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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera- Minister of Agriculture
and Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources Conservation)
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Plantation
Industries and Minister of Industries)
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asked the Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources
Conservation :

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of forest reserves in Sri Lanka;
and

(ii) the areas where the aforesaid forest reserves
are situated?
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(b)

©
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Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether he admits that forest reserves are
being illegally cleared;

(i)  if so, the number of forest reserves where
illegal clearing has taken place; and

(iii) whether legal action has been taken against
the persons who have illegally cleared the
forest reserves?

If not, why?
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Distri Reserve Forests Conservation Forests
istrict
Total Extent (Ha) No of forest | Total Extent (Ha) | No of forest

Ampara 134,193 21 38,275 1
Anuradhapura 133,334 53 4,884 3
Badulla 20845 - 30 4,937 10
Batticaloa 94,533 28 0 0
Colombo 1,048 5 0 0
Galle 15,186 52 2,182 7
Gampaha 1,198 17 86 4
Hambanthota 18,182 21 147 1
Jaffna 2,299 5 0 0
Kalutara 7,383 23 916 12
Kandy 2,938 46 32,485 16
Kegalle 3,590 50 547 3
Kilinochchi 56,041 16 0 0
Kur | 36,118 102 3,142 15
Mannar 69,273 13 40,031 1
Matale 38,118 68 0 0
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Monaragala 88,081 42 1,840 4
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[Nuwara Eliya 5,031 9 18,341 16
Polonnaruwa 38,044 17 23,156 4
Puttalam 55,791 44 1,169 17
Rathnapura 42,940 16 5,394 12
Trincomalee 122,238 26 0 0
Vavunniya 78,270 33 0 0
Grand Total 1,255,789 781 179,867 129
[Total Forest Extent | 1,435,656 |
[votal No of Forest | 910}
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of Technical Colleges and
Vocational Training Centres directly
overseen by the Sri Lanka Vocational
Training Authority;

(if) separately, the location in which each of
those  Technical  Colleges/Vocational
Training Centres has been established; and

(iii)  separately, the number of academic and non
-academic staff serving in those Technical
Colleges/Vocational Training Centres?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

() the number of training courses offered by
the aforesaid institutions aimed at local and
foreign jobs;

(ii)) the number of trainees that have been sent
for local and foreign jobs from 2015 up to
now; and

208Ee@xInd 2284

(iii)  whether the above-mentioned courses have
been updated?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -
Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of
Parliament)
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asked the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i)  whether he is aware of the fact that a project
to expand the Bandaranaike International
Airport in Katunayake was carried out;

(i) the name of the international financial
institution that had agreed to provide
financial assistance to the aforesaid project;

(iii)  whether he is aware that the activities of the
aforesaid project have been discontinued by
now; and
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(iv) the action taken to continue the project
mentioned above?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and
Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

() whether he is aware of the fact that a large
number of labourers were recruited to the
local government institutions on casual
basis by the former Government from 2015;

(i)  if so, the number of labourers serving up to
now, out of the said labourers?

(i) whether he is aware of the fact that those
labourers have not been confirmed in
service up to now; and

(iv)  the date on which they will be confirmed in
service?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Urban Development and
Housing:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

(i) the coastal belt from Beruwala to
Hikkaduwa is being eroded by the sea
rapidly; and

(ii) the fisherfolk are in dire straits as a result of
it?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether action will be taken to conserve the
aforesaid coastal belt;

(i) whether allocations have been made for it;
and

(iii)  if so, whether the aforesaid conservation
activities will be commenced?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Speaker, I will answer to part 4 of that Question
raised by the Hon. Leader of the Opposition under
Standing Order No. 27(2). Under part 4, he referred to the
Supreme Court Case No. SC/FR/97/2017 and further
referred to the UNCRC recommendations regarding
amendments to certain Sections of the Penal Code.

Hon. Speaker and Hon. Leader of the Opposition, I
just want to highlight a few things. First, Section 82 of
the Penal Code was referred to. The Penal Code, I have
here with me at the moment and I will read only the side
note of Section 82, which states, I quote:

"Act done in good faith for the benefit of a child or person of
unsound mind, by or by consent of guardian."

