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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - President, Minister of

Defence and Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization

and National Policies)
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Yes, Hon. Sumanthiran?
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Sir, in the spirit of the Constitutional provision that the
President is answerable to Parliament, may I ask the
President for just two clarifications on the Statement that
was made.

Firstly, Mr. President, the IMF issued a statement at
the time the Staff-level Agreement was being reached,
highlighting a factor, which they called “corruption
susceptibilities”, as a challenge. - [Interruption.] Yes, the
President is being disturbed by others while I am asking
this question. What is the Government’s plan to address
corruption within Government in order to overcome that?
That is the first clarification I seek.

Secondly, Mr. President, while you were Prime
Minister, I sought a clarification with regard to that Staff-
level Agreement and in this House, you gave an
undertaking that the House will be kept informed at every
stage of those negotiations. So far, we have not been
informed of what that Staff-level Agreement contains.
Will you direct that it be placed before the House?

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

As far as the IMF clauses in regard to corruption are
concerned, the Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and
Constitutional Reforms is to bring in a new corruption
law, which will include the UN provisions that have been
referred to in the Staff-level Agreement. You all also have
the opportunity of discussing it in Parliament or before

Parliament. There is no problem, we will make it
available.

The Staff-level Agreement is subject to ratification by
the IMF Board and unlike on earlier instances, we still
have to go and meet the main creditors. So, we do not
know whether there will be any other condition imposed.
As a result, we cannot release the Staff-level Agreement
this time until the Board clarifies it. But, I am arranging
in the next two or three weeks for the the Cabinet to have
a session and together with that, for the Leaders of the
Opposition Parties to get a briefing on it. I am trying to
speak to Lazard to see whether it is possible for them to
give the briefing because it would be even better than our
officials giving you that briefing.

®0 98.8. 0B SHT Swmo
(orerLLil@ 6TiD.67. SFLOBHTeir)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Thank you.
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Thank you, Sir.
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(orenryflg Fedls LNCrwgTea)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

As far as the Constitutional amendment is concerned,
as you suggested, we are willing to discuss. But, have a
formal, regularized structure rather than ad hoc
discussions, appoint a Select Committee and then, we will
go ahead with it so that it is regularized and formal.

Hon. Prime Minister, the second point is, I do not
think there is any necessity to discuss it further, if you all
are withdrawing the Twenty Second Amendment to the
Constitution for the moment. Until there is a proper,
comprehensive discussion among all the stakeholders, we
are willing to go ahead with the Debate right now, if it so
pleases. I do not think we need to waste time of
Parliament.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

As we have agreed on principle that we should discuss
it, just now, the Hon. Speaker summoned a Party Leaders'
Meeting at 11.00 o’clock. So, we will take up the issue
there and discuss. Until then, let us start the Debate on the
Statement of the Hon. President, which has been
requested for and the Opposition agreed to.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. - [Interruption]
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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asked the Minister of Industries:
Will he state -

(@)

(b)

©

(d)

@

(ii)

(iif)

whether any research has been conducted
on the traditional dwellings of the artisans
who are engaged in manufacturing gold,
silver and iron products;

if so, the number of Grama Niladari
Divisions to which the aforesaid areas
belong; and

the number of families which live in the
said Grama Niladari Divisions and are
traditionally engaged in the above crafts?

Will he also state-

(1
(i)
(iif)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

whether the major issues encountered by
the aforesaid artisans have been studied;

if so, the said issues;

the manner in which new technology and
training opportunities have been provided
to them, if such measures have been taken;

the manner in which relevant intervention
has been made to assist the said artisans to
find markets to sell their production, if such
intervention has been made;

whether any programme is in place to grant
foreign employment opportunities to them;
and

if not, whether such a
formulated?

plan will be

Will he further state -

@

(i)
(iif)

whether the items manufactured by the
aforesaid artisans are exported,

if so, such countries; and

separately, the income generated by the
export of above items in the years 2015 and
2016?

If not, why?
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(@) @)eir@mev, syeir?

asked the Minister of Environment:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

(M)

a natural archipelago by the name of
“Hakkinda” with an extent of
approximately 59 hectares is found in the
Warathenna area of Gannoruwa adjacent to
the Mahaweli River;

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

™)

1130

the aforesaid area which belonged to the
Sri Lanka Mahaweli Authority had
been named as the “Waratha Hakkinda
Environmental Protection Area”
on 2017.06.13 as per the National
Environmental Act, No. 47 of 1980, taking
the significance of the biodiversity of the
said ecosystem into consideration;

notices have been displayed by the Central
Environmental Authority informing not to
construct unauthorized buildings there;

arrangements are being made to construct
private hotels, causing a harmful impact on
the above ecosystem; and

the unauthorized buildings which have
been constructed in the Kandy City limits
have contributed towards the water
pollution in the Mahaweli River?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

@

(ii)

the number of unauthorized buildings that
have been constructed from Gannoruwa to
New Dodamwala Bridge; and

the measures hitherto taken to remove the
unauthorized buildings which have been
constructed in the above ecosystem?

(c) If not, why?

@S BB 0O Swmo (8880 ¢PImBRS)
(orevryfl@ BerFi QDL - HFHDTL 6D HEOLOFFT)
(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed - Minister of Environment)
Sir, the Answer is as follows:

@ ®
(ii)

(iii)

Yes.
Yes.

The area in extent of 59.4 hectares, which
includes the River Mahaweli and all the
islands located within it and situated within
the  Harispattuwa and  Yatinuwara
Divisional Secretaries' Divisions in the
Kandy Four Gravets and Ganagawata
Korale in the Kandy District within the
Central Province, had been declared an
Environmental Protection Zone by Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2024/6 dated 19.06.2017
under the National Environmental Act.

The Central Environmental Authority has
reported that five noticeboards have been
erected within the Waratenna-Hakkinda
Environmental Protection Area in order to
inform the general public that the area has
been declared as an Environmental
Protection Area, giving the following
details:

*  Map depicting the Environmental
Protection Area
+ Legal provisions regarding the

declaration of the Environmental
Protection Area
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*  The fact that it is an offence under the
National Environmental Act to conduct
any project or activity within the
Environmental Protection Area other
than permitted usages carried out under
a prior approval of the Central
Environmental Authority.

The Central Environmental Authority has
reported that arrangements have been made
to take action wunder the National
Environmental Act, No. 47 of 1980 against
the illegal constructions including hotels.
Relevant information has been given in
answer to Questions (b) (i) and (b) (ii).

The Central Environmental Authority has
informed that action has been taken through
the environment protection licensing system
to control the environmental pollution
caused by industries situated within the
Kandy Municipal Council limits ( for which
activities it is required to obtain
Environmental Protection Licences as per
Gazette Extraordinary No. 2264/17 dated
27.01.2022).

