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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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PETROLEUM PRODUCTS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS)

(AMENDMENT) BILL: DETERMINATION OF THE SUPREME
COURT

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I wish to announce to Parliament that I have received
the Determination of the Supreme Court in respect of the
Bill entitled “Petroleum Products (Special Provisions)
(Amendment)”, which was challenged in the Supreme
Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution.

On an overall consideration of the provisions of the
Bill, the Supreme Court has made the following
Determination:

A.  Clause 3(2) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article
12(1) of the Constitution and may only be passed
by the special majority required under the
provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 84. The
inconsistency will cease if the composition of the
Committee is changed to include the following:

L. Secretary to the Ministry in charge of the
subject of economic policy development.

2. Secretary to the Ministry in charge of the
subject of investment promotion.

324

B.  Clause 7 of the Bill is inconsistent with Articles 3
and 4(c) of the Constitution and may be passed
only by the special majority required under the
provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 84 and
approved by the people at a Referendum by virtue
of the provisions of Article 83.

C.  The Bill, as a whole, is inconsistent with Article
12(1) of the Constitution. This inconsistency will
cease if the following Clause is added to the Bill:

“The Committee appointed by the Cabinet of
Ministers shall be deemed to be a Scheduled
Institution within the meaning of the Bribery Act, and
the provisions of that Act shall be construed
accordingly.”

I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court

be printed in the Official Report of today’s Proceedings
of the House.

egfdrdmosmed Foesaes :
2w BHI0STS B LIL).
Determination of the Supreme Court:

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIL-OF SRI LANKA

“PETROLEUM PRODUCTS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) (AMENDMENT) BILL*

S.C.S.D. No. 50/2022 Petitioner  A.E. Dissanayake,

No. 17/4, Thalangama North, Battaramulla.

Counsel Nuwan Peiris

S.C.S.D. No. 51/2022 Petitioners 1. Srilanka Nidahas Sevaka Sangamaya

No. 341/21, 4™ Floor, Sarana Mawatha,
Colombo.

2. Samaraweera Mudalige Don Jagath
Wijayagunaratna
No. 2/4, Vipulasena Elders’ Home,
Deans Road, Colombo 10.

3. Aruna Nishantha Ranaweera
No. 127/3, Delgahawatta Road,
Hokandara South.

4. Omaththe Mudiyanselage Sampath
Jayasekara,
No. 106/5B, Bomaluwa Road,
Watapuluwa, Kandy.

Counsel Saliya Pieris, PC with Suren Gnanaraj, Rashmi
Dias, Sarinda Jayawardena and Sakuni
Weeraratna
S.C.S.D. No. 52/2022 Petitioners 1. Ceylon Petroleum Corporation Executive

Officers’ Union,

Ceylon Petroleum Corporation,

No. 609, Danister De Silva Mawatha,
Colombo 09.

2. R.A.B. Thilanga,
No. 1/1, Sooriya Pedesa, Pahala
Karagahamuna,
Kadawatha.
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3. Vikum Singappulige,
No.121, 1% Lane, Sinhapura,
Thalangama South.

4. S.R.M.P. Jayawardena,
No. 6, Temple Lane, Ambagaha Junction,
Rajagiriya.

Counsel Manohara De Silva, PC with Nadeeshani
Lankatilleka

Vs.
Hon. Attorney General
Attorney General’s Dept.

Colombo 12.
Respondent

Counsel for the State: Dr. Avanti Perera, DSG, with Indumini
Randeny, SC.

Before: Murdu N.B. Fernando, PC, J.

Janak De Silva, J.
Arjuna Obeyesekere, J.

The Court assembled for hearings at 10.00 a.m. on 8" and 9™ September, 2022.

A Bill titled “Petroleum Products (Special Provisions) (Amendment) Bill” (Bill) was
published as a Supplement to Part Il of the Gazette of 12t August 2022 and placed on
the Order Paper of Parliament on 31 August 2022 in accordance with Article 78(1) of

the Constitution.

The jurisdiction of Court to determine the constitutionality of the Bill has been invoked
by the Petitioners in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution. Court heard all the
Petitioners and the Hon. Attorney-General.

Jurisdiction of Court

This Court is exercising the jurisdiction vested on it in terms of Article 120 of the
Constitution which requires it to determine whether the Bill in its entirety or any of its
provisions is inconsistent with the Constitution. When a primary determination is
made as provided in Article 123(1) as to any inconsistency with the Constitution, the
consequential determinations the Court is required to make are specified in Article
123(2) which reads:

“(2) Where the Supreme Court determines that the Bill or any provision thereof
is inconsistent with the Constitution, it shall also state —

(a) whether such Bill is required to comply with the provisions of paragraphs (1)
and (2) of Article 82; or

(b) whether such Bill or any provision thereof may only be passed by the special
majority required under the provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 84; or

(c) whether such Bill or any provision thereof requires to be passed by the
special majority required under the provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 84
and approved by the People at a Referendum by virtue of the provisions of
Article 83,

and may specify the nature of the amendments which would make the Bill or
such provision cease to be inconsistent.”

Existing Regulatory Framework

The Bill primarily seeks to replace the Energy Supply Committee, constituted in terms
of the Energy Supply (Temporary Provisions) Act No. 2 of 2002 (Energy Supply Act),
referred to in the Petroleum Products (Special Provisions) Act No. 33 of 2002
(Petroleum Products Act) by the Committee appointed by the Cabinet of Ministers
(Committee) and to vest the Committee with certain functions. The Energy Supply
Committee referred to in the Petroleum Products Act was vested with certain powers
and functions in relation to the energy sector by the Energy Supply Act.

Hence, in examining the constitutionality of the provisions of the Bill, it is apposite to
examine the existing legal framework on the regulation of the petroleum sector in Sri
Lanka. This examination must begin with the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation Act, No.28
of 1961 as amended (CPC Act), which nationalised the petroleum industry and
established the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation (CPC). Sections 5B (1) and (2) of the CPC
Act gave a monopoly to the CPC to import, export, sell, supply or distribute petrol,
kerosene, diesel oil and furnace oil. Section 5C of the CPC Act provided for the Minister
to expand this monopoly by specifying that the right to import, export, sell, supply or
distribute petroleum of any other class or description shall vest exclusively in the CPC.

Nevertheless, section 5B (3) of the CPC Act, permitted the sale, supply or distribution
of petrol, kerosene, diesel oil or furnace oil by any person provided it is done under
the written authority of the Minister or any authorized officer under subsection (4), or
of the Board of Directors under section 5E, and in accordance with the terms and
conditions subject to which such authority is granted. A further exception to the
monopoly of the CPC is found in section 5B (4) of the CPC Act, whereby the Minister is
empowered to grant written authority to any person to import, export, sell, supply or
distribute petrol, kerosene, diesel oil and furnace oil for the sole purpose only of
enabling such person to provide petroleum of that class or description as fuel for

marine ships or aircraft.

As the learned DSG correctly submitted, the provisions in sections 5B (3), 5B (4) and
SE of the CPC Act are a form of licensing and performs a regulatory function.
Nevertheless, after such written authority is granted, no further regulatory measures
are contemplated by the CPC Act. Although the written authority given by the Board
of Directors under section 5E of the CPC Act is subject to terms and conditions, no
guidelines or criterion are laid down in the Act with regard to those terms and

conditions.

The Petroleum Products (Regulation and Control of Supplies) Act No. 34 of 1979 was
enacted with a view to provide for the regulation and control of the distribution and
use of petroleum products with a view to ensuring the fair distribution of such

products and to the conservation of supplies thereof.

In 2002, the Energy Supply Act, the Petroleum Products Act and the Public Utilities
Commission of Sri Lanka Act No. 35 of 2002 (PUCSL Act) was enacted with a view to
provide a more effective regulatory system for the energy sector.

According to the relevant Cabinet Memorandum, that preceded the enactment of the
Energy Supply Act, it appears to have been enacted “in view of the crisis faced by the
energy supply situation in the country” and because “the Government has considered
it necessary to create an Energy Supply Committee to deal with all matters in relation
to the supply of power and energy” and was made applicable to the entire energy

industry.

In particular, section 5(g)(ii) of the Energy Supply Act empowered the Energy Supply
Committee to regulate the activities of persons engaged in the importation,
exportation, storage, distribution and supply of petroleum and petroleum products.
Mr. Manohara De Silva PC submitted that in terms of section 5(2) of the Petroleum
Products Act, the Energy Supply Committee was entrusted with the power to advise
the Minister with regard to “conditions” in granting a license thus ensuring the
regulation and control of these licensees. Nevertheless, the Energy Supply Committee
did not have any regulatory powers in the absence of any Regulations prescribed by
the Minister. In Energy Supply (Special Provisions) Bill [Decisions of the Supreme
Court on Parliamentary Bills (1991-2003) Vol. VII, 259 at page 262] this Court held that
the power to “regulate” in this section will not be a violation of Article 12(1) of the
Constitution since it would be done through Regulations to be made by the Minister,

which would be of general application.

Moreover, the Energy Supply Committee did not have power in terms of section 5(c)
of the Energy Supply Act to perform any functions in respect of licensing, regulatory
and inspection measures in the petroleum industry since the Act did not provide for
such functions. Thus, the submission by Mr. Saliya Peiris PC that the powers, duties
and functions of the Energy Supply Committee over petroleum industry was later
exercised by the Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka (PUCSL) established pursuant
to the PUCSL Act cannot be sustained. As the learned DSG eloquently submitted Nemo
dat quod non habet (no one gives what he doesn't have). In this case, no one can take,

what you don’t have.
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Furthermore, as the learned DSG submitted, although there was provision for an
Energy Regulator to be appointed under section 8(1) of the Energy Supply Act, tasked
with being the Chief Executive Officer of the Energy Supply Committee, his powers did
not go beyond those vested in the Energy Supply Committee itself. This becomes clear
upon a consideration of section 8(3) of the Energy Supply Act which provided for the
Energy Supply Committee to delegate to the Energy Regulator such powers as it
considers necessary. As the Energy Supply Committee was vested with general powers
and functions of a regulatory nature under sections 5(f) and 5(g)(ii) of the Energy
Supply Act, they had no practical effect without enabling provision. Similarly, sections
25 and 26 of the Energy Supply Act did not give rise to any form of additional
regulation, but merely caused a transfer of powers from one agency to another. As
such the powers and functions of the Energy Regulator was limited to the powers of

the Energy Supply Committee as a delegate of such committee.

