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CONSULTATIVE = COMMITTEE

QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE:
Deposit Fraud at East Hewagam Korale Multi-Purpose
Co-operative Bank

APPROPRIATION BILL, 2022 - [Twelfth Allotted
Day]:
Considered in Committee — [Head 135 (Plantation);
Heads 410, 293 (Company Estate Reforms, Tea and
Rubber Estates Related Crops Cultivation and

Factories Modernization and Tea and Rubber Export

Promotion); Head 431 (Coconut, Kithul and
Palmyrah Cultivation Promotion and Related
Industrial Product Manufacturing and Export

Diversification); Heads 432, 289 (Development of
Minor Crops Plantation including Sugarcane, Maize,
Cashew, Pepper, Cinnamon, Cloves, Betel Related
Industries and Export Promotion); Heads 122, 286 -
288,327 (Lands);

ADJOURNMENT MOTION:
Expression of Sri Lanka's Solidarity and Support to
Palestine
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§Roesz¥001e) Bes.
urymepweTmd wp.u. 9.30 wenfls@hd g igwg).
FUTHTWST Sjeuiser [Lomesryllg wanlbs wriiur HCueuige]
BHENCVEHLD U GHTT 6.

The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.

G8 eF9x08w 88w 5ID®
FTUUESSLUL L LSS TBIsG6T
PAPERS PRESENTED

o0 Cerld @emdidm dwm (g8 gSis @Y

38Ee®5Ined 31506 HR®)

(orerylleg  FHCerey @Gemtouigear - sHval S EDLFF(HLD

LTI TEBLOSTDE FenLl (PH6eVeu(HLD)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Education and

the Leader of the House of Parliament)

O ®DOIBNIDROB, @@, 8Sm yBRFE o
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208Be0xIned fdd Bewdn 119(4) ymcd BiFee wy
05) C1g B 8o BEADE Dobm0d 928un mS8.

©O® Dofmd el Ben® BEICE m0m wwid edn ©wd
e G B OO ewldzn WHSS.

g S®esz &Y, etwr e3®@z Ses.
aflsorr BB (B) eTDms GCIsmeramLiLIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
REPORTS
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(orewryllg (weugdw seorplFl) rGwey uHrewr - CQumH

CaTl L jewFei)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Plantation)
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Do8m0 w8@IBTRewsT OB CHm wwIed Dabnd ©® 9Buny
»68.

718
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D800 e Ber®;

(iv) 2018 8bww wews § Gomw o Oaddced Db8m
Da8m100;

V) 2018 D&zw wewo 8/w ©EOD OBE 8®1we® DibEm
Da8m109;

(vi) 2012 D8ww wewo § Gomo Gds D88 wotded
D882 Da&m0D;

(vii) 2013 88w wews & Como Goss B8 ewotdhed
D288 Dalm00);

(viii) 2014 8w wewo § Gomo s D88 woeded
D288 Da&m00);

(ix) 2015 88w wews & Como Coss OBE wotfhed
D088 Dadm0D;

x) 2016 2&ww wcwo & oo Coss OBE wotded
D288 Da&m00);

(xi) 2018 8w wews e o O wddLm gdmBed
08582 Da&m0D;

(xii) 2018 D8ww wewo § Com oy vloduen FIwmBIS-
DEDIZNEE D88 Dabnod;

(xiii) 2018/2019 ©&ww wewo »OEIIBIwm  enf
DEDTHEEI 8@me® Dab8z Da&m2D; 5t

(xiv) 2019 &&sw ssewo & Como 08 sdedveamivnmed
D882 Da&m00D.

@e00desn On DI gnald Bewlo o G&.
FUTLTL_GSI60 (3) 15555 b1 1_swemuil_ L1 gj.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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LD&)| 5 5 61T
PETITIONS

OO0 Dggedd uzneEEd dwm (¥ 8Os

3@ ®)

(oreryflg  aursGzeu  prewrmwssTr - B

O|ELDEFFIT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara - Minister of Water

Supply)

@S DONEDROB, ewden, YHmo®, HEBBOEC, o
10 ¢o» EGmewnd 2.8 98.3. goot dxvemy Pwmensy
Clw coFudn 00 BEwsIDs.

QULPMHIGH D

OO DOIBIBHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

B0 @SB YBNBIE QDB - [wen 0bvw BE y».]

®0 BBID @CDS W - [een obww nE 2».]

988 WOy 3¢ esns® dwsr osxed® ¢ om
8560000 7080 g2 38 Bowsw wo» &

FOTFLILAGSHLILIL L 1069)s0ULT CIITHIWEDIS GUPeYsHSGHTF FITL L 5%
S LUl LI 1.

Petition ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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DRUGS ISSUED TO GOVERNMENT PHARMACIES FROM 2015-

1.

2019: DETAILS

864/2020

®C gOCREB ganemIce Dwmo

(omevsrLll@ SIS TEHS EHCHTT6V)
(The Hon. Amarakeerthi Athukorala)
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W(HhSBBISEHGE QUPBISLILIL L T 6TOTLNS Ui

SBleuryr?

() 2015 QasrLgsw 2019 euenr e WHHSHBIS
@SS UPHSILLRGES SPDES STSglevrer
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6T6)6UETElUEITLIEN S WU LD;

(i) Gupuiy wmbgsetesr GLMILLS ereusuaTE6U6ET

LIEDG UL|LD;

QeusuGoummas
ledvimrr?

