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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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BUREAU OF REHABILITATION BILL: PETITIONS TO THE
SUPREME COURT
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha -Minister of Education

and the Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Reports be printed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Plantation

Industries and Minister of Industries)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)
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PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
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(LomessTL L)@ 6TLD.6T. FrLofbS)TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Speaker, on behalf of the Chairman of the
Committee on Public Finance, I present the Report of the
Committee on Public Finance on the Special Audit Report
Regarding the Evaluation of the Procurement Process
Implemented for the Purchase of Coal Required for the
Period 2022-2025 for the Norochcholai Coal Power Plant,
which was referred to the said Committee.

@008t O HFw gnwnl Bowlo oz 8.
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Sir, I also present the Report of the Committee on
Public Finance on the -

()  Order under the Strategic Development Projects
Act, No. 14 0of 2008;

(i)  Order under the Excise (Special Provisions) Act,
No. 13 0f 1989; and

(iii) Regulations under the Imports and Exports
Control Act, No. 1 of 1969,

which were referred to the said Committee.
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(The Hon. Shan Vijayalal De Silva)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.

@G O8I BeBBB ®wmo
(oreryllg Fibs allCedn)
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
B D>NIBNBDROA, -

@O0 QIBNBHD
(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

®D, ©G; O3B ®.

@G O8I BeBBB ®wmo

(oreryflg Flbs allGedn)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Prime Minister and

Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial

Councils and Local Government)
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ishak Rahuman)
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga - Minister of Urban

Development and Housing and Chief Government Whip)
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asked the Minister of Water Supply:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(M)

(ii)

(iif)

whether he is aware that the people living in
the villages of Sorikkalmunai-2 in the
Navithanveli Divisional Secretary's
Division, Mailaithivu in the Samanthurai
Divisional ~ Secretary's  Division and
Panankadu, Kannagi Kiramam and
Aligambe in the Alayadiwembu Divisional
Secretary's Division in the Ampara District
are faced with a scarcity of drinking water;

out of the families living in the aforesaid
villages, the number of those who are faced
with scarcity of drinking water; and

whether immediate steps will be taken to
solve the drinking water problem that exists
in those villages?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(¢) Ifnot,

whether he is aware that the water tanks that
have been constructed at Navidanveli,
Central Camp, Mandur, Ganeshapuram,
Wakkiela, Namal Oya, Inginiyagala and
Thottama have not been used for a long
time;

whether he is aware that the people living in
the aforesaid villages are facing severe
difficulties in obtaining drinking water, as a
result; and

whether immediate steps will be taken to
solve the drinking water problem that exists
in those villages?
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asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether arrangements pertaining to the
establishment of the Railway Museum by
the Sri Lanka Railways have been
completed by now;

(i) the amount of money that will be spent to
establish the said museum,;

(iii) whether a proper document is being
maintained regarding the artifacts that are
to be kept in the said museum; and

(iv) if so, whether that document will be
presented?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the date on which the said museum will be
declared open for local and foreign tourists;
and

(i) whether there is any difficulty in opening
the aforesaid museum for public
exhibition?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana - Minister of
Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Public

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and
Local Government:

(a)  Will he state -

() whether any irregularity, irregular
appointment, any act of corruption or any
illegal activity has taken place in the
President’s Fund during the period from the
year 2015 to 2019;

(i)  if so, separately, the nature of such acts that
had taken place at the aforesaid fund; and

(iii)  separately, the value of the financial,
property and human resources that the
Government had lost due to each of the
aforesaid acts?

(b)  Will he also state -

(i) whether investigations have been carried
out to identify the officers who are
responsible for the acts mentioned in (a) (i)
above;

(i) if the responsible officers have been
identified, the action that has been taken
against them;

(iif)  if no action has been taken against them, the
reasons for that;

(iv)  whether action will be taken against them in
future; and

(v) the measures that will be taken to prevent
the occurrence of such acts in future?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

O yesIB CemRo® Swmo

(oreryflg LyseiTear renTdgmis)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

O DONEDROSB, ¢ H®s 5w Coss s3EH,

Boedn »Ogn, se wwr W BT HED G IBRE
eOmEDsY & OO yEm WO BERJ wwion* moxmoo.