The Energy Supply Act was in operation only for a period of two years from 22" March
2002 to 22" March 2004.

A more empowered regulatory regime over the petroleum industry was created by

the Petroleum Products Act.

Section 5(1) of the Petroleum Products Act provided for the grant of licences by the
Minister for the import, export, sale, supply and distribution of petroleum. In deciding
to grant licences, the Minister must take into consideration the requirements of the
petroleum sector and the interests of the national economy. The grant of such licences
was to be made on the recommendation of the Energy Supply Committee. In terms of
section 5(2) of the Petroleum Products Act, the licences to be issued shall be subject
to such conditions as may be prescribed by the Minister on the advice of the Energy
Supply Committee for the purpose of ensuring that the import, export, sale, supply or
distribution of petroleum would be properly regulated. Although section 5(3) of the
Petroleum Products Act limited the total number of licences to three in the first
instance, the Energy Supply Committee was empowered to recommend to the
Minister the increase of licences having regard to the interest of the national economy,

needs of the consumers and the interest of the petroleum sector.

Although section 2 of the Petroleum Products Act stated that it will not operate in
derogation of the powers vested in the CPC, section 4 specified that certain provisions
of the CPC Act, including section 5B(1) (CPC’s exclusive right to import, export, sell,
supply distribute petroleum) and section 5E (the unfettered power of the Board of the
CPC to grant written authority to any other party to sell, supply or distribute
petroleum) did not apply in respect of the powers of the Energy Supply Committee.

Hence the Petroleum Products Act sought to regulate the downstream petroleum
sector by removing the monopoly of the CPC and providing for the issue of licences

subject to prescribed conditions.

The PUCSL Act provides a framework for the regulation of public utilities industries.
According to section 2 of the PUCSL Act, it applies to the public utilities industries set
out in the Schedule to the Act, the regulation of which is vested in or assigned to the
PUCSL. Originally only the Electricity industry and Water service industry was listed.
Thereafter, by way of a Resolution of Parliament, made in terms of Section 1(3) of the
PUCSL Act, dated 05" April 2006, the Petroleum industry was added. During the
hearing, it was unclear whether there was agreement amongst parties on whether the
PUCSL did exercise any regulatory power in terms of the PUCSL Act over the petroleum
industry. However, in the end Mr. Gnanaraj, making the reply submissions on behalf
of the Petitioners in S.C.S.D. 51/2022 assisted Court to clear any doubts on whether

the PUCSL did have any regulatory power over the petroleum industry as at now.

Upon an examination of the provisions of the PUCSL Act, Court is of the view that the
PUCSL does not have any power of regulation over the petroleum industry merely
upon it being included in the Schedule to the PUCSL Act. There must be the further
condition of the PUCSL being vested with powers, functions and duties under the
PUCSL Act or any industry Act as defined in the PUCSL Act. As there are no such
provisions, the PUCSL has no licensing or regulatory powers over the petroleum
industry, despite its inclusion in the Schedule to the PUCSL Act as resolved by
Parliament in 2006.

2022 58 ®98 22
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Scope of Examination

Prior to examining the constitutionality of the Bill, it is important examine the
approach Court should take in view of certain positions submitted by the counsel for

the Petitioners.

Mr. Saliya Pieris PC submitted that the Bill must not be considered in isolation and that

it must be considered in the context of the existing law.

He relied upon the determination of this Court in Recovery of Loans by Banks (Special
Provisions) (Amendment) Bill [Decisions of the Supreme Court on Parliamentary Bills
(1991-2003) Vol. VII, 425 at page 432] where it was held:

“This Court does not have the jurisdiction to examine the constitutionality of the
Act already in force. However, an amendment cannot be viewed in isolation. It

certainly cannot derive a stamp of constitutionality from the Act that is in force.”

However, this Court, after considering the extract of the determination relied upon by

Mr. Pieris PC, in Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) (Amendment) Bill
[S.C.5.D. 13-18/2022] held (at page 14) that:

“We observe that this Court had made the above statement in that
determination because of the fact that the provisions of that Bill (Recovery of
Loans by Banks (Special provisions) (Amendment) Bill) were not merely
incidental in nature but had covered new ground seeking to strengthen the
provisions of the Act then in force to the detriment of Certain classes of persons.
That was the basis upon which this Court held in the said determination that the
provisions of that bill had denied the equal protection before the law
guaranteed as a Fundamental Right under Article 12(1) of the Constitution. It
was in that process that this Court stated that an amendment should not be

viewed in isolation.”

No doubt Court must consider the provisions of the Petroleum Products Act in order
to consider the constitutionality of any amendment sought to be made to it.
Nevertheless, such an examination cannot directly or indirectly inquire into,
pronounce upon or in any manner call in question, the validity of any provisions of the
Petroleum Products Act on any ground whatsoever as it would violate Article 80(3).
There is a general rule in the construction of Statutes that what a Court or person is
prohibited from doing directly, it may not do indirectly or in a circuitous
manner. [Bandaranaike v. Weeraratne and Others (1981) 1 Sri.L.R. 10 at page 16].

Both Mr. De Silva PC and Mr. Pieris PC submitted that in examining the
constitutionality of the Bill, the test should be whether it can be implemented
arbitrarily. In support of this proposition reliance was placed upon the following
extract in the determination of this Court in the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Authority Bill
[Decisions of the Supreme Court on Parliamentary Bills (1991-2003) Vol. VII, 79 at page
101):

“These things may not happen, but they might happen because they are
permitted. The evils to be prevented are those that might happen.”

Nevertheless, this approach is contrary to the approach taken by this Court prior to
and after the determination in Sri Lanka Broadcasting Authority Bill [Supra.]

In Third Amendment to the Constitution Bill [Decisions of the Supreme Court on
Parliamentary Bills (1978-1983) Vol. |, 139 at page 147]:

“A clear distinction must be borne in mind between the law and the
administration of the law. A law cannot be struck down as discriminatory
because of the fear that it may be administered in a discriminatory manner.
Mere possibility of abuse of power is not sufficient ground to hold that a law

offends the fundamental right of equality.”

This was quoted with approval by this Court in Colombo Port City Economic
Commission Bill [S.C.S.D. 4-5, 7-23/2021, page 26].
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In examining the constitutionality of a bill, this Court must make an objective
assessment of the provisions of the bill to ascertain whether it is inconsistent with the
provisions of the Constitution. Thus, in Welfare Benefits Bill [Decisions of the Supreme
Court on Parliamentary Bills (1991-2003) Vol. VII, 279 at page 282] it was held:
“It is not within the jurisdiction of the Court to speculate as to what would
happen in the implementation of the scheme. The provisions of the Bill should
be examined objectively to ascertain whether there are sufficient safequards to
prevent discrimination on any of the grounds referred to in Article 12 (2) of the
Constitution and to prevent arbitrariness in the decision making process. The

Provisions referred to above are in our view adequate safeguards in this regard.”

This approach was reiterated in the Twentieth Amendment to the Constitution Bill
[Decisions of the Supreme Court on Parliamentary Bills (2019-2020) Vol. XV, 87 at

pages 133-134] where it was held:

“We considered all these submissions in relation to the Clause under
consideration and are of the view that a decision on the inconsistency or
consistency with a Constitutional provision cannot be based on surmise and
conjecture. When we exercise jurisdiction in relation to an amendment to the
Constitution, it does not extend to consider desirability of a provision or to delve
into policy matters. Sole consideration would be the Constitutionality of the
provision.

This Court in the Special Determination in the Bill titled “Welfare Relief Benefits”
[SC SD 7/2002, Decisions of the Supreme Court on Parliamentary Bills (1999-
2003) Vol. ViI, page 281 at 282] observed;

“it is not within the jurisdiction of the Court to speculate as to what would
happen in the implementation of the scheme. The provisions of the Bill should
be examined objectively to ascertain whether there are sufficient safeguards to
prevent discrimination....”

Itis our view that Clause 17(4) is not inconsistent with any Article referred to in
Article 83 of the Constitution. Hence Clause 1 7(4) can be passed with the special
majority in Parliament.”

Provisions of the Bill

Clause 1 of the Bill provides for the Minister to specify the date on which the other

provisions of the Bill come into operation.
Clause 2 of the Bill amends the long title of the Petroleum Products Act.
Clause 3 is consequential to the amendment made by Clause 4.

Clause 4 of the Bill makes provision for the Committee to be vested with power under

the Petroleum Products Act.

Clause 5 of the Bill substitutes the words “the Minister” for the words “Minister in

charge of the subject of Power and Energy”.

Clause 6 of the Bill amends the definition of the words “Minister” and “Energy Supply
Committee” in the Petroleum Products Act and are amendments consequential to the

amendment made by Clause 4.

Clause 7 of the Bill provides validity for the powers exercised and acts done prior to

the commencement of this amendment.

Clause 8 of the Bill is a transitional provision aimed at extending the provisions of the
Bill to licences already issued under the Petroleum Products Act.

We will now examine the constitutionality of the provisions of the Bill on the grounds

impugned by the Petitioners.
Clauses 2 and 3

Mr. Saliya Pieris PC submitted that Clauses 2 and 3 of the Bill are inconsistent with
Articles 1, 3, 4(d), 12(1), 13(4), 14(1)(g), 14(1)(h) read with Articles 27(2)(a) to 27(2)(f),
27(7), 27(8), 27(14) and Article 76 of the Constitution and cannot be passed as law
except if approved by the People at a Referendum in addition to two thirds vote of the
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whole number of the members of Parliament in favour as required by Article 84(2) of

the Constitution.

He submitted that even though at the very least the objects, powers, functions and
duties of the Energy Supply Committee had been circumscribed by the Energy Supply
Act, the proposed Committee has no objects, powers, functions and duties specified
by law save and except for the power to recommend to the Minister the grant of a
licence or additional licences to any person or body to import, export, sell, supply or
distribute petroleum or to advice the Minister on the conditions to be prescribed in a
licence to ensure that the import, export, sale, supply or distribution of petroleum
would be properly regulated. Several authorities were cited to support the proposition
that vesting of unfettered and arbitrary power is a violation of Article 12(1) of the

Constitution.

