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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(Returned at the General Election, 05™ August, 2020)

A

Abegunawardhana, Rohitha Piyathissa Pahalage (Kalutara)
Abeysinghe, Ashoka (Kurunegala)

Abeywardana, Yapa Mahinda (Matara)

Abeywardena, Wajira (National List) [From 22nd July, 2022]
Adaikkalanathan, Selvam (Vanni)

Ahamed, Zenulabdeen Naseer (Batticaloa)

Alagiyawanna, Lasantha A. (Gampaha)

Alahapperuma, Dullas (Matara)

Alawathuwala, J.C. (Kurunegala)

Alles, Tiran (National List)

Aluthgamage, Mahindananda (Mahanuwara)

Amarasena, Thushara Indunil (Kurunegala)

Amarasuriya, Miss Harini (National List)

Amaraweera, Mahinda (Hambantota)

Amunugama, Dilum Suraj Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Appuhamy, Makevita Arachchige Don Hector Haijinas (Puttalam)
Arambepola, Mrs. Wijayapala Sri Narayana Wasala Bandaranayake Mohottalalage Seetha Kumari (National List)
Athaullah, Ahmad Lebbe Marikkar (Digamadulla)

Athukorala, Amarakeerthi (Polonnaruwa) [Died, 09th May, 2022]
Athukorala, Palawaththe Athukoralalage Kapila Nuwan (Trincomalee)
Athukorala, Mrs. Thalatha (Ratnapura)

Athukoralage, Kariyawasam Chaminda Sampath (Galle)

Attanayake, Attanayake Mudiyanselage Kudabanda Tissa (National List)

B
Balasuriya, Tharaka (Kegalle)
Bandara, Rajapakshe Wasala Tennakoon Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Bandara, Shantha (Kurunegala)
Bathiudeen, Abdul Rishad (Vanni)
Berugoda, Vijitha (Moneragala)

C

Cabraal, Ajith Nivard (National List) [Resigned on 13th September, 2021]
Chandrasena, S.M. (Anuradhapura)
Cumaratunga, Gevindu (National List)

Dasanayake, Don Arthur Chamara Sampath (Badulla)
Denipitiya, Sudarshana (Badulla)

De Silva, Agampodi Mohan Priyadarshana (Galle)

De Silva, Ginige Mahendra Harsha (Colombo)

De Silva, H.M. Piyal Nishantha (Kalutara)

De Silva, Nimal Siripala (Badulla)

De Silva, Shan Vijayalal (Galle)

Devananda, Douglas (Jaffna)

Dharmasena, Wijesingha Herath Mudiyanselage (Moneragala)
Dhileeban, Kulasingam (Vanni)

Dinushan, Denagama Vitharanage Chanaka (Hambantota)
Dissanayaka, Anura Kumara (Colombo)

Dissanayaka, Rohana (Matale)

Dissanayake, Duminda (Anuradhapura)

Dissanayake, Mayantha Yaswanth (National List)
Dissanayake, S.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Dissanayake, Mrs. Wijekoon Mudiyanselage Manjula Wijekoon (National List)
Dissanayake, Wimalaweera (Digamadulla)

Dodangoda, Isuru (Galle)

Dolawatte, Premnath C. (Colombo)

Dushmantha, H.R. Sarathi (Kegalle)
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Edirimanna, Arachchige Sanjeeva (Kalutara)
Ellawala, Akila (Ratnapura)
Ellawala, Lalith (Kalutara)

Faizal, Mohamed Cassim Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Faleel, Mohamed Marjan Azmi (National List)

Fernando, Arundika (Puttalam)

Fernando, Johnston (Kurunegala)

Fernanado, Kachchakaduge Nalin Ruwanjiwa (Gampaha)
Fernando, Nalaka Jude Hareen (National List)
Fernandopulle, Mrs. Perpetua Sudarshini (Gampaha)
Fonseka, Sarath (Gampaha)

Galappaththi, Upul Sanjeewa (Hambantota)

Gamage, Mrs. Diana (National List)

Gamalath, Siripala (Polonnaruwa)

Gammanpila, Udaya Prabhath (Colombo)

Ganesan, Mano (Colombo)

Godahewa, Nalaka (Gampaha)

Gunathilaka, Udayakantha (Kegalle)

Gunawardana, Bandula (Colombo)

Gunawardena, Dinesh Chandra Rupasingha (Colombo)
Gunawardena, Yadamini Narodama Rupasinghe (National List)
Gunawardene, Mrs. Kokila Harshani (Gampaha)

Hakeem, Abdul Rauff Hibathul (Mahanuwara)

Harees, Habeeb Mohamed Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Hashim, Kabir (Kegalle)

Hasim, Abdul Haleem Mohomed (Mahanuwara)
Herath, D.B. (Kurunegala)

Herath, Herath Mudiyanselage Charitha (National List)
Herath, Herath Mudiyanselage Vijitha (Gampaha)
Herath, Hitihami Appuhamilage Don Indika Anuruddha (Gampaha)
Herath, H.M. Samanpriya (Kurunegala)

Herath, Jayarathna (Kurunegala)

Herath, Kanaka (Kegalle)

Ishak, Abdul Rahuman (Anuradhapura)

Jayakody, Arachchilage Sisira (Gampaha)

Jayamaha, Nalin Bandara (Kurunegala)

Jayaratne, Anuradha (Mahanuwara)

Jayaratne, Piyankara (Puttalam)

Jayasekara, Dayasiri (Kurunegala)

Jayasekara, Halkandaliya Lekamalage Premalal (Ratnapura)
Jayasumana, Channa Sudath (Anuradhapura)

Jayathilake, Withana Pathiranage Milan Sajith (Gampaha)
Jayawardhana, Senadheerage Don Kavinda Heshan (Gampaha)
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Kajendren, Selvarajah (National List)

Kalai Arasan, Thavaraja (National List)

Kariyawasam, Haputhanthri Gamage Sagara (National List)

Karunakaram, Govinthan (Batticaloa)

Karunatilleka, Gayantha (Galle)

Kavirathna, Mrs. Jambugaha Pitiyegedara Rohini Kumari Wijerathna (Matale)
Kiriella, Lakshman Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Kirindigoda, Udayana Chaminda (Mahanuwara)

Kodithuwakku, Karunadasa (Matara)

Kottegoda, N. Nalaka Bandara (Matale)

Kumar, A. Aravindh (Badulla)

