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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(Returned at the General Election, 05" August, 2020)

A

Abegunawardhana, Rohitha Piyathissa Pahalage (Kalutara)
Abeysinghe, Ashoka (Kurunegala)

Abeywardana, Yapa Mahinda (Matara)

Adaikkalanathan, Selvam (Vanni)

Ahamed, Zenulabdeen Naseer (Batticaloa)

Alagiyawanna, Lasantha A. (Gampaha)

Alahapperuma, Dullas (Matara)

Alawathuwala, J.C. (Kurunegala)

Alles, Tiran (National List)

Aluthgamage, Mahindananda (Mahanuwara)

Amarasena, Thushara Indunil (Kurunegala)

Amarasuriya, Miss Harini (National List)

Amaraweera, Mahinda (Hambantota)

Amunugama, Dilum Suraj Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Appuhamy, Makevita Arachchige Don Hector Haijinas (Puttalam)
Arambepola, Mrs. Wijayapala Sri Narayana Wasala Bandaranayake Mohottalalage Seetha Kumari (National List)
Athaullah, Ahmad Lebbe Marikkar (Digamadulla)

Athukorala, Amarakeerthi (Polonnaruwa)

Athukorala, Palawaththe Athukoralalage Kapila Nuwan (Trincomalee)
Athukorala, Mrs. Thalatha (Ratnapura)

Athukoralage, Kariyawasam Chaminda Sampath (Galle)

Attanayake, Attanayake Mudiyanselage Kudabanda Tissa (National List)

B
Balasuriya, Tharaka (Kegalle)
Bandara, Rajapakshe Wasala Tennakoon Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Bandara, Shantha (Kurunegala)
Bathiudeen, Abdul Rishad (Vanni)
Berugoda, Vijitha (Moneragala)

C
Cabraal, Ajith Nivard (National List) [Resigned on 13th September, 2021]
Chandrasena, S.M. (Anuradhapura)
Cumaratunga, Gevindu (National List)

Dasanayake, Don Arthur Chamara Sampath (Badulla)
Denipitiya, Sudarshana (Badulla)

De Silva, Agampodi Mohan Priyadarshana (Galle)

De Silva, Ginige Mahendra Harsha (Colombo)

De Silva, H.M. Piyal Nishantha (Kalutara)

De Silva, Nimal Siripala (Badulla)

De Silva, Shan Vijayalal (Galle)

Devananda, Douglas (Jaffna)

Dharmasena, Wijesingha Herath Mudiyanselage (Moneragala)
Dhileeban, Kulasingam (Vanni)

Dinushan, Denagama Vitharanage Chanaka (Hambantota)
Dissanayaka, Anura Kumara (Colombo)

Dissanayaka, Rohana (Matale)

Dissanayake, Duminda (Anuradhapura)

Dissanayake, Mayantha Yaswanth (National List)
Dissanayake, S.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Dissanayake, Mrs. Wijekoon Mudiyanselage Manjula Wijekoon (National List)
Dissanayake, Wimalaweera (Digamadulla)

Dodangoda, Isuru (Galle)

Dolawatte, Premnath C. (Colombo)

Dushmantha, H.R. Sarathi (Kegalle)
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Edirimanna, Arachchige Sanjeeva (Kalutara)
Ellawala, Akila (Ratnapura)
Ellawala, Lalith (Kalutara)

Faizal, Mohamed Cassim Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Faleel, Mohamed Marjan Azmi (National List)

Fernando, Arundika (Puttalam)

Fernando, Johnston (Kurunegala)

Fernanado, Kachchakaduge Nalin Ruwanjiwa (Gampaha)
Fernando, Nalaka Jude Hareen (National List)
Fernandopulle, Mrs. Perpetua Sudarshini (Gampaha)
Fonseka, Sarath (Gampaha)

Galappaththi, Upul Sanjeewa (Hambantota)

Gamage, Mrs. Diana (National List)

Gamalath, Siripala (Polonnaruwa)

Gammanpila, Udaya Prabhath (Colombo)

Ganesan, Mano (Colombo)

Godahewa, Nalaka (Gampaha)

Gunathilaka, Udayakantha (Kegalle)

Gunawardana, Bandula (Colombo)

Gunawardena, Dinesh Chandra Rupasingha (Colombo)
Gunawardena, Yadamini Narodama Rupasinghe (National List)
Gunawardene, Mrs. Kokila Harshani (Gampaha)

Hakeem, Abdul Rauff Hibathul (Mahanuwara)

Harees, Habeeb Mohamed Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Hashim, Kabir (Kegalle)

Hasim, Abdul Haleem Mohomed (Mahanuwara)
Herath, D.B. (Kurunegala)

Herath, Herath Mudiyanselage Charitha (National List)
Herath, Herath Mudiyanselage Vijitha (Gampaha)
Herath, Hitithami Appuhamilage Don Indika Anuruddha (Gampaha)
Herath, H.M. Samanpriya (Kurunegala)

Herath, Jayarathna (Kurunegala)

Herath, Kanaka (Kegalle)

Ishak, Abdul Rahuman (Anuradhapura)

Jayakody, Arachchilage Sisira (Gampaha)

Jayamaha, Nalin Bandara (Kurunegala)

Jayaratne, Anuradha (Mahanuwara)

Jayaratne, Piyankara (Puttalam)

Jayasekara, Dayasiri (Kurunegala)

Jayasekara, Halkandaliya Lekamalage Premalal (Ratnapura)
Jayasumana, Channa Sudath (Anuradhapura)

Jayathilake, Withana Pathiranage Milan Sajith (Gampaha)
Jayawardhana, Senadheerage Don Kavinda Heshan (Gampaha)
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Kajendren, Selvarajah (National List)

Kalai Arasan, Thavaraja (National List)

Kariyawasam, Haputhanthri Gamage Sagara (National List)

Karunakaram, Govinthan (Batticaloa)

Karunatilleka, Gayantha (Galle)

Kavirathna, Mrs. Jambugaha Pitiyegedara Rohini Kumari Wijerathna (Matale)
Kiriella, Lakshman Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Kirindigoda, Udayana Chaminda (Mahanuwara)

Kodithuwakku, Karunadasa (Matara)

Kottegoda, N. Nalaka Bandara (Matale)

Kumar, A. Aravindh (Badulla)

Kumar, Velu (Mahanuwara)

Kumara, Wadduwage Manju Lalith Varna (Kalutara) [From 30th November, 2021]
Kumarasinghe, Mrs. Geetha Samanmale (Galle)

Kumarasiri, K.P.S. (Anuradhapura)

Lanza, Antony Nimal (Gampaha)
Liyanage, Udagama Liyanage Waruna Priyantha (Ratnapura)
Lokuge, Gamini Kulawansha (Colombo)

M

Madduma Bandara, Ratnayake Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Mabharoof, Imran (Trincomalee)

Manjula, L.H. Sudath (Kegalle)

Mannapperuma, A. Ajith Kumara (Gampaha) [from 08th April, 2021]
Marikkar, S.M. (Colombo)

Markar, Imthiaz Bakeer (National List)

Masthan, Kader Kader (Vanni)

Mayadunna, Chinthaka Amal (Puttalam)

Muszhaaraff, Safiul Muthunabeen Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Muzammil, Mohomad (National List)

Nanayakkara, Maligaspe Koralege Nalin Manusha (Galle)
Nanayakkara, Vasudeva (Ratnapura)

Nandasena, H. (Anuradhapura)

Navarathna, Asanka Samithajeewa (Kurunegala)

Nawananda, Gayashan (Moneragala)

Nelson, Hewa Gajaman Paththinige Kins Kumar (Polonnaruwa)
Nirmalanathan, Iruthayanathan Charles (Vanni)

Nishantha, Sanath (Puttalam)

Noharathalingam, S. (Vanni)

Pasqual, Anupa Pium (Kalutara)

Pathirana, Akalanka Buddhika Uditha Dedduwa (Matara)

Pathirana, Ramesh (Galle)

Peiris, Gamini Lakshman (National List)

Perera, Bodiyabaduge Dilan Priyanjan Anslem (Badulla)

Perera, Kasadoruge Sujith Sanjaya (Kegalle)

Perera, Ketagoda Gamage Jayantha (National List) [Resigned on 06th July, 2021] [Reappointed on 17th
September, 2021]

Perera, Nanayakkara Warnakula Patabendige Niroshan Eardley Priyantha (Puttalam)
Piyathissa, Nimal (Nuwara Eliya)

Ponnambalam, Gajenthirakumar Gankesar (Jaffna)
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Premadasa, Sajith (Colombo)

Premajayantha, Achchige Don Susil (Colombo)
Premarathne, Uddika (Anuradhapura)
Prishanthi, Mrs. Muditha (Ratnapura)
Priyantha, Ashoka (Puttalam)

Pushpakumara, A.P. Jagath (Moneragala)

Radhakrishnan, Velusamy (Nuwara Eliya)

Raghavan, Surendra (National List)

Raheem, Abdul Ali Sabri Mohamed (Puttalam)

Rahuman, Mohomed Mujibur (Colombo)

Rajakaruna, Harshana Supun (Gampaha)

Rajapaksa, Basil Rohana (National List) [From 07th July, 2021]
Rajapaksa, Chamal (Hambantota)

