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asked the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation:
(a)  Will he state -

(i) the current cadre of the SriLankan Airlines
Limited;

(i) the number of male and female Airport
Services Agents among them, separately;
and

(iif) the number of Cabin Crew Stewardesses
among them?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the educational and other qualifications
considered in recruiting Cabin Crew
Stewardesses, separately; and

(i) whether being unmarried is a minimum
qualification in recruiting Cabin Crew
Stewardesses?

(¢)  Will he also state -

(i) whether he is aware of the fact that some
women have joined as Cabin Crew
Stewardesses hiding the fact that they are
married;

(i) whether he admits that a group of persons
who meet the due requirements have been
subjected to injustice as a result of that; and

(iii) whether an investigation would be
conducted in this regard and action would
be taken against the women who have
joined as Cabin Crew Stewardesses as
mentioned in (¢) (i) above and the
individuals who took action to recruit
them?

(d)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Ports,
Shipping and Aviation)
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HWISWDD  HTEITIDLS  WBSEBTLflevTeTT
FHeIl6dT 6TEUITEU IS 6m & 6w Wi |LD;

PauisEns@ THlITS T(QEHsal(HHE@G0 BLaIlgd
MHBEMEITILLD;

FHERTERTTIDLS DBS6STLHD SHrrewrions Gprig
WTSaYD  WedDWPEHLTHLD LTSS (herer
af Hseflesr sTevvTenvtldsemdsem wiu)ib;

Oeui @MIiLGeurym?

()  @)eirCmev, eredr?

asked the Minister of Environment:
(a)  Will he admit that -

(@)

(ii)

(iif)

the limestone Industry is carried out in
Kundasale, Aluthwatta in Digana, Gangapitiya,
Vijaya Sri Gama, Akkara Thiha and
Ambakote Divisions;

attention should be paid to the research
observations made on the impact of the said
industry on the earthquakes that occurred in
the Digana area; and

the aforementioned observations and
environmental laws should be taken into
consideration when licences are issued?

(b)  Will he state -

(M)

(if)

(iif)

whether he is aware of the property and
environmental damages caused in the above
-mentioned areas;

whether research findings have proved that
the aforesaid industry had an adverse
impact on the earthquakes occurred in those
areas; and

whether attention will be paid to the proved
facts of research when the licences are
issued?

(¢)  Will he also state -

(M)

(i1)
(iif)

(iv)

the number of licensed limestone
industrialists in the above-mentioned areas;

the number of unauthorized industrialists;

the cause of action that would be taken
against them; and

the number of houses that have been
directly and indirectly affected due to the
said industry?

(d) Ifnot, why?

@6 BE gHO Owmo (8836 §ImuH®)
(wrenryfl@ Berfi HaDWL - HFHDTL 6D HEVLOFFIT)
(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed - Minister of Environment)
Hon. Speaker, the Answer is as follows:

@ @

The Geological Survey and Mines Bureau
and the Central Environmental Authority
have reported that limestone quarrying
activities are carried out in the areas
concerned.

(b)

(ii)

(iif)

1682

It has been reported that attention has been
focused on this matter and that the
Geological Survey and Mines Bureau has
conducted a study together with a special
committee comprising university professors
in the aftermath of a series of tremors that
have occurred in the Digana area since
August, 2020 and that although it has been
concluded that no direct relationship exists
between the tremors which have occurred
in the area and the limestone quarrying
activities, the Geological Survey and Mines
Bureau has recommended that no limestone
quarrying be conducted within a buffer
zone of 100 metres from the Victoria
Reservoir, considering the effect on it.

Accordingly, the Central Environmental
Authority has reported that the following
recommendations have been implemented
by the Authority:

e The 100 m Reserve Area in which
damage has been caused should be
rehabilitated as per the instructions of the
Sri Lanka Mahaweli Authority as it
belongs to the said Authority.

e Licences or permits should be issued for
mining outside the 100 m Reserve Area
only.

e The depth prescribed for conducting
mining outside the 100 m Reserve Area
should be marked (from a fixed point on
the mining site).

The Geological Survey and Mines Bureau
has reported that the above-mentioned
conclusions and the environmental laws
should be taken into account in issuing
legal licences while the Central
Environmental Authority has reported that
the recommendations given by the special
committee referred to in (ii) above and the
environmental laws are taken into
consideration in issuing Environmental
Protection Licences for mining within the
area concerned.

It has been reported that the Central
Environmental ~ Authority has issued
Environmental Protection Licences for
managing the environmental problems that
occur in mining, giving continuous
attention to that aspect while the lime kilns
and processing activities are also subjected
to monitoring by the Central Environmental
Authority.

In addition, it has also been reported that
the Geological Survey and Mines Bureau
has, through conducting blast tests, taken
action to provide technical solutions to the
problematic situations that emerge during
mining activities.
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(i) The Geological Survey and Mines Bureau
has reported that as a result of a study which
the Bureau conducted together with a
committee of experts, it has been concluded
that there is no direct relationship between
limestone mining and the earth tremors that
occur in the area concerned.

(iii) The Geological Survey and Mines Bureau
has reported that according to the
conclusions of the research, there is no
direct relationship between limestone
mining activities and the earth tremors.
Nevertheless, licences or permits are issued
in accordance with the facts observed and
conclusions reached in issuing licences or
permits.

(©) (1) The Geological Survey and Mines Bureau
has reported that 13 licences have been
issued by now for limestone mining
activities in the area concerned.

