
G 032. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon Yes
G 033. Lasantha Alagiyawanna Yes
G 034. Rohana Dissanayaka Yes
G 035. Premalal Jayasekara Yes
G 036. Arundika Fernando Yes
G 037. Vijitha Berugoda Yes
G 038. Lohan Ratwaththe Yes

G 039. Sanath Nishantha Yes

G 040.
G 041.
G 042.
G 043.
G 044.
G 045.
G 046.
G 047.
G 048.
G 049.
G 050.
G O051.
G 052.
G 053.
G 054.
G 055.
G 056.
G 057.
G 058.
G 059.
G 060.
G 061.
G 062.
G 063.
G 064.
G 065.
G 066.
G 067.
G 068.
G 069.
G 070.
G 071.
G 072.
G 073.
G 074.
G 075.
G 076.
G 077.
G 078.
G 079.
G 080.
G 082.
G 083.
G 084.
G 085.
G 086.
G 087.
G 088.
G 089.
G 090.
G 091.
G 092.
G 093.
G 094.
G 095.
G 096.
G 097.
G 098.
G 099.
G 100.

Tharaka Balasuriya

Indika Anuruddha Herath
Siripala Gamalath

Anuradha Jayaratne

S. Viyalanderan

D. V. Chanaka

Sisira Jayakody

Piyal Nishantha De Silva
Prasanna Ranaweera

D. B. Herath

Shasheendra Rajapaksa
Seetha Arambepola

Shantha Bandara

K. Kader Masthan

Ashoka Priyantha

A. Aravindh Kumar

Geetha Samanmale Kumarasinghe
Suren Raghavan

Diana Gamage
Sivanesathurai Santhirakanthan
Chamara Sampath Dasanayake
Anupa Pasqual

Johnston Fernando

S. B. Dissanayake
Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi
Gamini Lokuge

Vajira Abeywardena

Janaka Bandara Thennakoon
C. B. Rathnayake

S. M. Chandrasena
Mahindananda Aluthgamage
Rohitha Abeygunawardhana
Namal Rajapaksa

Sarath Weerasekera
Wimalaweera Dissanayaka
Dhammika Perera

Kapila Athukorala
Gayashan Nawananda

S. M. M. Muszhaaraff
Jayantha Ketagoda

Sampath Athukorala

U. K. Sumith Udukumbura
Pradeep Undugoda

Sanjeeva Edirimanna

Akila Ellawala

Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi
Karunadasa Kodithuwakku
Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda
Udayakantha Gunathilaka
Kokila Gunawardene

Milan Jayathilake
Kulasingam Dhileeban
Sudarshana Denipitiya

Isuru Dodangoda

Premnath C. Dolawatte

H. Nandasena

Muditha Prishanthi

Sudath Manjula

Mayadunna Chinthaka Amal
Nipuna Ranawaka

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
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Kumarasiri Rathnayaka
Gunathilaka Rajapaksha
Upul Mahendra Rajapaksha
Rajika Wickramasinghe

M. W. D. Sahan Pradeep Withana

Madhura Withanage

D. Weerasingha
Samanpriya Herath
Sagara Kariyawasam
Yadamini Gunawardena
Manjula Dissanayake
Ranjith Bandara
Jayantha Weerasinghe
Marjan Faleel

Lalith Varna Kumara

S. Jagath Samarawickrama
Rishad Bathiudeen
Rajitha Senarathne
Imthiaz Bakeer Markar
Tissa Attanayake

Rauff Hakeem
Gayantha Karunatilleka
Lakshman Kiriella
Sajith Premadasa
Kumara Welgama
Patali Champika Ranawaka
Palany Thigambaram
Mano Ganesan
Maithreepala Sirisena
G.L. Peiris