In Special Goods and Services Tax Bill [S.C.5.D. 01-09/2022] it was held (at pages 35-
36):

“Thus, it is seen that unspecific, wide and unregulated discretion is to be vested
in the Minister. The conferment of such absolute and unfettered discretionary
power distinctly lends itself to manifestly unreasonable, capricious or arbitrary
decision making. It is necessary to emphasize that when unfettered and
absolute power is vested in a human being or a group of persons, cannot be a
guarantee of objectivity, reasonableness, absence of arbitrariness, protection of
national and public interest, and the power will not be abused or used for
corrupt purposes. The only assurance of objective, purposive, reasonable and
transparent decision-making arises out of the vesting of well-structured power
which must be exercised in accordance of well-defined, specific and objective
criteria developed for the specific purpose of achieving objectives for which
power has been vested. This Court needs to highlight that absolute and
unfettered discretion being vested in an officer of the Executive is a recipe for (i)
unreasonable and arbitrary decision-making, (i) abuse of power, (iii) corruption,
and (iv) the roadway to depredation of the Rule of Law On all such accounts, it
results in an infringement of Article 12(1) of the Constitution which guarantees

equal protection of the law.”

In Colombo Port City Economic Commission Bill [Supra. at page 30] it was held:

“Upon reading of the Bill, the Court is of the view that the regulatory structure
set out in the Bill lacks clarity and provides for the exercise of arbitrary power
by the Commission and thus, inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution.”

In Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) Amendment Bill [S.C.S.D. Nos. 13-

18/2022] Court held (at pages 36- 38) that:

“When a provision of law is vague, it would only benefit the wrongdoer. Such a
provision would not uphold the Rule of Law.

This Court has stated time and again that vagueness must be avoided in the bills
in order to make such provisions consistent with Article 12(1) of the
Constitution.”

Court has no doubt that vesting of arbitrary and unfettered power on any person or
body is a violation of Article 12(1) of the Constitution. Nevertheless, Court observes
that in making recommendations for the grant of licence or increase of it, the
Committee does not have any unfettered power. It must, in terms of section 5(1) of
the Petroleum Products Act, have regard to the requirements of the petroleum sector
and the interests of the national economy. The Energy Supply Committee too was
previously subject to the same requirements. Similarly, when recommending the
increase of licences, the Committee must, in terms of section 5(3) of the Petroleum
Products Act, take into consideration the interest of the national economy, the needs
of the consumers and the interests of the petroleum sector. The Energy Supply
Committee too was previously subject to the same requirements.

Nonetheless, Mr. Saliya Pieris PC contended that these words are vague terms and

entirely subjective in nature and as such the existing law provides no guidelines or

safeguards with regard to the exercise of such power by the Minister.
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However, this submission disregards the fact that they are existing provisions of law
and that Article 80(3) of the Constitution prohibits Court from directly or indirectly
inquiring into, pronounce upon or in any manner call in question, the validity of any
provision of the Petroleum Products Act on any ground whatsoever. Nonetheless, it
was submitted that Article 80(3) of the Constitution will not circumscribe a review of
the impugned clauses in view of the determination of this Court in Special Goods and
Service Tax Bill [S.C.5.D. 01-09/2022] wherein it was held (at page 20):

“Upon a consideration of the constitutional duty conferred on this Court and the
submissions made in this regard by the learned DSG and learned counsel for the
Petitioners, it is the considered view of this Court that when a Bill is impugned
before this Court on the alleged footing that one or more clauses of such Bill are
inconsistent with the Constitution, this Court must consider the impugned
clauses of the Bill and arrive at a finding regarding the constitutionality of the
impugned clauses. This Court must and easily can perform that duty without
infringing Article 80(3) of the Constitution. Once the jurisdiction of this Court has
been invoked, refraining from determining the constitutionality of a clause in a
Bill that is challenged, on the footing that there appears to be provisions in
existing laws which are similar, if not identical to the impugned clauses, would
be an abdication of the constitutional responsibility cast on the Supreme Court.
The purpose of the exercise of this constitutional duty by the Supreme Court is
to determine the constitutionality of the impugned Bill and its clauses, and to
also prescribe the manner in which such Bill should be enacted by Parliament.”

Nevertheless, there the Court was making reference to an existing provision in another
Jaw and held that Article 80(3) of the Constitution will not prevent the examination of
the constitutionality of a similar provision in a bill before Court merely due to the same
provision being part of another Act. In the matter before Court, the Petitioners are
seeking to impugn the constitutionality of certain provisions of the Petroleum
Products Act during a challenge to the constitutionality of an amendment to that Act.

Such a course of action is not permitted.

In Active Liability Management Bill [Decisions of the Supreme Court on Parliamentary
Bills (2018) Vol. XIV, 5 at page 13] it was held:

“Therefore, the money raised in the form of loans under this Bill would be
deposited in accordance with the law prevailing in this country. Thus, depositing
of money raised in the form of loans under this Bill cannot violate the
Constitution. If a person or an agency of the Government acts in accordance
with the law prevailing in this country, can such an act be construed as a
violation of the Constitution? If this question is answered in the affirmative, we
would be declaring that acting in accordance with the prevailing law of the
country is a violation of the Constitution. Further if this question is answered in
the affirmative, this Court would indirectly challenge the validity of the
prevailing law. At this stage we would like to consider Articles 16 (1) and 80 (3).
Article 16 (1) of the Constitution reads as follows: -

“All existing written law and unwritten law shall be valid and operative
notwithstanding any inconsistency with the preceding provisions of this

Chapter.”
Article 80 (3) of the Constitution reads as follows: -

“Where a Bill becomes law upon the certificate of the President or the
Speaker, as the case may be, being endorsed thereon, no court or tribunal
shall inquire into, pronounce upon or in any manner call in question, the

validity of such Act on any ground whatsoever.”

When the above Articles of the Constitution are considered, we are of the
opinion that this Court has no jurisdiction to inquire into or pronounce upon the
validity of an existing written law enacted by the Parliament. For the above
reasons, we hold that if a person or an agency of the Government acts in
accordance with the law prevailing in this country, such an act cannot be

construed as a violation of the Constitution.”
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Court further observes that in terms of section 5(2) of the Petroleum Products Act, the
grant of a licence in terms of section 5(1) shall be subject to such conditions as may be
prescribed. Court is of the view that the word “shall” in section 5(2) of the Petroleum
Products Act makes it mandatory to prescribe the conditions prior to issue of any
licences. In Energy Supply (Special Provisions) Bill [Supra.] this Court held that the
power to “regulate” in the relevant section will not be a violation of Article 12(1) of
the Constitution since it would be done through Regulations to be made by the
Minister, which would be of general application. Similarly, as the licence to be issued
shall be subject to prescribed conditions, there is no violation of Article 12(1) of the

Constitution.

This may well be the reason why the learned DSG informed Court during the hearing
that the Hon. Attorney-General has received instructions from the Secretary, Ministry
of Power and Energy that no licences will be issued prior to the conditions being
prescribed by way of Regulations. After the hearings were concluded, the Hon.
Attorney-General has by way of motion dated 13t September, 2022 submitted a letter
dated 9" September, 2022 under the hand of M.P.D.U.K. Mapa Pathirana, Secretary,
Ministry of Power and Energy and countersigned by Chaminda Hettiarachchi,
Additional Secretary (Development) undertaking that no licences will be issued prior

to the conditions being prescribed by way of Regulations.

It is also our view that the prescribed conditions should be placed before Parliament

for its approval in terms of section 7(3) of the Petroleum Products Act expeditiously.

For the foregoing reasons, we hold that Clauses 2 and 3 are not inconsistent with the
Constitution.

Clause 4

Mr. Manohara De Silva PC and Mr. Saliya Pieris PC referred to the composition of the
Committee in the Bill and made a comparison with the composition of the Energy
Supply Committee established under the Energy Supply Act. It was submitted that the
Energy Supply Committee was composed of representatives of the relevant
stakeholders so that necessary recommendations and advice could be tendered to the
Minister taking into consideration the criteria as spelt out in the Petroleum Products
Act whereas the Committee does not have representatives of the relevant
stakeholders. Accordingly, it was submitted that the change of composition of the
Committee will result in the Minister exercising his powers arbitrarily without proper

consultation with other stakeholders in violation of Article 12 (1) of the Constitution.

In support of this proposition the determinations of this Court in Sri_Lanka
Broadcasting Authority Bill [Supra. page 94],
(Registration) Bill [Decisions of the Supreme Court on Parliamentary Bills (1991-2003)
Vol. VII, 189 at page 193], Engineering Council, Sri Lanka Bill [Decisions of the Supreme
Court on Parliamentary Bills (2016-2017) Vol. XIII, 69 at page 70] were cited.

Private Medical Institutions

Court agrees that the composition of the Committee must be such that all relevant
criteria in the Petroleum Products Act will be considered in making recommendations
or giving advice to the Minister. The composition of the Committee as presently
envisaged in the Bill does not do so. Hence Clause 3(2) of the Bill is inconsistent with
Article 12(1) of the Constitution and may only be passed by the special majority
required under the provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 84.

The inconsistency will cease if the composition of the Committee is changed to include

the following:

(1) Secretary to the Ministry in charge of the subject of Economic Policy

Development.

(2) Secretary to the Ministry in charge of the subject of Investment Promotion.
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Clause 7

Mr. Manohara De Silva PC submitted that Clause 7 has the effect of retrospective
operation of the Energy Supply Committee and accordingly the amendment sought
may give legitimacy to illegal acts already committed. Therefore, it was submitted that
Clause 7 of the Bill is inconsistent with Articles 3, 4, and 12 (1) of the Constitution.

Clause 7 states that any power exercised or any act done by the Energy Supply
Committee prior to the commencement of the Bill in pursuance of any power
conferred on it by the principal enactment shall be deemed to be validly exercised. It

is a deeming provision.

