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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(Returned at the General Election, 05" August, 2020)

A

Abegunawardhana, Rohitha Piyathissa Pahalage (Kalutara)
Abeysinghe, Ashoka (Kurunegala)

Abeywardana, Yapa Mahinda (Matara)

Adaikkalanathan, Selvam (Vanni)

Ahamed, Zenulabdeen Naseer (Batticaloa)

Alagiyawanna, Lasantha A. (Gampaha)

Alahapperuma, Dullas (Matara)

Alawathuwala, J.C. (Kurunegala)

Alles, Tiran (National List)

Aluthgamage, Mahindananda (Mahanuwara)

Amarasena, Thushara Indunil (Kurunegala)

Amarasuriya, Miss Harini (National List)

Amaraweera, Mahinda (Hambantota)

Amunugama, Dilum Suraj Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Appuhamy, Makevita Arachchige Don Hector Haijinas (Puttalam)
Arambepola, Mrs. Wijayapala Sri Narayana Wasala Bandaranayake Mohottalalage Seetha Kumari (National List)
Athaullah, Ahmad Lebbe Marikkar (Digamadulla)

Athukorala, Amarakeerthi (Polonnaruwa) [Died, 09th May, 2022]
Athukorala, Palawaththe Athukoralalage Kapila Nuwan (Trincomalee)
Athukorala, Mrs. Thalatha (Ratnapura)

Athukoralage, Kariyawasam Chaminda Sampath (Galle)

Attanayake, Attanayake Mudiyanselage Kudabanda Tissa (National List)

B
Balasuriya, Tharaka (Kegalle)
Bandara, Rajapakshe Wasala Tennakoon Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Bandara, Shantha (Kurunegala)
Bathiudeen, Abdul Rishad (Vanni)
Berugoda, Vijitha (Moneragala)

C

Cabraal, Ajith Nivard (National List) [Resigned on 13th September, 2021]
Chandrasena, S.M. (Anuradhapura)
Cumaratunga, Gevindu (National List)

Dasanayake, Don Arthur Chamara Sampath (Badulla)
Denipitiya, Sudarshana (Badulla)

De Silva, Agampodi Mohan Priyadarshana (Galle)

De Silva, Ginige Mahendra Harsha (Colombo)

De Silva, H.M. Piyal Nishantha (Kalutara)

De Silva, Nimal Siripala (Badulla)

De Silva, Shan Vijayalal (Galle)

Devananda, Douglas (Jaffna)

Dharmasena, Wijesingha Herath Mudiyanselage (Moneragala)
Dhileeban, Kulasingam (Vanni)

Dinushan, Denagama Vitharanage Chanaka (Hambantota)
Dissanayaka, Anura Kumara (Colombo)

Dissanayaka, Rohana (Matale)

Dissanayake, Duminda (Anuradhapura)

Dissanayake, Mayantha Yaswanth (National List)
Dissanayake, S.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Dissanayake, Mrs. Wijekoon Mudiyanselage Manjula Wijekoon (National List)
Dissanayake, Wimalaweera (Digamadulla)

Dodangoda, Isuru (Galle)

Dolawatte, Premnath C. (Colombo)

Dushmantha, H.R. Sarathi (Kegalle)



Edirimanna, Arachchige Sanjeeva (Kalutara)
Ellawala, Akila (Ratnapura)
Ellawala, Lalith (Kalutara)

Faizal, Mohamed Cassim Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Faleel, Mohamed Marjan Azmi (National List)

Fernando, Arundika (Puttalam)

Fernando, Johnston (Kurunegala)

Fernanado, Kachchakaduge Nalin Ruwanjiwa (Gampaha)
Fernando, Nalaka Jude Hareen (National List)
Fernandopulle, Mrs. Perpetua Sudarshini (Gampaha)
Fonseka, Sarath (Gampaha)

Galappaththi, Upul Sanjeewa (Hambantota)

Gamage, Mrs. Diana (National List)

Gamalath, Siripala (Polonnaruwa)

