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The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) BILL:
PETITION TO THE SUPREME COURT
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Public

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and

Local Government and the Leader of the House of

Parliament)
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga - Minister of Public

Security, Minister of Tourism and Chief Government

Whip)
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.- [Interruption.]
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.- [Interruption.]

@O QBNBHD O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWSEST SjeuiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

00 @Iy, @0 OGO  wdySesewsy
3DEND EEADD § O B WOBTIBY. [@Wds HE®] O
@50 @8 w¥ed §B» »Oyn gdusy mSY.

®o; a8
256D R )
(wressryfl @ #edls LIGTgTan - 6T8lTEaL_ & WHevsurr)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 10.30 a.m. and then resumed.
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PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
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(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa)
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“The decision on the 07th of March, Hon. Chairman and Hon.
Members, was very clear. It is in black and white, that it is fixed at
Rs. 230 because we were very conscious of the dangers of a free
float overnight. So, originally, even the day before, that was on the
03rd of March, there was a discussion as to whether it should go
upto Rs. 215 and thereafter be reviewed. So, the decision..... "

"..the bankers had shown some imperatives. Anyway, the
Monetary Board decision is for Rs. 230.”

Then, Mr. Ajith Nivard Cabraal, the Governor, said, I quote:

“Considering the severity of the external swaps and the recent
developments in the domestic front, the Monetary Board of the
Central Bank announced a comprehensive policy package.”

“In that context, a greater flexibility in the exchange rate will be
allowed to the markets with immediate effect.”

I repeat that, Sir : “In that context, a greater flexibility
in the exchange rate will be allowed to the markets with
immediate effect.”
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(The Hon. M.S. Thowfeek)

Hon. Speaker, I present the following petitions:

(1) A petition from Mr. Kugadas Prakash of No.
44/45 V, Krishnapuram, Kandy Road,
Trincomalee; and

(2) A petition from Mr. R. Abhilan of No. 23/10,
Sivan Street, Trincomalee.
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Hon. Minister, though we do not recognize this
Government and the Cabinet, | am compelled to ask this
Question on behalf of my people
because this is a serious and a long-standing issue, which
should be solved at the ecarliest possible time.
Hon. Minister, you are one of the very few Ministers
whom we respect. I know that this Government will not
last too long. But, within your period, we hope that you
would find an amicable solution to this issue and bring it
to an end. And, you said that you are also not happy
about the Government and the situation in this country.
We hope that Ministers like you would join hands with
us. These are not just words, but a wish from the bottom
of my heart. I have spoken to you even when you were
the Minister of Plantation Industries and we respect you.
That is why I am saying to you, please find an amicable
solution to this because this is a serious issue relating to
our community. Our community is very much in need of
education; we have been lagging well behind in education
and health. Therefore, please give me an answer to this,
kindly look into it and take immediate steps to solve this
problem.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Education
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Hon. Presiding Member, for the
opportunity to say a few words on this Adjournment
Motion. Before 1 speak on that, may I record our
condolences to the family of the youth who was shot dead
by the police yesterday in Rambukkana.

I saw a message from the President via Twitter in
which he says, “I urge all to refrain from violence as they
protest”. No, I have not seen any protesters indulging in
violence. It has been only the police who have used
excessive force, which is quite blatant and has now
resulted in the death of one person. The death of only one
person is confirmed; the fate of few others is not known.
Why are these people protesting? These people are
protesting because the Government has failed them; the
President has failed them and in saying that, they are very
specific about a few matters. When they say “Go home!”
as has been said earlier also, they are saying, “Return our
money and go home!” There is good reason why they are
saying that.

I also saw a message which says that the discussions
with the IMF is at an early stage, that the loan programme
is at an early stage and that any deal would require
adequate assurances that the island country’s debts can be
put on a sustainable path. This debt sustainability is a
huge issue because you have not rescheduled the debts.
That should have happened quite some time ago before
those became due. You have now gone for an IMF
programme and there is no debt sustainability. So, for the
IMF to assist you, you have to have not only political
stability, but also debt sustainability. If those two are not
assured, there is no remedy. People are crying out for
justice; people are asking when will this end. It is going to
get worse. We know even with an IMF facility or even

with a programme that is successful, it is going to get
worse for a while. But now, there is no assurance that it is
going to be successful, the way it is going. So, without
pointing fingers, I also want to make another appeal to
the International Monetary Fund. Given the fact that the
rulers who have robbed this country are still in the saddle
- despite the people, in an unprecedented way in this
country, demonstrating, camping there and requiring
them to go, they are stubbornly refusing to go - when the
IMF considers the Rapid Financing Instrument, that is the
first thing that we would be given, they must make it
conditional. A very strict condition must be imposed that
this money that is given does not go into

[8Gosned gas 888 9o o2 GE.]
[ygalynaens s L sweriiuy ysmmULIL (Bereng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

pockets, that it must go directly to the people, to the poor
for medicine, basic food and their welfare. The welfare
programmes for the poor are also designed presently in a
way to enrich corrupt politicians. That must be avoided.
So, my specific request to the IMF is that, when you
consider a Rapid Financing Instrument - we need that -
please attach it to conditions which will ensure that it
goes directly to the people.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

@O Goess G OBROB, BN Bwdm e ¢dema.

®S; 8. 8. Dy wmo
(oressTyfl@ 1.0, Frerss)

(The Hon. D.V. Chanaka)
GRownG®) ©0 OBIFnOA, Druders gmen ©od
DD §OessY WO,

@® De La Rue Bwus 0000 @1g 0808 s&pdem
o®ed 8gedEr Beadmrdo:

“De La Rue provides banknotes for half of the central banks around
the world."
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“We do this from our sites in Sri Lanka, Kenya, Malta and the UK,
with joint ventures in Sri Lanka and Kenya that contribute to the
economies of those countries. We do not comment on our customers.”
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE. HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 10.00 a.m. on Thursday,
21st April, 2022.
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