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[10.54 am.]
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, we have gathered today in this
House to pay tribute through these Votes of Condolence
to four of our former Colleagues who have departed from
us: the late Hon. (Ven.) Baddegama Samitha Thero, the
late Hon. Chandrakumara Wijeya Gunawardane, the late
Hon. T. B. Ekanayake as well as the late Hon. K.
Thurairetnasingam.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan - State Minister of Higher

Education)
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(The Hon. Imran Maharoof)
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Seconded.

s S8z 8, weo e30@» Ses.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
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Hon. Presiding Member, today, we are paying our tribute
to four former Parliamentarians who had selected as their
path of life to serve this nation in the best way they thought
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"SFg0ed o @w" “The Heritage of the Bhikkhu” -
@8 @u¥dw is somewhat of a blueprint for the modern
political sangha, where the late Venerable Thero very
clearly argues the role of a Buddhist monk in a given
society. Of course, like any good idea, in practice, it may
deviate from the ideal conditions as we have and are
witnessing in the contemporary world and in our society
very clearly. But, the Hon. (Ven.) Samitha Thero was a
remarkable monk who made a difference by going back
to the root of the ethnic issue addressing the politics that
came out of it, which is equality of citizenship. ® 8o,
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Sir, I ought to say something in Tamil also because
that will be the best tribute I can pay to the late Hon.
(Ven.) Baddegama Samitha Thero.
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Therefore, Sir, it is very important that we understand
the contemporary role of the sangha in this country. You
will agree, though you are representing a party which
does not believe in any religion, that the main narrative of
our social construction is still highly religious. In that
sense, the role of a monk becomes absolutely important
and second to none when it comes to decision-making on
affairs of contemporary politics or futuristic reforms.
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(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Hon. Presiding Member, for the
opportunity given to say a few words on these Votes of
Condolence.
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In the same way, I wish also to record my
condolences on the demise of the Hon. (Ven.)
Baddegama Samitha Thero. I had known him for quite
some time. Particularly, I wish to record the fact that
when journalist J.S. Tissainayagam was indicted and tried
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under the Prevention of Terrorism Act, the Hon. (Ven.)
Baddegama Samitha Thero came forward to give
evidence on behalf of the accused. As a member of the
defence team, I had the fortune of working with him.
Fearlessly, he came to the Colombo High Court and gave
evidence just the way the Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara
and late Manouri Muttetuwegama also gave evidence on
behalf of Mr. Tissainayagam.

The Venerable Thero was a person who treated
everyone equally. He worked hard to reconcile the
different communities who live in this country. Therefore,
on behalf of the Tamil people, I wish to place on record
our condolences on his demise also. Thank you.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Kapila Athukorala)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Nalin Fernando - Minister of Trade, Commerce

and Food Security)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 3.40 p.m. until 1.30 p.m. on

Monday, 14th November, 2022, pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of this Day.
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