Ojeurr @) FFemLIGE Guogiib

() e wEHHSSBIGERESG STLTEUSWITHIW  LHH
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(i) Gupuyg wEbHseTsT CQupiwdew 2 flw
supsigpisal1flmbg  ypel@eaispe Guwp
Qamsiremiii L [BL_6U1q &6 B6IT wireney
6TGITLIEN S IL|LD;

(i) efw Qumuod el liLLTE eukIGHT
HEHEHOBBITTH  TOSHBLILL L HL6UIGHENHBET
WITEMN6) 6TEITLIEHSW|LD;

Sjeui @MIi@eurym?

3)s51@msv, 676077

asked the Minister of Health:

(@)

(b)

©

(d

©

Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of government pharmacies
(Osu Sala) belonging to the State
Pharmaceuticals ~ Corporation  located
throughout the Island; and

(i) the districts in which government
pharmacies are not available, if any?

Is he aware of the fact that substandard and
expired drugs were issued to the government
pharmacies during the previous regime?

Will he also inform this House, separately-

(1) the quantity of substandard and expired
drugs that had been issued to the
government pharmacies from 2015 to 2019;
and

(ii) the value of the aforesaid drugs?

Will he state-

(i) the reasons for issuing expired drugs to
government pharmacies;

(if)  the steps taken to recover the value of those
drugs from the relevant suppliers; and

(iii) the course of action taken against the

suppliers from whom the value had not

been recovered?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Channa Jayasumana - State Minister of

Production, Supply and Regulation of Pharmaceuticals)

OO DOTNLDROB, @95 ¢LBHS eOMEDLT &
08 yE®IWO BERS A @cmds.

(a) (i) 208> o B8O B} Gwess Rzl BBom
63083000 379 Goes2s RegesE 0500 508,

(i) Coess RegesE BB 02001 Gt Dfeny,

1. BEer0d8w sBucn edgmew.
2. BHmen®cw sdsicEs Sdgimae.
3. 9cBD s8uem Sedftme.

4. 05Bwd sBcn dgmmaes.

5. O5I500® ©8sies EhEme.

6. ORDEYD 88Es EdFFme.

7. ©0Ee 38mEm dGma.

(1) gesidewsy svg v HE oS § Vovd BB Sedm
Goeds RegesE wew B HIO 8¢ evnemed. dueds
Vg e B OB Desd @DE B O 838
380 5o BBe® widsE v BB wy e
»BOD eud B¢ O ©®SE s8BDEO @OBD
Byt BBO B¢ emed.

oo B 8 BEOODEO ¢@HOD G VyeE @O
Rord B »E 88D, eHR @C® Ca ®5I50 B
s8er BBO 8¢ »om Ced. 3w HEOOEE w®
enEBsT B® Rovw®m i) ©if Dl Yoewas,
s8oenm 8dRBe OB BLE® duss Vg oOm e
00 RgeE OB O° Revd) By BOE ¢dBS mon
Clod. 20D ReBOE BBIBOW BOIBTVO Boes
O Be® »OYY OBs e BEedadEd amP®
edege 0mgd B »d @B Bec® oo 530D
O 0O eOBID HBIBN GMJ, &g B3O ww ¢
§ees g@mGDiensy emd 03O0 Hw I
Clod.

(@ O

(i) o e»»d.

&1 ENDE.

(fFl) () o 8.
(i) ® end.

(i) o> e,

(9) o> end.

@G gOSREB gnemise Ovmo

(orerfl@ SwrsTEH 9i%5CHTrev)

(The Hon. Amarakeerthi Athukorala)

OO Gt gL, O® yEMO B88nS e 2®
B8ERCHO IO 0Rewdsl FnROsTn 0dmen. ®ed
s8€PO» @ yE»® e®wi.

OO Cotss G OBROB, eweInIG® dhEmed Om®
Gotss Ryl ABedslesl. Sedvewxsi® ByoFemid),

©1888%w Bustesy e Danews? “xnRben yodn. ©©
5ed@dc 8HCE BME o0 B83mn. & yoda gddenw
0 B8RO gesd Gots)s VY E @0 Co @5 WOt
Beadmdg Bwo & gOBID W OB8.

@S (B8 w) Dx¥x Bweg®»> Bwmo

(wrevryfl@ (Currdflwir) Fesresr wigLoewr)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Channa Jayasumana)

OO0 OTEROA, s RgeE 50 »O8 e® OmemO
0000® Beastesy. #IHO® N® MmO ys) VeE Sdam
BBe® gungmdn Beamn. w@imsewns’ §Bm odfvcs
Bedn ygedawm & fnd 88 ss Vxeem cCo
e¢stesy. gemyw HmOEY Bewddnm dyeE C 2ox
OB 8¢ mosTes’. A 0® 9EE® BOvOs qud ewd
»0 Beamds, ©8883w wyw Bowenid) yedadE Cies
Vg B0am wO» 9w 3wd. ¢8 @@ OmemD B vg ®»J
Beadmdr, & wcwr ades emdenBE svE®»® C OBIB.
0 e EE CA 0F By eeeITTDHOD SFhFBmed
ByoWemd ©vw &@8888w Bwsm O ecend odfvE
2850 »BHBY s Ve Boam BIEO wewo s ®OYD
@@, ®C OTEHOA.