Rajapaksa, Mahinda (Kurunegala)

Rajapaksa, Namal (Hambantota)

Rajapaksa, Shasheendra (Moneragala)

Rajapakse, Ajith (Hambantota)

Rajapaksha, Gunathilaka (Mahanuwara)

Rajapaksha, Rajapaksha Pathirannehelage Upul Mahendra (Gampaha)
Rajapakshe, Raja Manthreelage Thilak (Digamadulla)

Rajapakshe, Wijeyadasa (Colombo)

Ramanathan, Angajan (Jaffna)

Ramanayake, A.A. Ranjan Leo Sylvester (Gampaha) [Membership terminated according to Supreme Court Decision of 12th January, 2021]
Rambukwella, Keheliya (Mahanuwara)

Rameshwaran, Marudapandy (Nuwara Eliya)

Ranasinghe Arachchige, Roshan Anuruddha (Polonnaruwa)
Ranatunga, Prasanna (Gampaha)

Ranawaka, Achchige Patali Champika (Colombo)

Ranawaka, Nipuna (Matara)

Ranaweera, Bulathwalage Prasanna (Gampaha)

Rasamanickam, Shanakiyan Rahul Rajaputhiran (Batticaloa)

Rathana Thero, Ven.Athuraliya (National List) [From 18th December, 2020]
Rathnasekara, Basnayaka Yasarathnalage Gunapala (Kurunegala)
Rathnayaka, Kumarasiri (Moneragala)

Rathnayake, R.M.C.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Rathwaththe, Lohan (Mahanuwara)

Sabry, Mohomed Uwais Mohomed Ali (National List)
Samarasinghe, Mahinda Buddhadasa (Kalutara) [Resigned on 25th November, 2021]
Samaraweera, Jayantha (Kalutara)

Sampanthan, Rajavarothiam (Trincomalee)
Santhirakanthan, Sivanesathurai (Batticaloa)
Semasinghe, Asanka Shehan (Anuradhapura)
Senarathne, Rajitha (Kalutara)

Seneviratne, John (Ratnapura)

Shritharan, Sivagnanam (Jaffna)

Sirisena, Maithreepala (Polonnaruwa)

Sithadthan, Dharmalingam (Jaffna)

Siyambalapitiya, Ranjith (Kegalle)

Sumanthiran, Mathiaparanan Abraham (Jaftna)

Sumithraarachchi, Jagath Kumara (Colombo)
Suresh, Vadivel (Badulla)

Tennakoon, Premitha Bandara (Matale)
Thennakoon, Janaka Bandara (Matale)
Thigambaram, Palani (Nuwara Eliya)
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Thisakutti Arachchige, Chaminda Janaka (Badulla)
Thondaman, Jeevan (Nuwara Eliya)
Thowfeek, Muhamedu Shariff (Trincomalee)

Udayakumar, Mailvaganam (Nuwara Eliya)
Udukumbura, U.K. Sumith (Kurunegala)
Undugoda, Rupasinghage Pradeep Saman Kumara (Colombo)

A%
Vidanagamage, Amith Thenuka (Badulla)
Vitarana, Tissa (National List)
Viyalanderan, Sathasivam (Batticaloa)

W

Wakkumbura, Janaka (Ratnapura)

Waleboda, Gamini (Ratnapura)

Wanniarachchi, Mrs. Pavithradevi (Ratnapura)

Wedaarachchi, Dilip (Hambantota)

Weerakkody, Chandima (Galle)

Weerasekera, Sarath (Colombo)

Weerasingha, D. (Digamadulla)

Weerasinghe, Gamage Haththotuwa Weerasumana (Matara)
Weerasinghe, Jayantha (National List)

Weerawansa, Wimal (Colombo)

Welgama, Kumara (Kalutara)

Wickramanayaka, Vidura (Kalutara)

Wickramaratne, Eran (National List)

Wickramasinghe, Mrs. Rajika (Kegalle)

Wickremasinghe, Ranil (National List) [From 18th June, 2021]
Wigneswaran, Canagasabapathy Viswalingam (Jaftna)
Wijesekera, Kanchana (Matara)

Wijesiri, Lokugasthota Vitharanage Chaminda (Badulla)
Wijesundara, Wijesundara Mudiyanselage Rohana Bandara (Anuradhapura)
Withana, M.W.D. Sahan Pradeep (Gampaha)

Withanage, Ankumbura Arachchige Heshan Vijaya (Ratnapura)
Withanage, Madhura (Colombo)

Yapa, Anura Priyadharshana (Kurunegala)
Yapabandara, Wasantha (Mahanuwara)
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DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

PRESIDENT
HIS EXCELLENCY GOTABAYA RAJAPAKSA

CABINET

Prime Minister, Minister of Economic Policies and Plan Implementation, Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious
and Cultural Affairs and Minister of Urban Development and Housing — The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa

Minister of Irrigation — The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa

Minister of Labour — The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of Parliament — The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena
Minister of Highways and Chief Government Whip — The Hon. Johnston Fernando
Minister of Foreign — The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris

Minister of Transport — The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi

Minister of Fisheries — The Hon. Douglas Devananda

Minister of Power — The Hon. Gamini Lokuge

Minister of Trade — The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana

Minister of Public Services, Provincial Councils and Local Government — The Hon. Janaka Bandara Thennakoon
Minister of Wildlife and Forest Conservation — The Hon. C.B. Rathnayake
Minister of Health — The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella

Minister of Mass Media — The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma

Minister of Industries — The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa

Minister of Finance — The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa

Minister of Environment — The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera

Minister of Lands — The Hon. S.M. Chandrasena

Minister of Agriculture — The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage

Minister of Water Supply — The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara

Minister of Energy — The Hon. Udaya Gammanpila

Minister of Plantation — The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana

Minister of Tourism — The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga

Minister of Ports and Shipping — The Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana

Minister of Youth and Sports and Minister of Development Coordination and Monitoring — The Hon. Namal
Rajapaksa

Minister of Justice — The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry
Minister of Public Security - The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera



STATE MINISTERS

State Minister of National Security and Disaster Management and State Minister of Home Affairs — The Hon.
Chamal Rajapaksa

State Minister of Digital Technology and Enterprise Development -The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa

State Minister of Foreign Employment Promotion and Market Diversification — The Hon. Piyankara Jayaratne

State Minister of Solar Power, Wind and Hydro Power Generation Projects Development — The Hon. Duminda
Dissanayake

State Minister of Batik, Handloom and Local Apparel Products —The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara

State Minister of Co-operative Services, Marketing Development and Consumer Protection — The Hon. Lasantha
Alagiyawanna

State Minister of Primary Health Care, Epidemics and Covid Disease Control — The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini
Fernandopulle

State Minister of Coconut, Kithul and Palmyrah Cultivation Promotion and Related Industrial Product
Manufacturing and Export Diversification - The Hon. Arundika Fernando

State Minister of Rural Roads and Other Infrastructure — The Hon. Nimal Lanza

State Minister of Wildlife Protection, Adoption of Safety Measures Including the Construction of Electrical Fences
and Trenches and Reforestation and Forest Resource Development — The Hon. Wimalaweera Dissanayake

State Minister of Warehouse Facilities, Container Yards, Port Supply Facilities and Boats and Shipping Industry
Development — The Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera

State Minister of Vehicle Regulation, Bus Transport Services and Train Compartments and Motor Car Industry
and State Minister of Community Police Services — The Hon. Dilum Amunugama

State Minister of Coast Conservation and Low-lying Lands Development — The Hon. Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva

State Minister of Dhamma Schools, Pirivenas and Bhikkhu Education - The Hon. Vijitha Berugoda

State Minister of Provincial Councils and Local Government — The Hon. Roshan Ranasinghe

State Minister of Gem and Jewellery Related Industries — The Hon. Lohan Rathwaththe

State Minister of Development of Minor Crops Including Sugarcane, Maize, Cashew, Pepper, Cinnamon, Cloves,
Betel Related Industries and Export Promotion — The Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura

State Minister of National Heritage, Performing Arts and Rural Arts Promotion — The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka

State Minister of Samurdhi, Household Economy, Micro Finance, Self-employment and Business Development -
The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe

State Minister of Company Estate Reforms, Tea and Rubber Estates Related Crops Cultivation and Factories
Modernization and Tea and Rubber Export Promotion - The Hon. Kanaka Herath

State Minister of Rural and Divisional Drinking Water Supply Projects Development — The Hon. Sanath Nishantha

State Minister of Regional Co-operation — The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya

State Minister of Ornamental Fish, Inland Fish and Prawn Farming, Fishery Harbour Development, Multiday
Fishing Activities and Fish Exports — The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera

State Miﬁlister of Rural Housing and Construction and Building Material Industries — The Hon. Indika Anuruddha
Herat

State Minister of Canals and Common Infrastructure Development in Settlements in Mahaweli Zones —
The Hon. Siripala Gamalath

State Minister of Tanks, Reservoirs and Irrigation Development Related to Rural Paddy Fields -
The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne

State Minister of Backward Rural Areas Development and Promotion of Domestic Animal Husbandry and Minor
Economic Crop Cultivation - The Hon. S. Viyalanderan

