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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER
[THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA ABEYWARDANA]
in the Chair.
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POISONS, OPIUM AND DANGEROUS DRUGS (AMENDMENT)
BILL: DETERMINATION OF THE SUPREME COURT

@O DIBNBHD O
(oTenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

I wish to announce to the Parliament that I have
received the Determination of the Supreme Court in
respect of the Bill entitled "Poisons, Opium and
Dangerous Drugs (Amendment)", which was challenged
in the Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the
Constitution.

Court has made the

The Supreme following

Determination:

The petitioner has failed to comply with the
mandatory provisions of Article 121(1) of the
Constitution and thereby, failed to duly invoke the
jurisdiction of the Court to make a determination in the
instant matter under Article 123 of the Constitution and
therefore, the Court proceed to reject the petition.

I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court
be printed in the Official Report of today’s Proceedings.
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Determination of the Supreme Court:

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF
SRI LANKA

1In the matter of an application in terms of Article 121
read with Article 120 of the Constitution to determine
whether the Bill titled “Poisons, Opium and
Dangerous Drugs (Amendment) Act” or any part
thereof is inconsistent with the Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka,

S.C.S.D.NO. 53/2022  Petitioner: Ambika Satkunanathan,
No. 27 Rudra Mawatha,

Colombo 06.

Counsel: Pulasthi Hewamanna with Harini Jayawardhana,
Fadhila Fairoze and Githmi Wjenarayana instructed
by Lilanthi de Silva.

Hon, Attorney General,

Respondent:
Attorney General's Department,
Colombo 12.
Counsel: Priyantha Nawana PC SASG with Sudharshana de
Silva DSG and Dr. Avanti Perera DSG.
Before: P. Padman Surasena J

Yasantha Kodagoda PC J

Achala Wengappuli J

The Bench assembled for hearing the petition on 21 September 2022.

The Bill titled “Poisons, Opium and Dangerous Drugs (Amendment)” (Hereinafter sometimes
referred to as the Bill) was published in the Gazette on 23 August 2022 and was placed on
the Order Paper of Parliament on 9" September 2022.

The Petitioner has filed the petition dated 16t September 2022 invoking the jurisdiction vested
in this Court by virtue of Article 120 read with Article 121(1) of the Constitution, in respect of
the aforementioned Bill. The Petitioner has prayed for a determination from this Court under
Article 123 of the Constitution.

At the commencement of the hearing, the learned Senior Additional Solicitor General who
appeared for the Hon. Attorney General raised a preliminary objection stating that the petition
should be rejected /i /imine for the non-compliance of the mandatory procedure stipulated in
Article 121 (1) of the Constitution as the Petitioner has failed to deliver a copy of the petition
to the Hon. Speaker at the same time the Petitioner had filed the petition in this Court.

Let us first set down here, the sequence of events leading up to the hearing of the instant
matter. The Bill titled “Poisons, Opium and Dangerous Drugs (Amendment)” has been placed
in the Order Paper of the Parliament on 9% September 2022. The Petitioner has filed the
instant petition in the registry of the Supreme Court on 16" September 2022. The Petitioner
has not averred in her Petition that a copy of the petition was delivered to the Hon. Speaker
at the same time she filed this petition in the Supreme Court. She also does not say in her
petition that she has handed over a copy of the petition to the postal authority to be sent to
the Speaker. (What the Petitioner has stated in paragraph 7 of the petition is that she had
taken steps to furnish a copy of the petition to Hon. Speaker.) Although the Petitioner in the
motion filed along with the Petition, has stated “...notice of this petition has been served on
the Hon. Speaker of the Parfiament and to the Hon. Attorney General and the registered postal
article is annexed’ the said motion does not bear any date. Thus, the court is unable to
ascertain either from the petition or from the motion, the date on which the petitioner has
“served” a copy of the petition on the Speaker as claimed by her.

Article 121 (1) of the constitution upon which the Petitioner has filed the instant petition reads
as follows,
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"The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court to ordinarily determine any such question as
aforesaid may be invoked by the President by a written reference addressed to the
Chief Justice, or by any citizen by a petition in writing addressed to the Supreme Court.
Such reference shall be made, or such petition shall be filed, within one week of
the Bill being placed on the Order Paper of the Parliament and a copy thereof
shall at the same time be delivered to the Speaker. In this paragraph "citizen”
includes a body, whether incorporated or unincorporated, if not less than three-fourths
of the members of such body are citizens.” (Emphasis Added)
Accordingly, while the aforementioned provision permits the President or any Citizen to invoke
the jurisdiction of this Court to determine any question as to whether any Bill or any provision
thereof is inconsistent with the Constitution, it also stipulates two requirements to be complied
with. Firstly, the reference by the President or the petition by any citizen must be filed within
one week of the Bill being placed on the Order Paper of the Parliament, and secondly, a copy
of such reference or petition must at the same time be delivered to the Speaker of the
Parliament. Repeated presence of the words “shall” in the second sentence in Article 121 (1)
has made the compliance of both the stipulated requirements mandatory. The presence of
the word “and” therein is an indication that both limbs in the sentence must be read together
and the mandatory nature has been made applicable not only to the first requirement but also
to the second requirement as well. Thus, we have no doubt that the compliance of both the
stipulated requirements in Article 121 (1) are mandatory and both the requirements must be
complied within the time limit specified therein. Moreover, this Court in its determination
pertaining to Sri Lanka Telecommunications Bill,! echoed a similar sentiment when it
considered the submission of the counsel for the petitioner of that petition who sought to
argue that the compliance of the requirements in Article 121 (1) are directory and not
mandatory. We would quote below, an extract from the relevant paragraph from the said
determination.
"This purpose of the Article cannot be achieved unless the provisions designed to
secure such result are regarded as mandatory. The Article also provides for the
suspension of the ordinary legislative powers of Parfiament for a period of 3 weeks
when a Bill is referred to the Supreme Court for its adjudication - Article 121(2). The
aims of the Article will be defeated unless its scope is wide enough to prevent
Parliament from debating or proceeding with the Bill whilst the Supreme Court is

208Ee®xsInd
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received in the office of the Speaker on 20" September 2022.° There is no doubt that the
handing over of that copy to the residence of the Speaker has been done after the lapse of
the permitted time limit and therefore suffice it to say that it has no effect in law. In any case,
the Petitioner has not relied on that delivery; she has not averred any such delivery either in
the petition or in the motion. It was the learned counsel for the Petitioner who merely made
that statement from the Bar Table.

As pointed out by the learned Senior Additional Solicitor General, in the determination of Sri
Lanka Telecommunications Bill° the petitioners of that case had posted the copy of the
petition to Hon. Speaker on the 8" Day. This Court in that determination, has held as follows:
"The Petitioners have failed to comply with the mandatory provisions of Article 121(1)
of the Constitution in that they have failed to deliver to the Speaker a copy of the
petition presented to the Supreme Court within 1 week of the Bill being placed in the
Order Paper of Parliament. This being so this court has no jurisdiction to proceed
further with the petitions before it as the jurisdiction of the Court has not been duly
invoked.....”
We also observe that this Court in its determination on Homeopathy Bill’ had upheld the
preliminary objection of the Attorney General that the petitioner had failed not only to file the
petition in the Supreme Court but also failed to deliver a copy to the Speaker within a period
of one week as stipulated in Article 121 (1) of the Constitution. This Court in that determination
too, held that the petitioners in that determination had failed to duly invoke the jurisdiction of
this Court for that reason.

Responding to the preliminary objection raised by the learned Senior Additional Solicitor, the
learned counsel for the Petitioner took up the position that the petitioner has in fact fulfilled
the aforementioned requirement of delivering a copy of the petition to Hon. Speaker within
one week from the Bill being placed in the Order Paper by handing over such copy to the
postal authority on 16" September 2022 (which was the 7% day). In this regard, the learned
counsel for the Petitioner relied on the determination of Divineguma Bill® where the Court
has observed as follows.

engaged in deliberating its constitutionality. This provision which requires Parli it
to be informed that the Bill is before the Supreme Court - Article 121(1) must be
regarded as mandatory.”

! SC Special Determination Nos. 5/91, 6/91, 7/91.

Indeed, in the instant case, the Petitioner did not dispute the fact that the compliance of both
the said requirements in Article 121 (1) are mandatory. Moreover, in addition to the
aforementioned determination of Sri Lanka Telecommunications Bill,? this Court in many
other instances also, had held that the compliance of the requirements stipulated in Article
121(1) are mandatory. Thus, this Court would be able to exercise its jurisdiction in the instant
case, only if the aforementioned requirements have been complied with.