Kumar, Velu (Mahanuwara)

Kumara, Wadduwage Manju Lalith Varna (Kalutara) [From 30th November, 2021]
Kumarasinghe, Mrs. Geetha Samanmale (Galle)

Kumarasiri, K.P.S. (Anuradhapura)

Lanza, Antony Nimal (Gampaha)
Liyanage, Udagama Liyanage Waruna Priyantha (Ratnapura)
Lokuge, Gamini Kulawansha (Colombo)

M

Madduma Bandara, Ratnayake Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Mabharoof, Imran (Trincomalee)

Manjula, L.H. Sudath (Kegalle)

Mannapperuma, A. Ajith Kumara (Gampaha) [from 08th April, 2021]
Marikkar, S.M. (Colombo)

Markar, Imthiaz Bakeer (National List)

Masthan, Kader Kader (Vanni)

Mayadunna, Chinthaka Amal (Puttalam)

Muszhaaraff, Safiul Muthunabeen Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Muzammil, Mohomad (National List)

Nanayakkara, Maligaspe Koralege Nalin Manusha (Galle)
Nanayakkara, Vasudeva (Ratnapura)

Nandasena, H. (Anuradhapura)

Navarathna, Asanka Samithajeewa (Kurunegala)

Nawananda, Gayashan (Moneragala)

Nelson, Hewa Gajaman Paththinige Kins Kumar (Polonnaruwa)
Nirmalanathan, Iruthayanathan Charles (Vanni)

Nishantha, Sanath (Puttalam)

Noharathalingam, S. (Vanni)

Pasqual, Anupa Pium (Kalutara)

Pathirana, Akalanka Buddhika Uditha Dedduwa (Matara)

Pathirana, Ramesh (Galle)

Peiris, Gamini Lakshman (National List)

Perera, Bodiyabaduge Dilan Priyanjan Anslem (Badulla)

Perera, Kasadoruge Sujith Sanjaya (Kegalle)

Perera, Ketagoda Gamage Jayantha (National List) [Resigned on 06th July, 2021] [Reappointed on 17th
September, 2021]

Perera, Kulappu Arachchige Don Dhammika (National List) [From 10th June, 2022]
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Perera, Nanayakkara Warnakula Patabendige Niroshan Eardley Priyantha (Puttalam)
Piyathissa, Nimal (Nuwara Eliya)

Ponnambalam, Gajenthirakumar Gankesar (Jaffna)

Premadasa, Sajith (Colombo)

Premajayantha, Achchige Don Susil (Colombo)

Premarathne, Uddika (Anuradhapura)

Prishanthi, Mrs. Muditha (Ratnapura)

Priyantha, Ashoka (Puttalam)

Pushpakumara, A.P. Jagath (Moneragala)

Radhakrishnan, Velusamy (Nuwara Eliya)

Raghavan, Surendra (National List)

Raheem, Abdul Ali Sabri Mohamed (Puttalam)

Rahuman, Mohomed Mujibur (Colombo)

Rajakaruna, Harshana Supun (Gampaha)

Rajapaksa, Basil Rohana (National List) [From 07th July, 2021] [Resigned on 09th June, 2022]
Rajapaksa, Chamal (Hambantota)

Rajapaksa, Mahinda (Kurunegala)

Rajapaksa, Namal (Hambantota)

Rajapaksa, Shasheendra (Moneragala)

Rajapakse, Ajith (Hambantota)

Rajapaksha, Gunathilaka (Mahanuwara)

Rajapaksha, Rajapaksha Pathirannehelage Upul Mahendra (Gampaha)
Rajapakshe, Raja Manthreelage Thilak (Digamadulla)

Rajapakshe, Wijeyadasa (Colombo)

Ramanathan, Angajan (Jaffna)

Ramanayake, A.A. Ranjan Leo Sylvester (Gampaha) [Membership terminated according to Supreme Court Decision of 12th January, 2021]
Rambukwella, Keheliya (Mahanuwara)

Rameshwaran, Marudapandy (Nuwara Eliya)

Ranasinghe Arachchige, Roshan Anuruddha (Polonnaruwa)

Ranatunga, Prasanna (Gampaha)

Ranawaka, Achchige Patali Champika (Colombo)

Ranawaka, Nipuna (Matara)

Ranaweera, Bulathwalage Prasanna (Gampaha)

Rasamanickam, Shanakiyan Rahul Rajaputhiran (Batticaloa)

Rathana Thero, Ven.Athuraliya (National List) [From 18th December, 2020]
Rathnasekara, Basnayaka Yasarathnalage Gunapala (Kurunegala)
Rathnayaka, Kumarasiri (Moneragala)

Rathnayake, R.M.C.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Rathwaththe, Lohan (Mahanuwara)

Sabry, Mohomed Uwais Mohomed Ali (National List)
Samarasinghe, Mahinda Buddhadasa (Kalutara) [Resigned on 25th November, 2021]
Samaraweera, Jayantha (Kalutara)

Samarawickrama, S. Jagath (Polonnaruwa) [From 17th May, 2022]
Sampanthan, Rajavarothiam (Trincomalee)

Santhirakanthan, Sivanesathurai (Batticaloa)

Semasinghe, Asanka Shehan (Anuradhapura)

Senarathne, Rajitha (Kalutara)

Seneviratne, John (Ratnapura)

Shritharan, Sivagnanam (Jaffna)

Sirisena, Maithreepala (Polonnaruwa)

Sithadthan, Dharmalingam (Jaffna)

Siyambalapitiya, Ranjith (Kegalle)

Sumanthiran, Mathiaparanan Abraham (Jaffna)

Sumithraarachchi, Jagath Kumara (Colombo)
Suresh, Vadivel (Badulla)
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Tennakoon, Premitha Bandara (Matale)
Thennakoon, Janaka Bandara (Matale)
Thigambaram, Palani (Nuwara Eliya)

Thisakutti Arachchige, Chaminda Janaka (Badulla)
Thondaman, Jeevan (Nuwara Eliya)

Thowfeek, Muhamedu Shariff (Trincomalee)

Udayakumar, Mailvaganam (Nuwara Eliya)
Udukumbura, U.K. Sumith (Kurunegala)
Undugoda, Rupasinghage Pradeep Saman Kumara (Colombo)

A%
Vidanagamage, Amith Thenuka (Badulla)
Vitarana, Tissa (National List)
Viyalanderan, Sathasivam (Batticaloa)