Gammanpila, Udaya Prabhath (Colombo)

Ganesan, Mano (Colombo)

Godahewa, Nalaka (Gampaha)

Gunathilaka, Udayakantha (Kegalle)

Gunawardana, Bandula (Colombo)

Gunawardena, Dinesh Chandra Rupasingha (Colombo)
Gunawardena, Yadamini Narodama Rupasinghe (National List)
Gunawardene, Mrs. Kokila Harshani (Gampaha)

Hakeem, Abdul Rauff Hibathul (Mahanuwara)

Harees, Habeeb Mohamed Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Hashim, Kabir (Kegalle)

Hasim, Abdul Haleem Mohomed (Mahanuwara)
Herath, D.B. (Kurunegala)

Herath, Herath Mudiyanselage Charitha (National List)
Herath, Herath Mudiyanselage Vijitha (Gampaha)
Herath, Hitihami Appuhamilage Don Indika Anuruddha (Gampaha)
Herath, H.M. Samanpriya (Kurunegala)

Herath, Jayarathna (Kurunegala)

Herath, Kanaka (Kegalle)

Ishak, Abdul Rahuman (Anuradhapura)

Jayakody, Arachchilage Sisira (Gampaha)

Jayamaha, Nalin Bandara (Kurunegala)

Jayaratne, Anuradha (Mahanuwara)

Jayaratne, Piyankara (Puttalam)

Jayasekara, Dayasiri (Kurunegala)

Jayasekara, Halkandaliya Lekamalage Premalal (Ratnapura)
Jayasumana, Channa Sudath (Anuradhapura)

Jayathilake, Withana Pathiranage Milan Sajith (Gampaha)
Jayawardhana, Senadheerage Don Kavinda Heshan (Gampaha)



Kajendren, Selvarajah (National List)

Kalai Arasan, Thavaraja (National List)

Kariyawasam, Haputhanthri Gamage Sagara (National List)

Karunakaram, Govinthan (Batticaloa)

Karunatilleka, Gayantha (Galle)

Kavirathna, Mrs. Jambugaha Pitiyegedara Rohini Kumari Wijerathna (Matale)
Kiriella, Lakshman Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Kirindigoda, Udayana Chaminda (Mahanuwara)

Kodithuwakku, Karunadasa (Matara)

Kottegoda, N. Nalaka Bandara (Matale)

Kumar, A. Aravindh (Badulla)

Kumar, Velu (Mahanuwara)

Kumara, Wadduwage Manju Lalith Varna (Kalutara) [From 30th November, 2021]
Kumarasinghe, Mrs. Geetha Samanmale (Galle)

Kumarasiri, K.P.S. (Anuradhapura)

Lanza, Antony Nimal (Gampaha)
Liyanage, Udagama Liyanage Waruna Priyantha (Ratnapura)
Lokuge, Gamini Kulawansha (Colombo)

M

Madduma Bandara, Ratnayake Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Maharoof, Imran (Trincomalee)

Manjula, L.H. Sudath (Kegalle)

Mannapperuma, A. Ajith Kumara (Gampaha) [from 08th April, 2021]
Marikkar, S.M. (Colombo)

Markar, Imthiaz Bakeer (National List)

Masthan, Kader Kader (Vanni)

Mayadunna, Chinthaka Amal (Puttalam)

Muszhaaraff, Safiul Muthunabeen Mohamed (Digamadulla)
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Peiris, Gamini Lakshman (National List)

Perera, Bodiyabaduge Dilan Priyanjan Anslem (Badulla)
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Perera, Nanayakkara Warnakula Patabendige Niroshan Eardley Priyantha (Puttalam)
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Raheem, Abdul Ali Sabri Mohamed (Puttalam)

Rahuman, Mohomed Mujibur (Colombo)

Rajakaruna, Harshana Supun (Gampaha)
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Rajapaksa, Chamal (Hambantota)