©C gOSREB gnemIce Dwmo

(oreirfl@ SrEiss 9s51Csmrrsv)

(The Hon. Amarakeerthi Athukorala)

®ed @dn and; y@mw e®w1d, O] Ciss HOBHOSA.
2B gwed comiem E OB emegITTHGO OB
3edadBs emg®0 Fed® quuyds Bedm. G
RyweE y&Iwmds »i® & svE®® . dedvers®
edde 9. J ydmwd »E8s duc® A e¢simy Bwo
BEsINsTedens’ ® 9EE 83m.

@G (B208w) DTs) Bwgg®y wmo

(omessryifl@ (Burmdwi) Festerr g wisLosr)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Channa Jayasumana)

@0 OIEROB, Sedvewrs’® 0® emdd HEHO® Bewn
®y Bwewwesiensy E  osizn  g® eedis
COMOHOC 2RO Beamd. & edndd a8 o® D5remd
edny Bdsiewmasy ¢@m gdes cumie CA OB
DOGRD @WNEOD D, B eWOBREY & gist) BO16e
WOBID 8 WOYD @wWcHo.

@O QBNWD O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

gd@s gom 2 -975/2020- (1), 96 DG D8 Owmn.

®©C @DE W8 Dm0

(omessTyfl @ Cousyr @Lomir)

(The Hon. Velu Kumar)

GO DDBNBDROB, @ OO YyEBIG 2N,

©0 Lesvd endddn Swmo

(omevsTyifl @ HCevreiy @ 6vreuiigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

O WOIBNEDROB, ¢, O3 w@DEND ¥o
B a@omsn® 00nedsy @ OO ydmwd 88nJ ca &®
¢ BB e MCEH 9ECE B3»o.

g @ Enm 988en’ BEOO Bowlw wmozm GE.
QfldTTswe) 10 CIDT (G BTSN FLOTLILIGSE &L L DT 11111 1 .
Question ordered to stand down.
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

gdm gom 3 -1209/2020 -(1), 6 dS1en Bumed @wvmo -

[een obva ne 2».]
g@m aom 4 -1291/2020- (1), ©5 Betd emdSesst @wmo.

OO Botd @G5y Dwmo

(omevsrLLl@ Fmierv QBeLF6T)

(The Hon. Kins Nelson)

OO W BNEDROB, & OO yEdmw vz,

@G Loty enddm Swvmo

(orenTll@ SCarey @ emroui Geor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OO DOTNEDROB, yDows ¢iInBe eDREDET ©
00 yd»BO BENT o 2O wewr 9B ecmm S 9C
835 0o.

g @z EnwE 988 BEOO Bewlw wom &
aflsormreney 1om GG SEBND FLOFLINGSES B L eerufl_ LIt L g.
Question ordered to stand down.

O Botd @S35 Dz
(orerLLfl@ Slmisv CpsvFsir)
(The Hon. Kins Nelson)
B D>NIBNBDROA, -

@O QNGBS

(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

®D, ©G Botd e Fewssy ©5IEn®.

@S Botd e essT Dwmo

(orerLyll@ Slmisv QpsveFsir)

(The Hon. Kins Nelson)

O BONEDROB, Sod edmemO ged Jed el
BES 683 888 Bwo. & Doedd® & vgfedd @cens
D80 Poed emegsimns, SEHEmed, Pod ®mwmed,
B®Ie PedBe oCm® omddwed, ©csIB83s
o@@med, dws 199 § godsvr @8 Bwm ®osImod.
&g 253500 8w Bwr. pDHE D el 9@E88mec
gBm00 A 83w Sod »OB v ¢ God. o
DONEHROA, ®edd handphone 0 #8EE) Beanmd,
emeg® gdsiuem o B8EOder B8edwimy Bw Owm
DB Bw B8w. 888w mEed Gedi)ed eBewId
2006 Ded ¥ 018 20O #B 0D BedIess.
BBy oudBe® gcEy coBwy o BETOSw @ od
ameg B 0o5iny B »I¥FOW @B 0D Beamo.
e, I 00¢d 0O Bewsmdr Ded. ©O
DOIBNEHROB, 0® BEDCO Sode gDsIe-

OO DAIBNBDHD) O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Em 015 eO»O yadmew gusis.

®O @B Smxred Dvmo

(wrenrflg Cansr allgrarGs)

(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)

eOm® ydmer cwmed 00sIm Qv I O
QOS8B. [@ids BE5@z]

@O0 DDIBNBHD O
(LomevsTLLOl@ FUTBTWST HjeuTH6lT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

& BosTesy yyden SoBwss.

O Lexvd endiRm Swmo

(omessryfl@ HCevrely @ swreuiger)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

@O0 ®ONEROB, I o deds ORHFOE B
0@ 8¢ codd B ymoaws 8L ew. Jn 01dmd
Beheay ecwn 020008, & B 0® Bddis OB GamS©O
O & Byenn 0nedsy 8JIL) eDDD ecwun eNedB BwEo
wewsy WmOm. OO OIERE, VIR 0® o> WOB
COID BEICD 1©B @00 Da8m ST ®.