W

Wakkumbura, Janaka (Ratnapura)

Waleboda, Gamini (Ratnapura)

Wanniarachchi, Mrs. Pavithradevi (Ratnapura)

Wedaarachchi, Dilip (Hambantota)

Weerakkody, Chandima (Galle)

Weerasekera, Sarath (Colombo)

Weerasingha, D. (Digamadulla)

Weerasinghe, Gamage Haththotuwa Weerasumana (Matara)
Weerasinghe, Jayantha (National List)

Weerawansa, Wimal (Colombo)

Welgama, Kumara (Kalutara)

Wickramanayaka, Vidura (Kalutara)

Wickramaratne, Eran (National List)

Wickramasinghe, Mrs. Rajika (Kegalle)

Wickremesinghe, Ranil (National List) [From 18th June, 2021] [Elected to Office of President on 20th July, 2022]
Wigneswaran, Canagasabapathy Viswalingam (Jaffna)
Wijesekera, Kanchana (Matara)

Wijesiri, Lokugasthota Vitharanage Chaminda (Badulla)
Wijesundara, Wijesundara Mudiyanselage Rohana Bandara (Anuradhapura)
Withana, M.W.D. Sahan Pradeep (Gampaha)

Withanage, Ankumbura Arachchige Heshan Vijaya (Ratnapura)
Withanage, Madhura (Colombo)

Yapa, Anura Priyadharshana (Kurunegala)
Yapabandara, Wasantha (Mahanuwara)
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Minister of Foreign Affairs — The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry
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Minister of Public Security — The Hon. Tiran Alles
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Miss A.P.K.K.P. Thilakaratne, Mrs. M.E.K.K. Fernando, Mrs. E.A.N.M. Edirisinghe (Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs. A.LB. Weeratunga,
Mrs. D.R.A.M.D. Sewwanthi, Mr. T.G. Balasuriya, Mr. T. H. S. U. Thirimanna., Mr. D.A.M. Baddewithana (Parliamentary Officers)

CATERING ACCOUNTS OFFICE — Mr. LM.A K. Idirisinghe (Assistant Parliamentary Officer)
SENIOR STORES OFFICER — Mr. K.D. Kapila

RECEIVING OFFICER — Mr. B. K. Sampath

SHROFF — Mr. M.G.N.G. Dharmasena

STOREKEEPER (TECHNICAL) - Mr. M.P.P. G. Silva

PURCHASING OFFICER — Mr. A E.S.P. Perera

STOREKEEPER —

DEPARTMENT OF THE CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER

CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER — Mr. D.L.D. Adikari

DEPUTY CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER — Mr. K. K. D. Hannadi

SENIOR CHIEF INSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL) — Mr. W.G.W.M.P.P.B. Weerakoon
CHIEF INSPECTOR (CIVIL) — Mr. C.S. Balasooriya

SENIOR INSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. S.S. Elvitigala

INSPECTOR (CIVIL) - Mr. C. U. B. Gamage

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OFFICER — Mrs. A.L.A.U. Amarasinghe

SENIOR TECHNICAL OFFICER (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. W.R.A. de Mel, Mr. P.W.A.U.K. Dayaratne, Mr. P.R. Karunathilake, Mr. P.A.S. Lalith
Kumara

TECHNICAL OFFICER (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. N.D.C.D. Kannangara, Mr. N.M.S.S. Nawarathne
TECHNICAL OFFICER (CIVIL) - Mrs. H.D. Jayakody, Mr. P. R. Wickramaarachchi



CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING DEPARTMENT

DIRECTOR (CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES) - Mr. R. H. Edirisinghe
EXECUTIVE CHEF - Mr. L.K.C.S. Gajanayake

EXECUTIVE HOUSEKEEPER - Mr. D.D.I. Thushara

F & B MANAGER - Mr. K.M.H. Nalin Rodrigo

DEPUTY F & B MANAGER - Mr. W. S. S. Perara

SOUS CHEF - Mr. D.M.M.M.B. Ulapane

ASSISTANT HOUSEKEEPER - Mr. M.D. Perera

RESTAURANT MANAGERS - Mr. K.A A. Jayantha, Mr. L.P. Perera, Mr. K.A.D.A. Wijesiri, Mr. M. K. N. Daminda, Mr. K.S. Sumanaweera, Mr.
M.G.U. Jayasiri, Mr. S.A.N. Senadheera

GARDEN SUPERVISOR — Mr. R.M.J. Rajapaksha
SENIOR HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISORS - Mr. M.D.E.M.N. Karunarathna, Mr. K.N. Basnayake, Mr. S.D. Rathnasiri
HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISORS — Mr. G.R.S.K.D. Gamlath, Mr. B.D. Pushpakumara

F & B SUPERVISORS - Mr. BM.C. Perera, Mr. G.D. Anil, Mr. W. N. R. Wijewardena, Mr. D. H. B. B. Pathamasiri, Mr. N. W. M. Turin, Mr. H.
D. T. Priyantha, Mr. A.D.D.S. Gunasekara, Mr. S.J. Gamage, Mr. H.R.K.S.K.Peiris, Mr. W.D.S.R.Kumara, Mr. J.A.S.K. Jayakody, Mr. D.S.
Rohana, Mr. U.A.D. Nishantha

KITCHEN STEWARDING SUPERVISOR - Mr. G.A. Wijesinghe
CHEF-DE-PARTIE - Mr. P.R. Wijesinghe, Mr. B.T.R. Hewamana , Mr. R.P. Helambage, Mr. M.W.W.M.P.C.C. Walgama,

LEADING COOKS - Mr. J.M.R. Premalal, Mr. K.D. Piyasiri, Mr. D.A.A. Amarathunga, Mr. H. Wijesiri, Mr. A.A.D. Suranga, Mr. K.V.A.
Jayawardene, Mr. W.R.G.A.P. Patrick, Mr. R M.M. Srimal, Mr. G.S.P. Suraweera, Mr. B.A.P. Pushpakumara