Given that the Bill was placed on the Order Paper on 9" September 2022, the Petitioner was
legally obliged to fulfil the aforementioned requirements within one week; the period of a
week in this regard has been decided by this Court to be a period of 7 days.® Accordingly, the
Petitioner should have fulfilled the same on or before the 16™ of September 2022. It was the
contention of the learned Senior Additional Solicitor General that while the Petitioner has
complied with the first requirement by filing the petition in the registry of the Supreme Court
on 16% September 2022, the Petitioner had failed to comply with the second requirement.
The Petitioner has handed over a copy of the petition to the postal authority (addressed to
the Hon. Speaker) on 16% September 2022. The Secretary General of Parliament has
subsequently confirmed to Hon. Attorney General that the aforesaid copy of the petition
posted by the Petitioner, was received in the office of Hon. Speaker on 21% September 2022.%
The said receipt is outside the time limit stipulated in Article 121 (1) of the Constitution. To
avoid any ambiguity, let us also state here that there was no dispute that the Petitioner had
posted a copy of the petition to Hon. Speaker only once and that was the posting done on
16t September 2022.

Further, during the hearing, the learned counsel for the Petitioner informed us that the
instructing Attorney of the Petitioner had also hand delivered another copy of the petition to
the residence of the Speaker on 17" September 2022. That is the copy which has been

2 SC Special Determination Nos. 5/91, 6/91, 7/91.

3 SC Special Determination Nos. 5/91, 6/91, 7/91, SC Special Determination No.11/2022.

4 Vide R 2B the letter dated 22" September 2022 by the Secretary - General of the Parliament addressed to Hon.
Attorney General.

S Vide R 2A the letter dated 20' September 2022 by the Secretary - General of the Parliament addressed to Hon.
Attorney General.

6 SC Special Determination Nos. 5/91, 6/91, 7/91.

7 SC Special Determination No. 27/2016.

8 SC Special Determination No. 01/2012.

"The petition in SC SD 02/2012 was filed on 17.08.2012 and had sent the same to
Hon. Speaker on the same day by Registered Post. The meaning of the word “delivery”
could be defined as mailed or dispatched. The oxford English Dictionary (2 Edition
(Volume 1V), Page 362) defines the word delivery as the action of handing over or
conveying into the hands of another, especially the action of a carrier in delivering
letters or goods entrusted to him for a conveyance to a person at a distance. Such
could be easily carried out by way of posting and in the present matter the documents
had been sent by Registered Post on the same day it was filed in the Supreme Court.”

Accordingly, it was the submission of the learned counsel for the Petitioner that the Petitioner
has complied with the second requirement under Article 121 (1) by handing over the parcel
containing a copy of the petition to the postal authority on 16" September 2022.

Thus, the main question before this Court at this stage, is to determine whether the Petitioner
by handing over the parcel containing a copy of the petition addressed to the Speaker to the
postal authority on 16™" September 2022 has satisfied the mandatory requirement under
Article 121 (1) that such petition shall be delivered to the Speaker at the same time it was
filed in the Supreme Court.

In deciding the above question, we have to interpret the word “delivered”, appearing in Article
121 (1). Thus, it is prudent at this stage, to consider in this regard, the interpretations provided
to the terms “delivery”/” delivered” in the English language.

The Oxford English Dictionary defines the word “delivered” as “Set free, disburdened of
offspring, handed over, surrendered, formally uttered or stated, etc.”,® while Oxford Advanced
Leamner’s Dictionary defines the word “deliver” as "TAKE GOODS/LETTERS 1. to take goods,
letters, etc. to the person or people they have been sent to: 1°

According to the above definitions the term “deliver”/“delivery” in the context of the
circumstances of the instant case, must mean the handing over of the copy of the petition to
the Speaker.

Let us now turn to the definitions provided by legal dictionaries. The Oxford Dictionary of Law
defines the term “delivery” as "the transfer of possession of property from one person to

9 The Oxford English Dictionary Vol. IV, 2" Edition [1989] at page 423.
10 Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 10% Edition [2020] at page 409.
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another...”* while the Merriam - Webster’s Dictionary of Law defines “deliver” as "to transfer
possession of (property) to another: put into the possession or exclusive control of another
(a deed must be delivered to be effective). ** The said definitions are also supported by Mozley
& Whiteley’s Law Dictionary which defines the term “delivery” as "The transferring of
possession from one person to another. It may be actual, as when, in fact, goods change
hands, or constructive, e g, where a buyer is already in possession of goods before sale, and
afterwards pays for them. ”*3 Thus, we note that the meaning of the words “deliver”/"delivery”
according to the above legal dictionaries is not mere transfer of property but transfer of the
possession of property which means that it is the physical possession (as opposed to property)
which should be transferred.

Further, the Blacks Law Dictionary defines the term “delivery” as “1. the formal act of
voluntarily transferring something, esp., the act of bringing goods, letters etc to a particular
person or place. 2. The thing or things so brought and transferred.”*? This definition also
shows that the delivery of a letter to a particular person is completed only when it is received
by the intended recipient.

Indeed, some of the above definitions have been cited with approval by this Court in several
previous determinations which had dealt with similar issues. Those include even the
determination on Divineguma Bill'> relied on by the Petitioner which has referred to the
Oxtord English Dictionary and quoted that the term “delivery is the action of handing over or
conveying into the hands of another, especially the action of a carrier in delivering fetters or
goods entrusted to him for a conveyance to a person at a distance. "%

It would also be relevant at this stage of our endeavour of interpreting the term “delivery”, to
refer to the Sinhala version of Article 121 (1) of the Constitution. Let me now reproduce the
Sinhala version of Article 121 (1) of the Constitution.

‘owm B 888 § 08B w0 yadrwnt EENCO eOvowst HBoww BHEOD
OB IEwO & ¢BwIG Dew g5 EBFOwBz0Dwr §Omr SO SEf
@Oz > B> owl BH80x Ob) symown odfturdmies ¢@m wS § ews
508, Baszp BExY wdp) cO» BT ounleln’ 85 B/ Om 0D w» oxaemls. &
own@ HBO ot cofed piloBEe s emIOs wEBe@sTod mwra 8mwd
apen me mz 05 eon qRcH DE G2 Otordws. 2O¢ & @8 HEeO

sy @wrn confae® 8domat f gOIHredES . D320 8000 s gazleries. @&

SPOBOII0OE OB Besr" O @8 @100 woeos pH®O 620k
30252025 O Beozt Dzng) wetdhon DE owf eefhom enme OeTDCEa

armen 00.” (Emphasis Added)

11 Oxford Dictionary of Law 5t Edition [2002] at page 143.

12 Merriam - Webster’s Dictionary of law [2016] at page 131.

13 Mozley & Whiteley’s Law Dictionary 12t Edition [2008] at page 105.
14 Black’s Law Dictionary 11t Edition [2019] at page 541.

15 SC Special Determination No. 01/2012.

16 The Oxford English Dictionary Vol. IV 2" Edition [1989] Page 424.

The phrase "shall be delivered to the Speaker”; in Article 121 (1) has been replaced with the
wording “maverwm Ocwd w0 fu galesses”in its Sinhala version. Let us look at some of the
English - Sinhala as well as Sinhala - English Dictionaries widely used in this country in order
to examine as to what is meant by the phrase “ewoo §us galoles”.

Charles Carter in his work The Sinhalese - English Dictionary defines the phrase ™ wo @emD"

as,
“To deliver over, commit to, consign, intrust”?’”

In defining the phrase * ©ss @¢=©>”, Charles Carter has used the phrase "to deliver over” also
as one of its English equivalents. As what has been defined in this dictionary is a Sinhala
phrase i.e. “wso e¢z08”, it would be prudent to look at the meaning given to the aforesaid
English equivalent i.e.”to deliver over” in an English - Sinhala dictionary.

The phrase “Deliver” has been defined in the Malalasekere Enalish - Sinhala_Dictionary as
follows:
“od@¢m&, (Bu® ebad @fs) &0 eem,
&e &y g3 2 ; &e3e PDNT DO WO SOHONE:,; @g/cazr

& @M ;] 0O,

52, e d

2O B0 eend 18

According to the above dictionary, the definition of the term “deliver” relevant to the instant
case before us is “e@¢»8,; (Bu®, ewbeac g:§e) dod o¢me”.

17 The Sinhalese - English Dictionary by Charles Carter [1965] at page 462.
18 The Malalasekere English - Sinhala Dictionary 4% Edition [2004] at page 287.
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As has been mentioned above, one has to be mindful that the term “a»c e¢>2»” has been
defined in Charles Carter’s Sinhalese - English Dictionary as “to deliver over”. Let us look at
how the same author has defined the word “deliver”. In his £nglish - Sinhalese Dictionary,
Charles Carter defines the term “deliver” in the following manner.

“rescue wedx,; set free Hewed 0w Gexds; COMMIL L0 805 @e&,; SUrrender o
o, deliver a child gg» mo»,; deliver a blow swost o¢=&s ; deliver an address
DO D" Y
The use of the words “surrender” and “exd e¢»&5" in the above definition also indicates that
the term “delivery ” means the action of actual handing over of the relevant item into the
hands of another.