State Minister of Rural and School Sports Infrastructure Improvement — The Hon. Thenuka Vidanagamage

State Minister of Aviation and Export Zones Development — The Hon. D.V. Chanaka

State Minister of Indigenous Medicine Promotion, Rural and Ayurvedic Hospitals Development and Community
Health — The Hon. Sisira Jayakody

State Minister of Women and Child Development, Preschools and Primary Education, School Infrastructure and
Education Services — The Hon. Piyal Nishantha De Silva

State Minister of Rattan, Brass, Pottery, Furniture and Rural Industrial Promotion — The Hon. Prasanna
Ranaweera

State Minister of Livestock, Farm Promotion and Dairy and Egg Related Industries — The Hon. D.B. Herath

State (li\’llilnister of Urban Development, Waste Disposal and Community Cleanliness — The Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka
Godahewa

State Minister of Production, Supply and Regulation of Pharmaceuticals — The Hon. (Prof.) Channa Jayasumana

State Minister of Estate Housing and Community Infrastructure — The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman

State Minister of Promoting the Production and Regulating the Supply of Organic Fertilizer and Paddy and
Grains, Organic Foods, Vegetables, Fruits, Chillies, Onion and Potato Cultivation Promoting, Seed Production
and Advanced Technology Agriculture — The Hon. Shasheendra Rajapaksa

State Minister of Skills Development, Vocational Education, Research and Innovation — The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.)
Seetha Arambepola
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COMMITTEES OF PARLIAMENT

COMMITTEE ON HIGH POSTS

The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana (Chairman), The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa, The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The
Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon. Johnston Fernando, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula
Gunawardana, The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella, The Hon. Udaya Gammanpila, The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana,
The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle, The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka, The Hon. John Seneviratne,
The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa, The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, The Hon. (Mrs.)
Thalatha Athukorala, The Hon. Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka, The Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan

LIAISON COMMITTEE

The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana (Chairman), The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya, The Hon. Angajan
Ramanathan, The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa, The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa, The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The
Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon. Johnston Fernando, The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, The Hon. (Mrs.)
Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Gamini Lokuge, The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula
Gunawardana, The Hon. Janaka Bandara Thennakoon, The Hon. C.B. Rathnayake, The Hon. Keheliya
Rambukwella, The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma, The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa,
The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera, The Hon. S.M. Chandrasena, The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage, The Hon.
Vasudeva Nanayakkara, The Hon. Udaya Gammanpila, The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana, The Hon. Prasanna
Ranatunga, The Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana, The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, The
Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera, The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya, The Hon. Sajith Premadasa, The Hon. Lakshman
Kiriella, The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa, The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana, The Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath

SELECT COMMITTEES

Select Committee to Look into and Report to Parliament Its Recommendations to Ensure Gender Equity and
Equality with Special Emphasis on Looking into Gender Based Discriminations and Violations of Women’s
Rights in Sri Lanka
The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle (Chairman), The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The Hon. (Prof.) G.L.

Peiris, The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, The Hon. Piyal Nishantha De Silva, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.)
Seetha Arambepola, The Hon. Dilan Perera, The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne,
The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan, The Hon. Imran Maharoof, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini
Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. M. Udayakumar, The Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi, The Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha
Samanmale Kumarasinghe, The Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene, The Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha Prishanthi, The Hon.
Rohana Bandara, The Hon. Ali Sabri Raheem, The Hon. M. Rameshwaran, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika
Wickramasinghe, The Hon. (Mrs.) Manjula Dissanayake, The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya, The Hon. (Mrs.)
Diana Gamage

Select Committee to Identify Appropriate Reforms of the Election Laws and the Electoral System and to
Recommend Necessary Amendments
The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena (Chairman), The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, The Hon.
(Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, The Hon. Basil
Rohana Rajapaksa, The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon.
Anura Dissanayaka, The Hon. Kabir Hashim, The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara, The Hon. Mano Ganesan,
The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon. Madhura Withanage, The Hon. Sagara Kariyawasam

Select Commiittee to Consider the Government Business Presented to Parliament by the Public Institutions that
Do Not Come under the Purview of the Existing Ministries
The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa (Chairman), The Hon. Johnston Fernando, The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, The Hon.
M.U.M. Ali Sabry, The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon. Govindan Karunakaram






liii

PARLIAMENT

THE SPEAKER - The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana
THE DEPUTY SPEAKER AND CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES - The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya
THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES - The Hon. Angajan Ramanathan

PRINCIPAL OFFICIALS

SECRETARY-GENERAL OF PARLIAMENT — Mr. W.B.D. Dasanayake
CHIEF OF STAFF AND DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENERAL OF PARLIAMENT- Mrs. K.A. Rohanadeera
ASSISTANT SECRETARY - GENERAL - Mr. K.A.T.K. Jayathilake

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF PARLIAMENT

CO-ORDINATING SECRETARY TO THE SGP - Mrs. Salini Nilmalgoda
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OFFICER - Mrs. T.M.N.P. Tennakoon
PARLIAMENTARY OFFICERS - Mr. E.J. Gnanathilake, Miss S.R.W. Gunasekara

INTERNAL AUDIT OFFICE

CHIEF INTERNAL AUDITOR — Mr. W.K.D.C. Withana
PRINCIPAL OFFICER - Mr. D.R.S. Fernando, Mr. K.P.Chandana
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL OFFICERS - Mrs. H.R. de Zoysa

DEPARTMENT OF THE SERJEANT-AT-ARMS

SERJEANT-AT-ARMS - Mr. Narendra Fernando
DEPUTY SERJEANT-AT-ARMS - Mr. Kushan Sampath Jayaratne
ASSISTANT SERJEANT-AT-ARMS - Mr. N.A.S. Cooray

Mr. A.T.S. Pushpakumara, Mr. G.M.G. Priyantha, (Deputy Principal Officers); Mr. M.R.D.T. Thilakasiri (Assistant Principal Officer); Mr. U.D.M.M.
Wijesinghe (Parliamentary Officer); Mr. A.U. Premachandra (Senior Assistant Parliamentary Officer) Mrs. N.A. Dharmadasa (Telephone
Supervisor)

ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT

DIRECTOR (ADMINISTRATION) - Miss. G. Thatchanarany
DEPUTY DIRECTOR (ADMINISTRATION) - Mrs. E.D.S.M. Fernando

ESTABLISHMENTS OFFICE - Mr. W.P.L. Jayasinghe, (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. W.A.K.C. Udapola, Mrs. S.P. Gamage (Principal
Oftficers); Mrs. U.N. Panditha, Mrs. H.A.T.D. Hewaarachchi, Mrs. G.N.D. Thilakarathna, Mr. H.U.P. Kumara (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs.
D.M.D. Alahakone, Mrs. K.A.M.R.S. Rodrigo, Mr. D.G.M.S.M. Dehigahalanda (Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs. A.N.D. Gunarathna, Mrs.
K.ILM. Perera, Mrs. W.S.Y. Zoysa, Mrs. R.R.G.D.K. Jayathilaka (Parliamentary Officers); Mrs. H.A.R.R. Gunasekara, Mrs. W.R.G.S. Shamalee
(Assistant Parliamentary Officers)

MEMBERS’ SERVICES OFFICE - Mr. M.UM. Vasik (Assistant Director- Administration); Mr. E.D.J. Wickramasinghe (Principal Officer); Mr.
W.P.J. Pushpakumara Pathirana, Mr. P. D. N. Fernando (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. R.P.Y.T. Warusawithane (Assistant Principal Officer);
Mr. K.S. Silva (Assistant Parliamentary Officer)

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE - Mrs. M. N. Withanage (Principal Officer); Mrs. B.W.K.J. Welarathne, Mrs. G.K.S.
Priyadarshani, Mrs. C.S.C. Fonseka (Parliamentary Officers)

FOREIGN RELATIONS AND PROTOCOL OFFICE — Mrs. G.V. Ama Sudanthi, Mrs. T.W.A. Jayaratne (Senior Parliamentary Protocol
Officers); Mr. H.N.D.R.B. Nanayakkara (Assistant Parliamentary Protocol Officer)

TRANSPORT OFFICE - Mr. S.B. Kulugammana (Assistant Director-Administration); Mr. W.G.S. Shantha, Mr. M.R.B. Senaratne, Mrs. 1.C.K.
Ranasinghe, Mr. A.G.R.K. Abeyratne (Parliamentary Officers); Mr. R.P.H. Kularatne (Assistant Parliamentary Officer)

RIGHT TO INFORMATION UNIT - Mr. P. K. D. S. W. Wijegunawardena (Deputy Principal Officer); Mrs. D.P.A.P.H. Kulathunga
(Parliamentary Officer)

SENIOR STENOGRAPHERS - Mr. H.P.C.S. Tillakaratne, Mr. R.P. Rasika Rajapaksha

STENOGRAPHERS - Mrs. P.D.N.P. Kumari, Mrs. A. Rajanimala, Mrs. D.W.B.A. Jayanatha, Mrs. P.W.C. Priyadarshani
SENIOR TRANSLATORS - Mrs. A. Rukmanidevi, Mr. S.M. Nazir, Mr. SM.A.K. Karunaratne, Mr. M.M. Halimdeen
BUNGALOW MANAGER -