The Central Environmental Authority has
also informed that the Authority does not
have the legal power to take action under
the National Environmental Act regarding
all the illegal buildings situated within the
Kandy Municipal Council limits, that the
Authority does not even have the
information pertaining to that and the power
to obtain information to take legal action in
this regard rests with the Kandy Municipal
Council and the Urban Development
Authority.

The Central Environmental Authority
has communicated that nine illegal
constructions have been reported within
the Waratenna-Hakkinda Environmental
Protection Area (in the area between the
Getambe Bridge and the new Dodanwala
Bridge).

The Central Environmental Authority has
reported that the Authority has no power to
act under the National Environmental Act
regarding the buildings constructed
outside the Environmental Protection Area,
ie. from the Getambe Bridge towards
Gannoruwa, and information pertaining to
the measures hitherto taken regarding such
buildings has to be obtained from the
Mahaweli Authority of Sri Lanka, the
Urban Development Authority and the
Yatinuwara Pradeshiya Sabha.

It has been reported that the Central
Environmental Authority has taken steps
regarding the following illegal constructions
existing within the Waratenna-Hakkinda
Environmental Protection Area:

1) K.SM.D. Samaranayake residing
at No. 399, George de Silva Avenue,
Dodamwala had carried out
constructions in contravention of the
plan approved by the Kandy Municipal
Council.

Legal action has been taken for
demolition and removal of all the
illegal constructions that have been
carried out contrary to the approved
building plan. (Case No. 36490, Kandy
Additional Magistrate’s Court 02)

At the hearing held on 28.04.2022, the
respondent party expressed the consent
to demolish the above-mentioned
illegal constructions. Accordingly, the
respondent party demolished and
removed the illegal constructions
concerned and informed the Central
Environmental — Authority of it.
Subsequently, the officers of the
Central  Environmental  Authority
inspected it, reported it to the Court at
the hearing held on 25.08.2022 and
concluded the case.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.

FWNGO D WINBWRO Goewmewsy 9O Hewry,
Boewless mOnwemn® [oo ofs gsons Owmf
Eoes2920;8) Ses.

YSATLIDS,  LOTEOTLILENG — FLITBTUIST  YUTHET — YbBTTFITS
Bleollsorgy ysevCou, LIFHF FLTBILsET yeuiser [wrarywls yedls
TTEILIFOE] HEWVSDL )55 561

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. AJITH RAJAPAKSEtook the Chair.

@0 Beadts mOBNEHRO)
(orerflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

OO0 OB, BEG G e¢xiv.

@G 2H8BE 0O Swmo
(oresryfl@ BerSi H@mior’)
(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

2) The Kandy Municipal Council had
carved through the river reservation
on the southern bank of the River
Mahaweli at the place named
Polkotuwa on the King Rajasinghe II
Avenue in Dodamwala and constructed
a flight of stairs consisting of a handrail
using concrete.

As per the recommendation of the
Waratennan-Hakkinda Environmental
Protection Area Monitoring Committee,
the Kandy Municipal Council, which
had constructed the above-mentioned
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3)

4)

5)

flight of stairs illegally, was informed
in writing on 06.01.2021 to take action
to demolish and remove it. In addition,
a reminder dated 20.04.2022 has also
been sent.

M.H.L. Wickramasinghe residing at
No. 61, King Rajasinghe II Avenue had
constructed a house illegally on a land
belonging to the Kandy Municipal
Council within the reservation of the
River Mahaweli.

The above-mentioned construction was
discussed at the Technical Committee
meeting held on 07.01.2022 and the
Committee recommended that legal
action be taken against the said illegal
construction. The Additional Secretary
(Lands), who attended the Committee,
stated that local authorities had in their
possession both State lands and
donated lands and such donated lands
could not be treated as State lands.
Therefore, he suggested that, before
resorting to legal action, it was suitable
to get the verification specifically from
the Commissioner of Lands whether
the land on which this construction had
been carried out was a government
land. The Committee recommended
that legal action be taken as he
suggested.

According to the recommendation of
the Committee, this matter has been
referred to the Commissioner of Lands
by letters dated 03.02.2022 and
07.03.2022 to verify whether the land
concerned is a State land. As such,
legal action is to be initiated regarding
the illegal construction concerned as
soon as the Central Environmental
Authority receives information to the
effect that the land concerned is a State
land.

Jagath Kolitha Kahandawala residing at
No. 311/17 Elephant Walk Lane, River
Place Garden, Hal-Oluwa, Waratenna
has used flagstones and applied a layer
of concrete illegally in the river
reservation.

The person who carried out this
construction was made to remove the
concrete and bring the river reservation
back to its normal state.

K.U.AK. Fernando had constructed a
hotel by the name "Why Not Garden"
at No. 107, King Rajasinghe II Avenue,
Kandy illegally.

The Waratenna - Hakkinda
Environmental Protection  Area

6)

7)

1134

Monitoring Committee has
recommended that the Central
Environmental ~ Authority  should
decide on taking legal action against
that. Legal action has been initiated
regarding the demolishing and removal
of the illegal construction that has been
carried out at the above-mentioned
place (Case number 36491 - Kandy
Magistrate’s Court 02). As such, the
Court gave an interim injunction in
order to stop the illegal construction
that was being carried out at the place
concerned and at the hearing held on
28.04.2022, that interim injunction was
further extended. The case concerned
is to be examined in due course.

C.D. Suresh Aberathna had carried out
illegal improvements at a place
maintained on a land belonging to the
Kandy Municipal Council at No. 57,
King Rajasinghe II Avenue, Gatambe,
Kandy, where restaurant facilities are
supplied.

The matter regarding the above-
mentioned construction was referred to
the Committee held on 07.01.2022 and
subjected to  discussion.  The
Committee recommended that legal
action be taken against the illegal
construction. The Additional Secretary
(Lands), who attended the Committee,
stated that Local Authorities had in
their possession both State lands and
donated lands and that such donated
lands could not be treated as State
lands. Therefore, he suggested that it
was suitable to get it verified
specifically from the Commissioner of
Lands whether the land on which this
construction had been carried out is a
government land before resorting to
legal action. The  Committee
recommended that legal action be
taken accordingly.

According to the recommendation of
the Committee, this matter has been
referred to the Commissioner of Lands
by letters dated 03.02.2022 and
07.03.2022 to verify whether the land
concerned is a State land. As such,
legal action is to be initiated regarding
the illegal construction concerned as
soon as the Central Environmental
Authority receives information to the
effect that the land concerned is a State
land.