@8 »os ®»mHeY e0mD, E8mwmO 8L Yy wBw»
O™,

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

gdm gom 5 -2197/2021- (1), 06 g.ox. 88 QRS
Owmo - [wewr odvs ne 29.]

@0 DO@.

ot 88FemDosTed Benw e 6= 3O Dvo

RBe® eswzr0dw¢: Sedmnd
Caullewsvls LNGFTSHSTSHEHEHS T LIMH DTS @M
wpmitb Csullewsy 6T HewaHdHTeT LOMes I wiD: oflLiyid

SHORTAGE OF TEA INSPECTORS AND TEA REPLANTING
SUBSIDY: DETAILS

1209/2020

3. ©6 O8xY¢ BedB8 wm (0 Do Bumed dwm
©dmOO)
(wrevryfl@ Fllhs alCodAM - wrewryfl@ sument elwerCs
FTTLITS)
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri on behalf of the Hon. Waruna
Liyanage)
188 g@imn®ensy ¢y yadmae - (1):

(a) ) & cwed 0® OmnTO oy sB8Femdosied
a8 Bews 808D O,

(i) oFoy0 edhEwed 880 e o) uBuem
e 2557 08» o &8Femdosy
@203 O,

(i) ©® oF¥nedsy o o ©lFveOsecwmnO
@200t BFwm D18 gddenw BEOO &¢
B8 o¥nedrsy B8 oefdw 8¢ 0005 O,

(1v) o 50» Ded wewr evEedwId OB
Ch o¢my CIB GBweE ;e svd g
802000 GeR 8 redn e PO,

(V) 0 898082 95 o) s1gwmO P @B G4
8@ 255 § wwznidad Gee, v@Be duw
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( B) @erCmeb, ersir?

asked the Minister of Plantation:
(a)  Will he admit that -

(1) there is a severe shortage of tea inspectors
in Sri Lanka at present;

(i) there are no tea inspectors in eight out of
the 25 tea inspector ranges situated in
Ratnapura District;

(iii) atea inspector has to cover duties of several
tea inspector ranges, preventing him from
performing his work properly;

(iv) the subsidy of Rs. 500,000 provided per
hectare for tea replanting is inadequate;

(v) the subsidy of Rs. 25 provided per plant
when planting saplings had been increased
up to Rs.100 by the previous Government;
and

(vi) there is a serious delay in providing the
increased amount and the subsidy for tea
replanting to the tea cultivators?

Will he inform this House whether the subsidy
mentioned in (iv) above will be increased?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Lands: &> 80 e
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(a) Wil he state DOEIBED | 8Eed®sIn | (O®
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(i) the number of advisers appointed by each of
the said Ministers during his/her tenure;
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(The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna - State Minister of Co-
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Next, the Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan, please.
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As the Hon. Minister is here, I just want to speak a
few words in English as well. The plantation sector,
which has continuously been neglected, is in a grave
situation and there is no future for it with this uncertainty.
To my dismay, the plantation sector, which contributes
immensely to the country's GDP and the forex income,
has always been treated unfairly.

The plantation sector has been playing an extremely
important role in the country's economy. The export of
plantation crops makes up approximately 38 per cent of
the country’s exports and the industry employs
approximately 20 per cent of the working population, thus
making it an important industry which earns foreign
currency. Sri Lanka, having such a sector with a growth
potential, should lay emphasis on uplifting the living
standards of the plantation workers and taking the
industry to the next level. But, the Government has gone
the other way, making sure the industry does not go
further from its mere position of survival.

The recent Budget also does not showcase the
required support for this sector. Today, besides water, tea

is the most popular beverage in the world. To the US
alone, the import of tea has risen by almost over 400 per
cent since 1990. So, I think it would be futile if we do not
utilize or capture this trend and reinstate Sri Lanka's
position as the number one tea producer in the world.

However, Sir, the living standard and the working
conditions of the estate workers are still a far cry from
those enjoyed by others with necessities such as
healthcare, education and housing still being luxuries for
our people. With all the odds against them, the plantation
workers have stood with others in challenging times with
unparalleled commitment to the economy of our country.
Though the export of tea is on the rise, that does not
resonate the living condition of the workers. Even
though the tea industry is one of the foundations of our
economy, plantation workers often face exploitation.

Hon. Minister, I think you all are still dragging your
feet in implementing a proper wage structure for the
workers who contribute more than any other working
class in the country. So, I think the demand for the
minimum wage of Rs. 1,000 per day is more realistic now
with the exchange rate - parity rate - increasing against
the US Dollar. I think this will enable the plantation
companies to utilize its extra cash flow to offset against
the increased minimum wage.
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Hon. Minister, I think this Mount Jean Estate does
not come under your Ministry. If it has been under your
Ministry, definitely this would not have been done. But,
at the same time, they are destroying the tea estates and
the tea industry as well.
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I am winding up, Sir.
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The golden shareholder was the Secretary to the
Treasury. When the Government handed over those 22
estates to the RPCs, the golden shareholder was the
Secretary to the Treasury. In addition to that, in the
Ministry of Plantation, there is a separate division called
the Plantation Management Monitoring Division. Both
the Secretary to the Treasury and the Plantation
Management Monitoring Division, not during your
period, the Hon. Minister, did not perform well. The
Plantation Management Monitoring Division was created
to monitor those plantation companies. But, they did not
do that. In spite of that, I very openly say, they are doing
some other business. For a very short period of time, I
was the State Minister of Plantation Industries. That is
how I learnt about it. So, they are doing some other
business. Soon after they retire from the PMMD, they
would become CEOs of those companies. That is the
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situation. I can name them with evidence. So, the staff of
the PMMD also join them and become part and parcel of
the RPCs.