Then, Section 341(i) was referred to. But, to my
knowledge, Sir, there is no Section 341(i); Hon. Leader
of the Opposition, only Section 341 is there. The side
note of Section 341 states “Criminal force”. The next
Section referred to is Section 308(A). Again, there is no
Section 308(A) in the Penal Code, but only Section 308,
the side note of which states, I quote:

"Exposure and abandonment of a child under twelve years by
parent or person having care of it."

Those are the three Sections of the Penal Code
referred to by the Hon. Leader of the Opposition.
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Hon. Speaker, may I have a minute, please?
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Yes, Hon. Sumanthiran?
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Thank you, Sir.

1 wish to thank the Hon. Minister of Justice, Prison
Affairs and Constitutional Reforms for having undertaken
that trip to the North to conduct the mobile service. It had
been very useful. We wish that you would conduct more
like those.

Particularly, he mentioned about the returnees from
India. There are about 33,000 more who are willing to
come, but because of the situation here and due to various
facilities not being afforded, they are stuck there. We
would like them to come. Just as much as you have done
all these, we wish that you would take further steps to
bring them back and settle them also. I wish to thank you
as a Member of Parliament for Jaffna District.
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On the question of the OMP, I want to tell you that the
current Chairman of the OMP, Mr. Mahesh Katulanda,
has made a statement saying that nobody has actually
disappeared in this country. That is the reason why people
are angry. The OMP is set up to inquire into the
disappearances. Without any inquiry being done, he has
made a public statement that they are living abroad,
nobody has gone missing and so on, and that is why that
had happened. That institution comes under you. We
expect that institution to function independently and
conduct investigations with regard to disappearances.
While that Chairman himself makes a statement like that
without any basis, recently, the Army has also given a
reply to a query made under the emdnd; ¢» ©Be®
2838080 B¢ wvmm, saying that nobody has
surrendered to the Army. But, the entire complaint is that
they had been handed over to the Army by their relatives
themselves - their mothers and wives. When that has been
the case for so long and when everybody had been
surrendered before the relatives' own eyes, for the Army
to make a statement like that tends people to immediately
lose confidence. So, just as much as we appreciate your
efforts - I do not want to say anything wrong about that. I
know you are taking a lot of steps - I would also like to
say that when statements like that come, naturally, the
victims lose confidence. So, I wish that the Hon. Minister
would take steps to counter such statements as well and to
genuinely make inquiries about the disappeared.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)

Hon. Speaker, I am thankful to the Hon. Member for
bringing to my notice that such a statement had been
made by the Chairman of the OMP. I was not aware of
that and I regret about it. If such a statement had been
made by him, I will definitely take steps to rectify it.
Thank you very much.
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Yes, Hon. Mano Ganesan?
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, you are repeating the same thing.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils
and Local Government for report.
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Sir, since I do not have much time, I wish to say one
more thing in English. I came across a news item
yesterday, that the chief of Vedda community had put in
a request that they should be represented in Parliament.
The Ceylon Workers Congress whole heartedly supports
this request as that community is an endangered
community and they are the original people in this land,
but who make up less than 1 per cent of the population.
Not only should they be given representation in
Parliament by a quota or by reservation - because I do not
believe any political party will come forward and give
them a chance - but there should also be a Ministry
permanently allocated for the welfare and the protection
of the Vedda community.

Sir, at this point of time, I would like to make a
humble request to all Parliamentarians. Please do not
consider the up-country community as a marginalized
community, as people who are not Sri Lankans, because
demand equals supply. All of you, even people at home,
would ask the question, “Why is the up-country
community in such a bad situation?” These persons are
getting killed when they go for work as domestic helpers.
If that is the case, change should begin at home. Why do
you want to hire children to work in your house? If you
do not hire, I am sure you would know someone who has
hired children to work in their houses. Likewise, there are
so many instances where we are being put down left,
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right and centre. The Unions are blaming the political
representatives. We have suffered to bring these people
to where they are today but people are still suffering. The
issues are not with the representatives but the issues are
mainly due to exploitation by the companies. To put an
end to this, change should begin at home and I really hope
everybody would come forward to build a better country.

Thank you so much.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Vadivel Suresh. You
have four minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh)

Sir, please give me one more minute.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) V. Radhakrishnan.
You have six minutes.
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(The Hon. K. Kader Masthan - State Minister of Rural

Economy)
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1t being 5.00 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday,
09th November, 2022.
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