Construction of an illegal abutment
wall close to the bank of the River
Mahaweli at the premises of the hotel
belonging to the Oak Ray Restaurant
(Private) Limited maintained at No. 09,
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King Rajasinghe II Avenue, Gatambe,
Kandy.

The Director General of the Central
Environmental Authority has issued an
order dated 28.02.2022 in terms of
Section 24(b)(1) of the National
Environmental Act, No. 47 of 1980
pertaining to the illegal construction
that is being carried out at the above-
mentioned place. Accordingly, Case
No. 40119 was filed at the Kandy
Magistrate’s Court 02 on 25.08.2022
pertaining to the illegal construction
carried out at the above-mentioned
place. The case concerned is to be
called on 29.09.2022.

8) AN.B. Dascon had constructed an
illegal building at No. 300/4/B/1,
Warathenna, Halloluwa.

The matter of the above-mentioned
illegal construction was referred to the
Committee, which met on 05.05.2022,
and was subjected to discussion and the
Committee recommended that legal
action be taken regarding the above-
mentioned illegal construction. As
such, steps are being taken to file action
at the court of law against the person
who carried out that illegal construction

9) A person named W.J.N. Wijerathna
residing at No. 49, King Rajasinghe 11
Avenue, Getambe, Kandy had illegally
constructed a building on a land
belonging to the Kandy Municipal
Council.

Action is being taken to issue a
directive in terms of Section 24(b)
I of the National Environmental
Act, No. 47 of 1980 regarding this
illegal construction, which was
revealed during the follow-up
conducted within the Warathenna -
Hakkinda Environmental Protection
Area by the officers of the Central
Environmental Authority on
01.09.2022.

(c)  Does not arise.

OO Desst® 302300 €FES Dw™o

(wn’sv'a‘n_,uﬂ@ UFHS qul'lilLl(TLlGDonLﬂ'ﬂ')

(The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara)

Thank you, Hon. Minister. I highly appreciate your
detailed Answer. But, the situation remains the same.
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e® ydmwe m39Yd, ©d DHBY O FOBROB. »HY,
vIBe 000 ©Red® OmwaBe B8O I¥HO® ©O
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®S Bewdsns OD50EmR )

(oressryflg LWrdled surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

OO0 OTBROA, DD 00edd, ydme @E8ur
DOBID.

®C Dess¥® 302300 €BES Do

(omessTyfl@ susbg wriiLruehTL )

(The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara)

& 20ITID 0¥z B 80w 0@t BB ©©
ansiesy. g0 0@ wdanidews’ ¢l Hwr bonwnl
8e 00500, 5@ OV oddEF wdITVewsy admden
Bwo@80dE0 88 . 90 ¢@B8n® Bwy "Why
Not Garden" hotel o= @w@dsIDewsy ww O mCem
BRoen 80953Vews’ 850 Hw@de 0B85l Beamn.
2 9100 yodned OO 98R88 ndgcOs 8¢ em@cmd.

©S 285 0O Swmo

(oressryfl@ BerSi o@mLoL)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

Of course, we have to come up with an answer for this
issue. Also, I would like to mention in this House that for
all those constructions, generally they get permission
from various other institutions. It is only thereafter that
they come to the Central Environmental Authority. So,
how do we resolve this? Basically, permission is given for
those by the local authority, the Urban Development
Authority or by various other institutions. Afther they get
permission from such institutions, they commence
construction and do it in a way that affects the
environment and without sticking to the plan for which
they received permission. So, overall, this problem has to
be resolved. In the Island, when it comes to granting
permission for such matters, many institutions are
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involved and when they finally come to the Central
Environmental Authority, we have no say in that.
Therefore, it is important that we call all the institutions
relevant to this matter, discuss and come up with a
solution.

MO Desst® 322300 €S Dw™0

(omevsTL L@ euFbHS WTILTLIETL T]T)

(The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara)

©0; Bewdes mOnemOB, 0B and yBm»®
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@S 86g®x B8Bow Bwmo

(oreryll@ efrarwesr af rélmian)

(The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe)
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O H® 00 88ed @i n@Iensy g Beastesy @8
0® Beme OO 1 BOITTR WD, OO Bnzm ORwWO
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@G HBE gHOd Bwmo

(omevoryLll@ BerSiT H@mioL)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

Hon. Member, I can attend to that and take action
accordingly.
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OFFICERS OF THE SRI LANKA POLICE: PROMOTIONS
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(oreryflg Cansr allgrarCs)
(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)
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STITLIEN S SjeuT @)FFemLid@ Plalliimyr?

( @) @)erCmev, er6tr?

asked the Minister of Public Security:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) separately, the number of police constables
who have completed 20 years and 10 years
of service in the Sri Lanka Police; and

(ii) at present, the number of police sergeants
who have served the Police for 10 years or
more?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the number of police officers who have
fulfilled the qualifications to receive
promotions, out of the aforementioned
officers;
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(if)  the reasons for not granting promotions to
the aforementioned officers to date;

(iii)) whether it has been planned to grant
promotions to all the officers of Sri Lanka
Police who have fulfilled the required
qualifications; and

(iv)  if so, the date it will be implemented?
(¢) Ifnot, why?

®G S6sY @R Pwmo (BwYs gaoHum G imun®o)

(oreoryfl@  1oTeT SV - QUITEIGEHET LTEIGTLIL

O|EOLDEFFIT)

(The Hon. Tiran Alles - Minister of Public Security)
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(The Hon. Tiran Alles)
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asked the Minister of Irrigation:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of Mahaweli Zones in Sri
Lanka;

(i) the names of the aforesaid Mahaweli Zones;

(iii) the number of playgrounds situated in the
aforesaid Mahaweli Zones; and

(iv)  the action that will be taken to develop the
aforesaid playgrounds?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Shashindra Rajapaksa - State Minister of
Irrigation)
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SAMURDHI BENEFICIARIES OF BATTICALOA DISTRICT: NON-
RECEIPT OF SAMURDHI BENEFIT

966/2022
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asked the Minister of Women, Child Affairs and
Social Empowerment:

(@ Will he inform this House of the number of
Samurdhi beneficiaries in the Batticaloa District?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i)  whether he is aware of the fact that most of
the people who are below the poverty line
as per the monthly income in the Batticaloa
District have not been provided with the
Samurdhi benefit;

(i) if so, the reasons for it; and

(iii) the course of action that will be taken in that
regard?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and
Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of garbage dumps that have
been created as a result of garbage disposal
by the local government institutions of Sri
Lanka;

(ii) the names of the places where such garbage
dumps have been created,

(iii) out of the aforesaid garbage dumps, the
number of those that are connected to forest
areas;

(iv) whether he is aware that the ecosystem has
been seriously damaged due to that; and

(v) if so, the measures that will be taken to

solve the problems that have arisen due to
those garbage dumps?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:

(a)  Will he state -

@

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

the number of Agriculture Research and
Production Assistants serving in Sri Lanka;

the manner through which those officers
have been attached to the Grama Niladhari
Divisions;

the number of vacancies existing in that
post at present;

the steps that have been taken to fill those
vacancies;

whether he is aware that such officers have
not been appointed for the Northern
Province; and

the steps that have been taken to appoint
those officers for the Northern Province?

