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The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
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asked the Minister of Wildlife & Forest Conservation:
(a)  Will he inform the House-

(1) whether a wild elephant census has ever
been taken in Sri Lanka;

(i) if so, in which year such census was
conducted; and

(iif)  the number of wild elephants living in Sri
Lanka at present?

(b)  Will he also inform the House-

(i) the number of wild elephants who die
annually due to human-elephant conflicts;

(i) what course of action has been formulated
to protect wild elephants;

(iii)  whether the erection of an elephant fence
an effective measure to prevent wild
elephants from rampaging through human
settlements; and

(iv) if not, whether an alternative method has
been identified?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Water Supply:
(a)  Ishe aware that -

(1) people in the Vavuniya District are afflicted
with kidney disease as they have not been
provided with clean drinking water; and

(i) 2,048 families living within the Asikkulam
Grama Niladhari Division consisting of 14
hamlets, which is located in the Vavuniya
District, suffer due to lack of clean drinking
water?

(b)  Will he inform the House -

(i) the percentage of families having access to
clean drinking water facilities living in the
Vavuniya District;

(i) what steps will be taken to provide water
facilities to the areas where clean water
facilities are not available within the
Vavuniya District; and

(iii)  whether quick steps will be taken to provide
clean drinking water to the Asikkulam
Grama Niladhari Division, which stands on
land consisting of rock layers?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Urban

Development and Housing:

(a) Ishe aware that -

(1) there is a project by the name of "Weras
Ganga Storm Water and Environment
Improvement Project."; and

(i) the work from the Edirisinghe Road,
Nugegoda to Kattiya Junction has not been
completed under the aforesaid project?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the reasons for not hitherto completing the
work of the aforesaid extent; and

(i) the date on which the work of the aforesaid
area will be completed?

(¢) Ifnot,why?
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(@) QesrCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Foreign:
(a)  Ishe aware that-

(i) a Consul General is yet to be appointed for
the Consulate General of Sri Lanka in
Milan, Italy; and

(i) the Sri Lankan migrant workers who are
serving in Milan and suburbs are facing
various difficulties as a result of it?

(b)  Will he inform this House of the measures that
will be taken by the Ministry to appoint a Consul
General to the aforesaid Consulate General ?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya - State Minister of Regional
Co-operation)

Sir, on behalf of the Foreign Minister, I answer the

Question No. 10.

(a) (1) Presently, Ms. Prabhashini Ponnampeuma,
an experienced officer in the Grade I of the
Sri Lanka Foreign Service is working as the
Acting Consul General.

(i) All Consular Service requirements of the
Sri Lankan community living in Milan and
the suburbs are duly attended to with the
direction and guidance of the Acting Consul
General.

(b) Yes.

Nomination for a person expected to be appointed
as the new Consul General has been forwarded for
the concurrence of the Government of Italy.

(¢) Does not arise.
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@) @G, rsin?

asked the Minister of Public Security:

(@) Will he inform this House the number of motor
vehicle accidents took place in 2019 and the
number of deaths occured due to aforesaid
accidents?

(b) Will he also inform this House, separately, the
number of motor vehicle accidents took place in
2019 in comparison with the years 2017 and 2018
and the rise of the number of deaths occurred due
to aforesaid motor  vehicle accidents,
comparatively?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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THREATS MADE TO SEVERAL TAMIL PRISONERS IN
ANURADHAPURA PRISON

®5; 8.8, 025I50E® ®wmn

(orer Ll of.ef. GursiTesrioLIsVID)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Speaker, on the 12™ of September, 2021, late in
the evening, at or about 6.00 p.m., the then State Minister
of Prison Management and Prisoners’ Rehabilitation had
entered the Anuradhapura Prison Complex using the fact
that he was the subject Minister concerned and had
insisted that the Tamil political prisoners detained under
the Prevention of Terrorism Act be brought before him.

The prison authorities had gone onto produce ten
Tamil PTA prisoners: nine PTA suspects who have legal
action pending and one individual convicted under the
PTA. The said individual had then ordered all ten Tamil
prisoners to degradingly kneel before him and whilst
brandishing a firearm, presumably his personal firearm
meant for his personal protection, had loudly announced
that when he was appointed to the said portfolio, he
obtained the power “to shoot or free” the prisoners. He
had threatened them saying that such was the power he
had.

In the course of these events, the said individual had
become uncontrollably agitated and had gone on to place
his firearm repeatedly to the head and bodies of two
prisoners and had abusively stated that he can shoot them

all dead on the spot. The said individual’s state of
agitation was such that the prison authorities and his own
security detail, who, till then, chose to be bystanders, had
attempted to pacify the now uncontrollable and hysterical
man, fearing the worst. One can just imagine the severe
state of trauma the prisoners were in. It was after much
effort that the individual was eventually removed from
the prison premises.

After confirming from several first-hand sources, I
chose to tweet from my personal Twitter handle,
confirming the above-stated events on the night of the
14™ of September, 2021 and I subsequently followed the
tweet with a press conference on the 15™ of September,
2021 and by a visit to the Anuradhapura Prison on the
16" of September, 2021 along with my Colleague, the
Hon. Selvarajah Kajendren, by which we were able to
further confirm the stated events.