RECORD KEEPER - Mr. E.K.K.P. Pushpalal

DOCUMENTATION SUPERVISOR — Mr. S.V. Bokalawela
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HANSARD DEPARTMENT

EDITOR OF HANSARD — Mrs. C.N. Lokukodikara de Silva
DEPUTY EDITORS OF HANSARD — Mrs. S.K.M.W. Samarasekera, Mr. M.S.M. Linnas, Miss H.G. Pujika

ASSISTANT EDITORS OF HANSARD - Mrs. R.D.P. Sujeewani, Mrs. D.P.AN.N. Weerasinghe, Mrs. K.G.N.P. Rabel, Mrs. K.P.S. Perera,
Mrs. K.AJ.S. Perera, Mrs. K.D.S. Kularatne Aluthgamage, Miss Geethani Warnasuriya, Mr. H.G. Lakshitha, Mrs. P.M.G.P. Priyangika, Mrs.
M.LS. Nishra

SENIOR HANSARD REPORTERS — Mrs. H.D.L.S. Peiris, Mrs. P.V.T.V. Gamage Arumadura, Mr. S.M.R.B. Pataliya, Mrs. W.A.D.P. Wijekonda,
Miss S.M.A. Kumuduni, Mrs. F.H.AN. Silva, Mrs. E.H.W. Irangika, Mrs. T.T. Kumanayake, = Mrs. H.R.P. Chandani, Miss C.R. Karunaratna,
Mr. M.T.A.D. Millagastenna, Mr. H.G. Manjula, Mrs. D.R.D. Hettige, Miss M.M.C.K. Marasinghe, Mrs. M.P. Niroshi Sajeewani, Mrs. K.P.
Pathma

HANSARD REPORTERS — Mrs. T.U. Weerasekara, Miss G.A. Hiruni Punsara, Mr. N. Ketheeswaran, Mrs. M. Pushpakumara, Mrs. T.N.
Samarasinghe, Mr. K.M.D. Lanka, Mrs. H.R.U.S. Nivarchana, Mrs. E.V.T.R. Edirisinghe, Mrs. Indunil Dhammika, Mrs. M.A. Jesmina, Miss A.
Mirunalini, Miss M.B.T.N. Priyadarshani, Mrs. W.G.P.R. Samanmali, Mrs. R.S. Alahapperuma, Mrs. H.G. Maduka Shithari

SENIOR COMMITTEE REPORTERS - Mrs. P.G.K.N. Mihiri, Mrs. J.A.T. Samanthika, Mrs. R.M. Darshika Siriwardena

COMMITTEE REPORTERS — Miss S. Thushanthini, Mrs. J.K.I. Nilmini, Mrs. M.A.K.S. Sanjeewani, Miss. R.P.G. Kumari, Miss T.P.R.T. Kumari,
Mrs. L.P.Wadanambi, Mrs. D.S. Hewavithana, Miss S.N. Kalawana

SENIOR INDEXING OFFICERS — Mr. M.M.M. Nasaar, Miss S.A.D. Manori, Mr. J. Naushad, Mrs. M.B.V.N.T. Fernando, Mr. A.M.C.M. Adikari
RECORDING SUPERVISOR - Mr. A. V. Kaggodaarachchi

FINANCE AND SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT

DIRECTOR (FINANCE) — Mr. G. Sarath Kumara

FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS OFFICE — Mrs. K. AL Senarathna, (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. L.B.R. Pathmasiri (Principal Officer);
Mrs. LK. Samarasekera, Mrs. D.C.S. Rupasinghe (Deputy Principal Officers); Mr. M.A.K.D.C. Kumara, Mrs. R.M.S. Samanjika, Mr. S.L.
Wickrema, Mr. W.K.D.S. Kumarasiri, Mrs. T.P. de Costa (Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs. L.D.H. Molligoda, Mr. N. D. H. D. Perera,
Mrs. W.W.S.R.M.H. Samaranayake (Parliamentary Officers)

SUPPLIES AND SERVICES OFFICE — Mrs. HM.C.N.K. Herath, (Principal Officer); Mrs. J.A.D. Jayasinghe (Deputy Principal Officer); Miss
A.P.K.K.P. Thilakaratne (Assistant Principal Officer); Mrs. M.E.K.K. Fernando, Mrs. L.A. Ranaweera, Mrs. A.L.B. Weeratunga, Mrs. D.R.A.M.D.
Sewwanthi, Mr. T.G. Balasuriya, Mr. T. H. S. U. Thirimanna., Mr. D.A.M. Baddewithana (Parliamentary Officers)

CATERING ACCOUNTS OFFICE — Mr. LM.A K. Idirisinghe (Assistant Parliamentary Officer)
SENIOR STORES OFFICER — Mr. K.D. Kapila

RECEIVING OFFICER — Mr. B. K. Sampath

SHROFF — Mr. M.G.N.G. Dharmasena

STOREKEEPER (TECHNICAL) - Mr. M.P.P. G. Silva

PURCHASING OFFICER — Mr. A E.S.P. Perera

STOREKEEPER —

DEPARTMENT OF THE CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER

CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER — Mr. D.L.D. Adikari

DEPUTY CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER - Mr. K. K. D. Hannadi

SENIOR CHIEF INSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL) — Mr. W.G.W.M.P.P.B. Weerakoon
CHIEF INSPECTOR (CIVIL) — Mr. C.S. Balasooriya

SENIOR INSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. S.S. Elvitigala

INSPECTOR (CIVIL) - Mr. C. U. B. Gamage

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OFFICER — Mrs. A.L.A.U. Amarasinghe

SENIOR TECHNICAL OFFICER (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. W.R.A. de Mel, Mr. P.W.A.U.K. Dayaratne, Mr. P.R. Karunathilake, Mr. P.A.S. Lalith
Kumara

TECHNICAL OFFICER (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. N.D.C.D. Kannangara, Mr. N.M.S.S. Nawarathne
TECHNICAL OFFICER (CIVIL) - Mrs. H.D. Jayakody, Mr. P. R. Wickramaarachchi



CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING DEPARTMENT

DIRECTOR (CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES) - Mr. R. H. Edirisinghe
EXECUTIVE CHEF - Mr. L.K.C.S. Gajanayake

EXECUTIVE HOUSEKEEPER - Mr. D.D.I. Thushara

F & BMANAGER - Mr. K.M.H. Nalin Rodrigo

DEPUTY F & B MANAGER - Mr. W. S. S. Perara

SOUS CHEF - Mr. D.M.M.M.B. Ulapane

ASSISTANT HOUSEKEEPER - Mr. M.D. Perera

RESTAURANT MANAGERS - Mr. K.A.D.A. Wijesiri, Mr. K.A.A. Jayantha, Mr. L.P. Perera, Mr. M. K. N. Daminda, Mr. K.S. Sumanaweera, Mr.
M.G.U. Jayasiri, Mr. S.A.N. Senadhira

GARDEN SUPERVISOR — Mr. R.M.J. Rajapaksha
SENIOR HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISORS - Mr. M.D.E.M.N. Karunarathna, Mr. K.N. Basnayake, Mr. S.D. Rathnasiri
HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISORS — Mr. G.R.S.K.D. Gamlath, Mr. B.D. Pushpakumara

F & B SUPERVISORS - Mr. BM.C. Perera, Mr. G.D. Anil, Mr. W. N. R. Wijewardena, Mr. D. H. B. B. Pathamasiri, Mr. N. W. M. Turin, Mr. H.
D. T. Priyantha, Mr. A.D.D.S. Gunasekara, Mr. S.J. Gamage, Mr. H.R.K.S.K.Peiris, Mr. W.D.S.R.Kumara, Mr. J.A.S.K. Jayakody, Mr. D.S.
Rohana, Mr. U.A.D. Nishantha

KITCHEN STEWARDING SUPERVISOR - Mr. G.A. Wijesinghe
CHEF-DE-PARTIE - Mr. P.R. Wijesinghe, Mr. B.T.R. Hewamana , Mr. R.P. Helambage, Mr. M.W.W.M.P.C.C. Walgama,

LEADING COOKS - Mr. JM.R. Premalal, Mr. K.D. Piyasiri, Mr. D.H.A.A. Kumarasiri, Mr. H. Wijesiri, Mr. A.A.D. Suranga, Mr. K.V.A.
Jayawardene, Mr. W.R.G.A.P. Patrick, Mr. R M.M. Srimal, Mr. G.S.P. Suraweera, Mr. B.A.P. Pushpakumara

SENIOR ASSISTANT PARLIAMENTARY OFFICER - Mr. M.M. Dharmasena

DEPARTMENT OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES

DIRECTOR (LEGISLATIVE SERVICES) - Mr. H.E. Janakantha Silva

TABLE OFFICE - Mr. M.J. Perera, Mr. M.M.M. Mabrook (Assistant Directors - Administration); Mr. P.H. Kumarasinghe, Mr. K.R. Herath
(Principal Officers); Mrs. V.P.G.S. Vidanapathirana, Mr. R.AR.L. Ranawaka (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. A.C.F. Nusrath (Assistant
Principal Officer); Mrs. H.E.C. Silva, Mr. U.P.B.M. Undugoda, Mrs. N.N. Hettige, Miss E.H. Jayaweera, Mr. K.D.G.M. Krisantha (Parliamentary
Officers)