(b)  Will he also state-

)
(i)
(iif)

whether he is aware that the above officers
do not have a service minute;

if so, whether arrangements would be made
to prepare a service minute; and

if so, the date and manner in which it would
be prepared?

(c)  Will he further state -

@

(ii)
(ii)

whether he is aware that, when calculating
the pension of some of the Agriculture
Research and Production Assistants, their
period of service as Samurdhi Animators
and Agrarian Service Animators has not
been taken into consideration;

if so, the number of such officers; and

the date and manner in which such service
of those officers would be calculated?

(d) Ifnot, why?



1165

@G O8sYe @®G8S @wmo (8 HE® g 3w DHED
0 O 8B w.dlven ¢OimsR®)

(orewryllg wanlbs wrefr - HwHESTY eLOFFHLD
uaTEurTHEET LHMILD CUSTEUSTHRISZET LITGISTLIL| HeHLOFF(HLD)
(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera- Minister of Agriculture
and Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources Conservation)
©0T Boewdes mONeHROB, 90 ydm»wed B8EnJ

c®eda.

(a) (i) 2022.0831 250 owWds WO BEDSsT

e3002500 - 8,054

(i) 2B oledsves W B 0T
BEBsT wew acg Oter’ wa8mEe
s8edsen w1 By wmd Dw® D5y amd
B8O vlodven i BEscs wHmo
D@ e 928 BESewn 3BT emwuEin
0 gB.

(i) 2,3468.

(iv) 2880 wsledees w1 BLsicsy wHmO
oYRed yodeiy) wews BE8sY 1,057
e OO0 gg SO OO Do
BOBR0 BuE O9n 846® B3 B amd,

B  eclned®sind 88x 928l
OO0 Bwdm .

(v) 20220831 2» O» B0 cmo sgend
SIGFeTE  CoesmaB wewy  am@Ewm

B®EO sledven W BEsem  ©HmC
BEQ0B5Y 3031500 s 338 @D.

edfhdmes NGB D WaB8HES
sbeduen v Bdvem
250290 BED8
83002500
BB 13
DOB @D 8
BE @518 4
g§eBd 5
®IBNE® 25

(Vi) 28BmE® wvledees i BBy wHmO
noyned yoduiy wews BE8sY 1,057
e OO0 agg SO0 ®O® Twew
OB BuE mOygn 836050 B3 B amd,
B  ecdned®sind 085 928l
OO0 Bulnw. o982 s ©008sT
0B oS8 P DD MR Bg ewed.

(@) (1) @°.

(i) . ewddr D1OENO BBsY GOdens Om
8@ ©01€n e ©Be® 303w BE ¢R-q
D 85T 0 880 olodwen o
BEocsy 90m0 DT e o @
om8ssY  wwo eCm®ed g PSC/
ET/4/1/51/1/1 e 2013.07.25 85380 am@» §
e 91B3e® u8eidu OB 1857 ewds
010800 D@D B2 @BNHSE.

(i)  @cog @m0,
(@ O oo

208Ee@xInd

1166

(i) »BE® wvlodeen w1 BEwd @S
BeBsled B@p® Oigs oewmedd
©08ewdn Bw®m 0 ©0dd Bw@m
oCH @OWn WO B PO wmO RBBLO
eCany euvedoBm 88 enmmeds glg B
IO O© e WL DGO DT Ve
BBO e @wWreeeD) G ©B0 Gt WIEW
00 BB wews eFan g DBHE®
sbeduen w1 By md BERBsied
029d0Bm B8 00dE gt 8 en&B
20ENOEE g BEWBSY v w8®EHND
D0 Nge BENS @m0 ¢ SG®
D19u0 8D ewdr WICWsY Owr BBO wewo
1978.06.14 25nB s ©BwoEm OmeEd
g 121 § 5.4 DosiBe gm0 Sredt)Em
BEMBS eocecemnmens’ @530 sl
BBYO 15 WS DOBET geog BEBsIedd
880 @D mcwsy dwn BBOD ®O@n ®»S
D, 008 BO e¢m WOeN® e®mDewnds
B®m 0 8dS Bwo®m ocen 0wddw mEo
98 ©mI0nC; 65RO BEOO gewewess §
o0 e BOwn s 83m gnc OO
Bealdsied ©m0m0; ©viadds @
OIS D08 2022.04.20 8 8O o
OO0 ®»OYH WOBsY OB, deed enBsT,
2022.12.31 &» O 80 &® @5 G e
DR,

(i) ©@dd Bwi®m e o0niBewnds Bwe®m
DoRed 800 ¢ e amd S® Dk
OTHIEB 8 OB FOE WO @BT.

(1) acog @v»ed.

@6 ot B®C 8381524508 s

(omesorLll@ 2&5 GrT FGTTrad)

(The Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi)

O HOBROB, ®BER sleldven i BEwcs wvmd
BEBs, 00 dd Omwmdeds Sm» e O WO
@D ed sy 8 E® 3@ Red TS
@¢08me@ned Gidmd momdr. & B85 ¢t Ded
27 0 mCwE ©ydmh. J gwed e DD
O wmd WE, gdE ©®wmNOWE. D, &Y
RINed BERed Bwidewn, 0 OnOEND adas
o B su8a ©w  BBsenmd »E  ®e
00D %0 W 08 0  ©®wBEn® G
BE8sY BODs 0efdr D1DEG0R N BwEr. & Dredf®
OO0 HOBNOB, BWES slodldsven v Bwrcyy wwmd
Beded cwEd e® DHROL W Y. VY DO
DasBe BECO8. 50 O 5300 Bedmdl, oL
e D80 20 ©0uden Jen®. mEnf, dBsT OO
BB . F Beo 0O 909700 0 980l Hwo
@ 80w oI Bwo GHOBID > @BB. @®ime, gg 6ed
a8 EDTHE @ed O 3O POVe® 83m BE3
DeFHB® HOB, BHE® vbedven w1 BEwem wwmo
BRI, 9gs3ens’ Swne odden o ©5Im yodny.
5, ©O ¢remsiesy By ¥, VHTTeesy & euddw & HoOO®
G om0 BwEo. VYTens! gdas 0Eds CR ©BIZN
0853 RPsTed 0w yoW8nmD wy gBeydens DELH®
05 8wy cwEd® R 8O wewr D18 BEeden Beoadm o
Do OB O BE.



