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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando - Minister of Highways and
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(The Hon. C.B. Rathnayake - Minister of Wildlife and

Forest Conservation)
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Petition ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Industries:
(a) Ishe aware that -

(1) Sri Lankan reed manufacturers are
abandoning the industry by now;

(i) aforesaid manufacturers encounter issues
regarding the supply of raw materials and
sale of products; and

(iii) a huge amount of foreign exchange can be
earned by aforesaid industry?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) whether Sri Lankan reed products are
exported;

208Ce®snd 894

(i) if so, the foreign income earned by
aforesaid exports in 2015;

(iif) whether measures will be taken to export
Sri Lankan reed products, if the same is not
done by now; and

(iv) if so, the dates on which such measures will
be taken?

(c)  Will he also state -

(i) whether measures have been taken to
expand the market for Sri Lankan reed
products; and

(i) if so, of aforesaid measures?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:

(a)  Will he inform this House how many farmers are
engaged in cattle farming in each of the five
Divisional Secretaries' Divisions in the Mannar
District, separately?

(b) Is he aware that cattle die of starvation due to
scarcity of food on account of the unavailability of
adequate grazing lands for cattle farming within
the Mannar District?

(¢)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the other areas to which farmers engaged in
cattle farming can take their cattle because
grasslands are lost for cattle grazing during
the periods in which paddy farming
activities are carried out in the Mannar
District;

(i) whether action will be taken to set aside
lands for grazing within the Divisional
Secretaries' Divisions in Mannar District;
and

(iii)  if so, the time frame for implementing it?
(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa - Minister of Irrigation, State

Minister of National Security and Disaster Management

and State Minister of Home Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Lands:
(a)  Will he state -

(M

(ii)

(iii)

the number of families residing in
permanent or temporary houses in the
Sevanagala Divisional Secretary's Division,
Monaragala;

the number of persons who have been
provided with the deeds or permits, out of
the said occupants; and

out of the lands in (ii) above, the extent of
land in the possession of the Ministry of
Lands?

(b)  Will he also state-

)

(ii)

whether he is aware that certain families
residing in permanent or temporary houses
constructed in lands for which deeds or
permits have not been granted;

if so, out of the lands in which the aforesaid
families reside, the extent of land in the
possession of the Ministry of Lands;

904

(iii)  whether any arrangement has been made to
provide permits for the lands without
permits; and

if so, the date on which the aforesaid
permits will be provided?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Education and
the Leader of the House of Parliament)

Power cuts is a separate matter.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

No. If you do not have money, you cannot import fuel,
you cannot import coal. So, if you cannot have coal and
fuel, then you will have to go for power cuts; power cuts
8Be DO 0O, GeE BI®O. I8 0@ yOm»HO
e¥nd.
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(omessryfl @ HCBevrely @ ewreuiger)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Former Prime Minister, at the moment, there is no
power cut. There is a serious problem, to which you are
trying to draw the attention of the Government. The Votes
of the relevant Ministries and Corporations are taken up
for discussion today. So, you can ask those questions.
There is no power cut issue at the moment. There is a go-
slow by the engineers’ union. That is a different issue. So,
do not link up the two matters together.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
No. I am not linking up -
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

I appreciate what you are raising. At the moment,
there is panic about a foreign exchange crisis, but still, we
are in control.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

What I am saying is that we have to discuss what will
happen next year because we are making appropriations
for the next year.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
That will be explained.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

The President himself, at the Presidential Export
Awards ceremony, said, “We will have to take unpopular
decisions.” So, he was prepared to say that the
Government has to take such decisions. We are not saying
that these are popular decisions, but let us all get together
and look at this issue of power cuts.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

At the moment, we have enough hydropower.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

I am looking at a situation caused by a drought.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

A drought can occur only after a few months, not at
the moment. So, let us not link up the two matters
together. @@ awvy eomd Ddewmw O 28 BERIE b
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
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(The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa - Minister of Youth and Sports,
Minister of Development Coordination and Monitoring and
State Minister of Digital Technology and Enterprise
Development)

Sir, what I say is about the matter raised by the Hon.