From time to time, the Governments that came to
power brought amendments to strengthen the RPCs.
Ultimately, the present situation is, when the
Government, which had leased out the lands to those
companies, asks for a land from them for any special
purpose of development, they would lease out that land to
the Government! This is the present situation; it is a very
bad situation. Every Government which comes to power
builds infrastructure such as housing - an Indian housing
project is also going on - electricity supply and all that.
When the estates were under the Government, the estate
schools were managed by the estate management; the
estate school teachers were paid by the estate
management and even the doctors in the estate hospitals
were paid by the estate management. But, now,
purposely, everything has been completely abandoned,
including the lands.

Those lands are being leased and subleased. The
Watawala Plantations is no more now in the Hatton-
Dickoya area. Originally, the Secretary to the Treasury
signed an agreement with the Watawala Plantations. They
have subleased it to the Hatton Plantations. Also, earlier,
the area from Ratnapura to Labukele were leased out to
the Mackwoods Company. Now, there is no Mackwoods
Company and it comes under the Damro Company. So,
those are under some other companies, which is illegal.
Whenever an industrial dispute comes up, the workers go
to the Commissioner General of Labour. But now, they
are having problems because the chairman and the board
of the original company to which the estate was legally
handed over are not there, but there is some other
company. As a result, all these things have been dragging
on and ultimately, the entire industry, whatever you do in
the interest of the workers and however much the
Government invests in it, would be affected. There is no
point in doing all that because they just lease and sublease
the lands.

Sir, in my Electorate, there are 16 estates from Badulla
to Passara and first, the Government leased them out to
the John Keells, the John Keells subleased it to the
Namunukula Plantations and then, the Namunukula
Plantations subleased it to the Royal bottling company,
which is owned by a Hungarian businessman. That
businessman had mortgaged the entire land and property
to Bank of Pakistan. I must say that I brought this matter
to the notice of the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa during his
regime and he immediately paid the necessary money
through the Treasury and got the estates cleared. So, that
is the situation.
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DO, oE@d WO e 24 e’ g@desEcEy RPCs
88Ec ®»O®O #OBR®O BGIND »E . ©m&
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DO Bw 085 # OB Bwmds, "Suresh, I am also
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®® O68mswn eOm. 0®@m »OB @n HPDe. &
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CATIesY, emew®d: @® Dled mIery BwE @sd
efedsiensy Wi @@m WO oy D188 @i Red
PMM Division ®e=zy. What is the Plantation Management
Monitoring Division doing? Even during our period, what
did the officers do? What are the officers doing? The
government officials are there today. You all are answerable.
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The eviction order is here with me. I have with me the letter
dated 10" December, 2003, which states , | quote:

“Unauthorised occupation of lands, eviction notices will not be
accommodated, if it is prior to 27" October, 1989.”

Abeynanda Dias, Competent Authority e=esy mdEe
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RPCsoeo o1& mdsyesd; they are working for the RPCs, not
for the Ministry. dews oxfzn Bsig-Boem Bwost®m
»osSes’ BD  companiesdEO D@ O, O
FOBROB, on® Cwm 0DsIm HYOOSY, edrsIE®BBIO
DB, ¢d® 8D B WO VL. RERE® JBwWHO
DB, POBROTIEO DD VBemO® w5, @®
ACTD @8 00 @ BwEr. ® wrier’ edm ILSmed
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

00 OEROB, O® VIO BERJH ecIme? god
Cw  o5end wded ©© Plantation Management
Monitoring Division &m0 Bwee Bgew, ¢ed gmn®iBwe
@x0@BO eviction notices vwxIm OB BwEe. ¢8 Sw»
DO Bedmrd. 600006 WOy 0ONedsY ¢8 BBBeOm
& 88wd Bwon®@m motes’ . a8 & nde edme
D685 Beanmd.

®©0 O8edE yebd dwmo

(omessryfl @ surg Geusd Breig)

(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh)

©0 §®BneA, thank you very much. Very frankly, I am
telling you - you can see the list - the officers who had
worked in the PMMD of the Ministry of Plantation, after
retirement, have joined the companies immediately.

®0 (e0Dexs) 6ed®¥ vRcen dwnmo

(wrenryfl@ (weugsl sevrpld)) Gy LiglremnT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

Hon. Vadivel Suresh, we are aware of the
malpractices that had taken place over a period of time.
We will try to initiate corrective measures in relation to
that particular Division.

* gedmwmed md go.
* mreflewaiSBIe0 sweudsLILIL (BeTengy.
* Placed in the Library.

o6 O8edE yebd dwm

(omessTyfl@ eug Gousd #Creig)

(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh)

Please, Hon. Minister. Hon. Minister, I am not
blaming you. The responsibility is not only yours and
mine, but everybody’s. That is what [ am trying to say.