In Jinawathie and Others v. Emalin Perera [(1986) 2 Sri.L.R. 121 at 130] Ranasinghe J.
(as he was then) held:

“In statutes the expression "deemed" is commonly used for the purpose of
creating a statutory function so that the meaning of a term is extended to a
subject matter which it properly does not designate. Thus, where a person is
"deemed to be something" it only means that whereas he is not in reality that
something the Act of Parliament requires him to be treated as if he were. When
a thing is deemed to be something, it does not mean that it is that which itis
deemed to be, but it is rather an admission that it is not what it is deemed to be,
and that notwithstanding it is not that particular thing it is nevertheless deemed
to be that thing.”

Bennion, Statutory Interpretation (5 Ed., page 950) states:

“The intention of a deeming provision, in laying down a hypothesis, is that the
hypothesis shall be carried as far as necessary to achieve the legislative purpose,
but no further.”

Hence a deeming provision must be constantly construed contextually and in relation

to the legislative purpose to ascertain its true effect.

In S v. Rosenthal 1980(1) SA 65(A). Trollip J. (at 75H-76A) went on to explain some of
the usual meanings and effect of deeming provisions as follows:

“That which is deemed shall be regarded or accepted (i) as being exhaustive of
the subject-matter in question and thus excluding what would or might
otherwise have been included therein but for the deeming, or (i) in
contradistinction thereto, as being merely supplementary, ie, extending and not
curtailing what the subject-matter includes, or (iii) as being conclusive or
irrebuttable, or (iv) contrarily, thereto as being merely prima facie or rebuttable.
Ishould add that, in the absence of any indication in the statute to the contrary,
a deeming that is exhaustive is also usually conclusive, and one which is merely
prima facie or rebuttable is likely to be supplementary and not exhaustive.”

Upon an examination of Clause 7, we are of the view that it is a deeming provision
falling within (iii) above, namely that it brings conclusive or irrebuttable validity to any
power exercised or any act done by the Energy Supply Committee through legislative
intervention thereby excluding the judicial power of the People. Hence Clause 7 is
inconsistent with Articles 3 and 4(c) of the Constitution and may be passed only by the
special majority required under the provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 84 and
approved by the People at a Referendum by virtue of the provisions of Article 83.

Clause 8

Mr. Saliya Pieris PC submitted that this clause is vague and ambiguous as the Bill does
not provide for any terms and conditions to be imposed on a licensee or for the making
of rules or regulations. Therefore, it was contended that clause 8 is inconsistent with
Article 12(1) read with Articles 3 and 4(d) of the Constitution and therefore cannot be
passed as law except if approved by the People at a Referendum in addition to two
thirds vote of the whole number of the members of Parliament in favour as required
by Article 84(2) of the Constitution. Although the Bill does not provide for the
imposition of any terms and conditions on a licensee, the licences referred to therein
are licences issued under the Petroleum Products Act which provided for conditions

to be prescribed.

We hold that Clause 8 is not inconsistent with the Constitution.

Mr. Nuwan Pieris appearing on behalf of the Petitioner in 5.C.S.D. 50/2022 submitted
that the Bill should have been sent to all the Provincial Councils for consultation and
concurrence in terms of Article 154(5) of the Constitution as it is a matter coming
within Item 23 of List Ill (Concurrent List) of the Ninth Schedule of the 13t Amendment
to the Constitution. The learned DSG contended that the subject matter of the Bill is a
matter falling within the Reserved List and submitted that identifying whether the
particular subject-matter of a bill is devolved to the Provincial Councils cannot be done
by merely looking at the heading in the List and that the object and purpose test must
be applied. Reliance was placed upon the determinations of this Court in Agrarian
Services Bill [Decisions of the Supreme Court on Parliamentary Bills (1991-2003) Vol.
VI, 9 at page 18], Water Services Reform Bill [Decisions of the Supreme Court on
Parliamentary Bills (1991-2003) Vol. VI, 439 at page 441], Town and Country Planning
(Amendment) Bill [Decisions of the Supreme Court on Parliamentary Bills (2010-2012)
Vol. X, 55] and Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters Bill [Decisions of the Supreme
Court on Parliamentary Bills (2013) Vol. XIV, 43 at page 45].

We see no need to determine this issue as admittedly the Provincial Councils are not

presently constituted. In Colombo Port City Economic Commission Bill [Supra. pages

23-24] it was held:

“It is the view of the Court that the requirement to refer a Bill to every Provincial
Council is a procedural step in the legislative process. However, in interpreting
this provision (in a situation where a Bill has not been referred to a Provincial
Council) it is necessary to consider the application of the maxim ‘lex non cogit
ad impossibilia’ ~ law does not compel a man to do that which he cannot

possibly perform.

Court has previously held in Ananda Dharmadasa and Others v. Ariyaratne
Hewage and Others (2008) 2 SLR 19, that the principle lex non cogit ad
impossibilia is applicable in interpreting procedural requirements in the
Constitution.

The existence of a Provincial Council constituted in accordance with the law is
a pre-requisite to decide whether there is non-compliance with this procedural

Step in a given situation. It is pertinent to note that at present, none of the

Provincial Councils have been constituted in accordance with the law.
Therefore, referring a Bill to Provincial Councils at this point of time, for the
expression of its views is an act which cannot possibly be performed. Thus,
noncompliance with this procedural step which cannot be performed, in the
present circumstances, should not adversely impact on the legislative power of
Parliament, which is a part of inalienable sovereignty of the People”.

This position was re-iterated in Twenty First Amendment to the Constitution Bill
[S.C.5.D. 31,32,34,36-37/2022, page 8]. Accordingly, this Court is of the view that the
need to refer the Bill to all Provincial Councils does not in any event arise.

This Court notes that the Energy Supply Committee was, in terms of section 15 of the
Energy Supply Act, a Scheduled Institution within the meaning of the Bribery Act, and
the provisions of that Act was to be construed accordingly. Nevertheless, the
Committee is not made a Scheduled Institution within the meaning of the Bribery Act.
Recent events have left no doubt that the petroleum industry is an essential service
for the community. It is of great importance that the regulatory framework of this
sector is brought within all laws aimed at ensuring an environment free of bribery and
corruption. Hence the failure to make the Committee appointed by the Cabinet of
Ministers a Scheduled Institution within the meaning of the Bribery Act is a violation
of the Rule of Law and results in the Bill as a whole being inconsistent with Article
12(1) of the Constitution. This inconsistency will cease if the following clause is added
to the Bill:

“The Committee appointed by the Cabinet of Ministers shall be deemed to be
a Scheduled Institution within the meaning of the Bribery Act, and the
provisions of that Act shall be construed accordingly.”

We have examined the rest of the clauses of the Bill and determine that they are not

inconsistent with the Constitution.
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Summary of the Determination

A. Clause 3(2) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and
may only be passed by the special majority required under the provisions of
paragraph (2) of Article 84. The inconsistency will cease if the composition of
the Committee is changed to include the following:

1. Secretary to the Ministry in charge of the subject of Economic Policy
Development.

2. Secretary to the Ministry in charge of the subject of Investment Promotion.

B. Clause 7 of the Bill is inconsistent with Articles 3 and 4(c) of the Constitution
and may be passed only by the special majority required under the provisions
of paragraph (2) of Article 84 and approved by the People at a Referendum by
virtue of the provisions of Article 83.

C. The Bill as a whole is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution. This
inconsistency will cease if the following clause is added to the Bill:
“The Committee appointed by the Cabinet of Ministers shall be deemed
to be a Scheduled Institution within the meaning of the Bribery Act, and
the provisions of that Act shall be construed accordingly.”

We place on record our deep appreciation of the assistance given by all learned

Counsel for the Petitioners and the learned DSG.

Murdu N'B. Eernando, PC
Judge of the Supreme Court

Janak De Silva
Judge of the Supreme Court

Arjuna Obeyesekere
Judge of the Supreme Court
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o6 eBEes BB e Dvwmo
(orerLyLfl@ svaagLosir slifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Hon. Speaker, the IMF -

OO DAIBNBDHD) O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Regarding the IMF agreement, about which you raised
yesterday, the Hon. President informed me that even the

Cabinet has not been briefed about those discussions.
Though they say it has been agreed upon with the
officials, it has to be approved by the Board of the IMF.
Before that, the Hon. President has to have some
discussions with the other creditor countries and then,
their report also has to be added to that. Until such time,
it will not be decided by anybody. Before that, there will
be a Cabinet briefing. Even the Cabinet has not been
informed yet. The Cabinet will be briefed very soon once
he receives all the details. For a briefing, even the
Speaker and the Opposition will be invited and any other
interested parties can also participate. That is what he
told me in the morning, to inform you that this has not
been finalized or approved by the Board.

Some more things have to be added and some more
things have to be revised. So, wait till the Cabinet
briefing is done because the Cabinet has not yet been
informed by anybody. Therefore, please bear with that.

oG L BEHEE dwmn

(omessrLyif @ svgagiostT SiflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Hon. Speaker, my argument is this. There was an
agreement.

OO DOIBINBDHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST S)euiTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, true. That will be adhered to.

O L BEHEE dwmno

(omessrLyif @ svgagiostT SliflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Nothing has been signed. But, when they met, there
was an agreement of the minds. I cannot explain it to you
in any other way. There was an agreement on what
should be done.

@O0 QBB

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

What he told me was, it is not an agreement. It is an -

o6 BEe AByEe Owmo
(omessrLyfl@ svgagiosT SiflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

My point is, once the Cabinet approves -

@O0 QBNWD O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTdsi)

(The Hon. Speaker)

The Cabinet has not approved yet. That is what he
said. Before that, it has to be briefed to the Cabinet. That
is what he told me.

O YO BEHEE dwmo

(omessrLyfl@ svgagiosT SiflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

If the Cabinet approves, it will be too late for
Parliament to discuss. That is what I am saying.

@O0 QBB

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sj6uiTdser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

It has not been approved by the Cabinet. That is what
he said.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Then, an assurance must be given that before Cabinet

approval, it will be submitted to Parliament.