Rajapaksa, Mahinda (Kurunegala)
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Rajapaksha, Rajapaksha Pathirannehelage Upul Mahendra (Gampaha)
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Ramanathan, Angajan (Jaffna)
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Rambukwella, Keheliya (Mahanuwara)

Rameshwaran, Marudapandy (Nuwara Eliya)

Ranasinghe Arachchige, Roshan Anuruddha (Polonnaruwa)
Ranatunga, Prasanna (Gampaha)

Ranawaka, Achchige Patali Champika (Colombo)

Ranawaka, Nipuna (Matara)
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Rasamanickam, Shanakiyan Rahul Rajaputhiran (Batticaloa)

Rathana Thero, Ven.Athuraliya (National List) [From 18th December, 2020]
Rathnasekara, Basnayaka Yasarathnalage Gunapala (Kurunegala)
Rathnayaka, Kumarasiri (Moneragala)

Rathnayake, R.M.C.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Rathwaththe, Lohan (Mahanuwara)

Sabry, Mohomed Uwais Mohomed Ali (National List)
Samarasinghe, Mahinda Buddhadasa (Kalutara) [Resigned on 25th November, 2021]
Samaraweera, Jayantha (Kalutara)

Samarawickrama, S. Jagath (Polonnaruwa) [From 17th May, 2022]
Sampanthan, Rajavarothiam (Trincomalee)

Santhirakanthan, Sivanesathurai (Batticaloa)

Semasinghe, Asanka Shehan (Anuradhapura)

Senarathne, Rajitha (Kalutara)

Seneviratne, John (Ratnapura)

Shritharan, Sivagnanam (Jaffna)

Sirisena, Maithreepala (Polonnaruwa)

Sithadthan, Dharmalingam (Jaffna)

Siyambalapitiya, Ranjith (Kegalle)

Sumanthiran, Mathiaparanan Abraham (Jaffna)

Sumithraarachchi, Jagath Kumara (Colombo)
Suresh, Vadivel (Badulla)



Tennakoon, Premitha Bandara (Matale)
Thennakoon, Janaka Bandara (Matale)
Thigambaram, Palani (Nuwara Eliya)

Thisakutti Arachchige, Chaminda Janaka (Badulla)
Thondaman, Jeevan (Nuwara Eliya)

Thowfeek, Muhamedu Shariff (Trincomalee)

Udayakumar, Mailvaganam (Nuwara Eliya)
Udukumbura, U.K. Sumith (Kurunegala)
Undugoda, Rupasinghage Pradeep Saman Kumara (Colombo)

A%
Vidanagamage, Amith Thenuka (Badulla)
Vitarana, Tissa (National List)
Viyalanderan, Sathasivam (Batticaloa)

W

Wakkumbura, Janaka (Ratnapura)

Waleboda, Gamini (Ratnapura)

Wanniarachchi, Mrs. Pavithradevi (Ratnapura)

Wedaarachchi, Dilip (Hambantota)

Weerakkody, Chandima (Galle)

Weerasekera, Sarath (Colombo)

Weerasingha, D. (Digamadulla)

Weerasinghe, Gamage Haththotuwa Weerasumana (Matara)
Weerasinghe, Jayantha (National List)

Weerawansa, Wimal (Colombo)

Welgama, Kumara (Kalutara)

Wickramanayaka, Vidura (Kalutara)

Wickramaratne, Eran (National List)

Wickramasinghe, Mrs. Rajika (Kegalle)

Wickremasinghe, Ranil (National List) [From 18th June, 2021]
Wigneswaran, Canagasabapathy Viswalingam (Jaffna)
Wijesekera, Kanchana (Matara)

Wijesiri, Lokugasthota Vitharanage Chaminda (Badulla)
Wijesundara, Wijesundara Mudiyanselage Rohana Bandara (Anuradhapura)
Withana, M.W.D. Sahan Pradeep (Gampaha)

Withanage, Ankumbura Arachchige Heshan Vijaya (Ratnapura)
Withanage, Madhura (Colombo)

