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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga - Minister of Urban

Development and Housing and Chief Government Whip)
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(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella - Minister of Health and
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HUMAN-ELEPHANT CONFLICT IN PUTTALAM DISTRICT:
DETAILS

2576/2022
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asked the Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources
Conservation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of Divisional Secretaries'
Divisions in the Puttlam District in which
human-elephant conflicts are prevalent;

(i) the mnames of aforesaid Divisional
Secretaries' Divisions;

(iii)  the number of wild elephants wandering in
aforesaid Divisions by now;

(iv) the number of officials deployed to chase
away those wild elephants; and

(v) the measures taken by the Ministry to
resolve the shortage of officials?

(b) Ifnot why?
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(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera- Minister of Agriculture
and Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources
Conservation)
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(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)
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(The Hon. Chinthaka Amal Mayadunna)
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(The Hon. D. Weerasingha)
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POLGAHAWELA-KURUNEGALA RAILWAY LINE:
CONVERSION INTO A DUAL TRACK

2602/2022
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asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:
(a) Will he inform this House -

(i) the current progress of the project to
convert the Polgahawela-Kurunegala
railway line into a dual track;

(i1) whether the feasibility reports of that
project have been completed; and

(iii)) the dates for commencing and
completing the work of that project?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana - Minister of
Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana)
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asked the Minister of Health:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that the prices of drugs
(pharmaceuticals) have escalated by now;

(i)  whether duties are imposed when drugs are
imported; and
(iii)  if not, whether action would be taken to

inquire about the exorbitant amounts
charged on drugs?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i)  whether he is aware that different prices are
charged by different medicine sellers for the
same drug; and

(i) the measures that would be taken against
such sellers?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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©G »ONnemn®A, when I am on my feet, if I do
not want to answer a question, I can refuse it. [ have been
gracious enough or good enough to allow their questions,
but there must be a limit. Here, they are taking political
advantage; they are going on a political journey with this.
So, I am asking them not to go on a political journey since
this is not a political issue. This is a general issue, which
all of us have to get together to solve. It is a fact that there
is a downturn in the economy. With that downturn in the
economy, when there is a 91 per cent food inflation, of
course, it affects the infants as well; they are no
exception. But, with all these difficulties, we are

managing it. I am extremely sorry to state that some of
the so-called "professionals" come out with their political
agendas and try to completely disrupt the entire system
we are working on. It is a very sad thing to note and it
will happen to all of us. Either when you are here and we
are on your side, they will make use of such
opportunities.

So, Sir, I will give a comprehensive report to
Parliament on what exactly we are short of and where we
are; I will not camouflage that. There is no point in trying
to camouflage that just to save the day because the very
next day, it will be exposed. So, I am not going to do that.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Okay, thank you.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

No more Supplementary Questions, please. That is
enough.
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(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Please, that Question is over.
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asked the Minister of Tourism and Lands:

(a)  Will he inform this House -
(1) the number of tourist zones that have been

established in Sri Lanka to date;

(if)  the names of those zones; and

(iii) the steps that have been taken by the Sri
Lanka Tourism Development Authority to
develop each of the above tourist zones
from the year 2018 up to now?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Speaker)