OO DOIBNBDHR o
(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

That is what he gave you.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

All right. If you say so, it is okay.
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asked the Minister of Urban Development and
Housing:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

(i) there is a canal from Hanthana to
Suduhumpola;

(i) unauthorized constructions have been done
in certain locations blocking the canal; and

(iii) the houses of the residents of the area get
flooded during the rainy season due to the
blockage of the canal?

(b) Will he inform this House of the permanent
solution that will be given to the residents of the
Suduhumpola area who get affected by floods due
to the blockage of the aforesaid canal?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Environment:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

@

the number of complaints received by the
Central Environmental Authority with
regard to environmental pollution in the

Ratnapura District in 2019;
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(i) the type of complaints received most
according to the categorization of
complaints;

(iii) the number of complaints received with
regard to the institutions that have been
granted full approval of the Central
Environmental ~Authority, out of the
complaints mentioned in (i) above; and

(iv)  whether the aforesaid institutions have acted
according to the rules and regulations of the
Central Environmental Authority?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether investigations have been carried
out on the environmental pollution taking
place due to the factories established within
the Ratnapura Municipality;

(if)  the institutions that have been scrutinized by
the Central Environmental Authority with
regard to contamination of water with
heavy metal, air pollution and sound
pollution;

(iii) the conclusions reached upon the said
examinations; and

(iv)  the number of institutions prosecuted on the
charges of violating the National
Environmental Act?

() Ifnot, why?

@G DHBE gL Bwmo (880 ¢g®imsR®0)
(rewrfl@ BerSi HaDLWL - HHDTL 6 HEDLOFFT)
(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed - Minister of Environment)
Hon. Speaker, the Answer is as follows:

(a) (i) The Central Environmental Authority has
reported that 92 complaints were received
pertaining to environmental pollution
occurred in the Ratnapura District in the
year 2019.

(i) The Authority has also reported that the
highest number of complaints received
were public complaints pertaining to
matters regulated by the laws and
regulations of the Central Environmental
Authority belonging to Group “A”
according to the following classification of
the complaints.

Complaint Category (l:iua?;l:
Complaints of Group “A” 52
Complaints of Group “B” 37
Complaints of Group “C” 03

(b)

(iif)
(iv)

@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

350

Complaints belonging to Group “A” -
Complaints from the general public
pertaining to matters regulated by the laws
and  regulations of the  Central
Environmental Authority.

Complaints belonging to Group “B”-
Complaints from the general public
pertaining to matters regulated by the laws
and regulations of other institutions,
regarding which recommendations are
given by the Central Environmental
Authority. Example: Illegal gemming, sand
mining and reclaiming of low-lying lands.

Complaints belonging to Group “C” -
Complaints from the general public
pertaining to matters directly relevant to
institutions  other than the Central
Environmental  Authority. Example:
Incineration of domestic refuse, releasing
domestic wastewater directly to common
drains, illegal constructions, reclaiming
paddy lands, incineration of polythene and
plastic and loud noise (at places of religious
worship,  business  premises  where
loudspeakers or generators are used.)

Number of complaints is 52.

The details pertaining to this aspect is given
in Annex 01 by the Central Environmental
Authority. I table* Annex 01.

The Central Environmental Authority has
reported that such inspections have been
carried out.

The institutions so subjected to inspection
by the Central Environmental Authority are
listed in Annex 02. I table* Annex 02.

The Central Environmental Authority has
given information pertaining to this in
Annex 02.

* The inspection focuses on verifying
whether the industrial activity is carried
out according to the standards and
specifications set by the Central
Environmental Authority.

 If any breach of conditions (applicable
standards and specifications) appertaining
to the licence issued occurs, instructions
are issued and a relief period is given in
order to correct the courses of action.

* In the event of failure to act according to
the instructions so given, the Central
Environmental Authority will take legal
action against such institutions.

The number of institutions against which
legal action has been taken - 08

* gedmmeed D .
¥ BrsL Blewe S Ble0 sweussLILIL (HeTsnsy.
* Placed in the Library.
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* Vehicle Service Centre - Mr. L.D.G.
Nupun Sandaruwan, New Senra Service,
149/47, Grass Croft Road, Bandara
nayaka Mawatha, Ratnapura.

* Vehicle Service Centre - Mr. HH.C.S.
Dharmawardhana, C and C Service, No.
73, Veralupe Old Road, Ratnapura.

» Vehicle Service Centre - Mr. Chaminda
Rukshan Samaraweera, Bandaranayaka
Mawatha, Ratnapura.

* Mr. W. Jinadasa, J.H. Engineers, No.
585, Hidellana, Ratnapura.

* Mr. W.K.A.L. Fernando, Visiri Painting
Work Garage, No. 37, Playground Road,
Mudduwa, Ratnapura.

* Mr. B.AD.T. Jayarathna, Thejana Lathe
Works and Engineers, No. 56, Goluwa
vila, Ratnapura.

* Mr. P.G.C.A. Pothupitiya, Minipura
Engineering Works, No. 36/B, Inner
Circular Road, Ratnapura.

* Mr. B.A. Akila Sampath de Silva,
Hidellana, Ratnapura.

(¢)  Does not arise.
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(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

Hon. Member, I will look at the option of appointing
a committee to see whether they could find a solution
without going to court.

With regard to Ace Power Embilipitiya (Pvt.)
Limited, I would be happy to invite you for a discussion
with the Central Environmental Authority and also the
Hon. Minister of Power and Energy, who is here. We
could discuss, see what the options are and take a
decision with regard to the 100 megawatt power project
that you mentioned.
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asked the Minister of Plantation Industries:
(a)  Ishe aware that -

(1) aprogramme known as "Agriculture Export
Villages" was successfully underway a few
years ago; and

(i) the said programme does not function
properly at present?

(b)  Will he inform this House of the measures that the
Ministry would take to resuscitate the "Agriculture
Export Villages" programme?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Power and Energy:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

@
(ii)

people are very keen to obtain solar power
systems;

but, owing to the very high prices of panels
and inverters, they have faced difficulties in
obtaining solar power systems?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

@

whether an arrangement has been made for
the people to buy solar power systems and
required equipment including panels and
inverters at affordable prices;
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(i) whether he is aware that institutions that
install solar power systems make the
installations at different rates;

(iii) if so, whether steps would be taken to
determine a fixed price for the said systems;
and

(iv) whether an arrangement would be put in
place to prevent the delay in Ceylon
Electricity Board connections being given
for the installed solar power systems?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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() @erGmev, sreir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a)  Will he state -

)

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

whether a survey has been conducted about
edible mushrooms which grow naturally in
Sri Lanka;

if so, the number of such mushroom
varieties;

their names; and

the endemic mushroom varieties out of
them?

(b)  Will he also state -

@)
(ii)
(iif)

(iv)

V)

whether seeds required by farmers who
cultivate mushrooms as a means of self-
employment are imported by now;

if so, the countries from which they are
imported;

the amount spent annually on that;

whether measures have been taken to
promote local mushroom seeds among
cultivators; and

if so, the said measures?

(c)  Will he further state -

(M
(ii)

whether the Government has taken action to
provide relief to mushroom cultivators; and

if so, the said relief measures?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker, for the opportunity
to speak a few words at today’s Debate.

The Hon. Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation
was here a moment ago. | want to raise one matter with
him with regard to the Palaly Airport. That is an
international airport. It was opened and there were flights
from Madras. Then, due to COVID, all flights were
suspended. It has not resumed operations yet and even
when it resumes, the cost of the airfare is prohibitive. The
reason for that is, the airport taxes are so high that people
will not be able to afford it. The Hon. Minister is now
coming back into the House. I have spoken to the Hon.
Minister about this matter. The taxes at the Mattala
Airport have been waived and we have been asking that
the taxes at the Palaly Airport also be waived because
unlike the Mattala Airport, the Palaly Airport, when you
resume operations, will have a steady traffic and that will
be good for our economy. Therefore, I am requesting the
Hon. Minister again to please waive the airport tax for
Palaly Airport so that there will be a steady stream of
traffic.

Sir, as we deal with these issues today, in the North
and the East, there are other issues that people are facing,
particularly with regard to the lands. Yesterday, in
Kurunthur Malai, there was a demonstration with regard
to new constructions that were being undertaken by the
Department of Archaeology. Two of our members were
arrested saying that they had disrupted the officials from
functioning. The Department of Archaeology is entrusted
with the responsibility of preserving archaeological
monuments. We know that there are archacological
monuments. Those must be preserved, but they do not
have the authority to build anew. There are court orders
restraining them from building new structures and yet,
when people demonstrate against an illegal activity by the
Department of Archaeology, they are being arrested. So, |
want to raise that issue here.
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Sir Paul Pieris, renowned historian, has written that
long before the advent of Prince Vijaya to this Island,
there existed five Iswarams and one of those is
Thirukoneswaram. Tirugnana Sambandar had sung about
this Temple in the Seventh Century BC. So, it is ancient.
This was destroyed by the Portuguese in 1624, but it was
rebuilt in 1959. This is now designated as an
archaeological site, but using the fact that it is an
archaeological site - it is indeed an archaeological site -
there are efforts to bring in people from other districts,
particularly from the Ratnapura District. There was one
politician who took people from the Ratnapura District,
settled them - traders in that area - around the
archaeological site and now, there are 58 shops that have
been set up and efforts are being made to grant lands from
that archaeological site to those 58 shop owners, who are
actually aliens in that area. They have been brought and
settled there to change the demography. This must
immediately be stopped.

So, these are the issues that our people are facing
today, particularly the issue of land being grabbed by the
Department of Archaeology, the Mahaweli Authority, the
Department of Forest and the Department of Wildlife
Conservation. Also, various other special laws are used to
take away the lands on which Tamil people have lived for
centuries. Now, that is something which must
immediately be stopped.