Yapa, Anura Priyadharshana (Kurunegala)
Yapabandara, Wasantha (Mahanuwara)
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asked the Minister of Tourism and Lands:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the existing legal state with regard to the
ownership of the lands with deeds such as
Swarnabhoomi, Jayabhoomi, Isurubhoomi
and Ranbhoomi after the death of their
owners;
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(i) whether he is aware that many problems
have arisen owing to the fact that the post
ownership of those lands lies only with the
eldest child of the family;

(iif)  the legal protection the other brothers/sisters
are entitled to, if the eldest brother refuses
to share it with them;

(iv) whether steps would be taken to amend the
laws relating to that;

(v) ifso, the current progress of that; and

(vi) the obstacle that remains to prepare those
deeds in a manner that the ownership of
those lands will be distributed among the
children of the family in an equal manner?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) the distribution boundaries in relation to dry
and mud lands of the lands mentioned in (a)
(1) above;

(i) whether he is aware that a number of
problems have arisen owing to those
distribution boundaries; and

(iif)  if so, the solutions for them?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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PROVISION OF TECHNICAL ADVICE AND SEEDS TO
FARMERS: ANURADHAPURA DISTRICT
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a)  Will he state, separately-

(i) the number of approved positions of
Agriculture Research and Production
Assistant and the Agrarian Development
Officer in the Anuradhapura District at
present;

(i) the number of officers already serving in the
aforesaid positions currently; and

(iii) the number of vacancies existing in the
aforesaid positions?

(b)  Will he also state -

(1) the number of Agrarian Service Centres
established in the Anuradhapura District;

(i) whether a programme has been prepared to
provide technical advice to farmers by
them;

(iii)  whether a programme has been prepared to
provide varieties of seeds to farmers by
them; and

(iv) if so, the varieties of seeds that can be
obtained?

(c)  Will he further state -

(1) the amount of money spent annually for the
importation of seeds; and

(i) the programme formulated for developing
and conserving local seeds?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera - Minister of Agriculture
and Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources
Conservation)
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asked the Minister of Urban Development and

Housing:

(a) Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of houses constructed in
Monaragala District under the Indian
Housing Project within the period from
years 2015 to 2019;

(ii)) the names of the areas in which the
aforesaid houses have been constructed;

(iii) whether the basic facilities required for
residents are available in those houses;

(iv) whether it had been decided to award the
aforesaid houses only to the employees
working under the Janatha Estate
Development Board; and

(v) if so, the name of the party who took that
decision?
(b) Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether there is a programme to construct
houses for the people living in estates and
estate-related areas in Monaragala District
under the Indian Housing Project or under
some other programme;

(i) if so, the number of houses that will be
constructed under that programme;

(iii) the dates on which the aforesaid houses will
be constructed; and

(iv) the basis on which those houses will be
awarded to the beneficiaries?
(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce and Food

Security:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the quantity of rice imported to Sri Lanka
from the year 2015 to 2019, separately in
each year;

(i) the amount of money spent on the
importation of rice, separately as per each
year mentioned above;

(iii) the names of the institutions/companies that
have imported the aforesaid rice; and

(iv) separately, the amount of tax annually
charged for the above years when the said
rice was imported?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

Hon. Speaker, I think I have dealt with many of the
issues raised by the Hon. Sajith Premadasa through the
Statement I made, but I would like to say something about
the debt moratorium also. We have discussed that and the
banks are also finding it difficult to carry it on, but,
nevertheless, the Central Bank has come up with a
solution, that we will give a limited moratorium. There
are many enterprises which do not require a moratorium
and they are also taking cover under the moratorium
blanket. They all can manage without coming under the
moratorium. Then, there are a certain number of small
and large enterprises that are bankrupt, which, in the view
of the banks, cannot be revived. Let us deal with them
separately. The enterprises in the centre are the ones that
require help. We will bring them under the moratorium.
Then, the Minister of Tourism has been speaking with me
especially about those engaged in the tourist sector and
certainly, we will give our attention to them.