Leader of the Opposition.
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The Accord, Hon. Minister, was entered into
specifically to deal with “Resolving the ethnic problem of
Sri Lanka, and the consequent violence, and for the
safety, well-being and prosperity of people belonging to
all communities of Sri Lanka.” There is no reference
whatsoever in the Accord relating to economic rights
between the parties, and it is limited to the ethnic conflict.
There is also no reference to the oil tanks even in the
annexures, that the oil tanks should be given. It is
mentioned only in two letters that were exchanged
between the Late Mr. Rajiv Gandhi and Late President
J.R. Jayewardene, one of which states,“The work of
restoring and operating of the Trincomalee Oil Tank
Farm will be undertaken as a joint venture between India
and Sri Lanka”. So, it does not talk about leasing or
anything like that. There is nothing about a lease of the
entire oil tank farm in it, which you have been touting for
the last few weeks.

So, you have been telling untruth on the question of
the legal validity of the Agreement relating to the taking
over of possession and related matters of the China Bay
installation of the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation. You
referred to the Agreement saying that it is a legal
Agreement. That is a Memorandum of Understanding.
MoU oma Busler’, ¢deadddm 80x0x. & 88hed® 1.2
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BBwdsews B ©© Besimn®, Section 2 of the
Prevention of Frauds Ordinance provides, I quote:

“No sale, purchase, transfer, assignment, or mortgage of land or
other immovable property, ....... shall be of force or avail in law
unless the same shall be in writing and signed by the party making
the same, or by some person lawfully authorized by him or her in
the presence of a licensed notary public and two or more witnesses
present at the same time, ... of such writing, deed, or instrument be
duly attested by such notary and witnesses.”

OO HOBROB, omE OB ©wdIRewsI O
30T B8ed BBwdS wuBm ™Iy, W8S O5T
afest »oy BB®s document Om BBewds sywi. & B,
prima facie, the MoU does not appear to have been
executed before a licensed notary and does not meet the
basic criterion set out in Section 2 of the Prevention of
Frauds Ordinance and thus, the said Agreement shall be
of no force or avail in law. In the circumstances, no
legally enforceable rights would accrue to the parties
based on the said Agreement, which is, in fact, a nullity.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] in the Chair.
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The Hon. Tissa Attanayake, please. You have 14
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon. B. Y. G. Rathnasekara.
You have six minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe. You
have 13 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Order, please! The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte will
now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

left the Chair, and THE HON. PREMNATH C. DOLAWATTE fook the
Chair.
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Hon. Presiding Member, at the United Nations
Climate Change Conference held between 31% October
and 12™ November, 2021 in Glasgow, His Excellency
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa said that there will be no
more new coal power plants in Sri Lanka in the future
and the country will achieve 70 per cent of its energy
requirement through renewable energy by the year 2030.
That is a very good thing. gBusfBex 88w:d o @m®
@NIC GCWH.

Geowmnoe o @5iFnes, if we are looking at
alternative energy, we must look at renewable energy.
Renewable energy has been classified as biomass,
hydropower and so on. e® g0&%hed @@ gm @ecdewsy
OnE »OmD, Oed ogddd 8w O 08 wavnwm
OBn®. @ WOy OwOE ewldsn PO B »OB
D00 0® 6ed B¢Bw gDarmeds’ nems’ dww, wd»d
DwdE  8Bwwd 50, o Leers’  ®OmOm
OERBIOESY Bdswcmre mostesy. Dred®, wind power,
solar power and geothermal power are also classified as
renewable energy. There is a huge potential in this
country for solar and wind power. There are also onshore
and offshore wind farms. The Hon. Duminda
Dissanayake also spoke about wind power and the huge
potential for it. The cost of wind energy and solar energy
is coming down with the development of new
technology. We have the potential to develop at least a
1,000 megawatt offshore wind plant in Puttalam and the
Hon. Minister mentioned the Mannar Basin also.