The Gunasena Great Sinhala Dictionary defines the phrase “@»d e¢»&”as follows:

" 1. 620 0¢&, ewm owied 0emnd. 2. O0BE 8O0, AmOIess wdRO exf 0, "X
Thus, according to this dictionary, the phrase “e»o e¢2&,” has the same meaning as “swz
oaed @¢& " This further strengthen the aforesaid definition given to the word "deliver” or
“end e¢2"; in the other dictionaries as described above.

Thus, we can see that according to the local dictionaries, also the meaning of the phrase “e:c
¢ in Sinhala is the actual handing over of the item intended to be delivered to the
intended recipient. Therefore, we hold that it is only when the recipient has received an item
(which was intended to be delivered to that person) that one can say that it has been delivered
to that person. This is what we understand as the general meaning of the word “delivered”,
appearing in Article 121 (1) of the Constitution.

In the determination on Land Development (Amendment) Bill! which dealt with a similar
issue, this Court had to decide on the interpretation of the word ‘delivered”in Article 121 (1)
of the Constitution. Having considered multiple interpretations of the term “delivered” this
Court has held as follows:

"Thus, it is evident from these multiple meanings, the applicable one in relation to the
word 'delivered” that appears in Article 121(1) is the act of handing over or

surrender of a letter to a particular person or address.”  (Emphasis Added)

19 The English - Sinhalese Dictionary by Charles Carter Revised Edition [1965] at page 107.
% The Gunasena Great Sinhala Dictionary compiled by Dr. Harischandra Wijayatunga [2014] at page 1235.
2! SC Special Determination No.11/2022.

Moreover, when we consider the Standing Orders of Parliament in the light of the provision in
Article 78, we find that the above interpretation given by this Court to the term “delivered” in
Article 121 (1) in the determination on Land Development (Amendment) Bill”* is
consonant with the intention of Parliament. The analysis below would show the reason as to
why the legislature deliberately imposed in Article 121 (1), the second mandatory requirement
of the delivery of the petition to the Hon. Speaker at the same time it is filed in the Supreme

Court.

According to Article 78 (2) of the Constitution, “the passing of a Bill or a resolution by
Parliament shall be in accordance with the Constitution and the Standing Orders of
Parliament.” This is besides the requirement as per Article 78(1) of the Constitution that
“every Bill shall be published in the Gazette at least seven days before it is placed on the Order
Paper of Parliament.” Accordingly, both Article 78(1) of the Constitution and Standing Orders
of Parliament?? (in particular Standing Orders 50, 55, 57, 67 and 71) would shed light on the
intention of Parliament; those provisions would show the reason as to why the legislature has
imposed the second mandatory requirement of the delivery of the petition to the Speaker at
the same time it is filed in the Supreme Court in Article 121(1).

The purpose of Article 78(1) of the Constitution is to give notice to public regarding the
impending enactment process of the Bill. This would enable the public to study, prepare and
take preliminary preparatory steps during that time, to challenge such Bill in court if they so
wish, once it is presented to the Parliament.

According to Standing Order 50 (1), when a bill is presented to Parliament the "Bill shall be
read by the Secretary-General and the Bill shall then be deemed to have been read the first
time and to have been ordered to be printed and shall stand for Second Reading on a date
not earlier than a week from the date on which it was presented.”

The said reading by the Secretary-General is commonly known as the “first-reading” of the
Bill. As stipulated in Standing Order 50 (1), the Second Reading of the bill shall only take place
after the lapse of a week. This is also reiterated in Standing Order 55 (1) which states “A Bill

22 SC Special Determination No.11/2022.
23 standing Orders of the Parliament of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka approved and adopted by
Parliament on 07 March 2018, and to be effective from 15 April 2018.
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shall be set down for Second Reading on a day not earlier than a week from the day on which

it was presented.”

It is during this period (after the Bill is placed in the Order Paper) that any Citizen would get
the opportunity to invoke the jurisdiction of this Court to challenge the constitutionality of the
Bill. Article 121 (1) of the Constitution is very clear on that.

It would be relevant to recall that Article 78 (2) of the Constitution mandates that the passing
of a Bill shall be done in accordance with the Constitution and the Standing Orders of

Parliament.

The procedure to be followed in a situation where any citizen has invoked the jurisdiction of
Supreme Court under Article 121 (1) of the Constitution, is stipulated in Standing Order 55

(2) as follows,

“When the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court to determine whether any Bill or any
provision thereof is inconsistent with the Constitution has been invoked under Article
121 of the Constitution and a copy of the reference or petition has been delivered to
the Speaker -
(a) such reference or filing of a petition shall be conveyed to Parliament by the
Speaker on the first day of a meeting of Parliament after such reference is made
or such petition is filed;
(b) no proceedings in relation to such Bill shall be had until the determination of
the Supreme Court in respect thereof has been made and communicated to the
Speaker or until the expiration of a period of three weeks from the date of such
reference or filing of such petition, whichever occurs first;
(c) upon receipt of the determination of the Supreme Court it shall be announced
to Parliament by the Speaker and no debate shall be permitted on such

announcement."

Accordingly, it is only when a copy of the reference or petition has been delivered to the
Speaker that he is able to convey to the Parliament that the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court
has been invoked by a citizen. The said conveyance is aimed at halting the further proceedings
of the Bill under scrutiny by the Supreme Court; that is to stop it being proceeded with the
Second Reading until a determination is given by this Court as per Standing Order 55 (2) (b).

Thus, from the above scheme, we can clearly see that the Parliament has carefully formulated
its Standing Orders to fall in line with the provisions in the Constitution in particular, Article
78 and 121. This is also why there is a mention in Article 78 (2) that a Bill shall be passed in
accordance with not only the Constitutional provisions but also with Standing Orders of

Parliament.

If this court is to uphold the interpretation given by the Petitioner to the term "delivered”
appearing in Article 121 (1) as being sufficient to hand over the copy of the petition to the
carrier, the question arises as to what the Speaker should do during the time gap which in
such a scenario comes into being. i.e., the time period taken by the carrier to deliver the copy
of the petition to the Speaker. Further, it is clear that such an interpretation would cause
mischief particularly in a scenario where the Petitioner hands over the copy of the Petition to
the carrier on the 7t day but not received by the Speaker and where the Parliament has
placed the Bill on the Order Paper for its Second Reading on a day which falls immediately
after the one week reckoned from the date on which it was presented for the first reading as
permitted by Standing Order 50 (1).

Indeed, the learned counsel for the Petitioner himself brought to the attention of this Court
during the hearing, that the Parliament had placed the Bill under challenge in the instant case,
on the Order Paper for its Second Reading on 20" September 2022 but was not taken up on
that day. He had also filed the motion dated 18" September 2022 attaching a copy of the
Order Paper of Parliament for that date marked X 1. However, he did not confirm as to what
happened in Parliament thereafter.

Another probable scenario which could be of concern is when the copy of the petition is
misplaced after it has been handed over to the carrier. In such a scenario, if this court is to
accept the interpretation given by the Petitioner, the Speaker would certainly not have any
notice of the proceedings being commenced in the Supreme Court and therefore would
proceed with the procedure stipulated in the Standing Order of Parliament as he should. In
such a scenario what happens if Parliament passes the Bill with simple majority and the
Supreme Court determines that the Bill must be passed by a special majority and also
approved by people at a referendum?

Thus, parallel proceedings, one in Parliament and the other in Supreme Court taking place
simultaneously would undoubtedly create a serious friction between two organs of the State.

208Ee®xsInd

1294

Needless to say, that such situations would lead to a creation of unhealthy relationship
between the relevant two organs of the state, the legislature and the judiciary which are the
custodians of the sovereignty of people of this country.?* That in turn would erode the
confidence the public has reposed in these institutions. This is the exact mischief the
legislature has intended to suppress and that is why the legislature has made it mandatory to
have a copy of the petition delivered to the Speaker at the same time of the filing of the
petition in Supreme Court.
This Court underscored the same view in the determination on Sri_Lanka
Telecommunications Bill*® as follows:
"It is our view that all the provisions in this Article as to the manner in which the
Jurisdiction of the Court could be invoked are mandatory. To take the view that the
requirement that a copy of the petition be delivered to the Hon. Speaker at the same
time the petition is filed by a citizen is merely directory could in our opinion lead to
mischief and even a possible confrontation between the Parliament and the Court
which needless to say must be avoided. That could be the possible result of a non-
compliance with the scheme of the provision. The plain language of the provisions of
s. 121 leave no room for an interpretation in accordance with that sought to be given
by Counsel for the petitioners.”