SENIOR ASSISTANT PARLIAMENTARY OFFICER - Mr. M.M. Dharmasena

DEPARTMENT OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES

DIRECTOR (LEGISLATIVE SERVICES) - Mr. H.E. Janakantha Silva

TABLE OFFICE - Mr. M.J. Perera, Mr. M.M.M. Mabrook (Assistant Directors - Administration); Mr. P.H. Kumarasinghe, Mr. K.R. Herath
(Principal Officers); Mrs. V.P.G.S. Vidanapathirana, Mr. R.A.R.L. Ranawaka (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. A.C.F. Nusrath, Mrs. A.N.D.
Gunarathna (Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs. H.E.C. Silva, Mr. U.P.BM. Undugoda, Miss E.H. Jayaweera, Mr. K.D.G.M. Krisantha
(Parliamentary Officers)

BILLS OFFICE - Mr. D.D.U.K. Munasinghe (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. A.S. De Silva (Principal Officer); Mr. J. Naseerdeen
(Deputy Principal Officer); Mrs. K.C.K. Peiris, Mrs. R.A.D.N. Geyowanee (Assistant Principal Officers); Mr. J.T.L.P. Sameera, Miss. D.R.K.
Ranasinghe (Parliamentary Officers)

COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. C.I. Dissanayake, (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. K. P. Chandana (Principal Officer); Mrs. U. N. Panditha
(Deputy Principal Officer); Mr. R.C. Wijeyathilake, Mr. D.G.M.S.M. Dehigahalanda, Mrs. W.M.L.M. Weerasinghe (Assistant Principal Officers);
Mrs. H.N. Fernandopulle (Parliamentary Officer)

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND PUBLIC ENTERPRISES COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. N.S. Wickramarathne, Mrs. A.C.P. Suriyapperuma
(Assistant Directors - Administration); Mrs. C.M. Bulathsinhala, Mrs. C.M. Subashinghe (Principal Officers); Mrs. B.J. Abeysinghe, Mr. S.A.M.
Shaheed (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. G.R.U. Gamage, Mrs. W. L. S. D. de Alwis, Mr. KM.G.K. Jayawardana, Mrs. U.M.S. Prabashini
(Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs. J.M.S. Nirmani, Miss G.K.C. Thilakarathna, Mrs. R.C. Kulathilaka, Mrs. G.M.H.S. Gamlath, Miss. H.M.D.

Lakmali , Mrs. M. S. Bandulahewa (Parliamentary Officers)

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. K.T.C.K. Peiris (Assistant Director - Administration); Miss. S.R.M.H.G. Samaradiwakara
(Principal Officer); Mrs. S.W.T.R. de Silva, Mrs. J.A.D. Jayasinghe (Deputy Principal Officers); Mr. K.T.L.A. Chandrasiri (Assistant principal
Officer); Mrs. B.S. Rangika, (Parliamentary Officer)

MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mr. A.AS.P. Perera (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. W.W.N.N.C.
Fernando, (Principal Officer); Mrs. M. K. S. D. Alwis, Mrs. LK. Samarasekera, Mrs. D.V.O. Weerakoon (Deputy Principal Officers); Miss
R.M.D.K. Priyadarshani (Assistant Principal Officer); Miss D.I.T. Sarathchandra (Parliamentary Officer)

LIBRARIAN - Mr. S.L. Siyath Ahemed

DEPUTY LIBRARIAN - Miss. K.D.S. Wijenayake

ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN - Mr. G. Ratnayake

JUNIOR ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN GRADE I - Mr. W.A. Gunarathna

JUNIOR ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN - Mr. H.A.S.S. Perera

CHIEF RESEARCH OFFICER - Mrs. G.R.A. Godagama

SENIOR RESEARCH OFFICERS- Mr. M. Ajiwadeen, Mrs. P.L.T. Erandathi

RESEARCH OFFICERS - Mrs. RN.H. Wijayathilaka, Mrs. H.P.A.S. Abeykoon, Mr. V. Muralithas
CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETER - Mr. W.M.U. Bandara

DEPUTY CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. J.A.S.P. Perera, Mr. C.J. Karunaratne
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SENIOR PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. K.D.R. Padmasiri, Mr. A. Saravanabavanandan, Mr. A.G. Mohamed Fiqrhi, Mr. G.F.B.
Sureshwaran, Mrs. N.B.C.J. Nissanga, Mrs. H.V.S. Heendeniya, Mr. P.L.P.L. Kumarasiri, Mr. P. Shanthakumar, Mr. S. Rameshkumar, Mrs. R.
Vasanthi Perera, Mr. M. Ajithkumar, Mr. M.H.M. Ramis, Mrs. A.L.A.D. Thiumini, Mr. E.A. Amarasena, Mr. E.M.N.S.M. Ekanayake

PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. D.D.V.N. Dhammage, Mr. M.Z.M. Azka, Mr. M.I.M. Fazi, Mr. N.J. Wickramage, Mr. P.M.A.
Hussain, Mr. B.M. Razeel, Mr. S. Pradeep

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND MANAGEMENT

DIRECTOR (INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND MANAGEMENT) - Mr. HM.C. Perera
SYSTEMS ENGINEER - Mr. N.B.U. Nawagamuwa

SYSTEMS ANALYST - Mr. C.J. Willoraarachchi

COMMUNICATION / SECURITY ENGINEER - Mr. G.N. Lakmahal

SYSTEMS DESIGNER - Mr. M.N.C. Wickramasinghe

SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR - Mr. A.S.D.M. Wickramaratne

WEB AND NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR - Mr. N.G.L.S. Karunathilaka

DATA BASE ADMINISTRATOR- Mr. N.M.P.U. Premachandra

SENIOR COMPUTER PROGRAMMERS- Mr. D. Panditha, Miss P.M.M. Chandima
COMPUTER PROGRAMMER - Mrs. S.A.A.B. Athukorala

SENIOR WEB EDITOR (SINHALA/ ENGLISH) - Mr. U.L. Geeganage

SENIOR WEB EDITOR (ENGLISH/ TAMIL) - Mr. M.N.M. Shifaq

SENIOR ASSISTANT COMPUTER PROGRAMMER - Mrs. P.L.I.G. Cooray
SENIOR HELP DESK CO-ORDINATOR - Mrs. B.N.H. Thissera

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OFFICER - Mr. W.V.R. Wickramaratne

SENIOR COMPUTER OPERATORS - Mrs. P. Jehanya, Mr. J.S. Colombage, Mrs. K.G.S. Sewwandhi, Mr. W.H.U.D. Piyatunga,
Mr. N.D.D.P. Premasiri, Mr. K.P.P.S. Romawardana, Mrs. W.D.A. Jayarukshi, Mr. L.G. Ashiq Aly, Mr. A.R.M. Rikaz Ali, Mr. A.M. Fowsul
Ameen