* eseedww @» »d» c¢ 8EO:
* FLM LS8N0 eweudssLi L aflswr .
* Answer tabled:

(@) (i) 20808 qo@cel 0B eCan P anSmmd:,
gt o0, v B ovd BB Beddd Bwe
20820 8 @98 DD wewsT WOS.

@5 OB (¥R OB Beds 8D Bed 5O &
8ED @m0nC G 0 eR® 9 83 and I
00 & o e A Dobimn WE VB A0 ¢BIOM
DO,

(i)  agE ez0ed.
(ili)  a@gg ovned.

(80) (i) ace oz0ed.
(i) eoE evwed.
(i) geg oz0ed.
(iv) eoeE evwed.
(V)  eoe ovned.

(q) @ce ovned.

2022 aFendad 04 816

D& esIBxT: §EwNJ

Anpres Chrwreriser: BElusail
KIDNEY PATIENTS: FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

2584/2022

7. o6 o R0 §8Dgcd8 Bums (0o B D&

D®20 Dwm @05DD)

(oressryll® @ss GwTr &WOGrTred - wrewywlE el
SUITEWT GLOMTT FTTLITS)

(The Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi on behalf of the
Hon. Lalith Varna Kumara)

I, €O ®OGn w1 0  ©dICHIOe

2@ ez gy y@me - (1):

(@) (1) O ooy ediBew® eOMEDsY CR @y

G @z GRS w;

(i) ©EwNC C OB® wew @® OO eER®
B0 B & D) @I 301500

(i) QeI EP OB wews e® OMTO
e®EdSy eCIDOD Ood ©didsy
83002508

(iv) ©® O8O Ewoiad A Dnos ©dIdsY
8021500 & Eoned O O SdhEme amd
005y 005Y DHewWsY;
e @sIm On® 008  ©widd
YOI nIe?

() ovndel5®, S ©nve?
waefli, Amieui jeVieucvs6T WHMID Feps uVILLDS FHIHS

SwwFFenrd Csl L aflesrr:

(o) @) AniBrs CrrurerQrTeudd@ eupmnisliu &ern
WTSTHS 2 Hailh6lHTens 6T61616TE) 6T LIENGW|LD;
CumIuBNH S @)strmemailsv
allasremtiiilggierer  Amubrs  Cprwmeniseaflsir
Qg 6TesTENNdh6mE 6155 6M 6 WG LIEN S| LD;

(i) 2 sals@srens

(i) 2 sals6sTemas QunIUEHEG G)eTnerallsd ST
Swiyl uliquedey @ bGlupmisitar  FAmiBrs
@prwrarigeflssr TEUTEwT I 6m s 6T BT
QuissTLIEN HU|LD;

(iv) @erperaisy 2 galsbsrens Cumslsrn Ay Brs
@prwrarigeflssr STEUT6IsT I 6m %

wreu’ L GFler  ugliuenuled  GQeusuGeumms

6T S ITOWIGTLIEN S LD;

£6Geum(H

U @)FFemLdb@ Smlaliiumryr?
(=) @)er@mev, eyear?

asked the Minister of Women, Child Affairs and

Social Empowerment:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the monthly financial assistance provided to
a kidney patient;

(ii) the total number of kidney patients who
have applied for financial assistance by
now;

(iii) the number of kidney patients on the
waiting list by now who have applied for
financial assistance; and

(iv) separately, as per each district, of the
number of kidney patients who receive the
financial assistance in Sri Lanka?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

V)

whether he is aware that boy/girl scouts are
trained at government schools;

if so, the number of such schools;

whether he admits that there are schools
which expect to offer boy/girl scout
training;

whether the existing constraints in the
aforesaid schools in providing such training
have been identified; and

whether steps will be taken to provide
teachers with the necessary training to train
scouts and scout training to school children
through those teachers?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1)
(i)
(iii)
(iv)
%

the manner in which scouts will be assigned
in providing social welfare services;

the facilities provided for those boy scouts
and girl scouts, separately;

whether the facilities that are currently
provided to boy/girl scouts are adequate;

if not, whether plans have been made to
increase those facilities in future; and

if not, the reasons for that?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Kins Nelson on behalf of the Hon. Ashok
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asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware of the fact that political
victimization has been taking place at the
depots of the Sri Lanka Transport Board
from January, 2020 up to now;