BILLS OFFICE - Mr. D.D.U.K. Munasinghe (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. A.S. De Silva (Principal Officer); Mr. J. Naseerdeen, Mrs.
K.C.K. Peiris, Mrs. R.A.D.N. Geyowanee (Assistant Principal Officers); Mr. J.T.L.P. Sameera, Miss. D.R.K. Ranasinghe (Parliamentary Officers)

COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. C.I. Dissanayake (Assistant Director- Administration); Mr. N.N. Wewelwela, (Principal Officer); Mrs. R.A.N.D.
Alwis, Mr. R.C. Wijeyathilake, Mrs. W.M.L.M. Weerasinghe (Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs. E.A.N.M. Edirisinghe, Mrs. H.N. Fernandopulle
(Parliamentary Officers)

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND PUBLIC ENTERPRISES COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. N.S. Wickramarathne, Mrs. A.C.P. Suriyapperuma
(Assistant Directors - Administration); Mrs. C.M. Bulathsinhala (Principal Officer); Mrs. B.J. Abeysinghe, Mr. S.A.M. Shaheed (Deputy
Principal Officers); Mrs. G.R.U. Gamage, Mrs. W. L. S. D. de Alwis (Assistant Principal Officers); Mr. K.M.G.K. Jayawardana,
Mrs. U.M.S. Prabashini, Mrs. J.M.S. Nirmani, Miss G.K.C. Thilakarathna, Mrs. R.C. Kulathilaka, Mrs. G.M.H.S. Gamlath, Miss. H.M.D.

Lakmali , Mrs. M. S. Bandulahewa (Parliamentary Officers)

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. K.T.C.K. Peiris (Assistant Director - Administration); Miss. S.R.M.H.G. Samaradiwakara
(Principal Officer); Mr. H.R.C. Silva, Mrs. S.W.T.R. de Silva (Deputy Principal Officers); Mr. K.T.L.A. Chandrasiri (Assistant principal Officer);
Mrs. B.S. Rangika, Mrs. H.G.K. Buddhika (Parliamentary Officers)

MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mr. A A.S.P. Perera (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. W.W.N.N.C.
Fernando (Principal Officer); Mrs. C.M. Subasinghe, Mrs. M. K. S. D. Alwis, Mrs. D.V.O. Weerakoon (Deputy Principal Officers); Miss.
R.M.D.K. Priyadarshani (Assistant Principal Officer); Miss D.L.T. Sarathchandra (Parliamentary Officer)

LIBRARIAN - Mr. S.L. Siyath Ahemed

DEPUTY LIBRARIAN - Miss. K.D.S. Wijenayake

ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN - Mr. G. Ratnayake

JUNIOR ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN GRADE I - Mr. W.A. Gunarathna

JUNIOR ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN - Mr. H.A.S.S. Perera

CHIEF RESEARCH OFFICER - Mr. G. Kumanayake

SENIOR RESEARCH OFFICERS- Mr. M. Ajiwadeen, Mrs. G.R.A. Godagama, Mrs. P.L.T. Erandathi
RESEARCH OFFICERS - Mrs. RN.H. Wijayathilaka, Mrs. H.P.A.S. Abeykoon, Mr. V. Muralithas
CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETER - Mr. W.M.U. Bandara

DEPUTY CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. J.A.S.P. Perera, Mr. C.J. Karunaratne
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SENIOR PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. K.D.R. Padmasiri, Mr. A. Saravanabavanandan, Mr. A.G. Mohamed Fiqrhi, Mr. G.F.B.
Sureshwaran, Mrs. N.B.C.J. Nissanga, Mrs. H.V.S. Heendeniya, Mr. P.L.P.L. Kumarasiri, Mr. P. Shanthakumar, Mr. S. Rameshkumar, Mrs. R.
Vasanthi Perera, Mr. M. Ajithkumar, Mr. M.H.M. Ramis

PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. D.D.V.N. Dhammage, Mr. E.A. Amarasena, Mr. EM.N.S.M. Ekanayake, Mrs. A.L.A.D.
Thiumini, Mr. M.Z.M. Azka, Mrs. A.R.Thirukumar, Mr. M.LM. Fazi, Mr. N.J. Wickramage, Mr. P.M.A. Hussain, Mr. B.M. Razeel

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND MANAGEMENT

DIRECTOR (INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND MANAGEMENT) - Mr. HM.C. Perera
SYSTEMS ENGINEER - Mr. N.B.U. Nawagamuwa

SYSTEMS ANALYST - Mr. C.J. Willoraarachchi

COMMUNICATION / SECURITY ENGINEER - Mr. G.N. Lakmahal

SYSTEMS DESIGNER - Mr. M.N.C. Wickramasinghe

SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR - Mr. A.S.D.M. Wickramaratne

WEB AND NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR - Mr. N.G.L.S. Karunathilaka

DATA BASE ADMINISTRATOR- Mr. N.M.P.U. Premachandra

SENIOR COMPUTER PROGRAMMERS- Mr. D. Panditha, Miss P.M.M. Chandima
COMPUTER PROGRAMMER - Mrs. S.A.A.B. Athukorala

SENIOR WEB EDITOR (SINHALA/ ENGLISH) - Mr. U.L. Geeganage

SENIOR WEB EDITOR (ENGLISH/ TAMIL) - Mr. M.N.M. Shifaq

SENIOR ASSISTANT COMPUTER PROGRAMMER - Mrs. P.L.I.G. Cooray
SENIOR HELP DESK CO-ORDINATOR - Mrs. B.N.H. Thissera
PARLIAMENTARY OFFICER - Mr. W.V.R. Wickramaratne

SENIOR COMPUTER OPERATORS - Mrs. P. Jehanya, Mr. J.S. Colombage, Mrs. K.G.S. Sewwandhi, Mr. W.H.U.D. Piyatunga,
Mr. N.D.D.P. Premasiri, Mr. K.P.P.S. Romawardana, Mrs. W.D.A. Jayarukshi, Mr. L.G. Ashiq Aly, Mr. A.R.M. Rikaz Ali, Mr. A.M. Fowsul
Ameen

SENIOR COMPUTER TECHNICIANS - Mr. G.M.T. Perera, Mr. H.S. Sathyajith
SENIOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS - Mr. V.R.S.J. Somaratne, Mr. W.S. Suranga

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION

PUBLIC OUTREACH OFFICER - Mrs. Y.L.R. Nootan

MEDIA OFFICER (STILL AND VIDEO PHOTOGRAPHY) - Mr. U.G.N. Duminda
PUBLIC OUTREACH OFFICE COORDINATOR (SINHALA) -

PUBLIC OUTREACH OFFICE COORDINATOR (TAMIL) - Mr. S. Jeyaprakash
MEDIA OFFICE COORDINATOR (SINHALA) - Mr. S.A.S.X. Silva



5B ec@ray Borc

BE D850
B Com0 Y5375 3025008 s Feses
500 Br8Ee®BIRD - @B e Dadw

LITIT@EHLOGTMD 6ile) T kI e6ir
B HTT 9 Wlsems
Blevnienss FaThTES CFTFedlFd: @ lgwiyFledr
QPOTLISTEUL| LITTTEHLOSTMLD - @)TewTL_Teug| dml L& GlGTLi

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

OFFICIAL REPORT
THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA
NINTH PARLIAMENT - SECOND SESSION

288 O wmreds

Osr@sl 288

VOLUME 288

85Ee®59d
LIT I T (@VHLDGIT M LD
PARLIAMENT

2022 &52208:8 18 &2 ¢eoenc;Oa¢o
2022 Fsoreun] 18, Glrsiiaumiisas)psmio
Tuesday, 18th January, 2022

88Be®5InD ¢5¥esdimcersy 8Dam RBBO

UTFTERLOTMS SIMLIL| eweuLIauLD
CEREMONIAL OPENING OF PARLIAMENT

2021 @¢e308 12 O20 &2 gaazmad ¢zmed oo @8O0
&g.09. 09.550 6388082729 et @8wwd dedew.

2021 youi 12945 Coslw resL emnssbseown  Glsarrey
2 pyriflsriger gp.rs. 9.55 weflE@GL LITTTEBLSTDF FLITLOOTL
UGBSV Ton19.69TH .

The Hon. Members, pursuant to Proclamation of 12th December
2021, assembled in the Chamber of Parliament at 9.55 a.m.
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His Excellency the President's Procession entered the Chamber at

10.00 a.m. and His Excellency took the Chair at 10.01 a.m. in terms of
Article 33(b) of the Constitution.

Mr. Speaker took his seat below the Chair.
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Whereupon the Secretary-General of Parliament read the following
Proclamation of His Excellency the President.
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EXTRAORDINARY
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No. 2257/71 - SUNDAY. DECEMBER 12, 2021

(Published by Authority)
PART 1 : SECTION (I) — GENERAL
Proclamations & C., by the President

PROCLAMATION BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT

Goranavs Ruaraksa

KNOW YE that by virtue of the powers vested in me by Article 70 of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka, I, Gotabaya Rajapaksa. President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. do by this
Proclamation. prorogue Parliament with effect from midnight of the Twelfth day of December, Two Thousand and Twenty
One and hereby fix the Eighteenth day of January, Two Thousand and Twenty Two. at 10.00 a.m. for the commencement of
the next session and summon Parliament to meet in the Chamber of Parliament,Sri Jayewardenapura.