SENIOR COMPUTER TECHNICIANS - Mr. G.M.T. Perera, Mr. H.S. Sathyajith
SENIOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS - Mr. V.R.S.J. Somaratne, Mr. W.S. Suranga

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION

PUBLIC OUTREACH OFFICER - Mrs. Y.L.R. Nootan

MEDIA OFFICER (STILL AND VIDEO PHOTOGRAPHY) - Mr. U.G.N. Duminda
PUBLIC OUTREACH OFFICE COORDINATOR (TAMIL) - Mr. S. Jeyaprakash
MEDIA OFFICE COORDINATOR (SINHALA) - Mr. S.A.SK. Silva
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The Hon. Members, pursuant to Proclamation of 28th July. 2022,
assembled in the Chamber of Parliament at 10.25 a.m.
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The Honourable President's Procession entered the Chamber at
10.30 a.m. and the Honourable President took the Chair at 10.31 a.m. in

terms of Article 33(b) of the Constitution.
M. Speaker took his seat below the Chair.
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Whereupon the Secretary-General of Parliament read the following
Proclamation of the Honourable President.
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PART I: SECTION (I) — GENERAL

Proclamations & C., by the President

PROCLAMATION BY THE HON. PRESIDENT

RANIL WICKREMESINGHE

KNOW YE that by virtue of the powers vested in me by Article 70 of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka, I, Ranil Wickremesinghe, President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, do by this Proclamation,
prorogue Parliament with effect from midnight of the Twenty Eighth day of July, Two Thousand and Twenty Two and hereby
fix the Third day of August, Two Thousand and Twenty Two, at 10.30 a.m.for the commencement of the next session and
summon Parliament to meet in the Chamber of Parliament, Sri Jayewardenapura.

Given at Colombo, on this 28th day of July, Two Thousand and Twenty Two.

By Command of the Hon. President,

E. M. S. B. EKANAYAKE,
Secretary to the President.
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" If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster

And treat those two impostors just the same;

If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,

And stoop and build’em up with worn-out tools:

- You’ll be a Man, my son! "
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“If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster

And treat those two impostors just the same;

If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And stoop and build’em up with worn-out tools:

12

- you’ll be a Man, my son
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ENGLISH TEXT OF THE ADDRESS TO

PARLIAMENT BY THE HONOURABLE PRESIDENT

Hon. Speaker, I was elected as the President on the
20™ of last month, having secured the trust of the
majority of the Members of Parliament. Today, I am
addressing you for the first time as the President.

This House represents the various communities of
Sri Lanka. Whether you are Sinhalese, Tamil, Muslim,
Burgher or from any other ethnic group, you are
gathering here as the Parliament of Sri Lanka.

Representatives of the Parliament were elected by
people belonging to the various ethnic groups.
However, we are all Sri Lankans, no matter which
ethnic group we represent.

Today, I am addressing you as the President of
every Sri Lankan citizen.

Our country consists of communities belonging to
different cultures, following different religions and
speaking different languages. I defend the right of all
of you to maintain cultural practices, follow your
religious beliefs and to use your language.

I am also constitutionally bound to give Buddhism
the foremost place and accordingly, protect and foster
the Buddhasasana, while assuring all other religions in
the country their rights.

We have been blessed with an ancient legacy not
only religiously, culturally and socially, but also
economically. It has been nurtured by different
cultures. That is how the concept of “Satharawaram
Deviwaru” is related to the Buddhist culture. Today,
we are entrusted with the responsibility of building the
future based on these ancient legacies.

I took over a country that was in disaster. Severe
economic crisis on one side, massive public opposition
on the other. However, I decided to accept this critical
challenge, on behalf of my people and the country,
based on the premise that it is my duty to light even
one lamp for the country rather than cursing the
darkness.

Today, we are facing an unprecedented situation
that our country had never faced in recent history. We
are in great danger. The country could be extricated
and secured from that danger only if we all face this
challenge together as one people. It is vital that the
Honorable Members of this Parliament as well as the
entire populace contribute with their own strength
towards the effort of nation building.

The expectation of all the citizens of the country at
this juncture is for all their Representatives in
Parliament to work together in order to build the
country. If we come together, we will be able to
invigorate the nation. If we divide, it will not only
harm the people’s Representatives, but the entire
nation.

Therefore, 1 once again request all parties
representing the people in this Parliament to unite in
the formation of an All-Party Government. I
respectfully extend the hand of friendship to all of
you. I confidently invite you to put aside the past and
come together for the sake of the country. I have
already initiated discussions with political parties in
forming an All-Party Government.

Certain parties had declared that they would
consider my programme and give their consent to
form the All-Party Government. I wish to make my
observations in this regard. An All-Party Government
is not a government that acts on the sole opinion of
one party. It is a government that comprises the views
of all parties within a common policy framework and
implemented after decisions are made.

I wish to reiterate to this House the importance of
an All-Party Government in order to resolve this crisis
and establish stability in an expeditious manner.

Due to the collapse of the economy, our country
also suffered a political crisis. Why did our economy
collapse in this manner?

We have been debating for two or three decades
on how our economic system should be. In 1977, a
new economic regime was introduced to our country.
However, we failed to modernize and adjust with
time. Without focusing on modernization of the
economy, we were engaged in competitive, short-
sighted and destructive narrow politics. Unfavourable
international economic factors brought about by the
Ukraine war and the collapse of the world's major
economies due to the COVID pandemic exacerbated
and complicated our crisis.

Due to all those reasons, our country totally
declined. The people have been suffering severe
hardship.

We have now initiated the process of
revitalization. We have now minimized power cuts;
we are in the process of bringing fertilizer required for
cultivation. There is no shortage of gas and soon,
everyone would be able to obtain it without queuing.
Safety measures have been taken to avoid food
shortages. Bringing essential drugs and medical
equipment to the hospitals have been initiated.
Schools have been re-opened. Measures are being
taken to overcome the impediments faced by the
industries and the export sector.

I wish to specially mention the assistance provided
by India, our closest neighbour, in our efforts for
economic revitalization. The Government of India,
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under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has given us a breath of life. On behalf of my
people and that of my own, I convey our gratitude to
Prime Minister Modi, the Government and the people
of India.