That matter is over. Hon. Member, you have no right
to disturb. Please, sit down!
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asked the Minister of Tourism and Lands:
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(a)  Will he inform this House - (omeryfl@ amfer LirerTss)
(i) the extent of land owned by the Land (The Hon. Harin Fernando)
Reform Commission in each district, O ®ONEDROR, O8 gdmwd BERS 0®edi.
separately;
(i) whether title deeds have been prqwdpd to (@) () 1972 aom 01 5> 90O ghwedmsen o oo
the people who are currently residing in the
aforesaid lands: and OB woewdlnm eHFOE SBDWDGTIO am®
L ’ ) c0® emBury wwd edm ammS 50m 9R®
(iii)  if so, the.number of title deeds that have 2@Bes B2D 9B § oo nst v 00® wnd
been provided so far? 5108 B850 90® e®8 BB 5wId
(b)  Will he also inform this House - °0n gmEnd v0HeeD gB. (¢ Dnews
(i) whether the lands owned by the f?g%g?;@@a 5108 B 900 y@ren guimo
Commission have been granted on lease 085, 80 0. 08 emcRG BuD gD
basis; and pyoss’ ¢iod.
(i) whether action will be taken to grant lands
on lease basis even in future, as mentioned
above?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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17 S5tk 102,260 2 16 158,925 3 37
18 ®nved 34,096 2 28 2,587 1 06
19 IO esa]6] 13,234 2 13 696 0 00
20 ®Ee 35,604 3 13 16,321 2 08
21 BT OC 65,019 0 29 3,087 1 09
22 3231000 7,510 3 34
23 ©80EITTHGD 431 1 12
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MINISTRY OF PORTS AND SHIPPING: ADVISERS FROM 2015-
2019
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(The Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna on behalf of the Hon.
Kumarasiri Rathnayaka)
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(2%) @D, oreir? @3 BOC 01 0ed.8.90.
[l oty ) B9 @008 ®wmo
asked the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation: OBn®
. ®0; @3B sY - -
(a)  Will he state, separately - aomie OB
(i) the name and tenure of each Minister who
had been in charge of the subject of ports (ii)
and shipping from 2015 to 2019; coodem D pra—
(i) the number of advisers appointed by each of Odwod »® BanfBies eaceam®
the said Ministers during his/her tenure; FDebe DAED. 300 | edceche
(iii)  the name, age, educational and professional cC gusim 45 Bdodemged
. . . . K euBe8d @wvm @838
qualifications of each of the said advisers; o mmaBols
(iv) the monthly salary, allowances and other 570 ¢80
facilities that had been provided to each BB Baos’ 00, 206 | ogdobmoe
adviser; gndde @vm 50 BBwwn oo
(v) the responsibilities assigned to each of the ?ii:fqum
said advisers; and )
X . . . 0ed.8.08. [<alertd 2883® wo
(vi) the foreign tours each of the said advisers B©:608 Vv 62 T
had engaged in, the reasons for engaging in 00505y
the said foreign tours, the expenditure borne Sedne BEAe
in that regard and the benefits received by CISIES
the Ministry through the said tour? AT
DdewR.
(b) Ifnot, why?
@G BOF 8Bwoe ¢ 8D Owmo (D66, 598m ®o @iv)
0295?" ©eddo ep@o@)s@@o) . L coedam g 2oz 5w @@ &
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sULHDIeOD LHMID aflrer CFeNeussT HeHLOEFFIT) cwgm®
(The Hon. Nimgl .Siripala de Silva - Minister of Ports, e Bad 20 0ol olm
Shipping and Aviation) 0985, &S 30,000 | ©®d05 e
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* FLm LS8N0 ewaudsLi L aflswr 8880 ©8g,
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@8 Yoz
() @) 20590 e0d®
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0. Ynhdes 60,000 ©83Ed WO
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2 Musgl: eflurid
ILMENITE PRODUCED AT PULMODDAI FACTORY: DETAILS

2565/2022

2. ©0 80 98BI Owmo

(oreryfl@ Fepedou stdiflomebrenr)

(The Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna)

DEDID e @eesy gy y@mw - (1):

(a) (i) e B»oE @it E808 grunmed
3CHed BEDITIHREIED BEsacms O

G 9FOHRBO gumIOmB WSBIEBIE;

(i) oo 0, s 2015 80 ©® o ©©
COmBO aumwm BBe®sT cews 4B dodn

BBOw ems®enc;

(i) PCEHBO HB> WS & CoD BE VIR
Bdsocms BB wewr O B8edew wmed

=0 Bed;

(v) oo 50, ded Bduicrms BEOD wicy® S

B woed®) D8® O,

V) ©® 2580 yEged »ILITBH@REED &

OB @m0 H 1w EMBO TS,
W5IB) O @O DD cr¥OsIesie?
(0) oeznde nd®, S Osie?