Then, the other matters, I think we have already
discussed with the Central Bank and with the people
concerned, as to how we deal with the open accounts and
the Letters of Credit. That has to be handled practically.
We are, at the moment, in discussion with the Minister of
Trade, Commerce and Food Security. Thereafter, we will
move on to the other matters. It is a big issue to decide
what you allow and what you do not. Remember, one
man’s finished product is another man’s input. So, there
are conflicting claims between different enterprises and
different sectors and it will have to be done in
consultation.

The third question covers the construction sector.
Well, this year, I have to transfer all the money to feed the
people. So, there will be a slowdown in payments to the
construction sector as much as to many other sectors;
there will be a complete slowdown of payment. We will
pay what we can, but we have set a target. We must, at
least, have Rs. 800 billion or more because there is going
to be a large number who would be affected. The Hon.
Leader of the Opposition said many people would be
unemployed and a lot of people would be without food.
The food programme we are initiating is to ensure that all
the families, even if they have no income, have food. We
can have community kitchens in temples, churches and in
other places to supply them with food. The community
has to get involved. Without their support, we cannot feed
them.

The next question is about the money to be paid to the
contractors. If we do not make payments to them, there
would be another political instability. So, let us do that. I
know that the construction trade and tourism are two
sectors which are facing a lot of difficulties. So, I am
going to meet them. But, first, we have to feed the people.
So, what I want to do is to have a special session with the
Party Leaders, the economic advisers and the Central
Bank so that we all can go through those issues. The Hon.
Members of the Opposition also can have one session
with the banks and the officials of the Ministry to discuss
those.

Finally, on the comment about the memory, I do not
carry memory chips; I keep it in my mind. If I forget, I do
not know what will happen.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Prime Minister, I forwarded a Question to you,
which you decided to answer now. I would very earnestly
request you to go through the particulars of the Question I
forwarded as the people of this country are expecting
detailed answers. I have no issue, you can take, maybe,
tomorrow and the day after and give an answer because I
am fully with the concept that we all have to get together
and work together; there is absolutely no doubt about it.

However, one has to be mindful that the construction
sector, the tourism sector and the SME sector are Sri
Lanka’s engine of growth. They are the engine that
operates our dynamo to achieve progressive growth. So,
that is vital; that is important. We all understand that
there are priorities you have to make and I fully agree
that the people have to be fed. That is a basic human
need; we cannot keep people in hunger. But, Hon. Prime
Minister, please do realize that with the construction
sector, the tourism sector and the SME sector going
bankrupt and people getting unemployed, it is a direct
causation of lack of livelihood, lack of earnings,
downgrading your standard of living, which will
ultimately result in hunger. So, it is a very important
matter that I raised. I am not saying that this is an easy
situation and there are easy solutions. Not at all. This is a
difficult situation.

Hon. Prime Minister, you have taken an unenviable
brief. What I am trying to say is, it is also very important
to go back two and a half years in time to find out where
this "Pohottuwa" Government went wrong. At each and
every juncture, Members of this Parliament were just
raising their hands saying “Yes”, “Yes, Your
Excellency”, “Yes, my Lord” and “Yes, Hon. Speaker”;
every time, “yes, yes, yes” without critical examination
of the facts. The truth was put into the wastepaper basket;
the truth was not dealt with. That is why we are in this
predicament. So, it is very important that we go back in
time, identify where the "Pohottuwa" Government went
wrong and make the necessary corrections.

As far as memory is concerned, I have very good
experience that you have an excellent memory. So, there
is no problem with that. But, what I was trying to say
with that memory argument was, keep everything that
happened also in stock because that will pave the way for
pragmatic, visionary and progressive policymaking for
the country.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

What I am suggesting is, maybe next week -
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What I am suggesting is, let us have a meeting next
week. We will go through these issues more than just
having a question and answer session here. You bring
your people and then, I will come along.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Speaker, as a response to that, I would like to say
that there is absolutely no problem having meetings, but
we would like to get involved in meetings where there are
policy outputs, policy resultants and from which we can
come out and tell the whole country, "This is going to
happen, this is going to benefit the people and this is
going to rid the people of their hunger". We are ready for
those meetings.