Presently, the immediate requirement before us is
fuel. While appreciating international assistance in
addressing the fuel shortage, it is timely that we now
initiate a system for such importation from our own
export income and foreign remittances. We also have
to limit selected imports in order to balance the
payments for fuel. On the other hand, fuel supply has
to be curtailed. These hardships would need to be
borne until the end of this year. Due to the economic
crisis, we are facing various difficulties. I look
forward to the support of the nation to rid the country
of these troubles.

We need to move towards long-term solutions in
order to overcome these difficulties. A strong
foundation needs to be laid as not to repeat this kind of
economic crisis in our country. The economy should
be modernized. Economic stability should be
established and transformed into a competitive export
economy. In this context, we are now preparing the
necessary reports, plans, rules and regulations, laws
and programmes.

I now seek to explain the planning framework,
which will be the basis for the country’s future
journey. Within this framework, detailed information
about the programmes we are implementing will be
presented through the Interim Budget and the 2023
Budget to be presented to Parliament.

As a preliminary step, we initiated negotiations
with the International Monetary Fund - IMF - on a
four-year programme. We would continue those
discussions from this month. It is our expectation to
conclude the staff-level negotiations expeditiously and
successfully.

The finalization of the debt-restructuring plan has
commenced in collaboration with Lazard and Clifford
Chance, who are international financial and legal
experts. We would submit this plan to the International
Monetary Fund in the near future and negotiate with
the countries who provided loan assistance.
Subsequently, negotiations with private creditors
would also begin to arrive at a consensus.

We are also looking at formulating necessary
policies, rules and regulations and programmes to
strengthen the export economy. Our economic legacy
is based on foreign trade. From the ancient times, Sri
Lanka was known worldwide as a major economic
hub located on the Maritime Silk Road - MSR - and
was identified as the “Granary of the East”. Sri Lanka
was the centre that distributed rice from the entire
region across the world.

Our ultimate goal is to re-establish that past legacy
to create a strong and developed green economy. It has

been recognized that climate change is a monumental
issue facing the future world. We need to create a
strong economy that can address climate change. As
King Maha Parakramabahu said, we should ensure
that we do not waste even a single drop of water that
falls from the sky.

As a result of the economic crisis we are facing
today, the income disparity in the society is widening.
The middle class is shrinking. On the other hand,
businesses and industries are facing serious
challenges, exacerbated by the loss of employment.

The amount of remittances sent by migrant
workers to Sri Lanka has dropped for several reasons.
With the COVID epidemic, much employment was
terminated and people’s travel abroad for jobs became
limited. Due to the artificial control of the rupee, it
became more advantageous to transfer money to Sri
Lanka through other means. Presently, this situation is
gradually changing and we are taking measures to
encourage remittances to Sri Lanka through the
banking system.

Tourists mostly come from the month of August.
Necessary initiatives are being taken to attract more
tourists to Sri Lanka.

We confirm the rights of the people. Freehold
deeds are being granted to government-licensed
landholders. Ownership of the houses are granted to
those who are living in government housing schemes.
Programmes are being implemented to solve the
issues of the upcountry Tamil Sri Lankan community.

In the effort of stabilizing the economy, we pay
close attention towards the less privileged of the
society. Avenues for the entrepreneurs of the country
to come forward through their skills are being
expanded.

I am committed to making effective changes for
the future of the society. The foundation is being
prepared to rekindle the middle class. Benefits are
distributed fairly to the entire society through a social
market economy. I am taking measures to establish a
Social Justice Commission for this purpose.

Four or five decades ago, there was an economic
concept of State enterprises. However, it is now
widely accepted that this concept is ineffective. Even
former socialist countries now encourage private
enterprises. If our country continues to nurture State-
owned, loss-making enterprises, the country will take
a further downturn. Therefore, we have to make
policy decisions on getting rid of such enterprises.

However, I am of the view that before the end of
the 21* Century, the Indo-Pacific Region will be the
most powerful economic domain in the world. In this
context, the strategic geographical location of our
country is extremely important. We should make best
use of this favourable position. Bearing this in mind,
our future corporate laws and policies should be
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formulated. A country cannot be sustained by taking
loans and therefore, should reduce the borrowings to
the extent possible. Therefore, I am joining with you,
Hon. Members of Parliament, in compiling rules and
regulations and policies which will allow our country
to get maximum benefit from the Indian Ocean-centric
new economic power.

I urge all parties to get rid of traditional thinking in
striving to build the Sri Lankan nation. Some groups
stand idle while taking commercial loans at high
interest rates and oppose investments that are
beneficial to the country.

The enormous loss caused to our country due to
the opposition to foreign investments because of
hearsay without checking cannot be qualified.
However, people are aware of the losses caused to the
country due to corruption and fraud. I will mention a
few examples.

When we tried to develop the oil tank complex in
Trincomalee together with India, it was stated that Sri
Lanka would be a sell-out to India, and that
development project was halted. If, at that time, we
were allowed to develop the oil tank complex, today,
people would not have to spend many days in queues
for fuel.

Even when the “Suva Seriya” ambulance service
was initiated, a similar objection was raised. Some
doctors held press conferences stating that if the
patient comes to the hospital by the “Suva Seriya”
ambulance service, deaths will occur. However, we
somehow initiated the “Suva Seriya” service and
thereby, thousands of lives have been saved.

When Japan offered to establish the Light Rail
Transit - LRT - and develop the Container Terminal in
the Port, it was opposed by giving a number of
baseless reasons. Therefore, our country lost more
than US Dollars 3 billion in investments. Regrettably,
the traditional friendship between Japan and Sri Lanka
has been adversely affected.

The late Hon. Shinzo Abe, former Prime Minister
of Japan, who was a close friend of Sri Lanka, took the
initiative to offer us those projects. Sadly, he was
killed recently. At this moment, I wish to transfer
merit to Hon. Abe, according to our religious beliefs.

In order to strengthen our journey towards a
developmental economy, we should examine the past.
Why did our economy fall into such a low level? Why
did we inherit negative results? Was it due to mistakes
made by individuals? Or due to policy deficiencies?
How were individuals allowed to manipulate the
economy as they wished? Can the economic policy of
a country vary from person to person? Is it favourable
for the country or else harmful to change policies from
time to time?

We have examined this situation in depth. As a
remedy, we are preparing a National Economic Policy
for the next 25 years. It lays the foundation for a
social market economic system, securing development
for the poor and underprivileged groups and
encouraging small and medium entrepreneurs.