Standing Order 55 (2) (a) states that "such reference or filing of a petition shall be conveyed
to Parliament by the Speaker on the first day of a meeting of Parliament after such
reference is made or such petition is filed”. Accordingly, it is evident that the Speaker is
expected to convey the filing of the petition on the first day the Parliament meets after the
filing of the Petition. We note that the Speaker will be unable to discharge his obligation to
Parliament under the said Standing Order, in @ scenario where the Speaker is not in receipt
of a copy of the petition at the same time such petition is filed in the Supreme Court. This is
particularly so when the petition is filed in the Supreme Court on the last day of the time
period of one week granted by Article 121 (1) because in the absence of any notice, the
Parliament is entitled to proceed with its next set of proceedings immediately after the said
one week, on the basis that no petition has been filed in the Supreme Court challenging the
constitutionality of the Bill. That is the reason why the legislature in its wisdom has insisted
in Article 121 (1) that a copy of the petition must be delivered to the Speaker at the same
time it is filed in the Supreme Court. Thus, we are unable to accept the interpretation put

forward by the Petitioner to the term '"delivered” appearing in Article 121 (1), as being
sufficient to hand over the copy of the petition to the postal authority and that would then
amount to delivery.

 ps per Article 4(a) and 4(c) of the Constitution.
% SC Special Determination Nos. 5/91, 6/91, 7/91.

In the instant case, we observe from the date stamp placed by the Supreme Court registry on
the motion filed in the docket, the Registered Attorney for the Petitioner had filed the said
petition at 2.10 pm on 16% September 2022. As this was the last day of the permitted period
(7' day), the Registered Attorney for the Petitioner could have very well taken steps to have
the copy of the Petition hand delivered to the Hon. Speaker on 16" September 2022 itself
rather than handing it over to the postal authority to be sent via registered post.

Before concluding, we would like to quote below, the following paragraph from the

determination on Lan 1 n ill.2°

“In these circumstances, we are of the view that the mandatory requirement imposed
by Article 121(1) that a citizen must deliver a copy of his petition to the Speaker at the
same time of filing it in this Court should be taken to read as the petitioner must ensure
that the said copy is in fact delivered to the Hon. Speaker within the said period of one
week and at the same time as the filing of the petition in this Court. The Petitioner’s
claim of the copy had been 'dispatched’is not sufficient compliance of the requirement
of delivery. Therefore, for the reasons contained in the preceding paragraphs, this
Court Is not inclined to accord with the view taken in Divineguma Bill (supra) that ..
what matters is the filing and the posting the petitions to be simuitaneous and carried
out within the stipulated period of 7 days”

Similarly, for the foregoing reasons, in the instant determination, we too decide not to be in
accord with the conclusion in Divineguma Bill as this Court has already started turning away
from such a conclusion. We hold that, the Petitioner by handing over of the parcel containing
a copy of the petition addressed to the Hon. Speaker to the postal authority on 16™ September
2022 has not satisfied the mandatory requirement under Article 121 (1) that such petition
shall be delivered to the Hon. Speaker at the same time it was filed in the Supreme Court.

26 SC Special Determination No.11/2022.
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We hold that the Petitioner has failed to comply with the mandatory provisions of Article 121
(1) of the Constitution and thereby failed to duly invoke the jurisdiction of this Court to make
a determination in the instant matter under Article 123 of the Constitution.

We uphold the preliminary objection raised by the learned Senior Additional Solicitor General

and proceed to reject the petition.

P. PADMAN SURASENA J
JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT

YASANTHA KODAGODA PC J
JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT

ACHALA WENGAPPULI J
JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT
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(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe - State Minister of Finance)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

O DOITNEDROB, OO 0® OO ©¥red BB D ed
088 Swedmd P Bn® 85 dn®ied DJYWIE Gadw®o
B3 OB WOD CE YIRWBBLY O goms gwed Dy
ww BEB 9000 cEecumns O ©82 On yme WO
Beadmdr. ©®0; ®ONEHROSB, 88 888 ed 953 BGE
BoeE 00 888 00 83 W gog Bow pEw, B¢
IC, ORJ IC OO BO16E gmCwd evDE BeRdnrDo.

DNB OO WOINBHROB, O BE Bdrwed ©888wd
oY) @edesd eOE Jod 188 0D By yOBOS B8
0w Ond IC e0dE . IO gped o BEIGE
®eddEw surcharge d== gw o @B, d» © aqe
0GB 050008, & Ben ¢l swuedmd OEneied
gdmes, O IS 00enddr B IHO @O e
B0 y@dm . O WOITNEHDROSB, OO @O @m0
@eeddewsy Bem, o® midems. @8 Bueg O3B0
DOsYed Odywmee dwr  Wwoenm 83we gems
OYBOCTed DOywIcDED, BEB 530w0 HBwE ©5%0m
G060 ®OGD BB® D1¢or. e®ime, @® EdDEED OO
BEEHE HOE (OWOD HORO . OO & w@ABTDewsY
QOO 008160 8&EeH 988sd o Beamb.
OO D 03886 & 8OIsTVewsy Sdumws 8¢ »OSsY
835D, ©S DOBLNGWDHOB, ©O; OBIFOS @® Doed guwms
ymn 8¢ BBO »OFOH Bocr OO0 gmnw eveddewsy
G 83D »OO “w@E W6 RO Wmiostm
Beadmdr 0, »OzY S evdEI B, & I 0vd® w6y
©2000d® 8OITVewWsT YRwWR B¢ 0 BBO OO
. OB, IO BBO goeTOe 0B ®»eFHs® »HO
WO OB FE ©50e0d® dHhBOms BIO wewr W
BBO gcey N, O WOIBTNEHROB. & wd®ITTRewsy B¢
BE Y@ HIwd) DEmmOEs @b mOsIm BwEe
RID@IeOsY v eMesDewWsY @EE B, [Haidr HE@z. ]

@0 (Bn8w) 8.09F. 85 ®wmo

(wrewrflg (Currdflwi) of .etev. 1FMe)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

OO DDNBWROB, 0@ DD OO @D H®o
00D 83 Ben 9mo emIewrs’ O WO ©® O ied
20WBO 0w WOm. Sod ER monded Ouwfwn
SHBsTed @D B8O mPsiwced dricewsy @80
eeB0 el sl T8 @B, ©d W INEHROSB,
D8 o Ofesry @cod OB Gosses - United Arab Emirates
- 32 COOE e¢m B0 ¢BnBsY Dcor. s 0® gduEMed 8
Bedn BBOe mywi. Pewdds eew® In8 Bedrtes’. &
Ben & c0DE 83 ged dod Bmwry god WIeFtHISWO
00 Beodn 8B0s gm Dcon Dmdh. 88 & C0OE dum
wdem 2@ay WO OB eI BV O, OO
Bedn #@8 v3wed »OEY B»E WCEeS ¢8O @® CODESY
e BYelow CRew. ¥N8, g¢ »® & C0OE ec®
8D 0 BYeWIHO® E¢BIenY BNV, WY wy L gdd
088 ks dod Exfew e®xY OB 83wl oo
DOIBNEDROB, @imdsewnsy 3108  ©wdyw »OE,
28wed COOE gv 808 GOy Om. W B, @Bwed @mo
01co COOE O @uigBBwd, DeEBwWd Sod Bxfew
2005y OB 83w, I Bwo 20008 edwieddsens

woesy A0 8 o® o O Bustm dvy, @8
00eu® edxTery Bw. 0@ew® edxIm Y e¥nd nOR
28 ©0BTDewsy @¢x) ¥R 0Dew® W EEOD BEm
S w8 BBO. 00 @@L @®D ¢HD, Sp® &
DS AN BaCed 3w Oy “r0nBvB enddiwas
oSt ©Bn® OO O uEBD cuecd (5Ivn, "IN,
Bedn @@®8 ©0sd 8B »edwd EBEE @»d
BOO YT BEBO ©200%0® u191EE0 Busin, 0@ @®
Om a8 momds Bwo. 88 puEmdice DiePde® smn
200RIDDWB WO, OB 6® B w®IDD woeRIND BHeswa
928wy mer. O BBom Heww. w8, ©w@En BBe
©@eCIDHBO WX WO §E® O®EHO® a8 WImd"
Be. ®Ye, 0@en® Bumlent? 0® ded deodn ¢ @B0dw
WO By & Como LeneBOdwe. "Im Dmnc @8
DEDDCw DEHOe® BB ¥d» WosTes’ syw!' Bws
OB yBwed 0® Ced Boy Soda ¢ @BOSw Drews’ e®
00 e0xedsY 8RB »HOsed DB w§ded 2 O® B¢ EM
¢¥on. € wdydamewns’ O »Er. Yond® MO 0@ DD
ed, 38 demediy 0055y A5 e¥ROE BBwD.