(i) The Central Environmental Authority has
reported that having the Environmental
Protection Licence and the Mining Licence
is essential in issuing explosives for the
mining process, which precludes illegal
mining activities and according to the
records of the Central Environmental
Authority, no illegal mining activities have
been reported.

(iii) The Central Environmental Authority has
reported that Environmental Protection
Licences have been issued for industries
which carry out mining for grinding and
processing of limestone/dolomite within the
areas of Kundasale and Digana and that no
illegal industries without Environmental
Protection Licences in possession have been
identified and if identified as such, legal
measures necessary under the National
Environment Act, No. 47 of 1980 are taken.

(iv) The Geological Survey and Mines Bureau
has reported that under the conditions
observed by the blast tests that have already
been conducted, no direct or indirect impact
on houses by the earth tremors that occur
during a blast or the high pressure of the
blasts on the air has been observed and that
conducting minimum blasts in view of the
low level of hardness in limestone/dolomite
and the topography of the site together with
using rock breakers for the secondary
fragmenting have become causes for this.

However, it has been reported that although some
sensitivity was felt due to dust experienced during the
transport activities necessary for the industry and using of
grinding machines and the resultant noise, the Geological
Survey and Mines Bureau has taken steps to maintain that

impact at a level not so harmful by way of licensing
conditions and field wvisits while the Central
Environmental Authority and the Bureau have made a
direct contribution to avoid such a situation.

(d) Does not arise.

®O DeszsI®m 322300 €3S Do
(omressTL 0@ euFHG WITLILITLIGRTL TT)

(The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara)
Thank you very much, Hon. Minister.
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OO DOIBNBSDB O

(omenTLfl@ FUTHTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

D6 0B O3 VIYOBTIE DO @B WOOBID.

@6 8BE g0OD Owmn

(ressrLll@ BerSi H@mioL)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

Thank you very much, Hon. Member. There is a
meeting fixed for today at 2 o'clock to discuss all these.
You made a good suggestion and maybe, we could look
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into it. In addition to that, I would like to inform you that
we are going to have a district meeting on the 25th of this
month in the Kandy District to discuss every matter and
another meeting in the Anuradhapura District on the 26th.
Likewise, we are going to have meetings in every district
and address the issues that are there. So, it would be great
if you could bring up all the matters at that meeting since
all the officials will also be there.
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Yes. This has been under investigation; that has been
referred to the authorities concerned. Once the report
comes, we will take necessary action. Thank you very
much for raising that issue, Hon. Member.
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Thank you, Hon. Member, for raising it. Of course,
this matter comes under the Marine Environment
Protection Authority, which does not come under me.
But, we will definitely look into this matter and see what
action could be taken. We will also coordinate with the
Marine Environment Protection Authority.
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That is good. Thank you, Hon. Minister.
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Mahaweli Scheme; and

(ii) the buildings of that hospital are in a
dilapidated condition?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether steps have been taken to repair the
buildings of the hospital concerned; and

(ii)  if so, whether money has been allocated for
this purpose?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Yes, but that has to be taken up separately. A
nationally important question, you can take up separately.
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Sir, this question has no relevance whatsoever to the
Question raised by the Hon. Rahuman. The Hon. Member
has the right to ask it, but I think he has to take it up as a
separate question.
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If he is prepared to answer it, that is okay.
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asked the Minister of Women, Child Affairs and
Social Empowerment:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of families who receive the
Samurdhi benefit, out of the families living
in the estate sector of Sri Lanka; and

(i) the measures that will be taken to provide
the Samurdhi benefit to a larger number of
families living in the estate sector?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:

(@) Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware of the fact that paddy
harvest has decreased substantially in the
Maha Season of 2022 owing to the
programme to promote organic fertilizer;

(i) whether steps have been taken to provide
compensation for that;

(ii))  if so, the amount paid as compensation by
now;

(iv) the number of farmers who have been
provided compensation up to now,
separately according to each district; and

(v) the methodology followed in providing
compensation?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Industries:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the current situation of the Valaichenai
paper factory;

(i) the measures that will be taken to
recommence the production activities of the
aforesaid factory;

(iii)) the amount of money invested in it and the
date on which the money was invested; and

(iv) the number of employment opportunities
created by it?

(b)  Will he also inform this House whether he is
aware of the fact that fraud and corruption occur in
the aforesaid factory?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry - Minister of Foreign Affairs)

Hon. Speaker, as this House is aware, the United
Nations Human Rights Council - HRC - in Geneva
adopted by vote the Draft Resolution titled “Promoting
reconciliation, accountability and human rights in Sri
Lanka” on the 06™ of October, 2022 during its 51°
Session. The Resolution was tabled by the “Core Group”
comprised of the UK, USA, Canada, Germany, Malawi
and North Macedonia. Out of the 47 Members of the
Council, 20 countries voted in favour of the Resolution;
20 abstained at the vote and seven voted against the
Resolution. We have made it very clear that Sri Lanka
rejects this Resolution.

I wish to remind that since the end of the ethnic
conflict, our country has faced eight such adverse
Resolutions at the Human Rights Council, beginning in
2012, irrespective of the political party in government
and change in leaders. Each Resolution is stronger than
the one before. While progress has been made, today, the
country continues to pay a heavy price for defeating
terrorism and for not walking the talk by providing
closure to its own people in the areas of reconciliation
and human rights. This indeed is sad, given our long-
standing democratic and constitutional traditions as well
as our sustained and determined efforts to promote and
protect the human rights of the people of Sri Lanka.