(i) the measures taken regarding the transfers
and interdictions of employees done on the
basis of political victimization; and

(iii)  the measures taken to safeguard the political
rights of the employees of the Sri Lanka
Transport Board and ensure their job
security?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana)
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CONSUMPTION OF LIQUID MILK: PROMOTION

2622/2022
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(The Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi on behalf of the
Hon. D. Weerasingha)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware of the sharp increase in
the selling price of a litre of liquid milk; and

(i) whether a programme has been developed
to promote the consumption of liquid milk
and to sell it at a discounted price?
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(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) whether there is a programme to provide
dairy farmers with milch cows;

(i) the number of milch cows imported to Sri
Lanka from 2015 to the present; and

(iii) the areas where the said milch cows were
distributed?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. D.B. Herath - State Minister of Livestock
Development)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne. You have 14
minutes.

[12.38 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Hon. Presiding Member, today, we are discussing an
Order under the Strategic Development Projects Act.

We must also look at some of the Amendments
brought to this Act. The first question we need to ask is,
what are the objectives of this Act? The objectives are
specified in Section 6 of the Act, which states, I quote:

"(a) the strategic importance attached to the proposed provision of
goods and services, which will be of benefit to the public;

(b)  the substantial inflow of foreign exchange to the country;

(c) the substantial employment which will be generated and the
enhancement of the income earning opportunities; and

(d) the envisaged transformation in terms of technology."

I think the Strategic Development Projects Act is
primarily flawed. If we get foreign investment into this
country, it is mainly for three reasons. The first reason is,
we need foreign exchange so that our foreign reserves
will go up. Secondly, we basically need jobs created in
this country. Apart from the domestic industry, foreign
investment also can create jobs because foreign
investment is also for exports. Thirdly, we need to make
sure that we get government revenue out of new
enterprises that are being created in the country.

Government revenue is absolutely important because
it is through Government revenue that we are actually
able to create food security and provide health and
educational services to the public. Unfortunately, when,
going back 40 years, we look at the history of providing
tax incentives to foreign investment, it looks like that it
has not really worked, that it has really failed in terms of
Government revenue. Yes, some foreign exchange has
come in, some foreign exchange has been held overseas,
jobs have been created and granted, but I must say that we
have not been able to get government revenue, which is
absolutely important.

The philosophy of the SJB - the Samagi Jana
Balawegaya - is not just an open economy, not just a
liberal economy, but we stand for a social market
economy. This country has had some changes over the
past few months. This country is on the verge of having
street riots and other issues, if the Government is unable
to address the problems of the poor. The rich are rich and
those who can, can manage their homes and families, but
there are millions of people out there who are struggling
to make a daily living. Unemployment has gone up with
the numbers rising to hundreds of thousands; hundreds of
thousands of people have lost their daily income. There is
job insecurity and still, the Government Ministers get up
and deny that there is a problem of food insecurity and
malnourishment in this country when every international
study shows that that is the case.

Therefore, we have to question the Strategic
Development Projects Act and the projects that were
approved under it. What are the projects that have been
approved under it? The development of the West
Container Terminal, the Waterfront Properties (Pvt.)
Limited which, they said, will have a textile
manufacturing zone and a pharmaceutical manufacturing
zone, the Colombo International Financial Centre Mixed
Development Project, Ceylon Tyre Manufacturing,
Shangri-La Hotels, Sinolanka Hotels And Spa, the
Colombo International Financial Centre, the Colombo
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International Container Terminals, the 475-room city
hotel with 90 service apartments. Sir, most of the projects
approved under the SDPA are mixed developments and
apartments. I am asking, for whom are these projects? At
least the poor and the citizens of the country must have
some benefit from this.