O DONEDROB, OO D Drud B B
WOy, eemys WSy e@mEB. dodn ®mOYR ¢ i ©;
a8 ©wdT OBn® IFww HBsTed ©md SO
DYTOEBO BOD), "wows e OB wewr od@w
wBinenes wemdn" B 48 genEEr 8y owmedinsy
80y8emersT® ®E) WO BHO LB &8 @BNOBEB
BOITVEWST ©¢B) ELECBTE O &I BRI HBIB BWEo
280 Bestm yddsie? 0@ Bedsiest dddiws 8¢
yadmew. @8 LHossinced e emedsiy Yo
BEwxImn ¢? & Bl wOmO? ©S; @e@imnnB,
e0sTm 0® ydm» 01 VIed gdLBIG W WOBIB
B ©® 9o 009dDewrsy 9EEI 835)0s.

00 2otd edidxm wm (gY@ ©wH» Cuess
88Em, dedr MmOEn, B8EIT BWI W1 BEIT BIEH
2@ ®o)

(oreryfl @ HCeareig GemTouisesr - LTy SyewFFHLD QLITF)

ﬁ@mrr&;, 2_6TBTL_L_gIQICVSHET, LOTHTENT FeMLIGET LoMHM)ILD

2 _siteeh L& o|ewdFF(HLb)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Prime Minister and

Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial

Councils and Local Government)
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Then, Hon. Member, the most important thing that
you and I and also the Hon. Leader of the Opposition
would be happy about is the election of our Permanent
Representative to the United Nations, Mohan Peiris, as
Chair of the First Committee of the UN. You try to
interpret that the UN is going against Sri Lanka. No.
There are issues that each country has to face. Our
Permanent Representative getting elected as Chair of the
First Committee of the UN is a very important progress
that Sri Lanka has made. &0 o® ¢ =088e®sind ®wnd
e0simy Aoy Y, J 20 BBBO BBedrn yma e
. BOY Deoda OB 08 8fux »osim @88,
0w 2§ ©80n 0. EBD LD OO 0m8w® 9e8ed
g0 Bednm vBowm BEIBOw edmE WO OO0 &8

a0eem Bedm Bwdd o 88 w8 mer. RIH®E,
OO8 ¢, dus e wng edxim By,
@ed Permanent Representative sg8w wled ©8 Chair eces
s®S OB REBT LovssIHC w8y, § Cod OB
Beadn Onods e u1wE8 mJ AI® wddsIVews].

@0 8.8, 02 5350E® ®wmn
(revrLfl@ of.of. GluTesTesTIDLISLD)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

528 BSedde.
STUPBSITI.
rose.

OO DOIBNBDHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Ponnambalam, you are in the speakers’ list and
you have 13 minutes. So, why do you not make use of
that opportunity to express yourself?

®S 8.8. 02:5350E® ®wmn

(oressryfl@ of.ef. GuTeiTedTidLISVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Sir, I just want to take a minute since the Prime
Minister is here.

OO DOIBNBDR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Then, I will have to reduce that minute from your
time.

®3 8.8, 02:5350E® ®wmn

(orevrLfl@ of.of. GlLTesTesTidLISVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Sir, it is a matter of urgent importance. The
Government gave us an assurance with regard to
Kurundur Malai because there were certain protests
against the illegal constructions that were taking place in
spite of a court order. The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka,
who is the Minister concerned, gave an assurance to this
House and in particular, to the Hon. Sivagnanam
Shritharan and the Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan that no
further action will be taken with regard to that by the
Department of Archaeology, except after a meeting of all
stakeholders. That meeting has not yet taken place, Sir,
and this morning, the Survey Department has sent
surveyors from Colombo to that particular site to survey
in breach of the assurance given to this House and to the
Hon. Members whom I mentioned earlier. I, therefore,
ask the Prime Minister to act credibly. You are asking the
Members of the Opposition also to support your
initiatives. When you give assurances of this nature and
then breach them in such a flagrant way, there cannot be
any confidence in you all. So, I ask the Hon. Prime
Minister, as someone who is more senior than the
relevant Minister, to intervene in this matter.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(orevTLfl@ FUTHTWST S)euTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Now, we are deviating from the original Debate.

Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana, please start your
speech.
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O BOE 86D dwmo
(orenrLfl@ aflwsd afreunkion)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuid i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

OO OBEROB, Vw BDacw ¢z BHIHC WOY.

o6 eBEe AB8adc Owm

(oreirLyLfl@ svaagLosir slifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OO WDNIWROB, OO O] 8@ n&ed HEWmw
005 HOBIHY Wwlesy Byl DY, gBd CERID LssIHJ
BHeWl®w 955 OTIHO g eO»D Bus O BwsIs) don.
g0 8380 Gw Oped 8RBOEE c0OE 11 “xfce o
¢5izN. ©® Dmed COOE 78 vFed dricw 8 Beasless.

OO DAIBNBH) O
(LomevsTLLOl@ FUTBTWST HjeuTH6lT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

g o 08 On me.

®5 8.8, 02353500 Dvmo
(oressryfl@ of.ef. GluTeiTedTidLIGVLD)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
Hon. Speaker, -

OO DOIBINBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Ponnambalam, what is your problem now? You
have 13 minutes to speak.

®5 8.8, 0835350 Dwvmo
(oressryfl@ of .88 GluTeiTedTidLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

You can reduce it from my time, Sir.

Hon. Speaker, I just want to correct it, if you give me
an opportunity. Sir, there is a court order. We all know
that the Hon. Member does not respect court orders, but
this House cannot do that. There is a court order and there
is an assurance given by the Minister, which he must
carry out.

OO DOIBTNBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)6uiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Thank you. You can go into detail during your speech.

OG0 ITEE QHOIAD FOBROA,
DOBIBY.

s’ @ ®»D

[e3.00. 11.44]

@G (D08s) AEE Q®wOED® Dwm (Ydrwm o

©®8® §@imxs 85w BZYOIS LB H®0)

(revrfl@ (SeorBE) ubGIV Gereuigear - CUITdhEGauTdgI

wHMID  OBHEHFTDRHT  YWWFFHL ClouGser o g

O|HLFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana - Minister of

Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media)

AT DOIBNEDROB, ¢l o0 duws e s
DN @0erm 9m® DORe®s Ynd Wmoien 20 o
3190188 . OO, ©¥O ¢HI IR ORI EMICDWS
@R 950 A8 sT & D e B3w.

OO DOIBIBHR Do

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe to the Chair?

@0 BB ymosly Owmn (edgeg, Didwds W gowd

o8 mmo g@am1nE)

(wrewrfl@ BedlsdT LTQTTHSGI - uiTHSHH, eurenilu LHMID

2_wTeYLl UTGISTLIL| HIEDLOFFT)

(The Hon. Nalin Fernando - Minister of Trade, Commerce

and Food Security)

Sir, I propose that the Hon.
Weerasinghe do now take the Chair.

Weerasumana

g S8z 8, e @@z Sas.
afleorr GBI (B) sTDmIS CIBmeTenLiLIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
WEERASUMANA WEERASINGHE fook the Chair.
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Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Govindan Karunakaram)
Please give me one more minute, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella gave you five minutes.
So, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Nimal Lanza. You have eight minutes.

[e.e0. 1.23]

®S BOE RozTesn Dwmo

(omessTyfl@ Blosd svrssTET)

(The Hon. Nimal Lanza)

@O0 Bewdds m0m ©sBR®B, ©o and WSJ
2000 m O Bed mDNedsY siesd ™G ®OSTH IO
88O ©® wng oo Jodsewxi® dod
B50B8BRDed »ND BEICD In®r emsBus ¢ omo.
B50B8BR® Sod mDNedE gm 81EE0 Bwsiesy, "vem
385 88mwd NI BB wwewlow 1, @dlmae
2dwsy LB owegm onw A 9Bims. ¥YS Bmsiesy
288 we NS EBy0 WP Bu W BIFOGO ot
Yo ey, Ogmes’ OBsY ACH R B0 ¥ O 0"
Bo. ©0 odedsiesy mnw;, @50 WSS Ewazw®m
OEn® 0® emEB8w ¢ over @ BwEr. o®imwd,
B038BR® etg OO WO Bedwles’. & Bwo ©©
@m0 B1018ED 810 M@0 BerNw® BNHFOwWO ©® WICeHw®
DI @5, B50BBD®r BDED vy, VIO OgSB
B e 053 W BB WD OB 0sdd
ed@RCHReN 00D WO wOITVews emSBw
©0eom & e0ddws On®m, § RUEDON OFm g
aged ¢ 8 ¢ HuE) 90 eFedsiery oW B5NJBBHs
om0 BEB0 Sod BDed omwwie? o® ced g8 mYo
DEBO @), e Buwved YOS, IEBO GO, WOBIH
Rz 08 BEedg »OB 9@ Jod Bded. e®ime, a8
Bogeern ¢s¥mdh, ac adlme o ®D WO» gw o
DO woIesy iy Bu. & ¢w endedd BSOS
OsTesy o Dl WOmemds Wmostest @i
AB @O v OB, gud Dt ewcd & go SO
0. dBwd emums S0 D gwd 0 Bwsim
MOBE, VO & S0 0D BB Ced BByENDIS
B 0¢8I B, ©ov® BuEr omns 6od S5ym0ds
288 y@dm B0 0 O HyOOE 8. dBwdn
EBNWOBD G, D10e00wz E@BTNWOD 8w, @® Jed 8BeysIO
D& ewcd 80 edH. 0O Jed BRLLO & nHOw BwEo
¢5¥zN 2O JVP 990 50053 ded “5ymd & emEcs’ &0
002 883wd® 80 D). & Beo O & 9RO @m®



1377 208Ee0xInd 1378

[06 BOE osTesn @wmn]

Fcdewsl AIN@ees’ 9EE B3 e®ime, dBwidn)
@O, D1%00w ezNWC 8D 0D e 0® Ced
g8 Be B0 Bwo 8o, & o “mmd men
8905¥5, & o sorymded E0n nde cwed OB
DOGR WOBIH B OO 9 BI5o.