Your Government is now facing a challenge at the UN
Human Rights Council. The Hon. Minister of Justice,
Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms is here and that
is good because I want to refer to some matters that
concern him as well. In September, 2015, the Sri Lankan
Government co-sponsored a Resolution called HRC 30/1.
Co-sponsoring means, you agree and sign on to that
Resolution, which then means that it is your Resolution
also. In that Resolution - Hon. Minister, you were the
Minister of Justice even at that time - there was a clause
to which Sri Lanka agreed: Operative Paragraph 6 of the
Resolution, in which it was agreed that Commonwealth
and other foreign judges, defence lawyers, authorized
prosecutors and investigators would participate in a
process. So, it states "Commonwealth and other foreign
judges". Originally, that draft, as you know, Hon.
Minister, stated “foreign judges”. It was at the request of
the Sri  Lankan Government that the word
“Commonwealth” was also added to say “Commonwealth
and other foreign judges.” That is Sri Lanka’s own
Resolution. But, now, your Minister of Foreign Affairs
goes to Geneva - you were seated behind him - and says
that participations like this, external mechanisms, are
unconstitutional. How can that be unconstitutional, Hon.
(Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, when, in December, 2012,
you yourself, as an MP, brought in a Private Members’
Bill called "Removal of Judges of the Superior Courts
(Special Provisions) Act"? In that, you yourself had
suggested that that inquiry be conducted, against the
Superior Court Judges, by judges who have held office in
the highest court of any Commonwealth country other
than Sri Lanka. So, even according to you, according to
your own belief, consistently between 2012 and 2015,

foreign judges participating in processes or inquiries in
Sri Lanka was not unconstitutional. You would not have
presented a Bill that was unconstitutional, surely! You
are a constitutional lawyer. So, it was your own Private
Members’ Bill. Then, as the official position of the
Government of Sri Lanka, while you were the Minister of
Justice and the incumbent President was the Prime
Minister, he wanted the word “Commonwealth” added in
that Resolution and so it was added and it was resolved.
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I will conclude, Sir.

You cannot resile from whatever you had agreed to. I
can understand it when the Government changed and
Gotabaya Rajapaksa became President, where statements
were made saying, “We are withdrawing from the
Resolution”. But, can you withdraw from that
Resolution? How can you withdraw from the Resolution
that you yourself agreed to? So, the Resolution now
before the Council will be put to vote because you are
opposing it, you are opposing the very words that you
had agreed to previously, and that is not good for the
country.

Thank you. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe - Minister of

Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms)

ee® &nAB&8. Sir, I will not take more than two
minutes.

The Hon. Sumanthiran mentioned my name, about the
Resolution adopted in Geneva in 2015 and one of the
Private Members’ Bills I had submitted with regard to the
removal of judges. I am thankful to the Hon. Member for
raising it. I presented that Bill taking into consideration
the Latimer House concept, according to which the
independence of the Judiciary is very vital for the
sustenance of democracy and the rule of law, and we all
are concerned about the independence of the Judiciary.
Therefore, at that time, I made an attempt and I think my
learned Friend would appreciate the effort I made on that
issue.
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Similarly, we concede that there was a Resolution
which was co-sponsored by Sri Lanka. But, in the
meantime, the Hon. Member knows, there were a lot of
turbulences in the political landscape of our country; there
was change of regimes and from time to time, some
different decisions had been taken. But, I think my good
Friend, the Hon. Sumanthiran, believes me, that as you
have some interest to resolve this issue, similarly, I too
have an interest to resolve it. You are genuinely saying
that; I am also genuinely saying that. At the moment, we
have taken a lot of meaningful steps to resolve the issue.
We concede that there is a lot more to do. In the next few
weeks’ time, I hope to have a cordial discussion with the
Hon. Members from the North and the East on this issue,
decide the way forward and reconcile for a peaceful
nation. I think my good Friend will help us.

Thank you very much.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga.]
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Considered in Committee.
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Clauses 1 to 4 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

OO Ows¥m Ee0wm OBIEH®r. ADH®IO Br3d BDwD
DICEH B .

[2.00 p.m.]

©C OwrIm Bewrrnwm Ovmo

(orenTyLll@ wwHE SHFTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, there have to be checks and
balances in any government. That is why the last
Parliament, under the Hon. Karu Jayasuriya, changed the
Standing Orders and ensured that certain checks and
balances are there. €9 Boewdeo BEIE m0m ©w0d
©0® DS Bewlen edme 3, we ensured that there
are checks and balances.

But, what happened when 6.8 million people voted
and elected this Government, giving them a two-thirds
majority? I have the privilege and honour of being in the
Committee on Standing Orders chaired by the Hon.
Speaker. What was the first Motion introduced in
Parliament? That was to suspend certain sections of the
Standing Orders of Parliament. They suspended the
Sectoral Oversight Committee system; Standing Orders
esf890s  Sectoral Oversight Committee »®edes
00y8mersi® ax¥8e0dd. | went for the First Meeting
of that Committee, Sir. Seated next to me is the Hon.
Sujith Sanjaya Perera, who is also a Member of the
Committee on Standing Orders. We represented the
Opposition and went for that Meeting. At that Meeting,
the Government Members said, “We are definitely not
going to allow the Sectoral Oversight Committee system
to operate. We want to revert to the old system”. ®ew»®
OB BOeD. OS] WOILNLHRIeOST dws Ea eom, |
submitted a report to the Committee on Standing Orders
on the good aspects of having a Sectoral Oversight
Committee system versus those of having the Ministerial
Consultative Committee system. We recommended to
have both systems going. The Minister chairs the relevant
Ministerial Consultative Committee and can solve certain
problems. But, to make Parliament more democratic and
the system more open, we recommended to have the
Sectoral Oversight Committees in Parliament. In the last
Parliament, I was acting as a Chairman of a certain
Sectoral Oversight Committee. We even went on study
tours overseas and studied the Sectoral Oversight
Committee systems in other countries: in the United
States, Canada, England and in Europe.

®S Bewdsns OD150EmR )

(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order please! @® @d&ded »Hoy ovd od
OsIBOcew Riwmw 8ewr OO B BBwBsY Gy Bosy
0res@ O O Ened 5HO ewdBnn BOBIL.

®C (§0028w) DBTER QewDERD Bwmo

(oressTfl@ (SVTHF) LbSI GsnTouigeo)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana)

06 Boewdds »Onemn®B, "o ®remBoes’
G0y BCEY GO OIEn® ¥ Yeowma O
@ne" 8 ® ewd®mn »SBDo.

G S8z &Y, e @@z Sas.
aflsorr BB HBLILIL B eTHmYS GBI 1.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. SHANAKIYAN RAJAPUTHIRAN RASAMANICKAM
took the Chair.

®G Bwrim 8wamnwm Svmo

(oreTyLfl@ Wb SHFTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)

Hon. Presiding Member, we studied how the Sectoral
Oversight Committee system works in other countries, the
pluses and the minuses of it and how we can change and
improve it. However, Sir, when this Government came in,
immediately they suspended the Sectoral Oversight
Committee system.

Now, things have changed. The Hon. Ranil
Wickremesinghe has become the President of the country
and the Head of this Government. There is a saying, Sir,
that there are no permanent friends or enemies in politics.
So, after the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe became the
President of this country, once again, the Sectoral
Oversight Committee system is going to be brought back.
Remember, the same group belonging to that same
political party who hold the two-thirds majority in this
House is still in control. That same group who suspended
the Standing Orders of Parliament and the Sectoral
Oversight Committee system completely have, today,
agreed to change the Standing Orders of Parliament and
bring back that Committee system.

That is leadership. It is the same number of MPs with
the same two-thirds majority, but today, because the Hon.
Ranil Wickremesinghe, as the President of the country,
wants to bring back the Sectoral Oversight Committees
and have checks and balances in Parliament, we are
having this Debate to pass the new Standing Orders in
Parliament. It is a good thing; it is not a bad thing. For the
last one and a half to two years, as a Member of the
Committee on Standing Orders, I have been fighting to
have this Sectoral Oversight Committee system in
Parliament. Anyway, people can change; sometimes,
things change; power comes and goes. Remember, there
is a Government or a party that has a two-thirds majority
in Parliament, which can govern and rule. Tomorrow,
there can be an election and the people of this country
could decide who would govern thereafter. But if we, the
Samagi Jana Balawegaya or the SJB - it can be an alliance
- comes to power, we will ensure that this system is
actually enshrined even in the Constitution. Sir, for the
last one and a half years, the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, on
behalf of the SIB and the Opposition, has always been
asking the Speaker or whoever who was chairing
Parliament to please bring back - it has been an appeal -
the Sectoral Oversight Committees.

Sir, there was agreement between the Opposition, the
Government and the Speaker to have the Chairmanship of

the Committee on Public Finance given to the
Opposition. That has happened. With this change in the
Standing Orders, it would be enshrined that the
Opposition would have the Chairmanship of the
Committee on Public Finance. However, what happened
to the agreement that we had on the Chairmanships of the
COPE and COPA? There was agreement reached that the
Chairmanships of all three financial Committees of
Parliament will be given to the Opposition. Sadly, here,
the Chairmanships of the COPE and COPA are not given
to the Opposition; it is not reflected in these changes to
the Standing Orders moved today.

I wish to read from the Draft that was given to the
Committee on Standing Orders, which states,
“....nominated by the Committee of Selection, provided
that the Chair shall be a Member of the Opposition”. That
is, in relation to the Committee on Public Accounts. Sir, I
wish to table this with your consent.

Also, the same wordings are there with regard to the
Committee on Public Enterprises: “....the Committee of
Selection, provided that the Chair shall be a Member of
the Opposition”. So, these Amendments moved are in
clear violation of that agreement. I do not know what
happened. At the Committee on Standing Orders, there
was agreement, but it went before the Committee on
Parliamentary Business and now, that Committee, I
believe, had changed it.

Sir, youth representation is a good thing. There is
proviso in the Standing Orders that a certain number of
youth could be invited to the Sectoral Oversight
Committees. My recommendation to Parliament is that
Youth Parliamentarians or young provincial councillors
between the ages of 18 and 35 be invited to be a part of
this system.

Sir, with your consent, I table* my Report to the
Committee on Sanding Orders on the Sectoral Oversight
Committee system.

If the Government, without suspending the Standing
Orders, kept the Sectoral Oversight Committees, I think
Gotabaya Rajapaksa would have still been in power,
Mahinda Rajapaksa would have been in power, Basil
Rajapaksa and the rest of the Rajapaksa family would
have been in power. There would not have been the
"aragalaya". There would have been checks and
balances; there would have been a system where
Parliamentarians can air their views openly.