2022 382098 21 182

®&55015TIlD HewwsFenrds Casl L aflerr:

() () ovmsT Werred Caer eMACL L Blmisusstdglesr
HeuGBwrlienL g Carhihsreneouilsy o Huss)
QEiwiu®  @)svwsner  eHmILG Gl
LOEDST 6TEITLIEH S ULD;

(i)  jeusurTmmuilesr, 20155410 2 euT1q 69 (BB
B)B16uDT HSBMBI @)ULDENEITL 6THMILOSUIT6V
FLLbul L gybBlwg GlFevreusst] sTeusuaTGlsusst
LIEDG UL|LD;

(i) @evmiewsuiley  @vwemeTenL L1 LWSTUHGS
QurpL_sewer 2 Mgzl
Geuemevs gl L GQmesrny swimflssiiul (Hsrergr

QFIeuE M TEsT
6T63T LIGNSU|LD;

(iv)  eusurpmuflesr, Ssueurm 2 PuF Gl
AUSDGH S L 1O BsiTar Gum(mL_serflesr

UGN SHHEIT UITEN6 6TEITLIENS IL|LD;

V) @erperaisv LevGomemL_ Qg rlm
Fremevullepisirer  Bevwenerrl @) wLiLilsr yemey
WrGlHesTLIEHSULD 5

Sjeui @)dFFemus@ Mlaliirrr?
(=) @sirGmed, ersir?
asked the Minister of Industries:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether ilmenite produced in the
Pulmoddai factory of the Lanka Mineral
Sands Ltd. is exported;

(i) if so, the amount of foreign exchange
earned by exporting the aforesaid ilmenite
from the year 2015 up to now;

(iii)  whether any arrangement has been made to
use ilmenite to manufacture goods within
Sri Lanka;

(iv) if so, the type of goods that have been
planned to manufacture; and

(v) the amount of ilmenite stocks available in
the Pulmoddai factory, as of now?

(b) Ifnot, why?

o6 (e00¢s) Cedd shden wm (D188 »ESTm
g®ams 3 HESI™m ¢ ®0)

(wresryflg  (weugFw  sewrmHlg)  rGwely uSlyewr -
QuBHCHTL L& HH6STL  WWIFFHID MeH56HTLL
O|ELOEFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Plantation
Industries and Minister of Industries)
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2015 36,719 283.96 2.15
2016 14,188 211.02 1.45
2017 47,659 872.08 5.81
2018 50,098 681.76 4.39
2019 33,181 417.92 2.38
2020 15,419 122.98 0.68 ()
2021 44,700 2,305.05 11.70
2022 12,930 6,128.64 18.29
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asked the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization

and National Policies:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

() whether a concessionary loan scheme titled
“Riya Shakthi” had been launched for the
benefit of drivers who transport school
children;

(ii)  if so, the number of applications received to
date to obtain the loan;

(iii) out of them, the number of persons who
have already obtained the loan; and

(iv) whether the loan scheme will continue in
future as well?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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@) ©s1Cmev, erein?
asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:

(a)  Will he admit that -

(i) the number of no-pay leave and
employment desertions will drop when
driver and conductor recruitments are made
only from among the permanent residents
of the districts where vacancies are
available in depots of Sri Lanka Transport
Board;

(i) a productive and a quality service can be
obtained from them with the aforesaid
measures; and

(iii) the Sri Lanka Transport Board is able to

provide an efficient and competitive
passenger service with the aforesaid
measures?

(b) If so, will he inform this House of the reasons for
not making recruitments only from among the
permanent residents of the districts where driver
and conductor vacancies are available in depots of
Sri Lanka Transport Board?

(¢) Ifnot why?
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Women, Child Affairs and Social Empowerment for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs for report.
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Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha
Kumarasinghe. You have eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan. You have
eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you. The next speaker is the Hon. John
Seneviratne. You have eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have only two more minutes.
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(The Hon. John Seneviratne)

Sir, please give me three more minutes.

Goess Bwse® B WO OO @O 0®® mE DI
BnE Jved DO Bwe® ©wY PCWDOD Owvowad 8w
80 @dmIe 0wl BBO g¢ sDB® ¢dSm BFTOW
wOor aBilvewrsi® me gnd Beadmdr. a8 N vw
om0 8886 DICH BE. & VD Www 0w O RHB
Oxoma wecwy ©zNedd Bwm I® ¢ SEE @O
Boadmrydn. & e Bwee® mer. &Y & G o3d» evdsIm
8 »IFOe®O el 5O o D Beadmdr. e®ime, &
oG poewddme WO gdd®®» WOy DxeaBOEs a¢
300060 eNE1EID BFFOGE Beds Ben.