Ee®0, 00 yLhnsIndics M B WE1. 88Be SO
Ced yhnsIndicwn BAyen ¢? & SBwOB yehmsinDicw
B Om OB V5 B »Ye 8EwsIes’? »YT owd
Os BEwxImdae? endE 8B 530, OIFO0 wmme BIO,
edsg ©emEE W@ YLmIHitw Bwecr B8EosImde?
®n  eCmDO  yHmmpdiw o ®D OB,
YL BInDices Buriesy, Bw eusIDn) e@Rd Y sInDigw
©NEDE. OB eeWE, YnsInDicw?

gc  OsOEOIMMED OB  “nluBn®  sFedEs
Bedslerd. OdELHmnncd »O8 a8 dricerxd «OF
LD CHeor Bedxtensy. & Bwr 0008 BwsIs
MDY, @80 SO oy Bw. I» BoEd. I» Boedw
eOxYyy HyoOsy. a8 Aewmedisy Db, duimed
BPEBINGE OB, dmed wwewedvs oxim. & Died®
9538wed wwewdow oI, OO0 HyOOsT »HO
0BT DG O, De® IFH® e wWIsBTOW ¢SEo
®3 HROPYODWMORB WOBID, ORI & modww wews
ced O 50, 28 wng D01 N8, Beumw BE Dnewsy
B o ao® @w ©0 ©Hed Bwmdo, B BwWE
Bedmrdn @ ©sBDe ovd 6O wwisBNde dwoE HIo
os¥es’ i BeEr. SBdB8 ©0 ©B3esy Y BB
BN, B0 OBIDHD B 51 DB e32B. GBS PR
D0 @® ®©0; ©D e300W BOIIDH e, e® Jed LEHHD
©@500® WOBID Ow. e WO e¥wd PR O HOK ged
Ged #838mu & D13 Bedsies’. a8 Bwcgecsn 6O o
B m0, 88 BwEeesn S5500 01 SHmd 5O, e®
3 @B @836 emd) vxIm don Sw GHd.

©C OBE BB O BR® O¢ evOB®O w6 vFeny
IO 005 BYSS I 06 OTesy By O® dLSBeDEE
mn 073, Dueed edrmEmKrewnd Ot 0® Jed &d8m
DIFOB D gONB®O s OB Wy BOD ©S. ©G
CBE Bn@8on BN O e s0BD, dEnCD & Buigd
o, 99 ©® O 0 HdvusInded ©wHerd®nn
300 BeE D8 el 8¢ w0 Beadndr. Sedvews®
S 5IH0 YEB ¢dfee 0l IBwm 2.9 ocsim §8»
O0OWMO  # B Bedmdi. Jgwd, bwimde, Dn®,
938w00 OB DD i @y CODE i yROXPOD
BBO  wewo @® O@wOVYHDO  Om  0® edde
©E0BIEEDE Bedmds. & miden 0¢m @Y §ewd uvied
London Club wo Paris Club &ved @wnmd8s gdees
Bodn) e YAOFWOD DOTesT emenIde BwEs womdds
WO DO ol B5BuBRE gmo 81 EED BDD. & Dred®
On® BOD), IMF odend wwdwme E@ed ododd
Bw8ddm e A @¢m CODE w®w® wmdEH WS @)
emBEWY @®e G O W»OEHn DO Bec.
Bedvewsi® World Bank &z, ADB ¢ @0@©8m0z ethcd
8Buwm» 500m enw @dwxs CPo 200 @ Wnm sg »O
Beadm d0H, GHonsImd ©.08dm gD ©w®w OO
w88 YEu 8w CR OBe® gD®IRW ¢ BO OBIBN
20 O® B,

®0; Bewdss m0m ©8918Bn0B, 08 Bwsiesy e®m&.
00 ©® Jed drNIeB, erdB ocwL WYPJ o e,
NO® BRI ICWBO 0T BEE ©FOEL WA Wy
BCE OB »ATH yOOsIe? den® H® BBy EWEBWO
805y 053 WY FOCE @® yd» dwcsim. 8EE den®
0OBsT BRI . 000 Smymded B¢ §eBsd »OB
38 0O DT BBTesy. ¢5Y ¢ BEHDDI® Bumdo,
D D6 BB . eoddwe CvuEe OHTOw 010 dewt
yBane @l DO, Om»m eadvs ¢sivn ez
D108 BBTO D wwBy ¢BIvN BB, & D BEHDD®
Bemo, S5m0 g A0 ¢0 0BT g@G& G. @ THO®
Bemn 053, O¢ BO, "IMF 950 Seod 538 om 91688,
80 w8 »®8 IMF om0 ey Bgeed" Bwee. ¢z’
a0, IMF oms oum efes? oy 88¢® o8 928wy
eWmOsTesy BweE. ©¥ ye® OO, ICHHRHDO
BosTesy, ©® Jded 8Bgsied pvmTDs 83cr. @® ded
8@ edawmesy oFedEd @ @mosiery 8By
0BTexy 83O, @ Bw @ ®, exdE®dc &I,
8BysI0 9idm  -esgdlE Om- B0 @®, EBgsio
edews Om B OO OB oddE. Im Y& BOB BHD
88w 0® ©8Eedrined dureed »OEn OB BwWEo
OO s RO ©® B w¥IeDE Bwmd. & Ben YT DEHO
3200 08 »® yBurBow B0 gdewm Beamn. &
OB, o 03 O WWHOWO ¢f WOT® vy,
PDRECH @5Im eI Y BB. 0@ime, aed JO Wb
13 Bearles’. ged ded 8Bgried D110 W DS
Bedster’. god 8By gvo ¢@61esY 80 dDriesy. e
28 BEoxiyy vy, ¢@Gedsy 80 O EHdO ©®
BODB D @I O ew ¢RuBR® O BEedes
O G, BNIBBD) DB BEedexw ovm wmo.
Bedversi® ecimw® B8Ewxsiny dmssind Yen ad®eec
cuecE O g HB BBO WomDn. ¢y Bwsrds, dg &
BBO 91688 @. »Ho Bum BIwO ¢ e® »OYn HOT®
5. O EDEWODE Bwmdr, OY Jreom aleB ewrctd Bwo.
S0 Bumdr, w8Sme wemIODW WO OBn Bl
91088 3. @@ O ¢ Bulery? »YPe @® O WIDsI®
R, @® Jed @bSmw ee® WETesT EEWIOE BWE &¢
085 0g®an PuIdw mdiey 20 wden G meo. 8O3
85 ARedved #ilm Sedvrws WO v ¥wie ¢
B0 O0FOw, mOen 10 wdenf D meo.

08y 0g®wns ©An® woey 20 Bwemdl. ns ¢
80 @388 mcien 108 Bwmrds. v1@(8, 0l og®ces
OBn@ed WmGmDE BYeed omwmwEe? oI vy,
@5y Ry BB, Doy omemyd 0¢sIny m@B8, ecImd
Beamd 0. & Hw 08 ©0nls8n® dod On
DO w0 BDedD. On® owmle, BOedD?
On®ed Sode ymned e®en® Bwr Bedxrdo:

"ge G ¢y 9 838 ¢bYcews’ enit) JO wewr 0® HPDO
6w e POBIG WS OBO g Do, @¢ ged Jed gblmae wo
Ge» »I0s 80BsTesT @i OV erned."

O e®umnEle Bustext? 0® ced @blm wr En
DG sDBTesy @@z 000D ©NedB BwdEISE.
8 OO 0®el Buwo Bedmo:

"5HPs, wOWS edamem vWE ¥ DEWHE® »OOF WOYH
DOBIeBT 0805 B FOWD GO @B DO BmnennB."

e®eg e®1nE. oo 0®1aE. Do BFFOG ©0eDH
gc Boeastes’. gc Beasiery edm® mnuden. & Bwe



1379 2022 @Fendas 07 1380

Beddmw mO» a¢s & nIDs eFG® eom, GO &S
BB DewesY DB Ber Boxd v SedDHEG
OB D30 B & 9E R B35 Do.