Our aim is to create a surplus in the primary
Budget by the year 2025. Our effort is to raise the
economic growth rate to a stable stage in order to
establish a solid economic foundation by the year
2026. Currently, public debt is 140 per cent of the
Gross Domestic Product - GDP. Our plan is to bring
this down to less than 100 per cent by the year 2032.

If we build the country, the nation and the
economy through the National Economic Policy, we
would be able to become a fully developed country by
the year 2048, when we celebrate the 100"
Anniversary of Independence.

When I draw long-term plans in this manner, some
ridicule me. Yes, I am not like other politicians. I have
long-term plans. My planning in not for my own
betterment, but for the young generation of today. I
clearly know that I would not eat the fruit of the tree
that [ plant. But tomorrow, our children of the future
generations will enjoy the fruit.

I would also like to make special reference to the
Foreign Policy of our country. Due to the instability
of the Foreign Policy, we faced many disadvantages
and setbacks in the international arena. I will change
this situation. All countries of the world are our
friends. We have no enemies. We do not belong to
any group. I will ensure the adoption of a cordial and
friendly Foreign Policy with all countries.

I have already emphasized that a number of social
and political reforms should be made in parallel with
the economic growth policies in order to build a
prosperous Sri Lanka. The people of the country is
looking forward to an extensive political reform
process.

What has happened today? Reliance of people on
the political system and politicians has broken.
Expectations of the people regarding the State
mechanism have been exhausted. This is the reason
for the activists to demand a change in the system.

I will take measures to make the change required
to build the Sri Lankan nation. I will implement social
and political reforms requested by the nation with the
cooperation of all the citizen.

The struggle that started all over Colombo
expecting a system change was later centralized in the
Galle Face. This was expanded to several major cities
in the Island. This struggle was conducted on a non-
violent basis and in a creative manner. These activists
did not commit any act of violence. Therefore,
families joined the struggle to express their protests.
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Parents were not afraid even to bring children to the
places of protest.

Protesters once digitally illuminated the walls of
the Presidential Secretariat without any harm.
Although, later, this non-violence was suppressed and
violence emerged with certain politicized groups
becoming stakeholders. By indulging in violence, the
protests turned towards terrorism.

I do not allow violence and terrorism. However, I
will protect non-violence and democracy. Peaceful
struggle is a fundamental right. I accept those rights.

Some groups are trying to spread a huge
propaganda through social media that I am hunting
down the protesters. But, it is not true. I will not allow
any kind of prejudice to the peaceful activists. I will
establish an office to protect the peaceful protesters
and support them.

If any injustice occurs to a peaceful activist, that
person can call the 24-hour dedicated line and file a
complaint. A Committee headed by a retired judge
will examine the complaints and take necessary
measures, accordingly.

If there are individuals who have participated in
such illegal activities either unknowingly or due to the
influence of others, a plan will be prepared to act
sympathetically towards them. However, if there are
individuals who intentionally violate the law and
engage in violent and terrorist acts, legal action will be
taken against them. I will not allow anyone to act
outside the law. The law is the same for you, me and
everyone.

The law will be applied equally to the people who
attacked the peaceful protesters on 09™ May, 2022 and
those who are engaging in violence and terrorism
under the guise of the struggle. I will ensure that there
is no political intervention in this process.

There are groups spreading violence near fuel
stations. Complaints are being received about people
breaking the queue by force, without allowing the
people who have been in the queue for days to obtain
fuel. Such unruly conduct cannot be allowed. The
limited amount of fuel that we can provide must be
fairly distributed. I have directed the Inspector General
of Police to strictly enforce the law against people who
interfere with queues.

A number of major Buddhist and Hindu religious
festivals are held in the month of August. These
festivals are one of the reasons for increasing the
tourist arrivals in this month. Although, some groups
are trying to disrupt those festivals by creating a
turbulent background in the country. The security
forces are keeping an eye on such behavior. I request
everyone not to fall into such traps that contribute to
destroy the future of the country.

Currently, places have been allocated by the
Colombo and Kandy Municipal Councils for peaceful
protests. Municipal councils are also acting in order to
provide the necessary facilities for the activists who
are protesting in those places. So, I kindly request the
people not to stay in unauthorized places anymore and
therefore, request the peaceful strugglers to vacate the
unauthorized places and assist to maintain law and
order. We look forward to your support in building
the Sri Lankan nation.

A protest was held in Batticaloa in concurrence
with the Galle Face Struggle. A walk to the Gandhi
Statue was organized daily. A statement made by
Tashi Chodap, a Tibetan Thero who joined this
struggle, was quoted in an article written by a female
activist in our country. I would like to quote that
statement.

“You re-confirm your participation by joining this
walk. Protest in a different way. Through the
participation express your opinion about what is
happening today. You have chosen to be alert in this
moment of crisis. Not that suffering alone. We know
that one crisis cannot be solved by another. The crisis
can only be resolved through unity."

As stated by Tashi Chodap Thero, I re-emphasize
to this House that we all should solve this crisis
together and in unity. Let us get together; let us make
the social, economic and political changes needed for
the 21% Century.

I would like to draw attention to several factors
therein. How should we proceed forward by solving
these crises? What are the responsibilities of political
parties in that journey? Can we go on this journey,
trapped in our traditional political thinking?

We have to think anew about the political party
system. The activities of the parties should be
reorganized in a manner that suits the future. Should
we continue to think of politics today in the same
way? Political education should be seriously
considered.

In the year 1977, we were able to create a new
economy that accomplished a number of our
expectations and hopes as youths. Now, the absolute
contribution of our youth should provide to create a
new economy appropriate for the future. Their skills
should not be limited to a protest venue. We should
create opportunities to utilize their creative skills for
the future of the country. In the upcoming elections,
more youth should come to this Parliament. The next
election should be the term of the youth.

I consider the creation of a new Constitution with
new attitudes in order to provide space for youth is
one of the main priority tasks.

At present, the President has the full right to
appoint the members of the Election Commission, the
Public Service Commission, the Police Commission,
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the Judicial Service Commission etc. I directly say that
it is not a favourable condition for democracy. We
should change that condition. Presently, it has
inherited more power to the President than a previous
King of Sri Lanka. It should be changed immediately.

The President of a country does not have to be a
King or a God who is exalted above the people. He or
she is one of the citizens. Therefore, separate flags,
separate logos, separate honour awards should not be
consecrated. I have already taken some necessary
measures and will continue to do so.