Sir, the Government continuously engaged with
relevant interlocutors, in particular, the Core Group, on
reaching a consensual outcome at the Council. We have
been transparent and open and have engaged with
sincerity while maintaining our firm position of non-
compromise on external interference in the domestic
affairs of the country. However, the Core Group made it
abundantly clear that they will introduce a new resolution
to continue with the implementation of the ”Sri Lanka
accountability project” as well as introduce new elements
related to recent developments in the country

We can only assume that the hard stance taken by the
Core Group meets the objectives of advancing their
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domestic political considerations as the Resolution itself
is unhelpful to move our country forward. In light of their
insistence on having OP 8 in the Resolution, which has
wide-ranging legal and political implications for all
countries, we had no option other than to vehemently
reject and oppose the Resolution. We cannot and will not
accept the superimposition of an external mechanism that
runs contrary to our Constitution and which pre-judges
the commitment of our domestic legal processes.

Sir, I led the Sri Lanka Delegation to the 51% Session
of the Human Rights Council in Geneva and was
accompanied by the Hon. Minister of Justice, Prison
Affairs and Constitutional Reforms. During this visit, we
met the Members of the Council and the Acting High
Commissioner for Human Rights and briefed them on the
progress made by the domestic processes related to
human rights and reconciliation. We also conveyed our
opposition to the external evidence gathering mechanism,
stemming from Resolution 46/1 of 2021 and strengthened
by the current Resolution.

In addition, I have met with the diplomatic community
based in Colombo, personally met, spoken to and written
to the Foreign Ministers of relevant countries and
apprised them on the situation in the country. From my
engagements, it is extremely clear that the vast majority
of the Members of the Council do not see the necessity
for this Resolution against Sri Lanka. They understand
our position and fully support us. Though they are with us
in heart and mind, they cannot freely express their
position in a vote. The intense and heavy pressure from
the powerful sponsors of the Resolution is no match for
Sri Lanka and likewise, no match for many Members of
the Council. It is abundantly clear that this Resolution is
yet another example of the divisive and political nature of
the Human Rights Council, which is contrary to its
founding principles of universality, impartiality,
objectivity and non-selectivity.

The North-South divide particularly on human rights
is of utmost concern to many and that was truly evident
during my discussions, both here and in Geneva. It is also
reflected in the list of co-sponsors of the Resolution and
in the voting pattern.

Over half of the Members of the Council did not
support the Resolution with seven countries voting
against the Resolution and 20 countries abstaining on the
vote. Twenty countries voted in favour of the Resolution.
Some have been questioning why the number of “No”
votes have come down. It is notable that certain countries
which voted against the Resolution last year are no longer
Members of the Council this year. It is also clear that the
number of votes supporting the Resolution have also
declined and I am well informed that the sponsors of the
Resolution did not receive the number of votes that they
expected.

This clearly indicates that a large number of Member
States of the Council are not enthusiastic about this
Resolution. We thank all the countries which abstained or
voted against the Resolution.

1722

Thirty eight developing countries, out of which 11 are
Council Members, spoke in support of Sri Lanka at the
Interactive Dialogue held on the 12" of September.
During the informal consultations on the Resolution, 15
countries spoke in favour of Sri Lanka and during the
voting process, six countries spoke in favour of Sri
Lanka. The countries which supported Sri Lanka at the
Council pointed out that at this critical time, when the
people of Sri Lanka expect demonstrations of global
solidarity and support to face its economic challenges,
which are not entirely of Sri Lanka’s own making, it is
questionable why this Resolution was tabled.

Sri Lanka is grateful to the countries which withstood
pressure by the sponsors and demonstrated their support
to Sri Lanka during the vote or by speaking in support of
Sri Lanka during the proceedings. We are aware that
some of the countries which stood by Sri Lanka at this
vote, withstood immense pressure. We thank all the
countries who braved such adversity to reject the
Resolution. We regret that the proponents of the
Resolution have extended the mandate of an external
mechanism with funds of millions of US Dollars at a time
of severe financial constraints faced by the UN. The
OHCHR has requested for approximately US Dollars 6
million to man this mechanism. Many countries raised
serious concerns on the budgetary implications of this
Resolution, which is an unhelpful and misdirected drain
on the resources of the UN and the Member States,
including that of the donors in the midst of an ongoing
global crisis.

We also strongly objected to the Draft Resolution
pronouncing on domestic issues which are unrelated to
the Council. Sri Lanka has, over the years, followed a
tradition of close and constructive cooperation with all
UN human rights mechanisms even during the period of
the conflict. Our experience in dealing with violence and
terrorism has made us acutely aware of the need to
demonstrate Sri Lanka’s commitment to openness and
accountability in the promotion and protection of human
rights even wunder difficult circumstances. As a
responsible member of the international community, Sri
Lanka will continue to engage constructively with the UN
and its agencies in a spirit of cooperation in keeping with
the domestic priorities and policies as well as the
international obligations and undertakings.

Sir, no country has a greater interest in bringing about
reconciliation, promoting and protecting human rights
among its people than Sri Lanka, a point that has
repeatedly been emphasized during the proceedings of the
Human Rights Council. No sovereign government is
bound to work according to external prescriptions, but be
guided by the democratic aspirations of its own people.

Sri Lanka has a well-established, time-honoured legal
system which is capable of ensuring dispensation of
justice according to the Constitution of Sri Lanka.