©0 (e0Dexs) 6edd 8BS Swm
(wrenryLfl@ (sweug gl sevrBlS)) rGoey Ligrer)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

That is right. We have been working -

©C D8edE yeobd dwm

(omessTyifl@ sug Gousd &Creig)

(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh)

It is getting worse and worse. Somehow, we have to
prevent this.

@G (eedexs) 6odd 8Bden Swmo
(omessryLll @ (weudslw HevTBlF) réiosig Ligyevr)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

Yes, sure.
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(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. S.M. Chandrasena - Minister of Lands)
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Whereupon THE HON. AJITH RAJAPAKSE left the Chair, and
THE HON. SPEAKER took the Chair.
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Considered further in Committee. -
[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)
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'§c2 10,059,000,000 "

®C 308 BHOs

(wrenryllE sallerart ojeuiasr)
(The Hon. Chairman)

0% 80 OWBE?

®G ®FOS

(omevsryLll@ 2 mitiflewigeir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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2®m Sa.
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all@&sLuL () THmIsGsTeTariILL L g).

PVSRTF  GlFevey  BBHSSULLLeuTm L L_eusmessTuiledr

UGSWITS @) (hdboHd HL_Lswearuil_Liul L g;.

Question, “That the increased sum of Rs. 10,059,000,000, for
Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put and agreed to.

Capital Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.

“135 9 &Bvewed 01 D D@BOHD, ¥IHDEHD
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@’ em yEmw 0B 8T v wO8D Bw.
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Bl&EpFASH L1 01.- QFwedpewnd ClFWHLTHSHET - CLPEVB6EITE
G&svey emumis 12,000,000
“seweviiy 135, BPlapsdsiin 01, cpegers Gaeveyds
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sTepih ellerm el R&asLulH) THmISEGTaTarts Ll L g).
135, pepsdsdlLw 01,
9L L_susnewtullest LGS TS @) (HHdhd &L L eweruil il L gi.

SHemeVLIL| PG ETFCIFVaY

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 440,000,000, for Head 135,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 135, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 12,000,000
Question, “That the sum of Rs. 12,000,000, for Head 135,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 135, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Gzsvey epumis 550,000,000; cpsvgerd Glasvey epumis 47,000,000

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 550,000,000; Capital Expenditure, Rs. 47,000,000

®C @%5Te0sT Yrrsig Ovmo

(omevsryLl@ GegmesTervL_6dT LIT6STTIHI)

(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

OO BBBROB, GeE 2@ n®r eDNEDST & Swdsn
e emYdusm, 2022 mcm wwo gdEGed 135 O Ow
Bbved 020 D1RwOWD wew weerdDmw 9e8ss WO,

®3 B398 BRO0

(wrenryllg sallsreart ojeuidsr)
(The Hon. Chairman)

O 85900 OWE?

@6 OIFOG

(orenryfl@ 2 milifleriaer)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

O 8€ O @wles22O estpr 8OO Ses:
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‘semeviy 135, PlapsdsHlL 02, apevgerd CFeveydsTer
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Y Flafabsiin’ L Ui I|L_L_susmewruilh
Ul L gl
gemeoliy 135, plapsfggsli L 02,

FBSsUUL Leurm L euswewrullest  LGSwTS

cpeUSeTE  GlFsvey
[OIGEEES

S Leneruil_ Ui’ 1g;.

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 550,000,000, for Head 135,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 135, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Question, “That the increased sum of Rs. Rs. 10,047,000,000, for
Head 135, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the
Schedule” put and agreed to.

Head 135, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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coeFamnewrd emdnn »Swd Bdwe Wnwd Bewlv »Sm

ce.

02 D20 D Res0Wm. -e3:08D DRSO - YR Bwed,
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“410 o @Ssewd 02 O O 1RBOVD), YR Dwe® wewo
o 1,575,000,000 e cueEaned ames means” ¢
ydme B®wm s wwo 80D Swe.
410 9 &Ssewd 02 O ORBOYm, Y Dwe®
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sewetiy 410, Baspsfssl i 02, asw@aumes GlFsvey

I Lsusmentulleit UGS WTH @) (HHdbd HL_Leneruil_ Ll L gj.
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aflesrm allHdbsiul ) eHmIsEETeTariIL L gi.
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Bl&pFASHI L1 02.- gllallmgHlF QFwmurBsst - BssurBeuheh
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srer  epumis 368,000,000 s suswewrullh Ceidsliu@ors”
sTeId allesrm all(Hdbasul B THmIsESTsTaTiILIL L g).

gsemevliy 293, BlapsdssLn 02, Baw@eumenr CFsvey
I L_eusnenTulledt LUGSWTSH @)(HHhdbd: HL_Leneruil_ L’ L g|.