1167 2022 aFendas 06 1168

@G ©8xI¢ ¢®S8S wmo

(orerfl@ wadlhs ofwred)

(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)

OO0 OG0B, VI® By mCew BOAIE.
RIS wvwIBTOewrsy e® 88D wmdi BBesws
O em. OB ymn Hoed »O OuOEO wmed
DO BB, ©® BERC 9D Bedsiery @@imsenn
©0085T. PO e@8 OO cvemmID. 0O af) gD
8BID 0@ Beadmdie Bun O 0 0w A & 8D
O° RNV e Wy 928us WOTTHO.

ged Do DRBOYD, OB s YOBBHO B¢
ORwOND HwstOm RBEe®2 aBdvews’ EBHES
s8edsen ¥ BEes Hmc BEBsT o1 nO8 a8 O
Bdwws masies’. ©® ©008x & guwed cosmd
0800w amd »O&B 280 & yBAICw CHOSTHD HOOSY
Oteny. qed & Dmd Ded® gemws owln DmOEE ¢
RYsTed ¢ 1m)®, »d® gdas eDm. dodsvewsi® evdn
Dm ORIV @8 DRBOWsY Ded® 8 9E8wkd ged
3©500:06 HWFO® WO BuE D@wOWsT 0@ BHES
sledsen 0 BEes wwmd BEhlsied wwewdins @n
508 Bwd®m WO 9¥m® Oxfes’. & Bw RPsied
ydmw Suded® Do BOY qud 5108 Beadmds Bwexm St
@® gDEGed wewsy mOHmDa.

@6 Yot m®IC 83815)gSD8 B

(oreryLll@ @&s GLrT sllGrTrad)

(The Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi)

00T HOBROB, ©O® ©O08s Gus ewded Wedyp
BEBs oBwn 9utmdn. & dw gnd w@isews’ §®
BEBsT w5 masBle B3 ©8@isIns egdwmdc 9simda.
ey BERWBSIO D& & BRWBHIO Credn sv»ymeDE -
©®5Y Bwe®, B 8w wy 18 N Be® &Orn - Boe
200w Beadmdn. ©0un BEETeoI® 0dds ERe®mD
GO emD®D OB BEeDED cwm mJ o5Isy 0Oz, Coess
ewded w®En BEWBHIO ©w® wiwden ®w BOIWBIBD
OO sE®O® I EH ¢sI® WOYH WOBIB Bwo &
G 8Om0 0@ime, Dl @@ Bdesd ST &
?CE® WmOE Bedmd. & Bwo 0® o DWW ©wW
WO WO WOBI® Bwo @ 9EE B3I, ©® dved
abgcen Bedm 20 ¢8 s, 8y 928ed 2 owd
DOHCEO @O wewr BEw®H 0wicsisy yodse Bwucs ©®
am 053 B8

®S @8x¥e a®5Ss wmo

(wrabrfl@ wanlbs Swrafy)

(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)

©® BEsI0 & Dr0d 2O00E W® w® 2§ ot Bedm
P00 DadBw 8B ©0085T Wmoiey 98y WSE Beamo,
©0 OTEROB. 0® gfcided qud Beds Yeuds ©OEd
RINDO elsI® D PevmD B oxl. v aBent
Ciaw Sow & Bedmy 010G Bohwmdemw BEO0 ¢8 gdaxs
8wOS oI,

oG @23.8.8¢8, @688 wmo

(omevsryLil@ Gs.Lil.eTerv. @omrdng))

(The Hon. K.P.S. Kumarasiri)

©0; Bewdss ®»Opnwemn®B, ©d #H@B8n®iensy ©O
9500 D1con yameE gusis Beamo.

@S Bewdss G151 D )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

o0 OTEROB, ev® gl Wl OO
$OBR@ensT, -

@S @8.8.0e3. ©I688 Owmo

(revrLfl@ Gss.Li.e1610. @rrAmn))

(The Hon. K.P.S. Kumarasiri)

8D ©0 w8 DD A e¢BIB), ®O Bewdss
DNBNEDHOA.

@0 Berdss mOrBNGEHDO)

(oressryfl@ Wrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

OO0 OBIEROAB, IN® @0 #@Bn®eerlc ydm®@
Seewsieny?

®0 ©5.8.9¢3. ®1688 ©vmo
(oressryifl@ Cs.LN.e16v. @Grrdm)
(The Hon. K.P.S. Kumarasiri)

R0, ©0 WBHEO OB 1e®T.

®S Bewdsns G151

(oressryflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

SO 00 ¢ ©@B®ed NN BedmrDog?

oG ©23.8.8¢3. @683 Swmo
(oressryfl @ Cs.L.e16v. Grrdn)
(The Hon. K.P.S. Kumarasiri)
&5‘/52@3 25)[@1758.

®S Bewdsns O151EmR )

(oressryflg LWl surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

OeY® O eNeW® ewmIewsy gHI®. 0® VIPSIed
300D e0ed&.

@ @3.8.0¢3. ©I683 Owmo
(revryfl@ Css.Li.61600. @Lrrdmn))
(The Hon. K.P.S. Kumarasiri)
©D0evI® &nBE.

OO0 HOBROH, ©8 0® L WOesy e® @ediOd
DR Bed) 98 DeH ®CEdW ®. ®od GwHed
BFuInd, NwdRH®, WYuIm®, BWEHID, 2OIVEEO
@2 HODIDOE Bedn) OmHED 0yom WwEIse 8@ITVewsY
OB 08 0® ydme gurIes’. ®d #wOBROA, ol evede
e® 0dmDE Bugeirn Omn 00 O
cdondsame mer. 1952 8 owwd dn 085 00
OOLIMORD qpg D»ED oygdwm mewed B8O
Bedmrydn. ¢’ OO 80 »0 BecI®O0 Omu@id o®
®1e0 §8 Beamds. »Oy BecIBoden e®w uisensy
om ey musie ecsier ¥, ©0 Bewdws
DOIBNBDHROB. Y 0® emEEs Bwmds, 1972 & owvy
010 OB 000 OMED eydm mEoved B e
B D BwéEo.

®6 Bewdes SrzNGEHDO)

(oresrflg Wrdld suTpTLST jeuTser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

@0 O5IEn®, omiews’ gwsis.
Do RsY qwsIs.