The Government remains committed to protecting the
armed forces and the police, who have made
immeasurable sacrifices to defeat terrorism, protect the
territorial integrity of the country and regain for all people
of Sri Lanka the most cherished of all rights, the right to
life.
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Sri Lanka had overcome many challenges in the past.
We ended decades of separatist terrorism, successfully
managed the human-health dimension of the COVID-19
pandemic and despite economic challenges, succeeded in
maintaining a high rank in human development. We
aspire to build on the economic, political and social
stability restored in the recent months with the support of
all our people and through outreach to the overseas Sri
Lankans in a just, fair and inclusive society which realizes
the full enjoyment of the human rights and fundamental
freedom.

The time is now opportune for us to get together and
make good on the promises given to the people in the
areas of reconciliation and human rights over successive
governments. We need to look beyond the Resolution and
continue, with vigour, the work that has been initiated in
that area.

It is important that we deliver on the promises we
have repeatedly given to the international community and
win the people who belong to the Sri Lankan origin in
various parts of the world. The process towards replacing
the PTA with a comprehensive national security
legislation must continue. The introduction of the
constitutional amendments and a legal framework which
will strengthen democratic governance, participation and
the rule of law as well as independent institutional
oversight must be implemented.

A domestic truth-seeking mechanism, as envisaged by
the Presidential Commission of Inquiry for Appraisal of
the Findings of Previous Commissions and Committees
on Human Rights and the Way forward, must materialize.
We must provide a platform where people can have their
grievances addressed and find closure, however difficult
the process may be. We are of the firm view that any
solution should be within the constitutional framework of
a sovereign Sri Lanka. We seek the cooperation and
understanding of all sectors of society and all political
parties in carrying this process forward. By doing so, we
will prevent external people from meddling in our own
affairs. Therefore, it is important that all governments,
including our Government of today, deliver on the
promises we have made with regard to a truth-seeking
mechanism. So, I invite all parties represented in this
Parliament to come forward and agree on a mechanism so
that we could resolve our problems within this country.
We also invite the Sri Lankans belonging to all races,
religions and ethnicities who are living in various parts of
the world to come forward and march towards building a
united Sri Lanka. It is very important that we have
multiparty consensus on the truth-seeking mechanism.
Sir, I would urge your good office to take the lead and
call for a meeting of all the Party Leaders so that we
could agree on the mechanism and deliver domestically,
which will prevent an external mechanism, protect
everyone and in the meantime, give an opportunity for the
people who are grieving to come and tell their stories as
well as it would be a platform for the people who have
been unfairly accused of to come and redeem themselves.
It is important that we do that and if we do not, this
mechanism will go out of the country.

Sir, it is also my duty to mention that none of the
African countries had voted in favour of the Resolution
and only one country in the whole of Asia had voted in
favour of that. Therefore, it is not a game of numbers, but
it is important for us to deliver our promises through a
local truth-seeking mechanism so that we need not get
others involved in this whole process. In the meantime,
we are also continuing to engage with our friends both in
the Western and Eastern theatres to promote Sri Lanka’s
standing in the international community. Thank you.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Okay.

O 238 w8O Dwmo
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(The Hon. Kabir Hashim)

Hon. Minister, you made a Statement, which reflects
your failure diplomatically because you accepted that a
lesser number of people have voted for us. You have also
failed to address in your speech about the new allegations
that have come up, which do not relate to what happened
earlier. Up to now, we were only grappling with the issues
that had happened during and after the war, but this time,
the UNHRC has brought allegations regarding the misuse
of the PTA. Also, there is an allegation about economic
crimes, which this Government has not addressed and if
you do not address those, this Government is not going to
have any credibility. So, you have created more problems
for us. Therefore, please address those issues and tell the
House what you have done regarding the allegations,
about economic crimes and the misuse of the PTA.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs for report.
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Having said that, I also note that the Bill presented to
amend the Poisons, Opium and Dangerous Drugs
Ordinance is not to be taken up for debate today, but,
perhaps, will be taken up later. If it is still undergoing
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review, I want to draw your attention, Hon. Minister, to
certain provisions in the Bill which are extremely
dangerous and very worrying. There are many provisions
in that Bill which need to be addressed. However, there is
one area in particular that I would like to draw your
attention to and that is with regard to compulsory
rehabilitation. That has been included in that Bill, which
is not to be taken up for debate today, but if it is to be
taken up later, please make note that those areas should be
paid attention to.

As you know, rehabilitation for drug addiction is an
area of specialized concern, which has a lot to do with
physical and mental health and also socioeconomic
conditions. Compulsory rehabilitation is a concept which
is extremely controversial and in this Bill, it has been
proposed that even children under 18 years arrested under
certain conditions should be sent for compulsory
rehabilitation. If this Bill is going to be taken up, I urge
you to take a serious look at the Clause on compulsory
rehabilitation because it is not something that is in line
with the international standards on human rights or
treatment for drug addiction. These concepts that have
been included in this Bill, I think, point to the larger
problem of law and order and justice in this country,
particularly considering things like crime, punishment and
rehabilitation. This also links, I think, to the most
damaging international indictment on the country in terms
of what happened in Geneva recently. We will have to
acknowledge the fact that, internationally, we are at the
lowest ebb today when we consider how we are being
ranked with regard to important concepts like law and
order, democracy and justice.

The Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs, when he spoke
today, also talked about the fact that we are caught in a
web of international or global politics. That is true. I think
there is no denying of the fact that the human rights
regimes and human rights institutions work within that
international order and that those agendas will always
come into play. As sovereign countries, we need to know
how to position ourselves, taking into account that reality.
But, the fact of the matter is that it is not the international
or the global context that has brought about these
problems for our country, but the practices of our own
governments. For several years, serially, the governments
have failed to put in place trustworthy and acceptable
mechanisms for accountability and for ensuring justice in
this country. That is why we are constantly and
consistently subjected to these kinds of indictments by the
international human rights community.

More than the international human rights community,
our concerns should be about the citizens of this country.
The citizens of this country no longer have trust or faith in
this system. We keep talking about domestic mechanisms,
but it is a fact that today, domestic mechanisms are
completely untrustworthy or unacceptable to the citizens
of this country.

The Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs, in Geneva,
spoke, for example, of how sacrosanct the right to free
expression is. I actually looked up the specific meaning of
that term "sacrosanct" and it means something that is

sacred, something that is holly. I think ever since this
President was voted into power by 134 Members of this
Parliament, we can see how sacrosanct the right to free
expression has been. In fact, just yesterday, we saw how
sacrosanct this Government considers the right to free
expression.

Seven student activists have been arrested yesterday
for just attempting to express themselves. There are two
student activists held under the Prevention of Terrorism
(Temporary Provisions) Act. Ever since the last couple of
months, no citizen of this country who tried to express
himself has been allowed to do so without being attacked
by the police. These are the reasons why we are facing
today the kinds of condemnation internationally in the
midst of an economic crisis, where we are going around
with a begging bowl expecting the international
community to bail us out.

So, the fact of the matter is that the citizens of this
country have no trust or faith in the ability of this
Government to deliver justice, uphold law and order or to
ensure democracy. The feeling amongst the citizens of
this country is that the system of law and order and the
democratic institutions are just there in name and are
there to protect the Government, the very violent and
corrupt Government, that they are certainly not there to
protect the citizens of this country. That is the feeling the
majority of the citizens of Sri Lanka have, that the law
and order system in this country is actually upholding a
corrupt and a violent regime and that it is not there to
deliver justice to the people of this country. Ultimately,
the aim or the reason for us to have law and order and a
system of justice in this country is to see how those
systems can deliver justice to the citizens of this country,
not just to the powerful persons who are part of the
Government. So, any justice system needs to think about
how punishment must be objective, reasonable and
proportionate and how legal decisions should be
implemented through unbiased procedures, and this is
exactly what is lacking in our systems of law and order
and justice in the country right now.
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So, it is in that context that we are facing the
condemnation of the international community at a
moment when we are seeking their help to resolve a very
critical economic crisis. So, establishing that trust is one
of the conditions for establishing political stability in this
country and as long as we are unable to do that, we will
not be able to intervene to resolve the very serious
economic problem we are currently facing.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, before I move on to the
substantive part of my speech, I wish to specifically
mention this since the Hon. Minister of Justice, Prison
Affairs and Constitutional Reforms is present. Sir, there
was a Gazette Notification issued in December, 2020, by
which the previous Minister of Justice and the Ministry
approved all examinations in the Law College to be
conducted only in English. I think that is a gross injustice
that is going to be committed because from 1956 onwards
and certainly after the 1960s, the system this country has
produced has been to work against English and the
greatest institution which supposedly upheld the
Swabhasha system was the judicial system, except in the
Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court, which, in my
view, if you are, in fact, going to be committed to your
native languages, must also be in Tamil and Sinhala.
However, suddenly bringing in this Gazette Notification, I
think, has caused a lot of panic. I have been inundated by
phone calls over the last couple of days from Sinhalese,
Tamil and Muslim law students, some of them actually
saying that they want to commit suicide. So, I think, this
is extremely unfair. You must intervene, Hon. Minister. |
am someone who is very much in favour of English
because I have had an English education and I know the
advantages one gets from that. But, there is a way to go
about it; you cannot just wake up one day and take a
decision and put people in utter jeopardy. Students have
to try very hard as it is not easy to get into the Law
College and once they come in, passing out itself is very
difficult. So, I think, to suddenly bring this and burden
them is grossly unjust.

Then, I wish to comment very briefly, Sir, on some of
the comments made by the -
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)
Hon. Member, may I explain?
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Sir, could you pause my time? - [Interruption] Okay.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

Hon. Presiding Member, in fact, this issue was raised
by several Hon. Members from both sides of the House
and there was a difference of opinion. It was argued that
since all the other faculties like the medical and
engineering faculties conduct their examinations in
English, why can the Law College not do the same. But, I
pointed out that unlike to the other faculties, to the Law
College, the students enroll through only one avenue - a
competitive examination. Most of those students came
and met me and pleaded me to change it, saying that they
can understand English, but it is difficult for them to
write in English. I informed of this matter to the Hon.
Chief Justice, who is the Chairman of the Council of
Legal Education. After having consultations with the
Board of Studies, they informed me that they wish to
continue in the same way, in the English language.

But, this morning also I said that, again, I am going to
discuss this matter with the Council of Legal Education
and try to reach a compromise, at least for a particular
period, the students to be accommodated under the
Swabhasha policy. Sir, I will definitely attend to that
issue. Thank you.

® 8.8. 02353509E® Dwmn
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
I thank you, Hon., Minister.