@0 ¥0IsBn® Sod e ymned nOcoO od®ed
B Beadm:

" 9Bmiwed @ed 0O Yyen ¢ ACBHE® G8l®m ¢bacwdd a8
@8 gy o¢sies’."

Yen® Bwudd, adm e¢simn G, e®m» e¢sim @ 98s7,
Beadmdr »HO® e m»0B. e¢iny B e@imdag
DOeny? pi8me wesiny vy PESme vesin HOB Oy
Aemed al38Bn® guvd Blenem &8 Bedwlesd; O
88eded 8z Beastes’. KmusIns s ¢o@cc - IMF
Om - qud O B8Eedew 2 Bedmdi. “rxnduBn®d
Boos®Om wmosiesi Im8. w8, I»O Dtn Sus
NEDRed 918 BEeder Boadmdr 50, amd Swornwm
OBt DB BEedew Beoadmdr 0, & edmedsy
Bods m0m 0o o WO & emEecd Bem of
OB BB OO 358Ee®5IndO ewlsnn mEmDo.

®0 Bewdss 0% e3wsBn®r

(oreryllg Guwssallsr rds sallereri jsuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

O BOE RozTes Dwmo

(oreTLyfl@ BlosL eumesTET)

(The Hon. Nimal Lanza)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam. You have 15
minutes.

[1.32 p.m.]

® 8.8, 00T 0E® wmn

(omevsrLyLil@ of.of. GluTssTEITLDLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I am happy to
take part in this Adjournment Debate on the Special
Statement the President made yesterday in Parliament.

Our party’s position has always been that President
Wickremesinghe is an experienced leader. He may be a

leader of a party which fared very badly at the last
General Election, but the fact that he, as an individual, is
an experienced politician and someone who can, in fact,
contribute at this juncture with regard to reviving the
economy of the country is not something that we
question. What we question, though, is the mandate that
has been given to him at a time when the people had
rejected the popular mandate they gave at the last General
Election and at the Presidential Election. This House has
accepted the fact that the people had, in fact, rejected
their earlier mandate because the former Prime Minister
resigned and subsequently, the former President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa also resigned. They need not have
resigned if they did not believe that the mandate the
people gave them had been withdrawn by the people. So,
at a time when people had withdrawn that mandate,
Parliament, which stands as discredited by the people,
chooses to appoint President Wickremesinghe, who was
also rejected by the people and whose party, too, was
rejected . He, as a long-standing Member of the UNP
who used to get the highest number of preference votes,
got less preference votes than me, who represents Jaffna,
where the population is almost one-tenth of that of
Colombo or if not, even less. So, Sir, the point is, you
have a President who does not have the popular support;
you have someone, who is discredited, taking up the
office of the President and in fact, when you look at who
should be appointed before him, he is the last; his party is
the last to be considered. The parties of the North and the
East come before his; the JVP comes before his; the Hon.
Mano Ganesan’s party comes before his. When such a
person is appointed, whose purpose does it serve? In that
sense, Sir, what we say is, if this country is to progress
and come out of this mess - the mess is not merely
economic, but today, it is also political - there has to be
political stability. If you cannot create political stability,
then the economy can never recover. It will only be to a
certain level that you can go, but you can never recover to
the extent that is required in order to bring about a
turnaround. So, that is the qualm we have and that is the
reason why we say that we need a fresh mandate.

This Parliament does not serve the people’s interests.
People outside think that we only serve our own interests
and for as long as that persists, you will never have
stability and without stability, you cannot have
sustainable growth. That is the truth, Sir, and that is why
we say that the sooner we deal with the financial situation
by going for a fresh mandate, the more credible it will be
in the eyes of the people and whatever steps that are
taken thereafter, will also be seen as credible in the eyes
of the international community at large.

Now, here, we have a situation, Sir, where the
Government wanted to bring the Twenty Second
Amendment to the Constitution. It is an Amendment they
themselves brought in, because they did not want to
abolish the Executive Presidency. That is the truth. But,
they themselves withdrew it. Why? Because they realized
that they do not have a two-thirds majority. So, now, they
are trying, in some way, to extend a hand across and say,
“Look, this is an important time. We all must come
together. We must work together."
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But, if that appeal to the Opposition that we all must
cooperate with the Government in trying to bring this
country out from the mess that has been created is
genuine, then the question that we must rightfully ask is
whether you want the support of the Tamil Members of
Parliament who represent the North and the East?
Because whilst in this House you have the President, the
Prime Minister and all Senior Members of the
Government appealing to the Members of the Opposition
that we all must cooperate, in the North and the East, this
Government is taking up a very hostile stand to what the
Tamil people see as their core interests.

This morning, I stood up, when the Hon. Speaker was
in the Chair and soon after the Leader of the Opposition
spoke, and very briefly raised a matter of urgent public
importance regarding Kurundur Malai, which is an
ancient Tamil worship site. Way back in 1933 when the
British were here, it had been gazetted as an
archaeological reserve. There were 76 acres that were
identified as containing archaeological artefacts and
needed to be researched. I have that Gazette here with me.
But now, what is happening, Sir, is that you have the
military along with the Department of Archaeology
asking the Survey Department in Colombo to send people
to survey and demarcate 292 acres surrounding those
original 76 acres in Kurundur Malai. Those 292 acres
that they are trying to survey have nothing to do with
Kurundur Malai; there is nothing to legally suggest that
those have anything to do with this Kurundur Malai
archaeological reserve. Instead, this land belongs to
people who have been suffering. Because of war, they
could not go and toil their land, for almost 35 years, they
have been displaced and when they are now trying to pick
up the pieces, to make ends meet and feed their families
when the country is in shambles economically, you are
demarcating 292 acres to be taken over for some
"archaeological purposes". It has no legal standing
absolutely. So, when we heard this and when the people
protested, the Minister concerned, the Hon. Vidura
Wickramanayaka, gave an assurance to this House that
any such step will only be taken after the consent of all
stakeholders, including that of the Members of Parliament
who represent the North and the East is received. Not
only that, on the 20™ of September, just last month, he
met with the Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan and the Hon. S.
Shritharan in the Government Lobbies in Parliament - I
have a photograph of his meeting them - and assured
them that no steps will be taken by the Survey
Department or the Department of Archaeology to survey
those lands without a full inquiry taking place and the
Members of Parliament representing the North and the
East being made fully aware of it. In fact, on the 20™ itself
after that meeting, a letter went out from the Department
of Archaeology to the Department of Survey saying that
all activities with regard to the surveying of the Kurundur
Malai area is to be stopped forthwith until further notice.

Despite those assurances given, again today, you have
the military and the officers of the Survey Department
sent from Colombo going all the way to that area in the
darkness of the early morning hours and beginning to
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survey. 1 have photographs, Sir, of them laying
archaeological stones, demarcating the 292 acres, which
task they promised will not be gone ahead with. So, this
is how the Government is behaving.

Not only that, Sir, we also have a situation where the
Mahaweli Development Authority had earmarked an
entire area from Kokkilai to Nayaaru, comprising of six
GN Divisions to be taken over from the Karathurai Pattu
Divisional Secretary's Division in Mullaitivu. We raised
that issue with the Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa, the then
Minister concerned, and also with the other Ministries
concerned. Again, we were given assurances that no such
steps would be taken without consultation of the
Members representing the North and the East. A
committee was to be appointed, but that was never
appointed. We all were supposed to go there and have an
inquiry and it is only after that committee is fully
satisfied that any further steps are to be taken. But, I hear,
Sir, - I am saying this with utmost responsibility - that a
Cabinet Paper has been prepared and submitted to the
Cabinet to get approval to go ahead with those six GS
Divisions to come under the Mahaweli Development
Authority. We all know the history of the actions of the
Mahaweli Development Authority in the North and the
East. Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, you
yourself know that it is one of the most racist departments
this country can ever produce. That Department, along
with the Archaeological Department, is carrying out
structural genocide in the North and the East, deliberately
changing the demography of the areas of not just the
Tamils, but also of the Tamil-speaking Muslim people.
Those departments are the vanguard of the racist nature
of this State and they are doing it again behind closed
doors after repeated assurances being given to this House.
And, it is that Government which is now asking for
bipartisan support.