Some of the other redevelopment and mixed
development projects approved under that are, the
Colombo Port City, the CHEC Port City Colombo
(Private) Limited, the Mixed Utility Complex including a
luxury hotel at Fort, the Transworks Square (Private)
Limited and the Colombo South Container Terminal. And
from project to project, the exemptions - exemptions
under the Inland Revenue Act, exemptions under the
Value Added Tax Act, exemptions under the Finance Act,
exemptions under the Excise (Special Provisions) Act,
exemptions under the Economic Service Charge Act,
exemptions under the Debits Tax Act and exemptions
under the Customs Ordinance - differ.

So, the point I am making is this: we need to simplify
the tax system in this country and create a better
environment for development. That is why we brought in
an Inland Revenue Act. Today, I requested the Hon.
Speaker to provide the findings of the Presidential
Commission of Inquiry on the Sri Lanka Customs. The
reason is, if that Report would be provided, this
Government could simplify the tax system by just
bringing in a new Act to replace the Customs Ordinance,
which is over 100 years old. Then, the next area to look at
is the Excise Department. So, simplify the tax structure.
Creating Acts and giving benefits to a few selected people
would not work in that particular way.

GRo0G® G OB ROB, ©He®Tsiw D8N Dowa
8D B0 Mo BrOW ©yw O e0@EIB Bowz’
8EAcd @¢ @8 m womd. gI¥mO o® pe®isiw
200080 Doz ;BB Cedm e e@ime? dn®
COm D W e O & Jed ym Woe BE
©w@yben & Bedsim vy sef0, dodnr BBOw gvegd
@B A5, ODEED Sed® odsvw PVED WHHdr. E¢dTD,
Beoda gewldm ®»iw Jed dfw @B dximy ®oxn.
BBOND, Vg CHOBTD ¢DasB. 0® WOy DO 2deBE.
28 afog 40 gBwoswe v A Eedis, dedn odvewsy
0O I Bedmrdr;, dBws ©® ySrmen cTBeme
O Bedmd. »HYH, g CIIC DY Comd 88D
B0 020008, eCIM® ©¢t D @O OB BB BED,
& 208D cvemmD. G I W Vg CIeOsT »OY
0000 OWBHDO B WOH Yoost. Ag 1 Ped®s »O
@weas 8 FANNBME CH @B  POOBI. g NS HOB
g0 mOIey  PyoOOsY. @8 ¢Imds, ¢ @® Ced @B B
80D D& 008s sDAD D. 9kl & Cernn OBEO
DO WEOE PO® Om8; ¢ gn D WOTD AN
2meme OB, gdemed @eTOmMded ©dm®
o8 mO WO A, gB»IEE QeI OWmDeS
eEIR 0D BedHD. el 4Bm BEDO G DO,
international school &0 wmD O, & DHed® cdm=
@89l OE® BEWO WD O & gw DN I news. HY:S
a¢ 9o (GO vlery HpedBw BsEORD. gun B wE

©BBCHEMO  EBEDD, Fhhed QenFOBmWDed eI
edmws Beaz 2O. Online education o= BwmDo.
Online education Bwz @200 B@Dies WOsTH Sesa. O
Q@IBODMDed oim edmew Beadxlr. Connectivity
Om Do ©8. Connectivity ©m0 @00 @ennf®@m®da
o ARHIDY By @@y Ded gidxismenic & ¢SOBIO
creasiery Buem Om o 28 mFurn »OsTH A, g
B 0cmemd 0® gogen 9Ed Dr3es’ o m®, e® ded
@B 5B 80m0w OE eOD. GNNBH® 8 Goow® On &
B80mC@ D& @D Do,