Ru ydmw Om



1169

®0 e%8.8.8e8. @688 Dwmn

(orewryfl@ Gs.Li.eTev. GTrAm))

(The Hon. K.P.S. Kumarasiri)

©0; Bewdes mOsnemn®B. g8 0D e¢sin.
819188 mOBTHY Deso ey

6 Bearadss HAOznEDRO)

(orevwsryLllg Ly dld FUTBTWST SjeuiTseT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

&8¢ 900 Do 0wldrNdn BERCD 0® wiEed®sined
B0oe mOBID) Beamydr. IO e 988 3 vuin ¢dasd.

@ @23.8.0¢3. 1688 Owmo

(oreryflg Cs.Lil.eTev. GLIrAm))

(The Hon. K.P.S. Kumarasiri)

©0 Bewdds »ONEHROB, BBy 00 i
clewndsem O, ©O OB e® mnFde ©uWEE
Pegns, e0m DHOFDHsIH HOOsT. IBB 00 e® Bwsies.
@® gu syBe cOEOE ¢OWIn cleudemun B ®
OBROA, I 0 BurIm, -

®0 Bewdss G506

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

OO0 O5IEnOB, Vs yE»® CBECAD® O® BV
@wW§ ®E DO D& e¥Ica.

@ ©23.8.9¢3. 1688 Owmo

(omevsr i@ Gs.Lil.ete1v. @omrrdng))

(The Hon. K.P.S. Kumarasiri)

©0; Bewdets mONEHROB, 0® emEEsy ¢ @B8n®
»YeOD ©c00n G, & Buwo HOBRE 0® o cimdo.

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD )

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

O OB, emSews’ BEnI e &80 @dwsy
WDOBIB.

@G ©8xYe ¢®58S ®wmo

(oreoryifl@ wanbs Sjwrefr)

(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)

OO @5IBn®), o wdw O® gqod BEds ®wO®
20mD0W OFOHD. Jomde o® 8EIcd Seoduveowsy
3DNHIB W WS OB BwOS @I ®.

BB cfeme: ymrdumBe derTA ywd
ST
WlestEmy 2 Husbdl: YaIilssssdha 6Tiladd
S STIBIG6T6T LIWeTLT(H

ELECTRICITY GENERATION: USE OF RENEWABLE ENERGY
SOURCES

1527/2022
8. ©0 9z 5Y®aT B
(orenrfl@ @)agrd ramewrer)
(The Hon. Ishak Rahuman)
BeEBAC w0 OB ¢Li1n@ens’ ¢ ydme - (1);

(a) () yo¥serBe dcedB yvdwes wdew &
OmTO e WO CIB OgBw Tmm
D0 EmBO e,

(i) 2022 D&sewl ymdusmrBe CHREA Lwdwsy
WO cseme B0 edw8n SgBw
Fo® y@rgaw @O €S,

208Ee@xInd

(iii)

@iv)

1170

wbe dcadBews’ e® OHTO B
OB G TgBw T y@renw O eHe;

086 DCRBBRIO OO BeBw eI
WO G 0O yHOBEHBw Gwdwsy
wOent 2022 D8seldd cxweme BBLO
2edi8n S¢Bw S y@iemw 005 ey
DREWsY eI ens;

@535y O e 8K ¢IOTesIe?

(@ @

(i)

35000 LedhEmed Bodues’ Hed&uw
oGO 0N, CREe®IGD,
053c0OREE® 0®imed JEBBHwo  ¢®
wodmersy S¢Be cBeme WO CI®
DS BB @B O,

08 DERIHICW @@ OHDD e B ¢S AO;

On® ¢s¥enie?

(q) ©® BEwdw wBe BEO wewo Bwuds oxjesie
@BIBYS D@0 @O wwidd ¢s5idsiensie?

(1) ovdeln®,d ©nve?

WlesTFSS) LHMID uIFsHH HewwdFenTd Csl L aller:

(=) ()

(ii)

(ii)

(iv)

UgItifleassss  eTldFsEs  oysTrhisesrd
@srmerailed o Hudbsl CFinuIL@GL  WleTFTT
9|V & H6I6dT 6TBOTGU 16 3 6THBHED 6UT
6TEITLIEN S UU|LD;

2022.941p oyetTiged LGILILNGBESHE  6TTFES
o pusd  Orieizpe
WlestEmy eV dHeileT
TGUTENS 16 6THBHEN BT 6TEITLIEN G WL|LD;

B T TBIS6 60T LD
eTSITLITTdas LI (BID

G gaglepsoorss @)sTmenailsd 2 HLgs Gl
whu@®b  BeTFry  HeVGHSB6TeT  6TevTess dhen %
6TSHBHEM I TGTLIENSHU|LD;

Gfw  #&8s@ Cuevdlaswrs eaTeFrrsamns
2 Husd QFiyd eewerw LG SEESH5ES
afgdg) ygrrmisefsrdy 202290 oyevnrigs0
2 DU CFleusnE@ eTHTUTTSSLILIEGD Llesr
FTT HVGSH6N6T 6cTevsTamtldhens BHevlldhsesluira
6T HEMEUT 6TEITLIENSU|LD;

Ui @)dFFewLd@ Mlalliiuryr?

(=) ()

(ii)

SBITTSYT Wwreul L Ggler sSlriiuever LNrGss
Qrwevstt Ulflalleisiter suLGerTmisney, FHESILD
@6Tid ST ringglsv ’eﬂmmrﬂeﬂq_mrr’ L0 & ;16307 (h)
semarll LweTURSS  eTFTrdens 2 MHLss)
Qewyd it 2 HusPH  BleweowEwTEITMI
S|SWLDBSIGTEOTS] 6TEIT LIGHSIL|LD 5

Gupug et 2 HusF mpleweowid HHELTE
QFwedlphHg| % TeRTLILIHSIBTDS] 6TETLIEDSW|LD;

Sjeui yMleurymr?

(@) GCupuiy Wer 2 HLSH BleweLwHmsF CFwDLBSSHI
USDNHTET  BLaUgdhenaser  GnHosrereriiL@mm

STSTLISNSW|LD Sjeui @)FFenLid@ Hymlalliurym?

()  @)eTCmeD, e768T?



1171 2022 aFendas 06 1172

asked the Minister of Power and Energy:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of electricity units generated
through renewable energy sources by now;

(i) the number of electricity units expected to
be generated through renewable energy
sources in the year 2022;

(iii)  the number of electricity units generated out
of solar energy at present; and

(iv) separately, the number of electricity units
expected to be generated in the year 2022
from other renewable energy sources of
power generation other than solar energy?