Since I have got six more minutes, Sir, I now wish to
comment about some of the statements made by the
Minister of Foreign Affairs in his Ministerial Statement
this morning. Though it is not relevant to this particular
Debate - the Minster of Justice is here - his Statement
effectively affects the affairs of the Ministry of Justice.
Sir, one of the cornerstones of justice is natural justice.
That is, the people concerned with a particular judicial
proceeding must feel that the system is just, that when
they go through a certain process they should feel
confident that when they come out of that process,
whatever decision given at the end of it, they can accept.
It might not be for them, but if they have faith in that
system, that whole system would work. Unfortunately,
Sir, when it comes to matters concerning the ethnic issue,
the judicial system has failed. That is not something what
I say - I am a political party leader and I can be partisan
about it - but what very many completely neutral
institutions have said repeatedly and what the Hon.
Members of this very same House, who are highly
respected, have said this morning.

The reality is, unfortunately, the judicial system,
especially when it comes to the ethnic conflict and its
ancillary matters, is completely partisan and cannot be
trusted. Now, I am making these comments purely on the
ethnic question, but if you ask the Hon. Members of the



1777 2022 @fendad 19 1778

JVP or the NPP who spoke today, they will also tell you
that their position is that it affects their own constituents
too. So, when there is this serious credibility concern, to
expect a domestic mechanism to have credibility is just
not going to work, Sir, and that is a fact.

The only way in which victims can feel that justice is
done is by having a credible criminal justice process and
that can only happen, in my view, if it is an international
one because, very unfortunately, the ethnic conflict is
polarizing. The comments made by consecutive High
Commissioners for Human Rights have been that the
judicial system pertaining to accountability issues with
regard to the war and its related matters is so politically
corrupt and corrupted that it cannot possibly be expected
to deliver justice. So, that is the bedrock on which these
Resolutions in Geneva had been passed. I am a great critic
of the Resolutions. My view is that the UN Human Rights
Council cannot function unless the country concerned
cooperates. So, if Sri Lanka is not willing to cooperate
regarding whatever Resolution that is passed, that is the
end of the matter. So, the victims are left high and dry.
Those Resolutions with regard to Sri Lanka had been
passed since 2012, but nothing has happened and today,
the only thing the Minister of Foreign Affairs has said
somewhat differently is that he is thinking in terms of a
truth commission. We all know, Sir, that the country
which everybody venerates with regard to a truth
commission is South Africa. Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
who was the main brains behind the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of South Africa, himself said
that he was disappointed with the South African model
because, ultimately, it did not have any prosecutions; the
people who had committed heinous crimes, at the end of
the day, eirther just came before the Truth Commission
and confessed or the victims came and cried and that was
the end of the matter. Grave crimes were swept under the
carpet and that was the serious disappointment that
Archbishop Tutu had expressed. And, that is the model
Sri Lanka wants to adopt, a failed process in South Africa
because it did not follow through criminal justice
prosecutions; that is the model the Hon. Minister of
Foreign Affairs wants Sri Lanka to pursue. So, my view,
Sir, is that his Statement this morning proves beyond
doubt that Sri Lanka and its system will never produce
justice for the victims of grave crimes that had taken
place.

So, it has to be an international mechanism, if at all,
for the victims to have some sort of recourse to justice.
We have repeatedly said that Sri Lanka, if it has nothing
to worry about, should face it. When I say that we want
the ICC to investigate Sri Lanka, people immediately turn
around and tell me that the LTTE should also be
investigated.
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I am winding up, Sir.

We are not worried about the LTTE being
investigated, we are not worried about Tamils being
investigated. If we can stand up and tell the truth and if
we can prove the truth, we are not frightened to appear
before any court. Why are you all frightened to appear
before court? Why are you all frightened to appear
before the International Criminal Court and clear your
names? Unfortunately, because of a considerable number
of members of the armed forces, the entire armed forces,
even people who have nothing to do with the war, are
being considered war criminals. So, why do you all not
want to clear your name? You clear your name and that is
good for you as well. So, our view, Sir, is that this
Statement is yet another justification, yet another proof
that Sri Lanka will never produce justice. The Hon.
Minister’s idea of a truth commission is yet another
perfect example how Sri Lanka wants to push under the
carpet anything that has to do with justice and cover it up.

Thank you.
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Question put, and agreed to.

oG d © OO Smmed Bwm Grosmewssy 9O
Hoewsy, ¥d; od; 9Oy @eT;cf Bewmo §Raes220:6) Ses.

HsITLIDS,
Y& TFRTSS TR YHVGe, OIS  BIDTTET  LOSVDEBLI
YU BT HEWVDLD UBIS5H T 56N,

Whereupon THE HON. MADHURA WITHANAGE left the Chair
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe.]
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Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 4, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 9, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 10 to 12 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 13. - (Amendment of section 41 of the principal enactment)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 13, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 14, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 15, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 16, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 17 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question, that the New Clauses be added to the Bill, put and
agreed to.
New Clauses ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Order for Second Reading read.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe.]
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Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 4.- (Insertion of new sections 3A, 3B, 3C and 3D in the
principal enactment)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 4, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

5 O DosiBe.- (Yo yerdBed 4 05
DosIBe yRewdsmes R3)
suresLd 5.- (Yoeremind FI L eurdsssler 4510
fleweu wrHf @ CFuigev)
CLAUSE 5.- (Replacement of section 4 of the principal enactment)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 5, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 6 to 9 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."”
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe.]
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Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

3 05 DosIBG.- (Y yrdBed 33 Ox
Dos¥BB teerddmwe BBO)
UTFSLD 3.- (PSHOTWOF FL L eUTSHEBSS6T 339 LD

diflspsus 5]msH5I560)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Order for Second Reading read.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe.]
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Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 3 to 7 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Order for Second Reading read.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe.]