28 cimdn, @® Jded gdungwd BYen 0. & Bewo®
edmwE ®B O Beamds. »HS, qud g»Oen
esem», edhewd gwed dBwr ¢88 0O Bedm 0.
dBwo O @wed @HL® s¥ed BB Beodmds. Eute
PGB g0 00 HFFOG ICW Bedmryds. £8C dBwe
Bedny cwed RO 0dewdsy Qwegd B8
Bedmn. d8eme s 0dE CA 0IHOT 80 @@ ce@d
Bene BBuw 9uimyds. ) Bwimy Bgens, & 5 Bwoes?
0yddsY wdn O, @0, IFTHS @8e BedmDg, BNEE BwL®
yame Bedmydr. O avens B3wr OBOC; Bwmd,
OB yB»@E B BB, YT O KomusImde 85I
n8m WO »YYS WO Beamd. o® B8Eacd
SassImde researches o mOE Bedmdr. & Snos
@50008, ¢85 emegied sw vnEs 83 OFOS. a8s
Ded 8ed wnth. ¢85 J 3 Bwimy e Bednds. ©©
B WOBTesy dur eved A Bwm o exnedd. O
DO wOTesy PAn® sIBmwed A B8wimdy o, Jend
N @l 0t Bedmdr. @BsY, a8 0® nF¥Fd e edmd
DO Q. & Ben a8 ewldmn 9B8sx mOmn. gsd
BOD0, ewdssn @¢sin Bwo.

28 2017-2018  a0c0w® g sy @0m0d. HOBHSO
Bedn ICHE el RO »08 Lowmsd meg. eE
#OBOGE Gyew I ®HD 0 DR O »ET
BReed. @8 & nOs B meo. I® B BB Hen 2017-
2018 o qcidem yBOCEHE BBwD Sed g Gocrw® Bwwd
38D g Bw. & Bno 0r0edd, Jg EODB BoD0ED
net amount 9z HOCH8 ©ewesy 8O BVECIBEHS O
¢ OB OO PYOOsT Pew. & Ded® Ced HO8m
9B8wn, § Busiery 8wue®0 Dt O& @1¢w® CRHsIH
yOOT Yemo. g¢ @@ OO w®Ied WIY MDOEE ¢ T,
"ge e @er® D198 ww 8@® D198 evdinsImnOst
02" Bumdr. 3B 2d0decsi® 8OmD @O
3D OWMO  endww Gisee BN B® & Ol
B8odg BwidOm meg vy 50 B Im »O8
BEHPNB w0eme. 0B wdems 00mE. ¥® g¢
28B00nede 0 »Nemn®ens eFEON Wmeo.
o®mwlc ©O® my 9CEO? ©® BOD, "“rNIeB emBusy
00 BYen. & 0m8u® e8nd BEICD Dbmdm 2o
Beamdr. & Dibmnd 8Eed@xIndd 928ux @mowin"
BeCo. 8¢ a@s 8wl yodny, § G 08@d w®sTVewsy
aes BBew odsim. o@ime, 0® BBwe ggdg 1000 déb
81d &8, e BBwer comnFe 98 mOyn swy mOsIH.

80 wddeed Excise Department o2 s G 0535
yo0s3. Para-tariffs 7,00050 980 Bedmnds. ®vc 08®8d
8Oy §eC ¢@Bn® O »OBET Shewsy 1,500 Snd
2enI8 ®eH.



883 2022 aFendad 04 884

Para-tariffs @ewd& mosin. gewdd mc ¢ ©Ow wdE
DO, O He8Iww D8Rz Dxised smymw -SDPA-
R, BN OO BB gewIB WOBIBH). Bev® I Beds
80 my¢ Boeww mOsTesy, e@imEe ©e®Itw BwE? &80
pows I e odamemwesiod gmd O sEen
e oo O W, PGWHD 0@ Yo »OW
D, B OB o8 g BosIm vy Ood ewlsrnd, e®
s5n 80yudamess’ gevdd mosTm; HO B vty Bws
OB, WY, Yoo O oW, & @wd I wew ewddsn
@05 O8I HOOTT.

a0 BOI o2 Beams esd. BOI o Bedm emwd »d
5O gownm WeIm Ay mwi. BOI 9 ags moxsiz. BOI
BB WeRIVMB WOTD; O g BBw woerldme
BOSID. acs »O 88 westm, BOI o oBes mostm.
One-stop shop 1 Bwmoo. B8Ry aewdsmw mosisy e®
GO0 O5¥ery B¢ wHs B 00edd. eclenm Ded® Beadm
600 200z 8o AREE RGBT @® OO drier’. #@B0c &
O DD . ©® 000 Dundiems OB GewdBmwsy
ACTIes]. B0 o0 Bedmdg, snde, ©® ded
8085 aedfd BdDiw WosIm HyOOsYe, 8¢, BOuexs
oedy & B8u® amd BwiOm O, e BBl
peweldmesy Acsiery. € o »HO8 goewldmesy
Aees’. & Bw »O8 gu Buesiesy, 0® =085 ©HOs »d
ws¥esy By BBE.