g Ded®, wvmnddd A s gn 83d BdDnd
DEBNEOD QRBWOD ©HBNDNJC DRWOWT Hwor®m BI®
e G0 Bedmdl. JBed #pe® 98 WO OB® wewo
ung 880008 e O u8&rem »ESTH, edege
BB HVEBNEOD Db8m 83090 ©n DvwmO OO
8P qemo On YA BEdD S 58O »EsT e®
000 g Hedns wme m6 0 ¥Rd Bedmo.

e® @Dedd »D mdme ©8 Buesimy don.
O du yox¥ Bo@ewn. § Com  godg
@clmed@sInd, & coav  08gd, odBe  acwd®
©58me0INd v 0¢dned®riny BeEE® Om ©E®
DO OO EEEMHHO A & Fwns) VW e® Sed
B200 B8 00dn), evde @gn A §¢E H3wImSD Omn
OB Ay, PeHDOEE endm g Y 3w dmn
©DxI®0 Rzy:.

8 WOROE qgOnod, Oy eInE wewr BOBY
3 CO® O 0® eDIed OO BwsIm 5.



247 208Ee@xInd 248

®0 Bewdss 0% e3wrsBn®)

(oreryflg Guwsseallsr rds sallereri jauiasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. John Seneviratne)

Sir, please give me one more minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Shehan Semasinghe. You have 13
minutes.
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is still in the evaluation process. So, once the evaluation
process is over, the officials will have to decide who is the
party that is going to supply gas to Sri Lanka.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne.
You have 10 minutes.

Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Hesha Withanage to the Chair?

®C sy eeemB8o® vm

(oressryifl @ Ceomesr Gleesrallysenr)

(The Hon. John Seneviratne)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Hesha Withanage do now
take the Chair.
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
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The next speaker is the Hon. Rohana Bandara. You
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The next speaker is the Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage.
You have eight minutes.
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Hon. State Minister, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. State Minister, your time is up. Please wind up.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva.
You have 14 minutes.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage, what is your point of
Order?
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, please continue with your
speech.
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I would just like to say that with many people from the
urban sector, many Sri Lankans in that matter, I have a
bone to pick. They all demonize the unions, especially the
tea estate unions, saying that we are the reason for those
people’s suffering; they say that we are the reason why
those people do not having anything, but that is not the
truth. All those who wish to know about that, come and
talk to me and I will explain it to you. Right now, the
people in the estate sector are suffering because of the
way they have been exploited by the RPCs. What did the
UN Special Rapporteur say? He had said that the
companies are following modern slavery methods. Do 1
look like somebody from such a company? Am I the
management? There are so many regional plantation
companies here. You look at the standards under which
those people are living. All the companies should be
ashamed of themselves!

O § o308 OIE o

(omevsrLLll@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTeH6rT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is up.

O 80573 @20530OBT Dwmn
(oresstfl@ efeustt G\ meuvTL LoT6DT)
(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

Can I take one more minute, Sir?

®C § e300 OB E o

(oreTLfl@ SewevemLESTRIGL o nilifleri Sjeuiss)/
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Okay.

®0 8057 @29530O5Y Dwmo

(omesstyLfl@ efeustt G\gmevorL_LomedT)

(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

All the companies have exploited the workers to a
whole nother level now. They think that just because the

trade unionists have not marketed this in English, they
can get away with it, but I am sorry, times have changed;
we have educated trade unionists coming up. We do not
have to sit and listen to whatever they have to say. So
shamelessly, the companies have mentioned, I believe in
the "Financial Times", that they have built 39,000 houses.
With whose money have they built the 39,000 houses? It
was with the money from the Government of Sri Lanka.
This is what they try to portray to the people of Sri
Lanka. All I am asking everybody here is to open your
eyes and see what the reality is. Just because we are a tea
estate union, it does not make us the same as the other
unions. We are not holding anyone hostage. Today, in the
Maskeliya Plantations, we have called for a trade union
action. As of last week, we are not sending out tea at all. |
would just like to reiterate that till our demands are met,
not one gram of tea would be sent out!

Lastly, I would also like to say that we are very happy
that the Animal Welfare Bill and a Bill relating to the
rights of the LGBTQI community are going to be
presented to Parliament and the Ceylon Workers’
Congress will support those wholeheartedly, unless it is
just eyewash. If it is eyewash, in that case, they can
forget about our support.

Thank you.
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Next, the Hon. Gamini Waleboda.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday,
22nd September 2022.
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