(b) Is he aware that -

(i) a power station which engages in power
generation using gliricidia timber is located
in Sandaramkulama village, Labunoruwa of
Thirappane Divisional Secretary's Division
of Anuradhapura District; and

(if) the aforesaid power station is defunct by
now?

(¢)  Will he also inform this House whether steps will
be taken to reactivate the operations of the
aforesaid power station?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Plantation Industries:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the contributions payable to the
Employees' Provident Fund by the Coconut
Research Institute for the years 2014 and
2015 have been paid;

(i) if not, the amount of money payable by the
aforesaid Institute as contributions to the
Employees' Provident Fund for those years;

(iii) whether action will be taken to pay the
aforesaid amount to the Employees'
Provident Fund; and

(iv) if so, the date on which such payments will
be made?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether a formal investigation has been
carried out into non-payment of
contributions to the Employees' Provident
Fund by the aforesaid Institute; and

(i) if so, whether the report of such
investigation will be presented?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Mass Media:
(@)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether it is expected to impose new laws
to control social media;

(i) whether he admits that a discussion in this
regard has been held with the Government
of Singapore by the then Minister of
Justice; and

(iif)  the standpoint of the Government regarding
social media?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana - Minister of
Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media)
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Speaker, I am raising a Question of Privilege.
On the 06" of August, 2021, I raised a Question of
Privilege relating to the Hon. R. Sampanthan, Member of
Parliament for Trincomalee, which was referred to the
Committee on Ethics and Privileges. The said Committee
requested me to be present at its Meeting on 04™ October,
2022 at 3.00 p.m. and accordingly, I presented myself
there. The owner of the Facebook page titled “BATTI
TV” had been summoned and gave evidence after the
charge against him was read out. In his evidence, he
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stated that he is a member of the political party Tamil
Makkal Viduthalai Pulikal and his party Leader, the Hon.
Sivanesathurai Santhirakanthan, is the person who sent
him the offending video footage of the Hon. Sampanthan
being helped to walk down the aisle in Parliament on 19™
July, 2021, which he published on his Facebook page
with his voice over, stating that the Hon. Sampanthan is
of no use to anybody and that he is selfishly occupying a
seat in Parliament. That video had been recorded from
within the Chamber and according to the said evidence, it
had been done by the Hon. Sivanesathurai
Santhirakanthan.

The very next day, that is 05™ October, 2022,
yesterday, the Hon. Shanakiyan Rasamanickam and I left
Parliament around 12.45 p.m. and went together for a pre-
arranged meeting down Horton Place in two separate
vehicles. While we were travelling, the security personnel
attached to us observed a motorbike following us. Later,
they saw the same motorbike parked near the place where
we were and took a photograph of same. It is a motorbike
with an Eastern Province registration number - EP
BEY2600. The security personnel promptly reported the
matter to the Cinnamon Garden Police. The OIC, Chief
Inspector Aloka Bandara, had later told them that the
person was an intelligence officer who had been detailed
to follow us. Sir, I am tabling* the photograph of the said
motorbike.

I raise this Question of Privilege relating to both the
Hon. Shanakiyan Rasamanickam and myself and in that,
our coming and going from Parliament is covered by
Parliamentary Privileges. In addition, this seems to have
happened after the proceedings in the Committee on
Ethics and Privileges, where a former leader of an armed
group, a paramilitary group, was identified as the culprit
in the matter of the Hon. Sampanthan’s Privileges being
violated. In this connection, I must say that he was also an
accused in a murder case, the murder of an Hon. Member
of Parliament. Also in June this year, President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, sitting in the Opposition benches,
identified this person as the person who killed 600
policemen. Even if what the OIC, Cinnamon Garden
Police said is true, why are intelligence officers being
detailed to follow Opposition Members of Parliament and
also, why are intelligence officers of the State given
vehicles registered in the Eastern Province? 1 am
requesting the Hon. Speaker to take immediate action in
this regard, as we consider this a threat to our lives in
addition to it being a violation of our Privileges.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Order please, Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Premnath C. Dolawatte to the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte do
now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
PREMNATH C. DOLAWATTE took the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. PREMNATH C. DOLAWATTE left the
Chair, and DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
ANGAJAN RAMANATHAN] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. State Minister, please wind up.
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(The Hon. D.B. Herath)

Ben® eDWOm TIed wvewlow O DO god
Ced RYs gedFur OB YLuBIHDE HIFDw 5O
DHYS WO eD@sB. & ®Cend @8 W0 @¢®s,
@0 EeNBeBR® D@ »FFOe BEIC @® wwpdd
Woen B10EE B BEICD dn®d &nBosIn 008x], &
DD 8OIBTR ©wIBENOR EEed@xInDD 9elun mE ©o;
®QC Omvred OBTEn®0N, ewldsnd EES e ©o
©BOTEw 0o O5IEn@0n SnRosin 008s ®ed W
3Dwsy OB,

®S BOE 86D Dwmo
(oresTfl@ aflwsd afraukisw)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, what is the point of Order?
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, the Hon. Speaker had come and
informed the House about today's Business. However, 1
will inform him of your objection to this.
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(The Hon. Piyankara Jayaratne)
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(omevsrLll@ afloev efreuniern)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Some of the Hon. Members have asked for this
Debate. That is why the Hon. Speaker allowed it.

®6 88 F 86D-q Bwmo
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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(The Hon. Priyankara Jayaratne)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

It is the Hon. Speaker's decision. I will inform the
Hon. Speaker.
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you, Hon. Member. I will inform the Hon.
Speaker.

OO BsozS B3O Dwmo
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(The Hon. Piyankara Jayaratne)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(omewsr i@ Gusseflsr Lrdls sallFreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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(The Hon. Priyankara Jayaratne)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you, Hon. Member. I will inform the Hon.
Speaker.

Next, the Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka. You have
ten minutes.

[4.90. 1.26]
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Hesha Withanage. You have 15
minutes.

[2.00. 1.38]
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(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)
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The next speaker is the Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran. You have 15
minutes.

[2.08 p.m.]
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, thank you for
the time given to participate in this Adjournment Debate
today.