DO YR 0G ) O5IE @

(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTEHIGL 2 DILILNeTT Sj6uTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have only two minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees
will now take the Chair.
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[At this stage, the Hon. President Ranil Wickremesinghe entered
the Chamber.]
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - President, Minister of
Defence and Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies)
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(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Let us not make this a debate.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Gamini Lokuge. You
have 15 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran
Rasamanickam. You have nine minutes.

[1.30 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, today, some Orders and Regulations under a few
Acts are being debated.

First, I would like to say a few words about the Order
under the Strategic Development Projects Act, under
which a company named HCL Technologies Lanka (Pvt.)
Limited is to be given a tax exemption for 12 years. That
company will provide employment opportunities for
5,325 locals by 2032 and after the 12 years, they will be
charged Corporate Tax. I do not want to go too much
into the Order itself, but I would like to make a request
from the relevant Ministry, the BOI or whichever
institution that approves this company to urge it to set up
their firms outside Colombo as well and create
employment opportunities. As you know, the IT industry
is booming, but the starting salary offered to the IT staff
would not be enough for someone from Jaffna,
Batticaloa, Hambantota or even from Monaragala to exist
in Colombo. The starting salary they get paid will not
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cover even their basic expenditure on housing, food and
transport in Colombo. So, I would like to urge the
relevant Ministry and also the HCL Technologies Lanka
(Pvt.) Limited to consider setting up their operations
outside Colombo. Thereby, we could develop the IT
industry in all parts of the country. It is important because
in the North and the East - I have been saying this
continuously - there are many IT graduates who have the
the theoretical knowledge obtained through university
education, but however, unfortunately, they do not have
practical experience to find themselves a job in Colombo.
Even if they do find themselves a job in Colombo, it
would be a basic job. Sir, I do not want to say anything
further about that.

Then, there are also the Regulations under the Imports
and Exports (Control) Act, under which certain items like
electric motorcycles are given tax exemptions and also
certain items like cane, beet sugar and chemically pure
sucrose in solid form are removed. However, this sort of
exemptions and import Regulations will not help this
country to come out of the crisis it is in.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

I am winding up, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Anupa Pasqual. You have 12 minutes.

[4.9. 1.40]
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(The Hon. Anupa Pasqual - State Minister of Social
Empowerment)
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, my name was mentioned.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, Hon. Rasamanickam?
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, my name was mentioned. I am not trying to cross
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. State Minister, please continue with your speech.
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Hon. Minister, please wind up now.
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The next speaker is the Hon. M.S. Thowfeek. You
have seven minutes.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Sarathi Dushmantha.
You have seven minutes.
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(oreryflg Guwssallsr Lrds sallareri ojauider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Naseer Ahamed. You
have 14 minutes.

[2.09 p.m.]

©S »HBE gL Swmo (880 ¢PImBRS)

(revrfl@ BerSi HQDWL - HFHDTL 6D HEOLOFFT)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed - Minister of Environment)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I am glad to
participate in this Debate on tax concessions offered for
strategic development projects.

It is said that a good strategy is success half-done. It is
also said that strategic positioning is the name of the
game. Looking around the world, we can see how
countries, which were far behind Sri Lanka, have
surpassed us purely based on their strategic vision.

®S Bewdss 002 eswrnBn®r

(oressryfl @ G wohsellsr Lrdls sallareri oeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon.Samanpriya Herath to the Chair?