But, the issue here is the worsening economic crisis in
this country. The economy has been mismanaged by this
Government. How will this Government face the looming
power crisis? m»@sisnsiedE emddd BODE ©OcED=
O BB, aBD8eesI® ¢@8n®ed w3 8m ¢ind,
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ydmemO qud Gyes ocsin edmd Bwee. The
fundamental question on the share sales agreement of the
Yugadanavi Power Plant is, who decided on that value of
US Dollars 250 million? Was it the Auditor-General? If
so, is he so qualified? Or, was it someone else who
decided on that US Dollars 250 million value? Can the
Government table the valuation report? Keep in mind that
your Government came to power by promising the people
of this country that not an inch of this country's lands will
be sold; o» 30 gwes dnemsiesy sy Bec OB e
B@sInsTedE AEW C O3 enEE ymn meg. If
this Government wants to sell some land, why do they not
tender for it or, at least, go for a Swiss Challenge inviting
all parties to come and participate in that tender? I am
asking the Government to be transparent.

Now, Hon. Minister, the name of the game is LNG -
Liquified Natural Gas. All future transportations of
shipping lines will be done by using LNG. Container
ships will require at least US Dollar 1 million worth of
LNG in the future. So, I think the New Fortress Energy
Company is targeting that, trying to make Sri Lanka a
global hub for LNG supply, which is a good business
strategy for them. But, where will that lead Sri Lanka?
Where will we stand in that deal? Why is the
Government not disclosing the details of that Agreement
to Parliament and the people of this country? Do all the
Cabinet of Ministers know about the intricate details of
that deal or not? The Hon. Minister, when he replies, will
probably touch on that. The people are asking, “Who is
getting paid?” Clause 3.1 (b) of that Agreement states that
the maximum unit price is US Dollar Cents 9.9 for the
Yugadanavi Power Plant.

However, according to the Cabinet Paper dated
06.09.2021, the Government has agreed to increase the
unit price to US Dollar Cents 12.32. =8¢ ¢® o meg?
©® 2ddMed & ydmw awsim . Who is the one who
increased the agreed unit price of US Dollar Cents 9.9 to
US Dollar Cents 12.32? Who is getting paid, is the
question that this entire country is asking.

Now, there is a talk of a price formula for fuel. I must
remind that when the late Hon. Mangala Samaraweera
brought a price formula, your party criticized it. What is
happening now? Is there a price formula coming up? I
think the Hon. Minister has to answer that question.

Then, let us look at the State-owned Enterprises and
their losses. The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka also touched on
that. With regard to the CPC, there are unpaid bills worth
US Dollars 1.3 billion and the loans to banks stand
roughly at US Dollars 2 billion. So, the total liability is
around US Dollars 3.3 billion. Then, if you look at the
Ceylon Electricity Board, there is US Dollars 45 to 50
billion worth of debt that has to be settled per year. Sir, if
you look at the SriLankan Airlines also, there is a colossal
debt which has to be settled. But, I do not know how the
Government is going to settle these amounts. We, as the
Opposition, have always maintained that whenever the
Government proposes something good for the country, we
would certainly support it.

Then, what has happened to the fuel credit line with
Qatar? Did that work out or not? I think the Hon.
Minister has to disclose to this House the details of that
discussion as well. Will India give us a credit line? If so,
how much? Earlier, the Hon. Anura Dissanayaka said that
it is about US Dolalrs 500 million, but what was reported
in the newspapers was that it is about US Dollars 250
million. So, what is the real status of that agreement or
deal with India? Then, what will happen to the
Sapugaskanda Refinery? What will happen to the
Trincomalee oil tanks? These are questions that have
been raised in the House from this morning. The Hon.
Patali Champika Ranawaka and the Hon. Kabir Hashim
also raised them. So, I think the Hon. Minister will have
to answer those questions.

Fortunately for the Hon. Minister and the
Government, 65 to 70 per cent of our households still
cook using firewood. ®® Sn> ©3wd Seonf O BSOS B
DI godsl. e®me, especially after what has been
happening with the gas cylinders, people will start
resorting to alternative means of cooking, and firewood
will be used more, going back in time.