Given at Colombo on this Twelfth day of December, Two Thousand and Twenty One.

By His Excellency’s Command,

P. B. JAYASUNDERA,
Secretary to the President.
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PARLIAMENT BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE
PRESIDENT

Hon. Speaker, Hon. Prime Minister, Hon. Leader of
the Opposition, Hon. Ministers, Hon. State Ministers,
Hon. Members of Parliament, I wish you and all
citizens a Happy New Year!

In the democratic system, you, who are elected to
this distinguished Parliament, represent the people’s
voice across different political ideologies. Therefore,
all of you who are elected to this Parliament are a
unique group accountable to the nation.

Like you, I, who have been elected President by the
people’s vote in this democratic system, am
accountable to all the people in this country. There is
no difference in such accountability with regard to the
people who voted for me or who did not during the
Election.

Therefore, as the President of this country, I urge
all of you to extend your support to duly conduct the

responsibilities of the governing and opposition
parties both in and outside Parliament to overcome the
challenges that the country faces today.

The past two years have been a challenging period
for us. We too had to face the COVID-19 pandemic
that affected the entire world at the same time. As a
result of this pandemic, almost all developed and
developing countries in the world had to face severe
economic crises. Sri Lanka, with its small economy,
felt the brunt of it severely. The lockdowns imposed
several times in the country caused many obstacles to
the country’s economic process. The key sectors
which brought foreign exchange into the country such
as the tourism industry, foreign labour and the apparel
industry were affected by the pandemic. Many
businesses, the self-employed and the daily income
earners were affected by the various restrictions
imposed, which were required to control the
pandemic. The disruption to daily community life
created a great deal of unrest in the society as well.

The Government incurred a large expenditure to
safeguard the public from the COVID-19 pandemic.
Each time the country was closed, we provided relief
to those people who would lose their daily income.
We took action to reschedule loan payments of small
and medium entrepreneurs who had lost their income
or had it substantially reduced due to the pandemic.
We did not raise any of the reduced taxes again. None
of the public servants had their salaries or allowances
pruned.

Despite  many economic difficulties, the
Government acted to bear all necessary costs,
prioritizing the health of the people. Quarantine
centres and treatment facilities were set up all over the
country while we added about 35,000 new beds to the
hospital system. Every family that was home
quarantined were provided with a relief package to the
value of Rs 10,000.

We understood early that the only solution to the
COVID-19 pandemic was vaccination. Accordingly,
we took action to import vaccines even at a large cost
and vaccinate all persons above the age of 16 years.
Presently, we compare favourably to many countries
in the world in terms of pandemic control.

We have been able to resume normal community
life, having vaccinated more than 85 per cent of the
targeted population and brought the disease situation
under control. At the moment, the administering of
the booster vaccination targeting the entire population
is carried out successfully.

The Representatives belonging to various political
parties in this august Assembly have various political
views, policy differences. However, we all ultimately
wish for the good of the country. During this difficult
time of a global catastrophe, we all have a national
responsibility as people’s Representatives to work
together and build this country. I invite all of you to
join us in fulfilling this responsibility.
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While successfully encountering  short-term
problems, our primary responsibility is to continue to
implement the long-term development programme
presented by us to the people of the country and
endorsed by a majority. The sustainable future of the
country is built on it.

Therefore, we must not forget our priorities at any
time. We promised the people to do some definite
work during a period of five years. Although we had
to face major obstacles during the first two years of
this period due to the Corona pandemic, we never
forgot nor neglected fulfilling our prime
responsibilities.

Many have forgotten that the key issue facing the
people of this country when I became the President in
2019 was national security. By now, our Government
has secured national security. People have no fear of
terrorism today.

The underworld threat had spread dangerously at
that time. We witnessed a period when prison buses
were fired at and its guards and prisoners were killed.
We went through a period when people walking down
the streets were caught in the crossfire of underworld
gang violence and died. The Government has been
able to change this situation during the past two years.

The drug menace too had become a serious
problem then. The country’s youth were getting
addicted to drugs in a major way. Sri Lanka was
becoming a hub for international drug traffickers with
the emergence of drug trafficking gangs supplying
drugs even to foreign countries. We took action to
control this expeditiously when we came to power.
This situation is largely under control today due to the
action of our security services and intelligence
services. We will continue the programme initiated to
eradicate the drug menace. Intelligence services of
neighbouring countries also provide us with the
necessary information.

The police has a major responsibility in providing
public security. In order to ensure a safe environment
where the ordinary people can live without fear and
suspicion, the police should be regularly vigilant of
public security. Therefore, we initiated a number of
reforms in the police during the recent past.

We newly established nearly 100 police stations
throughout the country to make it easier for people
living in any area to access the services of the police.
Vehicles were provided to almost all police stations
for regular inspections. In addition to infrastructure
development, special attention has been paid to
develop knowledge and attitudes and training of police
officers.

We reactivated the environmental police that had
been inactive. To strengthen the relationship between
the police and the public, we sought the engagement
of the community in public security and established a
new State Ministry for Community Police Services.

We are a nation that respects international laws and
conventions. We need to correct the misconceptions
that have been taken to the international community in
the past regarding our human rights. I say with
responsibility that during my tenure, the Government
did not support any form of human rights violations.
We will also not leave room for any such act in the
future. We do not condone such actions in any
manner.

For almost three decades, nearly all sections of the
community in this country suffered due to terrorism.
In 2009, we were able to end that situation by
defeating terrorism and bringing peace back to the
country. What we need now, however, is to set aside
the dark memories of the past and build a secure
country where all sections of the community can co-
exist in peace. We must all unite for this purpose,
irrespective  of ethnic, religious or political
differences.

We have made a major investment to bring
normalcy to community life in the war-torn northern
and eastern areas.

It was during my time as Defence Secretary that
more than 90 per cent of the land in northern and
eastern areas used for military activities during the
war was liberated. Since we are able to ensure
security and maintain peace in these areas, it will
enable us to liberate remaining lands in the future.

The issue of missing persons in war is not
something unique to a particular group. We will do
maximum justice on behalf of all such persons.

We reject racism. The present Government wants
to safeguard the dignity and rights of every citizen in
this country in a uniform manner. Therefore, I urge
those politicians who continue to incite people against
each other for narrow political gains to stop doing so.

I took action recently to pardon and release a group
of LTTE members who had been in detention over a
long period of time. We are also preparing to make
relevant amendments to the Prevention of Terrorism
Act that has been in force since 1978.

We are always ready to respond positively to
observations made by the international community
while giving priority to the country’s sovereignty and
national security.

We are a free, sovereign nation. We have no need
to intervene in conflicts among powerful nations.
While we respect our neighbours, we wish to pursue a
policy of friendship with all States.

The people in the North and the East who had been
battered by the war for a long time wanted economic
security, above all else. They wanted a good
education for children, job opportunities for young
men and women, market access for the self-employed
and entrepreneurs as well as water for drinking and
agricultural purposes, housing facilities, hospitals,
roads and other infrastructure facilities. We regard
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Government’s  prime  responsibility  towards
reconciliation as providing such facilities to these
people without discrimination.

Therefore, I urge the Members representing the
people of the North and the East in this Parliament to
set aside various political ideologies, at least
temporarily, and support the Government’s efforts to
improve the living conditions of the people in their
areas.

I firmly believe that ensuring the rule of law and
transparency is essential to strengthen democracy.
Strengthening the independence of the Judiciary is
crucial to ensure the rule of law. Since I became
President, appointments to the Judiciary and the
Attorney-General’s Department have never been
politicized. Appointments were made on the basis of
merit and seniority of officers in the judicial service,
thereby demonstrating the commitment by my
Government towards an independent Judiciary.

The country needs an efficient judicial system that
is fair to all and not a burden to the public. However,
the present judicial system has many shortcomings.
Even fundamental rights petitions, which the
Constitution decrees must be addressed in two months,
are not completed sometimes even during ten years. It
takes years to punish persons who have committed
crimes against minors. Often, it takes more than a
lifetime to resolve land cases. In this context, it is no
surprise that public confidence has eroded in the
manner that the law operates.

Although a number of Governments had previously
recognized the need to find solutions for people
suffering from law’s delays as well as identify
necessary legal reforms to position Sri Lanka as an
investment hub, the previous Governments’ attempts
to present a definitive programme to make necessary
reforms had not been successful.

However, since my Government came to power, a
number of significant changes have been effected
based on the five-point plan to increase the number of
judges to end law’s delays and establish a more
reliable and efficient mechanism for administration of
justice, to increase infrastructure in courthouses,
update obsolete laws, for centralized digitalization and
capacity enhancement of related agencies.

Projects for the “Adhikarana Piyasa” and
digitalization of the court system, which had been
planned for many years but could not be started, have
now begun. We are working to extend this
digitalization programme to cover the entire judicial
system during 2022.

After 42 years, we took action to increase the
number of Judges to the Supreme Court and the Court
of Appeal. We have taken action to establish an
efficient judicial system by increasing the number of

judges in the lower courts as well and developing
infrastructure facilities.