©G; BOE 88w ¢ 8FDr Ovmo (Db, 5%8m W

@OzY @D @12 ®)

(oressryflg plwsd APlurey & HAveur -  FIEWDUPSHISET,

SUUDHMISHD HMID awrer CFamaiser SjenLgFi)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Ports,

Shipping and Aviation)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Samanpriya Herath do
now take the Chair.

e 8z 8, et es®@» Ses.
aflsorr BIGBLILIL B eTHmYS Gl T 1.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

left the Chair, and THE HON. SAMANPRIYA HERATH fook the
Chair.

@S »HBE 0O Swmo

(revryfl@ Berfi HapLoL)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

Sir, it is very unfortunate that Sri Lanka, as a country,
did not have a long-range, sustained strategy in the past
and as a result, we are in this unfortunate predicament
today.

Strategy emanates from the vision and the vision
comes from the leadership. Today, we are lucky to have a
leader with a strategic vision. Barely within three months
of the Hon. President Ranil Wickremesinghe taking over
the leadership of the country, we now see the results on
the ground. President Ranil Wickremesinghe and his
Government have taken the bull by the horns and have
brought immediate stability to the country, which is
visibly felt by the masses.

The fuel crisis has been effectively resolved to a
greater extent and there had been even a price reduction
of petrol at the latest revision. The gas crisis has also
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been resolved with a similar price reduction. The fertilizer
issue is also being resolved with assurance given to
farmers of fertilizer stocks for the upcoming season.
Supply and distribution of medical supplies is also being
effectively addressed and the situation will be brought
under control sooner than later. The President and the
Government have brought immediate political stability to
the country and are now winning the trust and confidence
of the international community too. Effective measures
are being taken to address the debt crisis with the help of
the IMF and the Government of Japan. And the list goes
on.

Of course, we need to do some more work in
curtailing the cost of living. We are an import-dependent
country and are sensitive to the fluctuations of world
prices, currency rates, global shortages, natural and man-
made disasters et cetera. The Government is working hard
in promoting local production of food and essential items
as a medium to long-term strategy to combat the cost of
living issue while immediate and short-term measures are
also being worked out. The crisis we face today is the
culmination of cumulative effects of short-sighted,
populist decisions taken by successive governments. The
present Government is not the cause of the crisis, but is
rather at the receiving end.

What the country needs right now is consensual
leadership and not majoritarian politics. The Hon.
President made repeated calls to all leaders of political
parties to come together in resolving the crisis
collectively. But, only a few responded to it and the
others opted to engage in their age-old conventional party
politics.

The country needs action-oriented patriotism and at
times like this, we need politicians to work collectively
beyond the ethnic, religious, communal and ideological
divides, the public servants to be more committed, honest
and free of waste and corruption, the private sector to be
more national-minded with greater local value addition,
the general public to be vigilant, understanding and not to
be misguided and misinformed, the overseas Sri Lankans
to spread good sentiments around and remit their earnings
through official channels and the media to be more
ethical, positive and constructive in their reporting et
cetera. Going on the same basis, we need the Opposition
in Parliament also to act responsibly with the country first
in mind; be fair and constructive in your criticism and do
not be exaggerative.

Sir, while we debate on the tax concessions given
under the Strategic Development Projects Act and
policies, we need to accept the fact that Sri Lanka needs
some overhauling in our strategic approaches to many
issues we face today. With unparalleled locational
advantage, Sri Lanka’s potential as an investment
destination has been well recognized. That is also
evidenced by the positive responses received from the
global investor community at various investor fora,
roadshows and many other promotional activities carried
out by Sri Lankan authorities to attract FDIs to the
country. However, such positive responses have not
resulted in sufficient investment inflows due to the

inherent weaknesses of our strategies. The Government
has already initiated a programme to improve the
country’s ease of doing business conditions, which will
complement enhancing Sri Lanka’s position in global
rankings. Provision of one-stop shop facilities for
investors would support the Government’s endeavours to
entice investors. The Colombo Port City Economic
Commission is expected to provide a doing business
environment that is on par with those of investment
hotspots around the world, thereby raising the prospects
to enhance the FDI inflows to new heights. I would like
to propose that we even declare the entire country as an
investment zone and create positive vibes amongst local
and international investor community. While overcoming
the complex challenges associated with the COVID-19
pandemic and the present economic crisis, efforts will be
continued to address the identified weaknesses with a
focused approach to establish the necessary stepping
stones required for sustainable relationships with strategic
investment partners.