©C §Roe8500:) OB ®o

(omessTLyifl @ HWVDLGTHIGD 2 L6 Sj6uissir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

* gedmmeed Dds .
¥ BrsL Blewe S Sle0 sweussLILIL (HeTsnsy.
* Placed in the Library.
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(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)

Sir, may I have two more minutes from the time of the
Opposition, please?

So, if we had that system, there would have been
debates in Parliament over important issues. Take for
example, the fertilizer crisis in this country. we-@» m»=3
@O g0 98 WO O’ N8 Pew. ¢¥ @® Jed dme
30000 @b@ewm ¢B 0D Bedmydr. wH8, 9 »BY »HOw®
Bewn mHO, O O BIWmDBHOR B WS OB ¢wd By ew;
& o 88e05Tnd ne yOE wodicww HB S OBI®
200 yOOHO BYen. VN8 S Hoed By euwmnie
Poad? @¢Ens meidhs @Bn® gnd GMOA o8, desf
Pod O3B S5NBuBR@D cueed goisw to get rid of
chemical fertilizer from this country.

Then, during the last Parliament, there was also the
issue of the PTA and the CTB - the Prevention of
Terrorism Act versus the Counter Terrorism Bill. Again,
there was an agreement and it was debated in the Sectoral
Oversight Committee and reports were issued.

OO o065 OIE @

(oreT Ll @ SewevemwLSTERIGL 2 DILILNeTT Sj6uTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

@G Bwrim 8wamnwm Ovmo

(orenTll@ wwbHg SHFTHTIISS)

(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)

Let me make one more point, Hon. Presiding Member.
I must state that these new Standing Orders are coming in
as a result of the "aragalaya". If not for the "aragalaya",
the Standing Orders would not have been amended.

The last point 1 wish to make is with regard to the
media. I also table* the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe’s
proposal, which clearly states that we must open up
Parliament, have a system of accountability and those
who are answerable to the people have to be held
accountable.

Now, with 20 Sectoral Oversight Committees coming
into play, who will be appointed as Chairmen and who are
the Members who will be representing them? Therefore,
we need to have a broader consensus in that regard in
Parliament so that we could have a successful Sectoral
Oversight Committee system.

Thank you.

O § o832 O E o

(orerLfl@ SeweveLETERIGL 2 DILNeTT Sj6uTder)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. D.B. Herath. You have 13 minutes.

* gedmmced D .
* Brsb BleweViSSle0 swsusBLILIL (Harensy.
* Placed in the Library.

[a.0. 2.12]
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(The Hon. D.B. Herath - State Minister of Livestock

Development)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka. You
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Please sit down. I will tell you. I respect you. I am not
saying that you are encouraging it; I am saying that you
are silent. That itself is wrong; your silence is the biggest
crime! [Interruption.]
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I will discuss it with you, Hon. Member. -
[Interruption.] This is exactly the problem. Why are we
fighting? I am saying that all of you are -
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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DO B m WOBTm 98 e¢sim. There is no point
of Order. You read Standing Order No. 91(b). You
cannot oppose my speech. Sit down! There is no point of
Order. Let me speak.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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IR D8 DI, 0o O8n erwsn ©xIBn®. I do not
know why you raised a point of Order then.
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Sir, there have been a lot of expeditions conducted.
Mike Wilson, Sir Arthur C. Clarke and Peter
Throckmorton had conducted certain  undersea
expeditions and they had found a lot of artefacts and
antiquities. There are Buddhist relics as well as Hindu
relics.

Archaeology is a science. It is based on certain
principles and it is an art because you need skills too to
engage in that. Since it is a science which is based on
principles and evidence - we have to acknowledge that -
whether we like it or not and even if it does not suit our
thinking pattern, nevertheless, if there is something
proven according to scientific facts, we have to adhere to
that, unless or otherwise the Act related to archaeology is
revised; that is, the Antiquities (Amendment) Act passed
by this Parliament is revised. So, until such time, we have
to adhere to the present Act.

Sir, now, I would like to answer the pertinent
questions raised by the Hon. Members of the Opposition.
They have been questioning the validity of the
Department of Archaeology, to my understanding. Sir,
though we may have different political leanings and
different political orientations, that does not mean that we
should not uphold the law of this country. An Act is a
law; we have to abide by that. I am sorry to say these
things. Do not distort facts; you are distorting facts. I also
can do that very well, but I will not go to that extent. The
problem faced by the Kovil Committee has to be
resolved. Very soon, I would like to make a personal visit
to Thirukoneswaram Kovil and let us sit down and
discuss this. I am willing to sit down with that
Committee. You cannot shake hands with a clenched
fist. We are extending our hands.

©G BOewgam»® Gnost ®wmo
(omevsrLyifl@ Heuepmresrid Fpfgredr)
(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@G 8¢S B @snw6m Dm0

(wrenryllg allgip allsArwpruds)

(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka)

You cannot raise a point of Order at this juncture.-
[Interruption] No, you cannot raise points of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, if only the Hon. Minister agrees, I can
allow you.
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(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka)

Sir, according the Standing Orders, can he raise a
point of Order now?
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, you continue.
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(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka)
Okay, Sir, I am willing give him way.
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Okay. Yes, Hon. Member?
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, you can clarify now.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka)
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v oy ©® YIFHDEO BEdn Bewed® Bde wnd. If
there is a problem, there should be an answer, there
should be a solution and we are willing to give that. I will
visit there, talk to the Kovil Committee and let us see
what we can do.

Thank you.
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Friday, 23rd
September, 2022.

y@HOEO B 8Enoy
QT T %619 &) 6T(LSSICLPSY lemL_6iT
WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

BC-0® 0ddn LHOE WEOIWDGHOSI/ Yo

®250 3@ HEO®BIWGO5T: Bednd
3).Cur.g.aflsr gy erentl Warewwwreridgsst/ Liygmer

WesllGeuer (psTemwreriassr: allyid
STAFF MANAGERS/ CHIEF HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGERS
OF SLTB: DETAILS

2589/2022
1. oo Bedes g¥mmroem Owmo
(renTyLl@ Hevew HSSHTWES)
(The Hon. Tissa Attanayake)
5005 ¥ O@EH IR e Y@@ - (1):

(2) () & oo 0P00m OBRED 08D WS C¢

emred 80 08 ¢330 &8 Y WBWRWD ey

o ¢ O o eddm O
DEODMCDCwmed/gis D st
DEODCDCmed O, dyed/Hwed

2002 3¢9 ®, eI NEW 83w BN/ eed
oDy ¢ ©Bm O gu, &€& ¥ e
s08D® 0057 005 Daewsy mdede;

(i) ovm O O BEBw OO »mRIsY
QOBO0 ey § moie 005Y 00y Daewsy
»oed;

(i) 0® BEB amd e DHHEDE
0¥neds’ nondst 90 mom ¢ BERWBHY
83s3esie;

(iv) oo 0, O® O O BEBwied O ®o
550857 90 WO ¢ Emw D edny
Daews’ mOede;

@535 O @OV DD ¢rIOsIesTe?

(a0) (i) ov» (g) (i) 8 sy BeBs? ¢nds’ e®
OO eded @w 835 BB wewr ;®
8000w @9 BB Budd nrienic;

(i) ondeE m®, IO ouln WD,
@535y D@ @O w®Idd ¢BIOsTesIe?
() ozndeen®, S Sxie?



519

2022 58 ®98 22

Curs@geaursgl wWPHMID CBEBEHFTHVHET Y EMLOFFeNT

Ga_ L allerm:

(o ()

(=) ()

520

asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:

Qevsienst CUTh@Garssd Femu YridLildbsi (@)  Will he inform this House -
UL BT6T (P36 P)SIIDT BT SDVDID (i) separately, the name, his/her educational
IAVIUNHSSIHG Blwblds i Gerer eGeuri qualifications, service period, monthly
et psrewwwrargiiirsrer  weaflgeuar salary and allowances paid to him/her and
YasTewwreryg  Guwi,  Seurgh  sealls other facilities given to each Staff Manager/
FMHMLEET, GFmaus STV LOHMID jeud Chief Human Resource Manager appointed
GF QESSIUL L LTSTHSE  FLOUETLD, to its Head Office since the establishment
QETEUILSTOEST  WHYID  JeweTw  ausdlser of the Sri Lanka Transport Board up to
QeusuGoummas wreme; now;
(i) Guh@ii L paGuri o sHGWTsssHD (ii) separately, the reasons for the resignation of
GO L usellemhs  elw@usnE each of the aforesaid officer;
STHIQUTEIT HTTEIEISST ClausiGauprs wireer; (iii) whether there are any officers who had
(i)  CuhEAOIIL L o sfBurassissies opsries been evicted from the post due to change of
wrHmb  sryewrorst  uselulledhbg Bl governments; and
Ul L o S5HQUTESSTHET 2_6TarmigeTT; (iv) if so, separately, the name and the date of
> . o
(V) yQuafo, Gy paGauri o sHGuTss eviction of each of the said officer?
sfergn  Quui  wpmnd  ugelulledHHs (b)  Will he also inform this House -
BhsiucL Sag) sreuar ClaisiGaiprs wirear, (i) whether steps will be taken to deliver
TETLDS Syt GlFFmusa@s Asfaliiuryr? Justice to a certain level for officers who are
) o ) L currently in service, among the officers
Gupuig (o) 11)G  GPILiCu Geirar mentioned in (a) (iii) above; and
2 $5CwrsssToHemlsy  SHCUTH — CFemeuuilsy .
FOULGerar 2 sSGUTESSTHEREE TESMID (ii)  if not, reasons for that?
Blurugens  Blensebrl (Heush@ bl 6l hend (¢) Ifnot, why?

GumhEsmsireury;

(i) @)TCMEV, SBMHEHTRT HTTENTHISET WTEHEY;

STETLINS Sjsul B)FoFemLd@d GgsMalliirymr?