As an initiative of the political reform process, we
wish to pass the 22" Amendment to the Constitutionﬁ
including all the effective elements of the 19
Amendment. I expect the full support of this honorable
House in its adoption.

The Bill of the 22" Amendment to the
Constitution has now been presented to Parliament. It
is my view that discussing it and reaching a common
consensus are most appropriate. We would not be able
to achieve everything we want through the 22™
Amendment to the Constitution. It is a fundamental to
a series of reforms. It would be a constructive step if
we adopt the reforms in one voice.

As I mentioned earlier, measures are being taken to
establish the Parliamentary Sectoral Oversight
Committees immediately. All the political parties will
have the opportunity to work together through those
Committees. I have already submitted to this House
the report forwarded by the National Movement for
Social Justice in this regard.

Also, I am working to establish a National
Assembly consisting of political party leaders. For the
next steps, we will be able to arrange a programme
with a common minimum programme with the consent
of all through the National Assembly.

From the past, our country suffered disputes due to
disunity. We were divided into ethnic groups. Divided
into languages. Divided into religions. Divided into
parties. Divided into classes. Divided geographically
and divided by castes.

Certain parties widened these divisions further.
These divisions were used to gain power and seek
advantages from the distribution of power. They tried
to maintain power by creating various divisions such
as ethnic groups, religions etc.

Ever since I entered into politics, I wanted to
create a society with a Sri Lankan identity without
these divisions. To create a nation where we can live
in harmony as children of one mother. I suffered
political defeats due to regular engagement in this

exercise. It was criticized by extremists because of my
continued stand against racism and bigotry; some
political parties slandered me as a racist.

However, I did not deviate from my principle. I
will not deviate from that policy.

Today, the majority of the youth have accepted
that they want to continue my policies. They chant
slogans against racism and bigotry. Protests are being
carried out mentioning the necessity of peace among
ethnic groups of Sinhala, Tamil, Muslim, Burgher etc.
Sinhalese youths say that all the ethnic groups
including Tamils and Muslims should be treated
equally. I am glad that the young generation
understand the truth that I tried to explain to this
society for about five decades.

Now, we have the opportunity to direct the entire
country towards that policy with the collaboration of
these youths. Space has been created to eliminate all
kinds of disunity in race, religion, party, caste etc.
Opportunity has been granted to end the sufferings
faced by some communities due to this disunity.
Space has been arranged to ensure the basis of
determining the advancement of an individual on
talent and ability. The background has been created
for an environment where every citizen can live in
freedom.

It is also essential to provide a political solution to
the issues faced by the Tamil community for a long
time. They are suffering with many social and
economic issues due to the hardships of war. There
are many land issues that need to be resolved. We
have to think anew about the development tasks in the
North. We expect to get the support of the Sri Lankan
Tamils living abroad by closely working with them on
the programme of rebuilding Sri Lanka. We look
forward to their visits and investments in their
motherland.

Similarly, women, who are the majority of the
population, still face issues of harassment, violence
and other discrimination and inadequacy. We have to
take necessary measures to change this situation.

It is essential to completely eliminate bribery,
corruption and fraud from our society. 1 will
implement a national policy to combat bribery and
corruption. New rules and regulations and orders in
this regard are being prepared by the Ministry of
Justice. A consensus will be reached with the
International Monetary Fund regarding combating of
corruption.

A comprehensive series of political reforms are
required to implement all these functions. I will carry
out those reforms during my tenure. However, it
would not be based on my own opinion, but with the
consent of the Parliament based on the views of the
youth, women and other people.
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I am taking measures to establish a People’s
Assembly in order to decide which social and political
reforms should be implemented. A mechanism to
obtain views of all interested parties through the
consultation of political parties, various organizations
et cetera is being prepared through the People's
Assembly. I specially invite the youth engaged in
activism and the youth who are not, to provide their
views.

All matters such as “Should we continue to
maintain the presidential system in our country?
Which system is most appropriate for the country?
How should the government system be reformed?”
should be discussed by the People’s Assembly and
ideas would be requested. After reaching a national
consensus on the system which suits the country, it
may be legalized and implemented.

It is essential to reach such a national consensus,
about which I would explain. The major commitment
presented during the Presidential Election campaigns
in our country is the abolition of the Executive
Presidential System. However, no one who came into
power delivered on that commitment. On the other
hand, even if someone abolishes the Executive
Presidential System, the next party that comes to
power has the ability to change it. That is the reason
why we require to reach a common national consensus
through a body such as the People's Assembly.

The People’s Assembly is a fully independent
body, with the Government only providing the
necessary resources. The Government has no influence
on its functions or decisions. We will decide, in
consultation with various parties, regarding the
composition of the People's Assembly. Views and
proposals in this regard have already been made by the
National Movement for Social Justice.

The People's Assembly may seek from the nations
in our neighbourhood and the wider Asian region
together with the relevant international agencies their
expertise in the respective areas.

The responsibility of preparing a National Plan for
social, economic and political reforms is assigned to
the People's Assembly by taking the opinions and
advice of all stakeholders and acting with full
transparency. The Assembly may wish to prepare this
plan.

Friends, I came to Parliament as a young Member
of Parliament in the year 1977 and held various
positions in the country. I did what I thought was right
for the country in the midst of honour-dishonour,
grace-disgrace. In the past two or three years, | have
experienced that the country has become unstable.
Looking back at all of that, I remember the poem “If”
written by Rudyard Kipling, one of the world famous
literary scholars, which I memorized while studying at
Royal College.

I will quote a part of it.

“If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster

And treat those two impostors just the same;

If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And stoop and build’em up with worn-out tools:

12

- you’ll be a Man, my son

So, let us embark on a new journey with sincere
hearts and noble expectations. Let's plant the seeds of
truth and freedom. Nowadays, many slanders and
criticisms can be directed to us. However, one day in
the future, we will be proven right when the seeds of
truth and freedom we planted sprout, grow and bear
fruit.

Concluding my speech, I would like to remind you
of a teaching preached by the Buddha. It is mentioned
in the “Tripitaka” that the Buddha emphasized this
fact on many occasions.

"Attadipa Viharatha..."

“Be a light to yourself.”

Let us be a light to ourselves; let us illuminate Sri
Lanka with that light.

Thank you.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 11.14 a.m. until 1.00
p-m. on Tuesday, 09th August, 2022.
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