Today, with the world's competitive investment
environment and the many crises we face internally,
offering attractive tax concessions to strategic foreign
investments has become a key factor for foreign
investors. We have to recognize the reality that Sri
Lanka today is no more a country for cheap labour. The
cost of doing business is not very competitive as it used
to be.

We have, unfortunately, lost some of our competitive
advantages to some of the neighbouring countries and the
present economic crisis is also contributing to that. In
such a background, attracting strategic investors has
become very challenging and the tax concessions offered
have become a crucial factor in the final decision making.
On the other hand, we also need to come out of this
island mentality. We are not exceptional and superior to
the rest of the world.

We need to open up. We live in a global village. Look
at the neighbouring countries such as Bangladesh,
Vietnam, Malaysia et cetera. See how Bangladesh's
economy is growing. In 2020, Bangladesh exported
products amounting to a total of US Dollars 41.2 billion,
making it the 52nd largest exporter in the world. Without
a single deep-water port, look at the volume they are
exporting. It is actually embarrassing and saddening to
see how they are doing as opposed to us.

Then, look at Vietnam. In 1995, both Sri Lanka and
Vietnam exported US Dollars 3.5 billion worth of goods.
Now, Sri Lanka is trying to reach an export target of US
Dollars 12 to 13 billion this year. Last year, Vietnam
exported US Dollars 336 billion worth of goods. Why?
Because they opened up the country to the world, entered
into so many trade agreements, unilaterally changed their
restrictive trade and investment policies, brought down
their border tariffs and became a part of the global
manufacturing networks. They are looking outwards.

When 1 visited the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the
UAE just a month ago as the special envoy of the Hon.
President, one of the key concerns they raised was the
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finalization of the IPA - the Investment Protection
Agreement. Talking about trade agreements, I would like
to point out that India concluded a CEPA -
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement - with
the UAE in just three months, whilst our FTAs and
CEPAs with a number of countries are put on hold. Sri
Lanka’s sad reality is that.

So, in such a context, to continue to attract strategic
foreign investors, Sri Lanka is compelled to offer
attractive immediate and short-term benefits to the
investors. That is where tax concessions come in. In the
medium to long-term strategies, we need to strike a
balance between tax concessions and the macroeconomic
attractiveness of Sri Lanka. However, at a time when we
are in a deep financial crisis and trying to stabilize the
economy, strategic investments play a key role and the
tax concessions offered to such projects would be an
important incentive. However, I deny the notion of the
Opposition that these tax concessions are selective, ad hoc
and are offered with favoritism et cetera. These
concessions are a part of the Government’s tax regime
and are regulated by the Strategic Development Projects
Act and other related Acts and Ordinances.

Hon. Presiding Member, in conclusion, I call upon the
Opposition to look at these issues with a broader mind
and an outward-looking attitude, without trying to
criticize just for the sake of opposing any progressive
move made by the Government. The Hon. President and
the Government want and expect the Opposition to
support the country to come out of this crisis for the sake
of our future generation. We need to be futuristic, more
business-minded and truly become a part of the
globalized community, if we are to achieve economic
prosperity and social well-being for all our citizens.

Thank you.

OO YR 05e) O5IE @0

(orer Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DILILNeTT SjouTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena)
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Hon. Presiding Member, today, Sri Lanka, as a nation
State where different communities are living, is faced
with the most challenging task of rebuilding its economy,
which has fallen almost to the level of that of a failed
State. But, what did I hear in this House from morning?
All what I heard was blaming each other; the Opposition
passing the blame on to the ruling party and the ruling
party passing the blame on to the Opposition.

Hon. President, you will agree that the depth of a
civilization is measured not on the fact that it does not

face any challenges, but on the way how that nation
comes out of its own challenges collectively.
Unfortunately, the State of Sri Lanka does not display
that collective national unity in addressing the most
daunting challenge facing us.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.08 p.m. until 9.30 a.m.on
Wednesday,05th October, 2022.
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