We have taken steps to establish Investor Courts
and Small Claims Courts as a solution to law’s delays.
We have also taken action to strengthen the
alternative mechanism for low-income persons to
resolve minor disputes instead of spending money and
going to courts. Accordingly, laws have been enacted
to establish special conciliation boards to resolve land
and monetary disputes and such special conciliation
boards will be established in 2022. At the same time,
work has been initiated to gradually expand debt
conciliation boards, previously confined to Colombo,
to other areas in the country and establish them in
Galle, Gampaha and Kurunegala Districts.

In addition, the Government has taken action to
increase the cadre of the Attorney-General’s
Department, the Legal Draftsman’s Department and
the Government Analyst’s Department, and to provide
necessary provisions to enhance the capacity required
to make the judicial system efficient.

Necessary steps are being taken to amend 98 laws
in areas of criminal law, civil law and commercial law
under the broad reforms programme.

Over the next three years, we will prepare the
necessary legal framework to make Sri Lanka an
internationally recognized, attractive investment
centre.

Governments since 1994 had, on various
occasions, attempted to introduce a new Constitution,
but to no avail. Therefore, I appointed an Experts
Committee, with the approval of the Cabinet, to study
this subject in depth, broadly consult public opinion
and prepare a preliminary draft for a people-friendly
Constitution.

I hope to submit the recommendations of this
Committee to the Cabinet and Parliament for a broad
discussion.

We are well aware of the need to develop
infrastructure facilities for rapid and sustainable
development. Therefore, infrastructure development
activities continued even under pandemic conditions.
The 100,000 Roads Project, urban development
projects, rural housing and urban apartment projects,
5,000-Bridges Project, Rehabilitation of 14,000 Tanks
Project, irrigation development projects, programmes
to provide electricity and drinking water to all
households in the country, provision of high speed
Internet facilities throughout the country, flood
control projects, technological villages and industrial
township projects are all being implemented, as
planned. Year after year, when these projects get
completed, people will be able to see the results of the
promises we made to them.

Last week, we commenced the construction of the
Eastern Terminal of the Port of Colombo as promised
in the “Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour” Policy
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Statement. Construction of the Western Terminal will
begin shortly. By the time these projects end in 2024
and 2025, the Port of Colombo would double its
capacity and will be among the 15 busiest ports in the
world.

Now, the economic process in the country is
gradually returning to normalcy. Tourists are
returning. There is a clear growth in export sectors.
However, a number of challenges remain before us.
Both short-term and long-term solutions are essential
to overcome them.

The present Budget has allocated a large amount of
money for rural livelihood development as such a
short-term solution. The Government hopes to assist a
large number of self-employed people throughout the
country through this.

We fully understand the economic difficulties
facing the people today. Therefore, the Government
decided at the beginning of 2022 to introduce a Rs.
229 billion relief package to the people. Even in the
midst of major economic challenges, these reliefs are
being provided because the Government is sensitive to
the problems of the people.

Our Government provided free fertilizer to farmers
for the past two years.

We set a guaranteed price of Rs. 50 for paddy.
When the Government paid 50 rupees, the private
sector paid an even higher price to the farmers.
Perhaps, it was because of that decision taken by the
Government that a kilo could be sold for 60 to 70
rupees. It is unfortunate that a section of the farming
community today has forgotten this.

After I became President, I stopped the import of
16 crops such as green gram, cowpea, turmeric and
ginger. Today, the farming community is enjoying its
benefits. They get good prices for their agricultural
produce. Tea, coconut and rubber also received good
prices recently. This is because of the policy decisions
we have made.

Today, we are self-sufficient in turmeric. Producers
of crops such as pepper, cinnamon and arecanut are
getting good prices as re-exports were halted. Today, a
good price is received for betel as well.

At that time, there was a huge protest against the
import of ethanol into this country. When we came to
power, the import of ethanol was completely banned.
Sugar factories are making a profit today due to this.
Also, sugarcane farmers are getting a good income.

Today, a conducive market has been created for
dairy farmers as well. Profits of local dairy companies
have increased.

We had to face some problems in implementing our
policy for a non-toxic green agriculture. There was a
misunderstanding in this regard as our objective and
plan were not properly communicated, and some

practical issues in introducing the programme were
politicized. The broad concept of a green agriculture,
which was sometimes narrowed down to organic
fertilizers even by responsible authorities, led to the
spread of misconceptions. As some decisions led to
public hardships, we had to make some changes to
them.

However, there has been no change in our
Government's policy towards a green agriculture.
Therefore, we hope to rectify the shortcomings and
take forward these policies in a more productive
manner. Our ultimate goal is to introduce modern
technology to achieve higher productivity in
agriculture and to promote the use of bio-fertilizers in
order to create an international market for non-toxic
agricultural produce. Through this, the economy of
the people who are engaged in agriculture and who
provide subsidiary services can be strengthened. In
this manner, we hope to make a strong contribution to
the future economic development process in Sri
Lanka.

2022 is a year in which we will have to make a
number of decisions regarding food security. At the
same time, there is a need for an expedited
programme to increase the local production capacity.
We must all unite and launch a cultivation effort by
utilizing every cultivable land in the country. We are
strengthened by the fact that a number of irrigation
facilities have been developed and tanks have already
been rehabilitated. I especially hope that the patriotic
youth who painted wall art and cultivated barren
paddy fields in the recent past will also support this.

A number of large-scale projects are being
constructed to provide facilities to the people under
the “Wari Saubhagya” Programme initiated by us.

. Development of the Uma Oya Multipurpose
Development Scheme, which will be completed
by supplying 120 MW of renewable energy to the
national grid, and the development of Alikota Ara,
Handapanagala and Kuda Oya storage reservoirs
and 300 feeder tanks.

. Kumbukkan Oya Reservoir Project to supply
irrigation and drinking water to dry areas in
Monaragala District.

. Lower Malwathu Oya Reservoir Project to supply
irrigation and drinking water to Mannar District.

. Wayamba Maha Ela Project to supply irrigation
and drinking water to the North-Western
Province.

. North Central Main Canal Project to supply
irrigation and drinking water to the North-Central
Province

. Basnagoda Reservoir Project to supply drinking
water to many areas in the Gampaha District.

. Thalpitigala Reservoir Project to supply irrigation
and drinking water to Uva Province.
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. Mundeni Aru Project to provide irrigation and
drinking water to Batticaloa and Mahaoya areas in
the Eastern Province.

. Development of new freshwater lagoons under the
“River to Jaffna” Project as a sustainable solution
to the irrigation and drinking water problem in the
Jaffna Peninsula.

. Nilwala River Development Project which
provides solutions to the water shortage in the
Hambantota District and also helps in flood
control in Galle and Matara Districts.

. Minipe Maha Ela Reconstruction Project, Maduru
Oya South Bank Development Project and
Mahaweli River Basin Development Project.

. Reconstruction work of 5,000 small tanks and
anicuts, and 52 medium-scale reservoirs
throughout the Island is in progress.

As a Government that recognizes the real needs of
the farming community and places a high value on
agriculture, I look forward to completing all 20 large-
scale irrigation development projects currently
underway during my tenure.

The most serious challenge we face today in
economic management is the current foreign exchange
problem. Today, we are encountering the climax of a
problem, for which a number of Governments have
failed to provide a lasting solution.

When I took over the country in 2019, the country's
foreign exchange reserves were only US Dollars 7.2
billion. A part of it was short-term loans.

By then, more than US Dollars 6 billion a year in
foreign debt was to be repaid over the next two years.
It is the loans taken by all previous Governments from
time to time that we had to repay in this manner.

We had realized that under these circumstances, if
we fail to control our spending, there will be a foreign
exchange problem in the near future. That is why we
had to take unpopular decisions such as suspending
the import of vehicles and restricting the import of
various non-essential imported goods. In this manner,
we have been able to control the total import
expenditure for the last two years.

Over the years, the country's average annual trade
deficit has been around US Dollars 8 billion. This
shortfall was offset by revenues from tourism industry,
remittances from foreign workers and foreign
exchange earned through foreign investment.

Of these, we had the highest hopes for the tourism
industry. We had planned to increase the revenue from
tourism to US Dollars 10 billion over a few years.

But due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which began
in December, 2019, the global tourism industry

suffered a setback. Thus, we lost about US Dollars 4.5
billion in annual revenue flowing into the country
through tourism in 2020 and 2021.

We also lost a large amount of monthly remittances
sent by about 200,000 foreign workers who left their
jobs and returned to Sri Lanka due to the COVID
pandemic.

Due to the continuous closure of the country, we
were not able to attract new foreign investments.

Our reserves plummeted and imports were severely
hampered by this unavoidable process that took place
beyond our control.

It is not possible to meet our import requirements
without increasing our reserves.

In order to surmount this problem in the long run,
we need to make great strides in our export industry
through innovations, export diversification and value-
adding mechanisms. At the same time, there should
be a major development in the areas of foreign
currency attracting tourism industry, employment of
skilled workers abroad, and information and
communication technology. All this had been clearly
stated in our Policy Statement. Their implementation
should be expedited now.

As a small country, our country has very limited
natural resources to earn foreign exchange. We do not
have resources like oil, gas and coal.