Sir, the reality is, President Ranil Wickremesinghe is
showing his true face. That is the only conclusion we can
come to. Let me tell you, Sir, when the Hon. Ranil
Wickremesinghe was Prime Minister from 2001 to 2004 -
at that time, Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga was
the President - he signed a Ceasefire Agreement and we
supported it even though we were in the Opposition.
When President Kumaratunga took over three important
Ministries in the middle of the peace process, we
supported him; I personally lobbied to make sure that the
16 Members of the TNA supported him in that No-
Confidence Motion. That shows how much we wished to
support him, if he was doing the right thing. That was
despite the fact, Sir, that we were complaining that in the
peace process, there was no forward movement. Our bona
fides are such that if we realize that a person is genuine,
even though we might think that he is not doing the best,
we will support him in principle. But, what his
Government is doing today is utterly racist, Sir. Today,
they show the world that they want the support of the
Opposition including that of the Tamil parties and the
Muslim parties, but what they are doing is perpetuating
racism. You are only keen on the support of the
Sinhalese; you are only interested in the interests of the
Sinhala people. That is the tragedy this country has faced
and that is the curse which will keep bringing you down,
unless you change your ways.
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I, therefore, ask the senior Members of this House to
let common sense prevail. Do not do these. It is this curse
which has brought us to this situation. You are in debt
because you wanted to destroy the Tamils, but you could
not. Instead, you are as well getting destroyed. You are
going to destroy, not only the Tamils or the Muslims, but
yourselves as well and that is what is happening. The
saddest part is that you are bringing the innocent people
who have, probably, nothing to do with this other than
vote for you all also down. So, I ask you to let common
sense prevail after 75 years. Do not go down this path, do
not make enemies, do not think that you can play the race
card all the time and that people would not one day catch
up.

Thank you.

OO Bendss 0% 8®IsB®)

(orevsr i@ Gusseaflsr Urds sallFmeri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera.
You have 10 minutes.
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(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

Y006 ©O OTIEROA, & o @8 @8 Wi
Ry, O® OO »HBC WIS OB BwWE BDED YW
emsted8 4w ey, & emieds B88usimdr »O® ©wid
053D B8 BDed. Bw®® 90 035D BDed my¥.

®0; Bends 0% 811 Bn®)

(wresryfl@ & wohseflsr Lrdls sallFreri ojeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you, Hon. Member. Hon. Minister, please
continue.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage - State Minister of
Tourism)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(omrevwsr i@ Gusseafler Lrdls sallFmeri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. State Minister, what is the point of Order?
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. State Minister, let us not make this a debate.
Hon. Minister, please continue.-/Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)
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(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Mano Ganesan, let us not make this a debate.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Mano Ganesan, let us not make this a debate. Let
the Hon. Minister speak.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please. Allow the Hon. Minister to speak.
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(The Hon.K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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(The Hon.K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera)

Sir, I just want to clarify something.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please do not make it a deabte. Let the
Hon. Minister speak.
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(The Hon.K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, please continue with your speech.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Mano Ganesan. You have seven
minutes.
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Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Gunathilaka Rajapaksha. You have
seven minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne. You have seven
minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Imran Maharoof to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Imran Maharoof do now
take the Chair.
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Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
lefi the Chair, and THE HON. IMRAN MAHAROOF fook the Chair.
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0@ 0 Bedsiesy Bweds. For the first time, the
United Nations Human Rights Council, in point No. 13 of
their adopted Resolution against Sri Lanka, states:

"Also calls upon the Government of Sri Lanka to address the
ongoing economic crisis, including by investigating and, where
warranted, prosecuting corruption, including where committed by
public and former public officials, and stands ready to assist and
support independent, impartial and transparent efforts in this
regard."
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Hon. Presiding Member, I have a very limited time.

Sir, we are debating the Special Statement made by
the Hon. President yesterday. I would rather not go into
his Statement, but talk about what has happened at the
Geneva Human Rights Council yesterday. We had a
humiliating defeat for our efforts in trying to prevent the
Resolution against Sri Lanka being adopted. The votes
against the Resoultion have dropped down from 11 votes
the last time to seven votes and the abstentions have gone
down from 24 to 20, but yet, we find that it is a very
humiliating defeat. The Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs
would have felt or deluded into thinking that since the
Ambassadors of some OIC Member States had called on
him, they might be favouring Sri Lanka’s position. But,
unfortunately, there had been no positive response from
the OIC Member States.

We find that China has managed to defeat the
Resolution against them. China, of course, being a very
powerful nation, has appeared to somehow defeat that
Resolution. But, trying to piggyback on China on this
issue is not going to bring us any dividends. We should
understand that on certain issues, we should have come to
certain compromises. For instance, economic crimes was
not an intrusive part of the Resolution. In fact, that was
tagged along; it was linked to the abuse of State authority
and impunity. When it came to that, we could have very
clearly agreed with that portion of the Resolution and
come to certain compromises. | think we have to blame
our team in Geneva. Particularly, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs made it a point to go there a second time.
Initially, he went and addressed the Council and then, he
went there for the second time and in an unprecedented
manner, we had received this humiliating defeat. That
being the case, I must also say that we are heaping upon
us unnecessary strictures by our own conduct.

Now, we are trying to establish the Bureau of
Rehabilitation. A new Bill has been brought before the
House and that Bill has now been challenged before the
Supreme Court. Previously, we attempted to introduce a
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rehabilitation programme through the Prevention of
Terrorism De-radicalization Regulations to prevent
violent, extremist religious ideology. Those were also
challenged before the Supreme Court and leave to
proceed was granted and later, an Interim Order was
issued until the final determination. Pending that, they
dropped the idea and then came up with this new Bill to
legalize what they are seeking to do. We also saw that the
President had to reverse the Gazette on High Security
Zones. It had been discovered that they had brought it
under the Official Secrets Act, which is totally
unconnected to the purpose of declaring such High
Security Zones. Finally, they realized it and are trying to
shift the blame, saying that certain officials of the
Ministry of Public Security, the Secretary to the Ministry
of Defence and others got together and did it. The
Minister was also accused of having a hand in that
without any advice from the Attorney-General. So, all
those things have happened. I believe that even this Bill
seeking the establishment of the Bureau of Rehabilitation
is a very dangerous thing. We must understand that that
Bill talks of drug-dependent persons, ex-combatants,
members of violent extremist groups and any other group
of persons who require treatment and rehabilitation. All
these categories are ill-defined and the usage of such
vague, arbitrary classification is going to result in
innocent people being incarcerated for a long time
without recourse to even judicial supervision. This
violates the fundamental rights of people who may have
been involved in protests against the Government. That
seems to be the purpose behind trying to establish such a
Bureau of Rehabilitation. Look at Clause 17 of that Bill.
Militarization of the rehabilitation process is done through
Clause 17 of the Bill, where the President can designate
members of the armed forces to be in charge of these
rehabilitation centres.

Then, as per Clause 28(2), to preserve order and
discipline, they may use all means including minimum
force to compel obedience to any lawful directions given
by them. Then, as per Clause 27, obstruction or attempted
obstruction becomes a punishable offence.

Now, we are going to lump together drug offenders
and ex-combatants. After the end of the war in 2009, what
happened was, from the scores of people who
surrendered, they separated supposedly some LTTE
combatants. People who had been forcibly recruited to the
LTTE, child soldiers and even civilian people who
assisted the LTTE in various civilian activities, who were
actually non-combatants, were all lumped together with
the entire lot. Almost 12,000 people were herded into
rehabilitation centres. At that time, because of the victory
euphoria that persisted in the country, nobody would dare
challenge the condemnation that they were subjected to in
those rehabilitation centres. People were not having
access to their relatives, their near and dear ones and there
was absolutely no judicial supervision. The then Secretary
of Defence, the former President, was virtually in charge
of the decision-making process in trying to incarcerate
those people.

A similar attempt is being made once again, to create
such a Bureau of Rehabilitation, which has already been
challenged and I hope the Supreme Court would find that
the Bill is inconsistent with all accepted norms of decent
scrutiny. Let us not delude ourselves into believing that
everyone who is opposed to us and who is protesting is a
potential terrorist. This is the level to which the
Government has come, deluding themselves into
thinking, if at all somebody protests against them, he is a
terrorist. Sir, this type of carte blanche attitude towards
people who engage in protests must be discouraged. I
would like to specifically refer to this legislation that has
been brought in and say that these regulations also violate
the right to a fair trial because they allow a person to be
deemed guilty and sent to rehabilitation up to two years
without trial or any recourse to a court of law absolutely
upon a suspicion by administrative authorities. So, those
will ultimately end up creating further polarization
among the communities, unnecessary distress among the
people and would lead to creating further problems in the
society. Therefore, those have to be rethought and
revised, in my opinion. Sir, those are my comments.

Thank you.
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"The Committee decided to have special Committee meetings to
discuss on the issue of management of public debt and
implementation of Monetary Policy by Central Bank of Sri
Lanka (CBSL) during 19th, 20th, 21st, 22nd of July and submit
a special report to Parliament."
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"The Committee was of the view that present and former
officials related to the CBSL i.e., Former Finance Secretaries,
Former Governors of the CBSL, namely Professor W.D.
Lakshman, Mr. Ajith Nivad Kabral and Dr. Indrajit
Coomaraswamy, Former Members of the Monetary Board and
existing Members of the Monetary Board, Former Secretary to
the President Dr. P.B. Jayasundara and Former Finance
Secretary, Mr. S.R. Attygalle be summoned."
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Tuesday, 18th
October, 2022.
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