I do not wish to speak much longer, Sir, but I wish to
say that there would be more burning issues in our
country. g88m yamw, eweds yadm®, ednEm YEm®
B0 02008, gBDEwersI® RS abgcemOs e®
000 Gyen ©¢simy eOMDw Bum O 0® gdded ®©d;
OB ©y PWHOO ®»BIMYedsy w8 evsidr ecsim
8Be 0D, ©® B0 08w wd S WwosTes’ mywri.
GRow0Gie) ©O OB OB, ©O HD mE® e e OHC
A8 0D Bedmryd ¢?
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have four minutes more.
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(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)

®ed %D gdwsi WO,
OIBROA.

YEoeszndied  ®C;

Sir, I will conclude my speech by quoting Richelle E.
Goodrich. She stated, “There are far too many silent
sufferers. Not because they don't yearn to reach out, but
because they've tried and found no one who cares.” &=
OO 00 JPud® Buiwms’ VB Bwy ecens Ym®
¥ @ “You can fool all the people some of the
time and some of the people all the time, but you cannot
fool all the people all the time.”

GRownG) ©0; OBIEROB, 0 DD dxY WO
¢8I0 DI eReW® EFHAE.
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Considered further in Committee. -

[THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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Question, “That the increased sum of Rs. 529,000,000, for Capital
Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put and agreed to.

Capital Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 237,300,000, for Head 119,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 119, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 3,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 3,000,000, for Head 119,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 119, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 26,000,000

OO @sTedOsT Yyrrsig Ownmo

(omevsryLl@ BegmesTervL 63T LIT6STTIHGI)

(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

YRow0Ge) © OBROB, Yo ¢ eDNeDsY
® Bwdsny v emYd®um, 2022 0w wwo @DEGedE,
119 9 D B8sed 0205 D@WOVD BEYI ERTNBWD
988u mOHmOa.

OO o806 OIEH®0

(omevsrL i@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTeH6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

IO 60 OWm®E?

6361 @ﬁ@@d‘(

(orewryyfl@ o miinNesrigseir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

@2 8¢ O ©wIe9000 tsts 8308 Sas:
BTOTSHLILIL L &)
Resolved:

"30 o 8ge?d, 10 0 ed€w 9n 0 & edRDO sunm wewss
383500 pede »e gre:

'D@e0w 02 8-080 O Rwlw - 526,000,000'"
[007 @sTedonsy gzl @wmn]

(000 wroaddmed ¢fpe Oxed @s D ewldsn gm 13 -
g8 Be ACRTA ©-08Qm6 wOen 005y BOB C¢ YyBs anes
»68zY 6. 500,000,0008z7 Yeam yBuoem 018 BEOB)

“119 o BEvesd 02 O D @WOVm, §EAD Bwbe® wewo
St 526,000,000 ¢z 018 e e CBeCIBDIBO FREDT BE
@gre’ 6 game 0w 85T ww ©®®n Sae.

119 o &Bbsewd 02 2 DReOvm, FeI» Bwe®
cBeEamerd emdens v13ed A6 greld Bewln »Im 2.

‘semeviy 119, Blapsfssib 02, apevgard ClFsveydsrear
Flafassiin’ L epumis 526,000,000 oy suenswruin Caidssli
u@rs” srenh aflerm aflhldbsliul B HmisesTsTariiL’ L g).

geweotiy 119, pPlspsfggsliLm 02,
FBSsUUL Leurm L euswewrullest  LGSwTS

cpUSeTE  GlFsvey
[OIGEEES

S Leneruil_ Ui’ 1Lgi.

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 526,000,000,000, for
Head 119, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the
Schedule" put and agreed to.

Head 119, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 129,500,000, for Head 406,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 406, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 3,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 3,000,000, for Head 406,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 406, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 242,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 242,000,000, for Head 406,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 406, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 158,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 158,000,000, for Head 406,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 406, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 217,900,000, for Head 115,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 115, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 34,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 34,000,000, for Head 115,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 115, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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And it being past 5.00 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to
report Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Tuesday, 30th
November, 2021.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. PREMNATH C. DOLAWATTE Ileft the
Chair, and THE HON. AJITH RAJAP AKSE took the Chair.
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And it being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.37 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 30th November, 2021, pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 20th November, 2021.
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