2002 e38000PE e e &,

[oct cherrcznn@ G@eszrcied Sw.]

Gapeilsy yrmuwiiiin L g.

[omsvsryiflg FLmprwsi yauiser Semavsnw auslgsrissir.]
Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 3. - (Amendment of section 4 of the principal enactment)

@0 (008 w) Beswsgaes Goesestes Dwmo

(wrenrfl@ (S0THF) allLwsren rregLsFag)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

B0 BDIBBROB, @ vHHm wWeHsY Berdds @3y

DHOB0:



1845 2022 @fendad 19 1846

1) "3 D2 89ed, 4 O @ 5 O 0d€ 90 S & eDHDO wum
qBeDD @08 GIed® HOBIB).

‘eon g 00m dwo & edpmoo "(2) om
cudosiBed BdEdmD ¢afos' "

?2) "3 o 899, 10 o 088w 90 6 & eOMPO wun (Eeds
@008 Goed® WOBID.

'(2) enedme®sInma "

3) "3 02 89D, 20 05 ed€w 90 W6 & eDHDO vuB (IESeds
@m0 Goed® MBI,

'®0230 B8 wemes' "

“) "3 D2 8geDd, 24 05 0d€ed 80 31 O edEw ¢ 0d€ (&
0d€ e¢m ¢ FOD) D mSHIH."

5) "4 0 8ged, | O ed€ed 80 20 O od€w ¢ edg (&
0d€ e¢m ¢ PNOD) O mSBIH."

@oealdr v gpo «» gawme S@ws» EEr, e@ws
080» Jes.

BBGSBIG6T (BSSBLILIL (B) 6TMMYS CIBTETOMLILIL LS.

Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 4. - (Amendment to section 7 of the principal enactment)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 4, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 5 and 6 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed - Minister of Environment)

Thank you very much, Hon. Member. Hon. Speaker,
it is so exciting to speak looking at the empty seats in
front of me; there is no one in the seats.

Sir, the Answer is as follows:

(01) Despite being a small island nation in Asia, Sri
Lanka, along with Western Ghats, is recognized as
one of the 36 biodiversity hotspots of the world.
With a high dependence on its biodiversity for
tourism and other social and economic activities,
the Island is also home to a large number of
endemic species: fauna and flora that are found
nowhere else on the Earth.

As it is in many other countries, Sri Lanka’s
biodiversity too is endangered by the increase of
harmful human activities such as habitat
encroachment and fragmentation, unsustainable
use and management of natural resources,
pollution and the introduction of invasive alien
species.

Since 1994, Sri Lanka has been a party to the
Biodiversity Convention of the United Nations
and is in the process of mainstreaming
biodiversity into planning of national development
policies. The Ministry of Environment plays the
role of National Focal Point - NFP - to the
Biodiversity Convention.

The challenges or threats to biodiversity in Sri
Lanka are as follows:

Various anthropogenic activities and environmental
factors pose threats to biodiversity. This results in
certain species in the planet becoming extinct over
time. This is called biodegradation. It can happen
in several ways:

*  Encroachment into forests for agriculture
causes habitat loss and fragmentation

+ llicit felling of timber resulting in loss of
ecosystem services and habitats for species

e Other localized encroachments into forests,
wetlands, coastal and marine systems due
to housing, tourism facilities, village
expansion/ establishing new villages,
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urbanization, for  development  of
commercial facilities and access roads,
prawn farming or aquaculture and salt
production involving clearing of the coastal
ecosystem - mangroves, salt marshes et
cetera - and establishment of inappropriate
tourist infrastructure that adversely affects
the environment.

» Forest degradation due to firewood
collection and damage to undergrowth,
cattle grazing, die-back of forest species and
over extraction of minerals

* Changes in water regimes and
sedimentation due to dam construction,
major and mini-hydro projects that alter
water regimes, poorly planned irrigation
structures, encroachments into  river
reservations and proliferation of agro-wells.

+ Lack of strategic use of land during
development, resulting in loss of critical
forests and important wildlife habitats and
wetlands.

» spread of Invasive Alien Species (IAS)
* Over exploitation of species

e Destructive
extraction

practices during resource

* Pollution resulting in loss of ecosystem
services and habitats for species

» Increasing human population and contacts
with wildlife (Human-elephant conflict and
human-wild animal conflict)

* Climate change and other major natural
disasters i.e. human-induced global climate
change, tsunami, floods, droughts, coastal
erosion and natural outbreaks of parasites
and pests.

The Ministry of Environment provides policy
directions towards conservation of biodiversity.

In order to address these challenges, the Ministry
of Environment developed the National
Biodiversity Strategic Action Plan (NBSAP) and
the National Environmental Action Plan (NEAP).
They are being implemented. It is the main policy
instrument we have for guiding us on conserving
biodiversity of the Island and using it for
sustainable development as well as sharing
benefits generated by it among the general public
in a justifiable manner.

In addition to the above, the Ministry of
Environment has formulated policies and Acts to
address the biodiversity issues of the country in
varying degree. They are the National Policy, the
Strategy and Action Plan on Invasive Alien
Species (IAS), the National Policy on Biosafety,
the National Policy on Conservation and
Sustainable Utilization of Mangrove Ecosystem in

(02)

(03)
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Sri Lanka, the National Policy on Access to
Genetic Resources and Benefit Sharing (ABS
Policy), the Traditional Knowledge Policy, the
Draft Alien Organisms (Control) Act and the
Draft Biosafety Act for facilitating to overcome
the above challenges.