Sir, as I begin to speak, I must note that this is an
anticlimax. The country has been waiting for serious
Constitutional amendment. There was a countrywide cry
to change the system and a part of that was to do away
with the Executive Presidency. Then, we were told, “Yes,
we will abolish the Executive Presidency, but first, we
will do away with the Twentieth Amendment”. There
was also a call to remove the Twentieth Amendment to
the Constitution and so, from about the month of April,
the country has been waiting. Then, with a lot of fanfare,
the Government said, “We have introduced the Twenty
Second Amendment to the Constitution. This is the
promise we gave to the people. With this, we will
substantially reduce the executive powers of the President
and make the country and governance more democratic”.
Today, while the whole country waited with bated breath
for this wonderful piece of legislation that you had
promised the country to be brought to Parliament,
debated and passed, the Government again has gone on
reverse gear. Gear Reverse - GR - is now the catchphrase.
We had a "GR" earlier, who also did this. Then, the new
President, when he declared High Security Zones under
the Official Secrets Act and it was pointed out that it was
wholly ultra vires, that there was no power to declare
High Security Zones under the Official Secrets Act, he
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reversed and earned for himself the name "GR" - Gear
Reverse. We saw that again today: you step forward, say
that you are delivering on your promise and then, you turn
your back. That is the performance of this Government.

The President was here in the morning and he made a
Special Statement with regard to the economic crisis that
the country is facing. I must place on record our
appreciation to the President for doing this as often as
possible. That is a welcome change from previous
dispensations. From the time he took over as Prime
Minister actually, he has laid out his plan, has addressed
the nation and Parliament and even after becoming the
President, he has done that and for that, I think it is only
fair that we place our appreciation.

But, this economic crisis itself is something that we
need to understand before we decide how it is to be dealt
with. As the President spoke, I clarified two issues with
him. One was with regard to corruption susceptibilities
that the IMF has highlighted. When the IMF highlights
corruption susceptibility as a key challenge, a key factor
for the country to come out of this crisis, it goes without
saying that that was a factor that contributed in no small
measure for the economic crisis to happen, that corruption
within the Government was definitely an important factor
that caused the economic crisis. The unfortunate thing is
that the whole country knew about it and it had even
become a matter of light-hearted conversation. Various
Ministers were referred to as “Mr. Ten Percent” et cetera,
but by the time we started calling them “Mr. Ten
Percent”, they were actually taking 100 per cent. You
cannot do that for too long. Obviously, the economy
collapsed. At the beginning of this year, we raised these
issues and said, “Go to the IMF; start an IMF
programme”. The Government said, “No, no, there is no
such crisis. We can meet all our obligations”. By the
middle of April, the Government declared the country as
bankrupt. So, today, officially, we are bankrupt. We must
take steps to get out of that because the people are
suffering and are due to suffer more. The increase in
prices has not stabilized; prices keep increasing and that
will keep happening. So, while we address ourselves as to
how we can come out of this crisis, it is equally important
that we also address the reasons for this crisis and address
those immediately. Otherwise, it will be a vicious cycle
we will never be able to get out of. That is the reason why
I highlighted the corruption susceptibility and there does
not seem to be anything being done. Unfortunately, I must
place on record that the answer given by the President
himself is unsatisfactory; to say, "We are bringing in
some law" and to tell the country that that will deal with
the rampant corruption is not satisfactory.

You brought in something called the Twenty Second
Amendment and we pointed out that it, in no way,
reduces any of the powers of the President. You tried to
dupe the country, to mislead the country into believing
that you are bringing in some democratic reform and
when you realized that that was going to be exposed, that
the Opposition was not going to play ball with you - the
Opposition indicated to you yesterday that there is no
substantial change - and that even after the passage of the
Twenty Second Amendment, the President is going to
continue to have the full complement of the Twentieth

Amendment powers, you have retreated; you have gone
on reverse gear .

And, it is a fact that there is no change whatever in the
powers of the President even when the Twenty Second
Amendment is brought in. So, you cannot mislead the
people, you cannot practise this fraud on the people and
that is why the Opposition said, “No, we will not go
along with this. We will tell the people what this piece of
Amendment you are bringing in, what it will do and what
it will not do.”

Whilst all of this is going on, I must raise some other
concerns. There are other things that are happening,
particularly in the North and the East. Yesterday, in the
Mullaitivu District, the police did what they have been
doing here against the university students. Fishermen
have been demonstrating peacefully for several days
against illegal fishing methods. The Minister of Fisheries
went there promising to stop all illegal methods, and I
was told that after doing that, some of his supporters took
him to a side and told him something else. Then, he came
back and said, “I will make all these illegal fishing
methods legal very soon”. Those illegal fishing methods
are illegal the world over; those are international
standards. But, what he had told them was, “I will make
those legal. So, let them continue”. And, yesterday, there
was a clash and what does the police do? They do what
they are used to: they attacked the peaceful protesters.
There was tear gas used; there was a severe attack on
those protesters. That is the kind of repression the
Government is employing against people who are
justifiably bringing their concerns to the fore, asking
questions. They have a right to ask those questions.

In that area, you are trying to change the divisions and
I am tabling* a document marked “Confidential - for
official purposes only.”

But, I have a copy with me and I am placing it
responsibly before the House. It was prepared by the
Ministry of Irrigation and is dated 26™ September, 2022
and signed by the Hon. Roshan Ranasinghe, Minister of
Irrigation, in which you are tampering with the divisions,
stating how the villagers in the south of Mullaitivu
District are going to be dealt with and how you are
changing the administration. In such a way, you are
meddling with the ethnic composition, seeking to change
the ethnic composition. You have been trying to do this
for several decades. You actually changed substantially
the population of the East. Now, you are concentrating on
the north of the Eastern Province, the north of the
Trincomalee District and the south-east of the Northern
Province and the south of the Mullaitivu District, trying
to bifurcate the natural linguistic contiguity, by which the
North and the East are connected.

It is one region where there is a natural contiguity. By
these efforts, by gerrymandering or changing
administrative boundaries, you are trying to break that

* gedmmeed D g,
* Brflswa G BIeD WSS LILIL. (BTN,
* Placed in the Library.
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contiguity. Now, this has very serious repercussions and I
am asking the Government to immediately halt these
efforts, using the Forest Ordinance and other special laws
related to the Mahaweli, archaeology, which is very
important, and wildlife. Those are special laws for special
purposes, that is true. But, you are using those laws, not
for the purposes for which those laws have been enacted
as special laws, but for wrongful purposes: to suppress an
ancient community and merely because we are smaller in
number, to deprive us of the areas of our historic
habitation. That area is the joined the North and East and
if you do not stop those efforts, it will be a further disaster
for this country.

Thank you.

®0 Bewdss 0% e3wsBn®r
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Field Marshal Sarath
Fonseka. You have 10 minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Hesha Withanage to the Chair?

@G 8OIZw ooy ®wmo

(wressryfl@ FweTifw CGanrg)

(The Hon. Samanpriya Herath)
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(The Hon. Madhura Withanage)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
lefi the Chair, and THE HON. HESHA WITHANAGE took the Chair.

[&.090. 2.23]
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Friday,
07th October, 2022.
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