Anura Dissanayaka

A. L. M. Athaullah

G. G. Ponnambalam

C. V. Wigneswaran
Athuraliye Rathana Thero
Kabir Hashim

Thalatha Athukorala
Abdul Haleem

Sarath Fonseka

Harsha De Silva

R. M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara

Niroshan Perera

Eran Wickramaratne

J. C. Alawathuwala

John Seneviratne

Anura Priyadharshana Yapa
Tissa Vitharana

Dullas Alahapperuma
Vijitha Herath

Selvarajah Kajendren

Ali Sabri Raheem

Angajan Ramanathan

Faizal Cassim

Ashok Abeysinghe

Ajith Mannapperuma
Buddhika Pathirana

M. S. Thowfeek

Nalin Bandara Jayamaha
Hector Appuhamy
Thushara Indunil Amarasena
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Yes 0O 052. Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana
Yes 0O 053. Dilan Perera
Yes 0 054. Wimal Weerawansa
Yes O 055. Piyankara Jayaratne
Yes 0 056. Vasudeva Nanayakkara
Yes O 057. Harini Amarasuriya
Yes O 061. Mayantha Dissanayake
Yes 0 062. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera
Yes 0063. S. M. Marikkar
Yes 0 064. Imran Maharoof
52: 0 065. Ishak Rahuman
Yes 0 066. Mujibur Rahuman
Yes O 067. Harshana Rajakaruna
Yes 0O 068. Rohini Kumari Wijerathna
Yes 0 069. Chaminda Wijesiri
No 0 070. Waruna Liyanage
No 0 071. M. Udayakumar
No O 072. Hesha Withanage
No 0 074. Duminda Dissanayake
No 0 075. Chandima Weerakkody
No 0 076. Dayasiri Jayasekara
No O 081. W.H. M. Dharmasena
No 0 082. Kins Nelson
No 0O 083. Rohana Bandara
No 0O 085. Udaya Gammanpila
No 0O 086. Nalaka Godahewa
No O 087. Channa Jayasumana
No 0 089. Nimal Lanza
No 0 090. Jayantha Samaraweera
No 0O 091. Jeevan Thondaman
Yes 0092. B.Y.G. Rathnasekara
No ) 0O 093. Sarathie Dushmantha
Abstain 0 094. Mohomad Muzammil
o 0095. Lalith Ellawala
No 0 096. Udayana Kirindigoda
No 0097. K.P.S. Kumarasiri
No 0 098. Upul Galappaththi
No 0 099. Shan Vijayalal de Silva
No 0O 102. Nimal Piyathissa
No 0O 103. Uddika Premarathne
No O 104. Wasantha Yapabandara
No O 105. Thilak Rajapakshe
Yes 0O 106. M. Rameshwaran
No O 107. Gamini Waleboda
No 0O 108. Weerasumana Weerasinghe
No 0 109. Gevindu Cumaratunga
No O 110. Charitha Herath
No
;\{]ZS Electronic Voting Results:
Eg Participants:
No Present 203
Eg Votes:
No Yes 120
No No
No Abstain
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(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

By dxvc DO amd vFed dr¥ew oY w100 1208;
8o1d0d 828; DB 83 01&.

B 8O wed dx¥en ¢o¥ wedmd 018. & amd, asFsd
G 53 Yoo B¥e 0300 1218.

B 8BO GO sxfews ¢uY weannd 028. & amd,
BSERD R ¥ Yo 53¢ 3000 4.

& @D, Seden vy emg®enm, 2023 e¢dm O3 Bwd®
@O &.

o2 emG®sm 3O O @¢d2» OO Hwd» 8.
YSTLIG., FL L EAPSVLD Q)T6O0TL_TLD (WPsOM OB L1111 1 /.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.

@6 BBeg (300280) 638E eyg@Bwsin Swmo

(oreryllg L ssrent (suTHld) sl LG wHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

OO0 DONI®ROB, e a1 dRedn,
"Bulsny smn omP®un ylen ©8Eedxin  wicm
800 08w @' 8 @ ewdyns BOHO.

e E®eszd 8, estr e3®8» Ses.
aflsorir MBS SBLILIL B sTDms I TeTarLiL L gj.
Question put, and agreed to.

B0 QIBNBHD S
(orenTll@ FUTBTWST D)6uiTdeir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

IO 80 WOCE?

@0 BBt (00:80) 98E eg@Bwsinm Swvwmo
(oresryfl@ #LSgrent (sevrTBlS)) &flsd LNCrwogwbHs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
2022 @%@ 2305 D¢aca.

o2 emQ@um, @om 57 ¢o» &Hd0 Bewlww wde,
2022 208,008 23 O D¢ sOHO» gbew 858007z
200029 858000 8O0 &,

FL 1 _@pavid, plawevsast L swer @lev. 57 @leiriig, 2022 peuirii- 23,
LSATHPeWLD  [5eWL_CIIMONGHGL APAPLI LITTTEBLOGBTDS Py EHF
Fr i’ .

Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Parliament under
Standing Order No. 57 for Wednesday, 23rd November, 2022.

DE IO

hBemauiy
ADJOURNMENT

IWEE 0000 @ wo 5.00 g o HYeews oo
W08 S8 gams 62088 ©:858e@2¥90 G
22 &

228E0@2¥290 SO ¢zymEd, ¢. . 6.130, 2022 050,035
19 &2 &» et @@ ¢nd, 2022 0200;08 23920 d¢ago
g. 2. 9.30 0 o2 »& Sode.

YLGmapsy Cpid 1il.Li. 5.00 wenflshg s LhSIall 1 ewwuirsy,
LOTWTLILI G FUITBTIISST Y6 flssrm ailpdhesrw oG Limymes
DVTDSGDG RSBIPAUSHII-

gy, Lil.u. 6.13 wewllse, uryrepwsipn yserg 2022
poutbLii- 199410 Hssl Siwrarsgpaslsrns, 2022 paubui 23,
rypevralipsni wp.is. 9.30 wenlflsusnr 55lemeuds LI L ).

And it being past 5.00 p.m., THE HON. SPEAKER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.13 p.m. until 9.30 a.m on
23rd Wednesday, 2022, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of
19th November, 2022.
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