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The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. RANJITH
SIYAMBALAPITIYA] in the Chair.
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Petitions.
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( B) @sirGmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Highways:

(a)  Is he aware that the Treasury provides the Ministry
of Highways with funds necessary for paying
compensation for private lands acquired in
constructing expressways and for administrative
expenses?

(b)  If'so, will he inform this House, separately -

(i) the amount allocated by the Treasury for
paying compensation;

(i) the amount that has been paid as
compensation by now;

(iii)  the amount left to be paid as compensation;
(iv) if constraints exist in paying compensation,
what those constraints are; and
(v) the date on which the amount left to be paid
in compensation will be paid off;

in respect of each of the sections from
Kottawa to Godagama, from Godagama to
Hambantota and from Kottawa to
Katunayake of the Southern Expressway,
and in respect of the Central Expressway
and the Ruwanpura Expressway?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture :
(a)  Will he state -

(1) the grapes production in Sri Lanka in 2018
and 2019, separately for each year;

(i) whether measures have been taken to
increase the grape production; and

(iii)  if so, what those measures are?
(b)  Will he also state -

(1) the number of grape varieties found in Sri
Lanka; and

(i) the districts with a climatic condition
suitable for grape cultivation?

(c)  Will he further state -

(1) the amount of money spent on importing
grapes in 2018 and 2019, separately for
each year;

(i) whether Sri Lanka exports grapes; and

(iii) if so, the income received through the
export of grapes in 2018 and 2019,
separately for each year?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Plantation:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) separately, the annual coconut production in
Sri Lanka from the year 2010 to date;

(i) the fluctuations of coconut prices in the
local market during the above period;

(iii)  the factors that have contributed towards the
increase of price of coconut in the local
market by now; and

(iv) the measures that will be taken to increase
the coconut production in Sri Lanka?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Arundika Fernando - State Minister of Coconut,
Kithul and Palmyrah Cultivation Promotion and Related
Industrial Product Manufacturing and Export
Diversification)
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asked the Minister of Plantation:
(a)  Will he state -

(i) whether any irregularity, irregular
appointment, any act of corruption or any
illegal activity has taken place in the
Hingurana Sugar Factory (Pvt.) Ltd. during
the period from the year 2015 to 2019;

(i)  if so, separately, the nature of such acts that
have taken place at the aforesaid Factory;
and

(iii) separately, the value of the financial,
property and human resources that the
Government has lost due to each of the
aforesaid acts?

(b)  Will he also state -

(i) whether investigations have been carried
out to identify the officers who are
responsible for the acts mentioned in (a) (i)
above;
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(i) if the responsible officers have been
identified, the action that has been taken
against them;

(iii)  if no action has been taken against them,
the reasons for that;

(iv) whether action will be taken against them
in future; and

(v) the measures that will be taken to prevent
the occurrence of such acts in future?

(vi) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura -State Minister of
Development of Minor Crops including Sugarcane, Maize,
Cashew, Pepper, Cinnamon, Cloves, Betel Related
Industries and Export Promotion)
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asked the Minister of Finance:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the interest rate charged for the loans
granted by the Sri Lankan banks in the year
2021;

(if) the interest rate applied for microfinance
loans;
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(iii)  whether legitimate approval is given by the
Government for granting microfinance loan
facilities; and

(iv)  if so, the institutions to which such approval
has been hitherto granted?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe - State Minister of
Samurdhi, Household Economy, Micro Finance, Self-
employment and Business Development)
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

. 00 yEmWd @¢ ¢BHo et d:. Would you
be in Parliament tomorrow? We have to reply today.
Unfortunately, the Hon. Minister is at a meeting and has
not yet arrived here. So, he will reply tomorrow.

OO DR gRemIoR Ovrdae

(wrewflg (Fmwd) sosr 9giGsTre)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala)

The thing is, I would not be here tomorrow.
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When would you come? The Hon. Minister will be
here in five minutes. Shall we move on to the next
Question until he comes?
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Yes, we can do so if you like to have the Answer,
Hon. Member.
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Thank you for that agreement.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.16 p.m. until 10.00 a.m. on
Thursday, 24th March, 2022.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print of their speeches should be clearly marked in their copy and
sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks of receipt of the uncorrected copy.

Contents of Proceedings

Final set of manuscripts
Received from Parliament

Printed copies dispatched



1532898 Dadmn
ee® 5, evFerdsTenmid), Boigusd 80, gom 163 ¢ damesd 883
Ssed yDatAB ecendmed®sined 883 ded ymnnm mEwvrcnewrsy
8c 8 om wim.

e®® W53ewd) D8O www.parliament.lk @0 gdewsy
OB WA,

amerFrL Yy pflsensullsir Ulyglassner
®)ev. 163, slmeviiuener af g, QUTLCaneaTEsTL, GC&TIpbL SE)6L jemLohIsTar
STFTBISG HHEUD BleWEWTHSEETHS6T HTFTHIS% GCleuafluf HEHsT 9aI6ueVHSS] 60
uenTid CFISFI GlunHmIs6lETeTaTaITLD.

@bs ansrarl gPlsemsenw www.parliament.lk stenib @)swewrwidgenssled hHgI
uglaiimdaid GlFiiw Lpigujb.

Hansard Reports can be purchased from the Government Publications Bureau
at the Department of Government Information,
No. 163, Kirulapone Avenue, Polhengoda, Colombo 5.

This Hansard Report can be downloaded from
www.parliament.lk

8 oo Sbed Yoo 0¢dned®@sined Gewmw mom 8.