@G (8902863) ABTER wDEAD Bwmo
(oressryfl @ (SVTHF) LUbSIL GsnTouigew)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana)

@) @G, sreir? (@ ()
@0y @D wdrsy
# 5O @505 5L O DEDBNINC IR o @é(ﬁ; ) 2omn (1) @@(697‘)9& @O By
D) EG Qe (G G
01 [oed.q.q08. DBveEHS Bw 055008 08w edDewsy 8g® emdd (19,560.00 4,656.00 [24,216.00 |5d0s swvim®
S
02 [©®. »SemBEm @wo - eEDewsy 8@® @M (D ©wWIND EBVVD
S
03 [q.a08. esedc ®wo ¢.00.6. (e0/0Bg) @@=/ [2010.07.01-2012.04.17123,860.00 |13,515.00 [37,375.00 [500w swem®
2.00.6. (C/eBE)
04 |B8.8. Dcedw @wo 055008 08w 2008.07.01-2010.06.30127,855.00 [23,656.35 [51,511.35 |52 eswgm®
05 8. 0g@EE 83es ©wo 0065008 (Beds) ¢wdw[2012.11.15 - (@00den) [37,065.00 30,119.50 [67,184.50 [5200 swegm®
2014.09.01 (e580)
2018.10.26 9o
2e38®
06 |onf.08. Bedder BS0B 0@ [mefyed cew/@xd [2018.10.29-2018.12.16[22,400.00 [27,405.00 49,805.00 |»y0owm smngm®
@358 e PN e
o eed Bedecd®D
07 [©0.8.8. o OC0®eiw Owor [@0efnedE =eaBw 2018.12.17-2020.02.2424,965.00 36,489.50 [61,454.50 [52002 swgm®
08 [99.8. 09 B@6 Owo D¢150008 (O250e306 2020.02.24-2020.10.1229,900.00 [39,655.00 [69,555.00 [202 eswegm®
@305)) B
09 [8.8. 008m0 OF0538 8w [D10e06 88eEmred 2020.10.13 80 o® 19,490.00 |45,725.00 [65,215.00 |00 smgm®
208 (20270 9w 2300
Seds)
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# 5H® »5385Y QO8O0 ey § e
01 0ed.g.q08. DBweEmS S @s9d®Em EBemmmd 050 B 91857 ¢Bn WD 65NV
02 0. S eBEH Dwo esed®Em BB8etinD 008 DT ¢ID ©wInD EBNVD
03 @428, evedd ®ws 2801g 60 wdyses 8O On BK® emid ¢
04 8.8. DceyBe ®wo BB Y CBOLRD HHROD B BIO
05 8. 0O 83 ®wo 2018.10.26 &» nmyneds’ 9o aud®
06 ont.08. Beddw 500 e®@w |2018.12.16 em» nmness’ 9o BB (8x 52)
07 ©0.8.8. o OC®Owws Owo OHNOS Y BEm DO YOBG BB el ¢dsen BE8 BHRC wews v BB
08 ©0.8. w@sin B0 Owo 2020.10.13 8» 80 Bewdes w@15503m038 (0E5) HR0D $dden 5380 b 8@
09 8.8. 008w OB Bw a0 ewded owd 83.
(i) 2».
(iv) a@cog ovned.
(a0) (1) acg ovned.

(i) e@ce evned.
(q) @cog ev»ed.

(on ()
. Q'LQ.LI.LI Qsr@uu | Qurgss
5 NP . ugailuflsir oLF . L .
# Qi Eevalls HensenLngeir . . . QTQY&EST | FIOLIGTD | DT IFH56iT
CremeaudbsTevLD FLDLIGTLD
() () ()
01 B(BHLOF 6T6V. 1.y T @)erwmresflis L L b uenflulled B gpuiey 19560.00 | 4656.00 | 24216.00 | Gurd@aurdsi
Uil &CFdHHT CupmysirerTi QUFS)S6iT
02 BB 6TiD. - uesnstluiled B ey BT6] HewL_dasailvens)
& (HEWT T Hl6Vd: 5 Cummysirermi
03 Bw. w.i. QuUBryr |&.0ur.s.(#r/s) A/ | 2010.07.01 - 23860.00| 13515.00| 37375.00 | Gurds@aursdsi
%.0ur.s.(2_/s) 2012.04.17 UFS)H6iT
04 . MNie. ureogfw | @erwmesfls L’ Lib 2008.07.01 - 27855.00 | 23656.35| 51511.35 | Gurd@aursdsi
2010.06.30 UFBF6T
05 S L. NCrwevrey | suswilasiomess] (ol GaL) 2012.11.15-(5.1)) 37065.00 | 30119.50 | 67184.50 | Guré@aurss
1Fiflsv ulLib 2014.09.01 (slomsr) UFLE6T
2018.10.26
@rredlesrmior GFiiiged
06 H1.Cs5.Cgy. @emwomresflts L L io/ 2018.10.29 - 22400.00 | 27405.00| 49805.00 | Guré@Gaurds
BCrragr Srmigesf] esflgeuer 2018.12.16 UFSSH6iT
PHTMLSGI01
19 LiGarmiom
07 Bm. e15.0.95. 575 @emwmresfls L (b 2018.12.17 - 24965.00 | 36489.50 | 61454.50 | Guré@aurssi
UEVSLOLITIW 2020.02.24 QUFS)S6iT
08 Bw. 168.83). FL0hs aflepepreariomest] 2020.02.24- 2020.10.12 | 29900.00 | 39655.00 | 69555.00 | Guré@aurss
GWrr (suemflgssssval) UL (b UFSSH6iT
09 g edl.ail. eflwrury pliaurs 2020.10.13 wpssv 19490.00 | 45725.00| 65215.00 | Guré@eursg
FOUST W& THS) @)eromesflis L b [OETLIELY S QUFS)S6iT
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# @uwirr ugeilellBBg @) TTeleTTIOT ClFII6USH M T &M T 6vThIS% 6T
01 BlHLog) sTerv. 1.7, euewilaGadhar st L Cariiy @)VeTs5Te) Hremeuds sanrT_Plw (g weallsdensy
02 BB 6TID. & (HENTTH V&5 seflliu’ L Casriiy @Vergsmsd Sreneaud sl Pl (1pig weallsdsnsy
03 B wj.i. QuGrrm 60 auwg LisHwen_pbg Blemevuilsy giile)GQUDDIsTaTTI
04 . e, urev@flw sewevenioll Luipd o, Ceorassi Lgails @ Blwlldssv
05 B. L. NCrwevrsv LFMsv 2018.10.26 9410 Fsg) ugaleww @rredlesrmior GFiigsrerTi
06 . C5.8. KIGrTagr srkisel 2018.12.16 541> Flag) ugal BFasid (52 priser Grepsuuisr LNssTeori)
07 . 615.19.85. FrdeusvsbLTW ey LTSN QgTifleomi Ll Cu@dpbgit uflwrhn Bleveowdgsr Cunurienea g lsril
ugaSETS Bl S0
08 B. 615.88). FLohbg GLTT 2020.10.13 9410 Flag) g0 rdlr Qurgipsrenwwreri (Blieursid) Lsaiddds
HL_DLEHMT Blewm CouNMIISNEHTH BIUILDSITLD 6)LpBIEH60
09 Bpog) gdl.af. Fbilsr wesThHs sHCurgl Cremauuilgsirermi
(iii) Gsvewsv. (=) () Qurgbsrs. @) QUIT®BHSTSI-
(iv) QuTpBSTSI. i) QurmpbsTE.
@ @
Period of service in the | Basic Allow- | Gross
# Name Educational Qualifications ances Salary | Other facilities
post salary (Rs.) (Rs.)
01  Mrs. S.U.R. Vanigasekera Bachelor of Arts Degree IRetired from service 19560.00 ¥4656.00 [24216.00 [Transport facilities
02 [Mr. M. Karunathilaka Retired from service [Data cannot be found
3 Mr. UR. Perera IG.C.E. (O/L) passed G.C.E. 1.07.2010-17.04.2012  23860.00 |13515.00 37375.00 [Transport facilities
(Advanced Level)
04  Mr. P.D. Balasuriya Bachelor of Arts Degree 01.07.2008-30.06.2010 27855.00 [23656.35 |51511.35 [Transport facilities
5 Mr. P. Premalal Peiris Bachelor of Commerce (Special) |{15.11.2012-(covering)  [37065.00 30119.50 [67184.50 [Transport facilities
IDegree 1.09.2014 (confirmation
lin post) 26.10.2018 resig-
nation)
6 Ms. K.J. Nirosha Tharangani ~ [Bachelor of Arts Degree/ Human 29.10.2018-16.12.2018 [22400.00 [27405.00 49805.00 [Transport facilities
Resources Management Ad-
vanced Diploma
7  Mr. H.P.G. Sarath Walgampaya [Bachelor of Arts Degree 17.12.2018-24.02.2020 [24965.00 [(36489.50 61454.50 [Transport facilities
8  Mr. H.G. Samantha Kumara Bachelor of Science (Business ~ [24.02.2020-12.10.2020 29900.00 [39655.00 [69555.00 [Transport facilities
Studies)
9  Mrs. G.V. Champika Malkanthi [Bachelor of Business Administra-[From 13.10.2020 to date {19490.00 45725.00 65215.00 [Transport facilities
tion (Human Resource-Special)
(i)
# Name Reason for resignation
1 Mrs. S.U.R. Vanigasekera [The data cannot be found due to non-availability of the personal file
2 Mr. M. Karunathilaka [The data cannot be found due to non-availability of the personal file
3 Mr. U.R. Perera IRetirement on completion of 60 years of age
4 Mr. P.D. Balasuriya IAppointment to the post of Chief Training Instructor
5 Mr. P. Premalal Peiris IResignation from the post on 26.10.2018
6 Ms. K.J. Nirosha Tarangani IDismissal from service on 16.12.2018 (after 52 days in service)
7 Mr. H.P.G. Sarath Walgampaya IAppointment to the post of Supervisory Officer of the Kandy Multimodal Transport Hub
8 Mr. H.G. Samantha Kumara IAppointment to cover the duty of the post of Deputy General Manager (Administration) from
13.10.2020
9 Mrs. G.V. Champika Malkanthi ICurrently in service

(iii) No.
(iv) Not applicable.

(b) )

(i)

Not applicable.
Not applicable.

(© Not applicable.
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