BapsAs sl L ib 02.- gyilelBssld QFwunHur®ssT - apsvgserd
G &Fevey emumis 716,000,000
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gsemeoliy 293, plapsdssLm 02,
9| L_eusmenTulledt UGSWTSE @)(HHEdbd: HL_Leneruil_ L’ L g.

cpevgeTd  ClFevey

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 139,000,000, for Head 410,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 410, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 9,000,000

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 9,000,000, for Head 410,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 410, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 898,000,000

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 898,000,000, for Head 410,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 410, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 1,575,000,000

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 1,575,000,000, for Head 410,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 410, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 293.- DEPARTMENT OF RUBBER DEVELOPMENT
Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 368,000,000

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 368,000,000, for Head 293,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 293, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 716,000,000

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 716,000,000, for Head 293,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 293, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

“43]1 o5y BEsewd 01 D DR®BOVD, HYHGOEDD Dwe®
esews 6. 120,000,000 e coeCanwd ames me gns”
w5 yams B®wm 5T wwo ®Om D,

431 o Bbsewd 01 O» D@®OVD), ¥»WOEHD Bwe®
CBeCInesd e »Swd BIs el Bewle m»Sm

ce

01 22 O @eOWD. -ePeHE® D1Q®OVD - YEID Bwe®,
St 11,000,000

“43]1 o Bbvewd 01 O D@wOWm, R Dwe® wew,
6. 11,000,000 e cueEamnwed gnes »E anse’ o5
ydme B®wm Y wwo 80D Swe.

431 o» &Csewd 01 O» DReOwm, Yedm Dwe®
coeFamnewrd emdunn »Swd Bde Wnwd Bewlv mSm

ce.



871 208Ee@xInd 872

02 20 DDewOWD).- 83:DEVB DWWV - YO EBD Bwse®,
ot 828,000,000

“431 o Bbvewd 02 O D@WOVD), YLD Bwe®
ewewo ot 828,000,000 e cueEdmwd gmes »e gns”
w5 ydm @ B®wm Y wwr 0O Bew.

431 o» BSzewd 02 D D@wOYD), Hy»HdEH® Dwe®
coveFamnerd emdens vOed Bdw grrld Bewl® »Im 2.

02 27 D@ewOWD. -e3:08D O RVOW™ - YR Bwed,
St. 589,000,000

“431 o BBsewd 02 O D@wOWm, YR Dwe® wew
S 589,000,000 @ee coeEamed anes means’ @
g@dme B®wm Y wyo OOm Ba.

431 o Bbsewd 02 O» O@®WOVD, eI Bwe®
cueComesd emdnn O BAIs grnoid Bewdo m»Im

cé.

“ sy 431, plepsdss L 01, LB sssT(B6u(1h6h
Qgeveyssrer epumis 120,000,000 oL suswewruln GaidaLi
u@wrs” st aflesrm alHlsasliul (b sHmISEBTsTarTiILL L g).

sewevtiy 431, Blaspsfsslin 01, Waw@aumes GaFsvey

I L_eusmenTulledt UGS WTH @) (HHEdbds HL_Leweruil_ Ll L gj.

BlapFASHL L 1b 01.- QFwsdpewnd ClFWHLTH ST - CLPEVSETE
@#evey epumis 11,000,000
“ seweiiy 431, Blapsfsgl b 01, cpegerd ClFeveaydhsrer
epumis 11,000,000 oL suswewrullh Caidsliu@uwrs”  eTeid
aflesrm allHdbsul ) eHmIsEETeTariL L gi.
sewevtiy 431, Blaspsfsgin 01, cpegears GCaFevey

I Lsusmewtulleit UGS WTH @) (Hddbd HL_Leweruil_ Ll L gj.

Bl&pFASHLL 1D 02.- gelmsHdF QFwpur®ser - et (Beumeh
QFevey epumi 828,000,000
“ geweliy 431,  plaspsdssiin 02, Besr®eumen
Qeveyssrer epumis 828,000,000 oy suswewruin Gaidar
u@wrs” sTenid eflsrr alléasul G HmISECsTsTariILL L g).
sewevtiy 431, Blaspsfssl i 02, Basw@aumes GlFsvey

9| Lsusmentulleit LGS WTSH @) (hHEdbd: HL_Leneruil_ Ll L gj.

Bl&pFASE L1 02.- gy almbHlF CFwHLTH ST - CLPVSETE
GFevey epumis 589,000,000
“ seweviy 431, plapsfsHlLib 02, cpevgerd ClFevea)dhsrer
epumis 589,000,000 oy suswewrulln Gaidasli@wrs” sTenib
afleorm allHdbsLuL B eTHmIsSEETeTarILL L gi.
BlapFA gl L 02,

9| Lsusmemtulledt LGS WTH @) (hHEdbd: HL_Leneruil_ Ll L gj.

semevLiy 431, cpevgeTd  ClFevey

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 120,000,000, for Head 431,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 431, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs.11,000,000
Question, “That the sum of Rs. 11,000,000, for Head 431,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 431, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 828,000,000

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 828,000,000, for Head 431,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 431, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 589,000,000

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 589,000,000, for Head 431,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 431, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, “That the sum of Rs. 150,000,000, for Head 432,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 432, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 9,000,000

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 9,000,000, for Head 432,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 432, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 350,000,000

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 350,000,000, for Head 432,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 432, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 1,110,000,000

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 1,110,000,000, for Head 432,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 432, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 289.- DEPARTMENT OF EXPORT AGRICULTURE

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 746,000,000

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 746,000,000, for Head 289,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 289, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 281,000,000

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 281,000,000, for Head 289,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 289, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 368,100,000, for Head 122,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 122, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 9,900,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 9,900,000, for Head 122,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 122, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 2,720,800,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 2,720,800,000, for Head 122,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 122, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 286. - DEPARTMENT OF LAND COMMISSIONER
GENERAL

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 471,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 471,000,000, for Head 286,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 286, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 70,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 70,000,000, for Head 286,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 286, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 287. - DEPARTMENT OF LAND TITLE SETTLEMENT

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 507,550,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 507,550,000, for Head 287,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 287, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 9,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 9,500,000, for Head 287,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 287, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 288. - DEPARTMENT OF SURVEYOR GENERAL OF SRI
LANKA

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 255,100,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 255,100,000, for Head 288,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 288, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 19,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 19,000,000, for Head 288,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 288, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 3,706,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 3,706,000,000, for Head 288,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 288, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 254,800,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 254,800,000, for Head 288,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 288, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to
stand part of the Schedule.