Sri Lanka is affected by a number of climatic
hazards and extreme events and those are
projected to worsen with climate change. Being an
island with a mountainous central region, Sri
Lanka has been affected by floods, droughts,
landslides, coastal storms and erosion, cyclones
and storm surges. During the past decade, the
frequency of droughts, floods and cyclones has
increased.

In this respect, the Ministry of Environment, being
the National Focal Point to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC), has assessed the climate vulnerability
in 2010 using the vulnerability formula of
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC). Further, a climate risk assessment has
been conducted in 2018 to identify the
vulnerability of climate change impacts in the
country using the risk formula introduced by the
Sixth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

Accordingly, the most vulnerable sectors to
adverse effects of climate change have been
identified. Among them, agriculture, fisheries,
livestock, human health, water, coastal and marine
biodiversity and ecosystems, tourism, human
settlement and infrastructure are the most
vulnerable sectors to adverse effects of climate
change. Geographically, the central highlands, dry
zones, wet zone as well as the coastal region have
been identified as the wvulnerable regions for
different climate- induced disasters.

In order to build resilience in the above sectors
and geographical areas, the Ministry of
Environment has prepared the National
Adaptation Plan and at present, it is being
implemented by different stakeholders. Further, in
the Nationally Determined Contributions - NDCs
- submitted to the UNFCCC, these sectors have
been incorporated for building resilience with the
support of external parties.

Furthermore, in response to the challenges posed
by climate change, Sri Lanka has taken several
steps by introducing national policies (the
National Climate Change Policy of Sri Lanka
2012), strategies ( the National Climate Change
Adaptation Strategy 2011-2016) and action plans
such as the National Adaptation Plan for Climate
Change Impacts of Sri Lanka 2016-2025.

I wish to emphasize that addressing climate
change has taken place in Sri Lanka in a highly
scientific and technical manner since 2010 and it
is being continued.

Mid-term and long-term measures have been
taken to conserve Sri Lanka’s environment.
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Every country in the world has made a policy
intervention as a long-term programme to protect
its environment. Sri Lanka has also recognized this
need well and presented an environmental policy

as a national policy.
medium-term and

Identifying long-term,
short-term  strategies and

activities for the implementation of the National
Environment Policy - NEP - is an essential task.
For this, a National Environmental Action Plan -
NEAP - has been prepared with the consultative
participation of all stakeholders.

1.

National Environment Policy - NEP

Since the publication of the National
Environment Policy and Strategy in 2003,
new environmental challenges have
emerged. Significant changes have taken
place nationally and globally affecting our
environment. The economic, social, and
cultural factors which contribute to climate
change have evolved and the scientific
knowledge of the subject has grown
significantly.

Accordingly, the necessity of updating the
NEPs had been stressed by many parties,
highlighting the changing priorities of
environmental management. The Ministry
of Environment, considering these changes
that have taken place since the formulation
of NEPs in 2003, recognized the necessity
of updating the NEPs focusing on major
thematic areas.

The Ministry of Environment has taken
necessary steps to formulate a National
Environment Policy - NEP - focusing on
key thematic areas. The NEP is based on
principles of environmental management.

In this regard, the Ministry of Environment
has formulated the National Environment
Policy in line with the current and future
environmental trends following a wide
range of consultations of experts and
stakeholders and calling for public
comments and views of the Members of
Parliament.

The National Environment Policy has been
approved by the Cabinet of Ministers on
20.06.2022. The NEP will be unveiled soon
after the printing process is completed.

Preparation of the National Environment
Action Plan - NEAP

The National Environmental Action Plan
(2022-2030) has been prepared by the
Ministry of Environment by paying
attention to the environmental challenges of
the Twenty First Century and in accordance
with the Sustainable Development Goals -
SDGs - of the United Nations as well. The
strategies and action plans required for the
implementation of the National Environment
Policy is provided by this Plan.

1854

This National Environmental Action Plan -
NEAP - which has been prepared as an
active action plan in collaboration with all
institutions of stakeholders has been
prepared so as to combine with the annual
action plans of all relevant institutions, as
required.

The environmental protection and
development can be introduced according
to the agreements of the Sustainable
Development Goals and the Paris
Agreement. This Plan has been prepared on
the interactive procedure, in which the
relevant main parties have participated and
includes nine themes and three cross-
cutting areas.

Accordingly, the relevant facts relating to
the main nine theme fields such as water,
air, land, biodiversity, climate changes,
coastal and marine resources, waste
management, urban and human settlement
and industry and the three cross-cutting
themes such as co-ordination, knowledge
management and utilization of resources
have been covered through this Action
Plan.

The responsibilities vested in the Ministry
of Environment relating to the National
Environmental Action Plan are included in
the activities such as fulfilling the
prominent duty relevant to implementing
and supervision, reviewing of subject
matters of the Plan and conforming to those
matters, providing necessary guidance to
the institutions which are responsible for
the implementation of all activities
identified. It includes a procedure for the
implementation and supervision of the
National Environmental Action Plan and
by this procedure, the necessary direction
for proper implementation of that Action
Plan and reaching of expected targets are
carried out.

Currently, the National Environment Action Plan is
being translated into the Sinhala and Tamil languages and
will be institutionalized after obtaining the approval of
the Cabinet of Ministers. Thank you.
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And it being past 5.30 p.m., MR. SPEAKER adjourned Parliament
without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.45 p.m until 9.30 a.m. on
Thursday, 20th October, 2022.
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