Today, all countries in the world that developed
without natural resources have chosen foreign
investment as the solution. They used foreign
investment to boost the export industry, create new
jobs and support local businesses.

If one acts for purely political reasons to
misinterpret and create a wrong opinion among the
people about foreign investments, then such person is
not doing any good to the country.

At this time, we have a strong need for investment
for the development of our country. Therefore, we
need to make more efforts in the future to attract new
investments to carefully chosen sectors. What matters
is not whether they are domestic or foreign
investment, but whether they are for the good of the

country.

The solution to unemployment lies in job creation.
At present, most of the employment needs of the
country are met by small and medium-scale local
businesses. Therefore, we must always prioritize the
protection and empowerment of local entrepreneurs
engaged in various businesses. We understand the
needs of the business community and will do our
utmost to encourage them.

About 20 per cent of our annual import expenditure
is allocated for oil imports. When the total export
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earnings are less than US Dollars 1,000 million a
month, we have to spend about US Dollars 350
million a month on oil alone. About 70 per cent of the
imported fuel is used as fuel for vehicles. It costs
about 21 per cent to generate electricity. Only 4 per
cent is used for industry.

When we allow the import of vehicles in the future,
we hope to give priority to electric vehicles.
Accordingly, we should plan to use renewable energy
sources as much as possible when supplying electricity
to vehicles.

The main problem facing industries in Sri Lanka is
the high energy costs. Our country does not have fuel
resources such as oil or coal. All of them should be
imported. But, we have rivers, the sea surrounding the
country, plenty of wind and sunshine all year round.
This is why renewable energy sources were prioritized
under our “Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour” Policy
Statement. We have agreed to the target of generating
70 per cent of the country's energy needs through
renewable energy sources by 2030.

We have already made a number of plans to meet
the future power requirements. In the last two years
alone, we have been able to add a significant
renewable energy capacity to the local power grid,
using wind and solar power.

The capacity of the Thambapavani Wind Power
Plant, which was commissioned last year and is now
successfully operating at 100 MW, will be increased
by another 50 MW this year. In addition, under the
“Gamata Balagarayak” Programme, work has
commenced on the construction of 7,000 small solar
power plants with a capacity of 100 kilowatts through
local investors, of which 560 megawatts will be added
to the power grid within the next two years. Also, the
installation of rooftop solar panels on the roofs of
government offices has commenced with a loan
facility of Rs. 20 billion signed with India last year.

Construction of the 120 MW Uma Oya Scheme and
the 35 MW Broadlands Hydro Power Plant is nearing
completion. Moragolla Hydro Power Plant is expected
to be completed by 2023.

Our goal is to achieve the carbon neutral target by
2050. Sri Lanka is already a co-leader in the Global
Compact for No New Coal Energy. We will not
approve the construction of coal power plants in the
future for any reason.

I have always stated that education should play a
very important role in the formulation of national
policies.

We need an education system that matches the
modern world. To this end, we have paid special
attention to educational reforms as well as
infrastructure development. We are working to
increase the number of 379 National Schools by a
further 1,000. We have allocated a large amount of

funds for school development in this Budget as well.
In the next few years, we will provide basic facilities
to every school in the country to reduce the gap
between schools.

We recognize the importance of technology
education in creating employment and business
opportunities for young people in the modern world.
Therefore, in the last two years, allocations have been
made to all universities to increase the number of
students studying Science, Technology, Engineering

and Mathematics -STEM - streams.

In addition, reforms have already been introduced
to initiate courses in IT, English and Entrepreneurship
for all university students, regardless of their subject
stream.

We had emphasized the entitlement of every
student who passes the Advanced Level to enter a
university. Accordingly, steps have been taken to
increase the capacity of all universities. All plans have
been finalized to start 10 new City Universities
covering 10 less privileged districts.

Through these reforms, we have already increased
the number of students admitted to universities
annually by 35 per cent. Accordingly, last year, we
were able to enroll 10,000 new students in addition to
the 30,000 previously enrolled. We also increased the
number of university staff by about 500 and allocated
funds to improve their educational and welfare
facilities. In addition, steps were taken to enroll
10,000 new students for technical degrees at the Open
University. The courses are designed to enable these
students to pursue their education while being on the
job from the first year.

However, still, less than 25 per cent of the total
students who qualify for university annually are able
to enroll in to the State university system. Under these
circumstances and in relation to the growing
population, we must realize that it is no longer a
reality for the Government alone to provide a high
quality university education to all students who pass
the Advanced Level.

Although eligible to enter a university, many
young people are frustrated by the lack of space in the
State university system and the lack of opportunity to
even pay and pursue higher education in Sri Lanka.
People with some means will even sell their parents'
properties and go abroad to study. Others become
helpless.

Instead of sending money abroad for our own
children's education, we have lost the opportunity to
attract foreign students to Sri Lanka through a high
quality university system.

Many of the world's top universities are non-profit,
non-governmental universities. All those universities
offer scholarships to talented students for free
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education. This model, common to many countries in
the world, is not adopted in our country.

If we create a more conducive environment for
university education in our country, we will have the
opportunity to attract world-renowned higher
education institutions of international standard to Sri
Lanka. Through this, the capacity of the university
system in Sri Lanka can be increased and higher
education opportunities can be provided to more
people.

There is no reason, other than the traditional
political ideologies, not to give this opportunity to the
children of the country. If the country's legal
framework needs to be changed to do this, it can only
be done by this Parliament.

Therefore, I propose to this august Assembly to
discuss at length whether, while increasing the
capacity of State universities, the establishment of
high quality, non-State universities in the country can

be permitted.

Today, the whole world is moving forward with
technology. The use of technology in all fields is very
important to achieve the development aspirations of
our country.

Over the past two years, we have done a great deal
to achieve the goal of creating a Sri Lanka that is
technologically-driven by a digital economy.

In coordination with all government agencies such
as TRCSL, ICTA and CERT, we set up a separate
Ministry of Technology to provide guidance and
monitor their activities.

Internet and communication technology
infrastructure are crucial for the digitization of any
country. Therefore, we are expanding our fibre and 4G
networks to provide broadband high-speed Internet
access to all parts of the country.

More than 300 villages covering eight districts have
already been connected to these networks. In a very
short period of time, we will expand fibre and 4G
networks to all parts of the Island and provide
broadband  high-speed Internet communication
facilities to all schools, large and small.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the rapidly
developing infrastructure enabled people to work from
home, continue their education online and run their
businesses online.

According to a recent International Telecommuni
cation Union report, we are at the forefront of
countries with the lowest communication fees.

Developed jointly by the Ministry of Education and
ICTA to take the concept of free education to the

digital space, “e-Thaksalawa” has been established as
the official online education system in all schools.
Completely free of Internet service charges, this
access is now open to the public university system as
well.

The introduction of digital technology in public
administration is another important step we have
taken. Accordingly, the digitization process of
government institutions in a number of priority areas,
including health, agriculture and the Judiciary, is
already in full swing.

The project to introduce a digital Identity Card,
long awaited by the public, is almost complete. The
first steps in introducing this will begin this year.

During the last two years, a great deal of work has
been done in the fields of education, higher education
and technical education to create the necessary human
resources and technological workforce for the
digitization of Sri Lanka. We are working to build
facilities at the national level so that young
technologists can start and run businesses from
anywhere in the country. Through the Digital Nomad
Programme, we are working to develop the
infrastructure so that not only local technologists, but
also technologists from abroad can serve overseas
from any part of Sri Lanka.

We look forward to encouraging Sri Lankan
innovation as well as bringing in foreign technology
companies to Sri Lanka through the Technology Parks
already under construction in Galle, Kurunegala,
Kandy, Nuwara Eliya and Habarana.

In line with the rapid digitization, we are also
working to update the relevant legal environment. The
Cabinet has already approved the Data Protection Bill
for the protection of citizen’s data as well as the
Cyber Security Bill for cyber security in Sri Lanka. A
new legal framework to protect Sri Lanka's submarine
cable system is also being drafted.

The Government 1is wusing state-of-the-art
technology in the development of infrastructure in this
sector in a manner second to none in the region. We
hope to transform ICT/ BPM businesses into a US
Dollars 3 billion export sector soon, thereby
transforming future Sri Lanka into a technologically-
driven country. We also aim to create an environment
where our future generation can compete with any
country in the world through the use of new
technology and their own creations.

We are a nation that has faced many challenges
throughout history. We successfully overcame those
challenges when the country had the proper
leadership.

We have the ability to overcome the challenges we
face even at this moment. I am ready to give the
necessary leadership for it.
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We are implementing the plans required to
overcome the current challenges and build the
prosperous country that the people expect.

Our goal is to make Sri Lanka one of the fastest
growing countries in the region in the next few years.
To this end, we are working to achieve definite growth
in all three sectors - agriculture, industry and services.

I need the support of you and the people to make
our plans a success.

This country belongs to the people who live in the
country today as well as to those who will live in the
future. We are only the present custodians of this
country. The future of this country depends on how we
act today. Hence, we all are accountable for future
generations.

Therefore, 1 hope that all those who love the
country will extend their support at this time.

I thank you all.

Theruwan Saranai!
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Education and

the Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 10.55 a.m. until 1.00 p.m. on
Wednesday, 19th January, 2022.
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