HEAD 327. - DEPARTMENT OF LAND USE POLICY PLANNING

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 444,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 444,000,000, for Head 327,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 327, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 31,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 31,000,000, for Head 327,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 327, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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And it being past 5.00 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report
Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Monday, 29th
November, 2021.
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EXPRESSION OF SRI LANKA'S SOLIDARITY AND SUPPORT TO
PALESTINE
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Ajith Rajapakse to the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha - State Minister of

Education Reforms, Open Universities and Distance

Learning Promotion)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Ajith Rajapakse do now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
AJITH RAJAPAKSE took the Chair.
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The struggle of the Palestinian people for the right to
self-determination as a sovereign State according to the
borders of the United Nations of 1967 needs to be
reiterated. For a long time, the PLO, the legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people, has undertaken
to achieve national aspirations by negotiating in a
peaceful manner with Israel, the other State. However,
Israel’s refusal to halt illegal settlement activities is
endangering this peace process. Therefore, I would like to
ask this honourable House to stand by the Palestinian
people, extend our solidarity and stand up for their
legitimate right for a sovereign State so that we may have
a peaceful Middle East and a peaceful world order.
Palestinians meet all the legal requirement for a new
State and the denial of that new State has created a
vibrant anti-democratic movement in the entire Middle
East, Sir.

The State of Palestine remains committed to a
negotiated peaceful settlement or for the resolution of the
conflict between its neighbour Israel and herself. It will
also continue to cooperate with Israel in security and civil
matters. It is very clear according to President Abbas’s
recent statements. Palestinian people have an
internationally recognized right to self-determination and
sovereignty. The international community first confirmed
that right of the Palestinian people decades ago, but they
have still not achieved that.

In conclusion, I would like to say this. In the attempt
to advance the cause of freedom, self-determination,
independence and human rights of Palestine, the display
of actions by both States in unavoidable, but should be
avoided. The Palestinians are calling the international
community to make good on its promises, which were
made long ago. International law and the Palestinian
people is the rationale for the Palestinians’ call for
international recognition of their State and its admission
to the United Nations as an equal, honourable State of the
new world order.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya - State Minister of Regional

Co-operation)

Hon. Presiding Member, at the outset, let me thank the
Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan for bringing this timely
Motion.
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I think the Hon. Presiding Member knows that Sri
Lanka joins the other nations in observing the
International Day of Solidarity with Palestine People,
which falls on 29™ November every year. I remember
when I was in Belgrade this year to celebrate the 60llzl
Anniversary of the NAM Conference, one of the topics
which was prominently taken up was Palestine. It is also
regrettable to note that 60 years ago, when the world
leaders were meeting in Belgrade, the same topic was
under discussion.

Sri Lanka has consistently supported the inalienable
rights of the Palestinian people and their right to an
independent and sovereign State based on the relevant
UN Security Council Resolutions. The Government of Sri
Lanka supported the Resolution granting Palestine Non-
Member Observer Status in the United Nations in 2012.
Sri Lanka continues to support full membership for
Palestine in the United Nations.

Since 1968, Sri Lanka, which has chaired the United
Nations Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices
Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and
Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories, has been one of
the most significant voices at the United Nations on the
subject of the unfortunate conditions of the occupied
territories.

Sri Lanka’s long-standing principled position on the
Israel-Palestine issue is that we support the diplomatic
efforts to find a lasting solution to the conflict and request
both parties to engage in a dialogue to achieve durable
peace. We believe that two States living side-by-side in
harmony with one another within the secure borders is the
key to achieving long-term security, peace and prosperity.
Sri Lanka reiterates in this context the importance of an

early implementation of the United Nations General
Assembly Resolutions regarding a two-State solution on
the basis of the 1967 borders.

Sir, in line with the aforesaid position, we have
supported Palestine at multilateral fora. For instance, at
the WHO and the United Nations General Assembly, we
have always supported Palestine. In 2011, Sri Lanka
voted in favour of Palestine becoming a member of the
UNESCO. Sri Lanka continues to support full
membership of Palestine in the United Nations.

Sri Lanka has chaired the UN Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights
of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the
Occupied Territories, as I mentioned before, since 1968.
And also, as you are aware, our Prime Minister has been
the President of the Sri Lanka-Palestine Friendship
Association for a considerable period of time, I think for
over three decades. So, we are with the people of
Palestine.

We hope that this issue of Palestine will not  drag
into another century and the world leaders will put
enough pressure on the two States of Palestine and Israel
to come to an agreeable settlement.

Thank you.
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Monday, 29th
November, 2021, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 20th
November, 2021.
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