B0 DOIBNBDHR O
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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“While this situation can be acceptable given the past experience,
the Committee has not found sufficient grounds to completely eliminate
the allegation that the incidents on December 03 and November 29,
2021 could have been pre-planned, or caused by deliberate action, since
material presented to this Committee by relevant branches of the CEB
could not explain some key events such as the erroneous operation of
end-fault protection and wrong configuration of line protection relay of
the Kotmale-Biyagama 220 kV transmission line.”
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Bill, by leave, withdrawn.
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It must be with the consent of the political parties.
From the SJB, they hijacked two people. From the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party, again they hijacked Members.
Those were against party decisions. If the entire
Parliament truly wants to form a National Government
with the consent of the parties, we have no objection.
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the Opposition are intact. So, you all can come.
Otherwise, how can you go and distribute the flats in the
Colombo Central? So, now, why do we not discuss it
among ourselves and you all also join it. In the sense, we
need not say we are doing away. Your leader, the Leader
of the Opposition, can come and certainly hold a Ministry
or he can be the Leader of the Opposition since some of
the parties are in the Opposition. Because we are having a
National Council, it does not matter. The final policy
decisions will be taken by the National Council. Now
that both sides agree, you all come. Then, after that, you
all may agree to get me also out. That does not matter as
long as the country benefits.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. WASANTHA YAPABANDARA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon.(Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera.
You have eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you. The next speaker is, the Hon. Eran
Wickramaratne. You have 10 minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda. You have
eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Field Marshal Sarath
Fonseka. You have 15 minutes.
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Whereupon THE HON. J.C. ALAWATHUWALA left the Chair, and
THE HON. VELU KUMAR took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Jayarathna Herath. You
have six minutes.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Sudath Manjula. You
have six minutes.
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.
Parliament adjourned accordingly until
Wednesday, 08th June, 2022.
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka)
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(24) @HCPD, eyeir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Finance,
Economic Stabilization and National Policies:

(a)

(b)

Will he inform this House-
(i) whether he admits that frauds and
corruption have taken place in the

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

Government Officers' Benefit Association
as the auditors have pointed out that the
accounts have not been maintained
properly, the relevant documents have not
been submitted by the Association and there
have been financial imbalances;

the reasons for not conducting a full,
impartial audit in this regard by the
Secretary to the Treasury;

whether action will be taken by the
Treasury to calculate the amount that the
aforesaid Association and its members have
lost due to frauds and corruption that have
taken place in the aforesaid Association and
to recover the lost amount; and

whether steps will be taken to take legal
action against the persons involved in the
frauds and corruption that have taken place
in the aforesaid Association?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe - Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National
Policies)
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(M)

As per the Audit Opinion of the Emst &
Young Company for the Financial Year
ending 31.12.2020, a true and fair opinion
on the accounts of the Government
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(i)

(iif)
(iv)

2022 &8 07

Officers’ Benefit Association had been
published. Further, it is mentioned in  their
audit report that the auditors have obtained
sufficient and formal audit evidence to
express their opinion. (Given in Annex 01)*

According to the Government Officers’
Benefit Association’s audit reports for
2020, such a requirement does not arise.

Such a requirement does not arise.

Such kind of frauds and corruption have not
been specifically reported.

(b)  Does not arise.
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@G, syeir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Finance,
Economic Stabilization and National Policies:

Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that the Government

(@

Officers' Benefit ~ Association is
deteriorating as the Secretary to the
Treasury has evaded his responsibilities;



171 208E8e®xInd

(i) the reasons for not appointing a lawful
Secretary and an Accountant to the
aforesaid Association in terms of Section 11
of Act, No. 27 of 1971; and

(iii) whether gazette notifications have been
published to make recruitments to the
aforesaid posts requiring unnecessary
qualifications  purposefully with  the
intention of keeping those positions vacant?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that making of financial
and administrative decisions by the
Committee of Management of the aforesaid
Association, of which the term of office had
ended on 30.06.2020, is no longer lawful;

(i) if so, the reasons for not taking relevant
steps in that regard;

(iii) the reasons for not taking steps to appoint
an officer for handling the financial and
administrative affairs of the Association
until an election is held, despite the decision
that was made at the discussion held
between the Secretary of Association and
trade unions on 16.10.2020 to appoint such
officer;

(iv) the reasons for recruiting a retired officer on
contract basis by the present Committee of
Management for handling the
administrative affairs of the Association;
and

(v) the names of the persons who are
responsible for the decline of the aforesaid
Association?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(1) No such situation has been reported.

In accordance with the Government
Officers’ Benefit Association Act, the
Secretary to the Ministry of Finance had
been informed on several occasions to hold
the election expeditiously and to appoint
the Secretary and the Accountant
immediately. (Given in Annex 01)*

* gedmmeed 3 gr».
* preflemawsSle) swsussLILIL (Herengy.
* Placed in the Library.
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(iif)
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The post mentioned in the Act of the
Association is the post of Secretary and
Accountant and a Public Service officer is
to be recruited for this purpose on
secondary basis. Even though applications
had been called for this post, which has
been vacant since 01.04.2020, by
publishing  advertisements on  four
occasions in the Gazette of the Government
of Sri Lanka under Gazette No. 2165 dated
28.04.2020, No. 2186 dated 24.07.2020,
No. 2224 dated 16.04.2021 and No. 2273
dated 25.03.2022, it has been reported that
no application has been received so far from
a qualified government official.

As per the qualifications mentioned in
paragraph 2.2 of the Code of Conduct
approved at the 108" AGM held on
17.07.2017, applications have been called
after publishing advertisements on the
above dates. The Association has informed
that these qualifications have been decided
after an in-depth consideration of the
financial status of the Association and the
responsibilities assigned to the post.

Due to the COVID-19 epidemic situation
prevailing in the country as at 30.06.2020,
permission was sought from the Chief
Medical Officer of the Colombo Municipal
Council to hold a General Assembly with
the participation of over 2500 members and
in his letter dated 13.07.2020, he had
thoroughly advised to adjourn the meeting.
The 112" General Assembly scheduled to
be held in 2021 was also not convened as
the number of members for a meeting had
been limited to 150 by letter dated
31.03.2021 of the Director General of
Health and also because it was not possible
to find a suitable venue as there are about
12,000 members at present. The 113"
Annual General Meeting to be held this
year is scheduled to be held in July, 2022
under the supervision of the Ministry of
Finance.

©

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

V)
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Two Annual General Meetings of the
Association could not be held due to the
COVID-19 outbreak and the 113™ General
Meeting scheduled for 2022 is to be held in
July, 2022.

Discussions have not been held with trade
unions. Several members of the committee
participated in a meeting convened by the
Secretary to the Ministry of Finance on
16.10.2020. Even though it was informed
by the Secretary to the Ministry of Finance
that required measures would be taken to
appoint a Competent Authority to oversee
the activities of the Association until an
election is held, the decision was not
implemented due to the uncertainty
prevailed over the interpretation of the Act.

The Management Committee has the power
to appoint staff in accordance with
paragraph 5 (a) of the Act and the Code of
Conduct approved by the Association. The
retired administrative officer who has been
serving as the Assistant Secretary on
contract basis since 2008 had resigned on
28.02.2016 and a retired officer had been
appointed as per the concurrence of the
Management Committee. (Given in Annex
01)*

In terms of the Act of the Association, the
responsibility for working for the
betterment of the Association is assigned to
the Management Committee of the
Association.

Does not arise.

* getmamced md gy,
* prefleneViISSle) ewaudsLILIL Blairsns).
* Placed in the Library.
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