A couple of hours after I held the press conference
confirming the said individual’s illegal and criminal
actions, none other than the President’s Media Division
issued a press release at 1.50 p.m. on the 15" of
September, 2021, stating that “Lohan Rathwaththe, State
Minister of Prison Management and Prisoners’
Rehabilitation = had  tendered  his  resignation,
acknowledging his responsibility for the incidents” and
that the President had gone onto accept his resignation.

Sir, Sri Lanka is a signatory to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights - ICCPR - and the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, all of which clearly
protect the rights of prisoners. The United Nations
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners,
better known as “The Nelson Mandala Rules”, along with
the other instruments that I have already mentioned make
the individual’s actions not only illegal, but also call for
immediate legal action against perpetrators like him. The
Rules also call for prisoners to be allocated to prisons
closest to their homes.

Under these circumstances, I would like to ask the
Hon. Prime Minister and the Hon. Minister of Justice the
following:

1. Given the nature of the criminal conduct of the
individual concerned, not only can he no longer be
the subject Minister in charge of prisons and
prisoners’ rehabilitation, but, in fact, he should not
be holding any portfolio in Government and be a
Member of Parliament itself. Accordingly, will the
Government ensure that he would no longer be
holding any portfolios and take steps to remove
him from Parliament?

2. Will the Government ensure that the Attorney-
General is unhindered in taking whatever steps
that he deems fit, including the arrest of the
individual concerned and prosecution under all
relevant laws which have been breached?
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3. Given the severe breach of security and safety of
the Tamil political prisoners being held under the
PTA in the Anuradhapura Prison, where the prison
authorities failed to prevent the illegal acts, will the
Hon. Minister of Justic transfer the said Tamil
political prisoners to the Jaffna and Vavuniya
Prisons in keeping with the SMR - Nelson
Mandela Rules - as a matter of urgency?

4. Given that the present Government, like its
predecessor, has accepted the draconian nature of
the PTA and given that none of the Tamil political
prisoners would have been under custody had the
said PTA been in accordance with the accepted
international human rights standards and good
practices, will the Government, at least now,
release the PTA detainees immediately?

Thank you, Sir.

®C 90.4.08. 88 8 Pmn (@S e gL E9)

(orerLyLfl@ 6TiD. w6110, 68 FLuf - b HewLDEFFT)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry - Minister of Justice)

Hon. Speaker, at the outset, let me unequivocally and
unconditionally condemn the incident which had taken
place. It should have never happened and it was a
disgrace. As the Minister of Justice, I condemn that and
say that it should not have ever taken place. Having said
so0, let me also tender my apology to the victims and their
family members for whatever difficulties they had to
undergo. At the same time, I must reiterate, Sir, that we
must not give a political, ethnic or a racial flavour to that
because it was not so motivated. We must understand
that.

Having said so, I must also say that the law

enforcement authorities have already commenced
investigations. The CID has commenced its
investigations; the Human Rights Commission,

independently, has commenced its investigations and they
had gone to the scene and recorded statements. Similarly,
the National Authority for the Protection of Victims of
Crime and Witnesses, which comes under my Ministry,
has already written to them to ensure the safety, security
and dignity of those prisoners and detainees because they
are under the custody of the Government and it is the
responsibility of the Government to take care of and
ensure their safety. We do agree on that. It is in that sense
that we also, yesterday, at the Cabinet, decided to appoint
a retired High Court Judge to inquire into this
independently and report to us and thereafter, to take
further action. So, in line with that, let me reiterate once
again that this is an incident which should not have taken
place, but it was not racially or ethnically motivated,
definitely not.

Now, Sir, let me answer the Question which the Hon.
Ponnambalam raised.

1.  As we know, he has already stepped down as the
State Minister concerned. Therefore, there is no
interference into the investigations which are
being carried on. As I said earlier, the CID and the
HRC have already started inquiries and they will

continue with those. Thereafter, the retired High
Court Judge to be appointed will also tender his or
her report and based on that, the political
authorities, the hierarchy of our Party and the
Government, will take appropriate action. That is
all T can say. But, just like anyone else, even
though this incident should be condemned and
should not have taken place, in terms of Article 13
(5) of the Constitution, the former State Minister
is also entitled to the presumption of innocence,
whether we like it or not. So, first, let these
inquiries take place and thereafter, appropriate
action will be taken.

2. We all know how law enforcement takes place in
this country. Investigations are carried out by the
police and the law enforcement authorities. If
necessary, the Attorney-General can supervise
those and give directions and thereafter, matters
have to be reported to court. As far as criminal
sanctions are concerned, the Government cannot
impose criminal sanctions on anyone. So, that
process has commenced and on the outcome of
that process, the Attorney-General is absolutely
free - as a matter of fact, we have never interfered
and will never interfere in individual cases, as to
what and what not to be done, other than issuing
policy directions and having discussions to
enhance their capability - to do the needful.
Therefore, I can assure, Hon. Ponnambalam, that
the Attorney-General is free to do whatever he
likes in terms of the law.

3. With regard to whether those prisoners could be
transferred to another prison, I would like to say
that, as at now, the LTTE prisoners and detainees
concerned continue to stay at the Anuradhapura
Prison. We have given special directions in that
regard. I am in the process of writing in that
regard, but I have already given instructions and
the National Authority for the Protection of
Victims of Crime and Witnesses has already
written to them asking to give the prisoners
maximum security. So, as at now, they are
basically safe and we will continue to monitor the
situation. Their cases are basically heard in
Vavuniya, which is in close proximity to this
Prison. We are not adamant that we will not
transfer them, but if the situation requires and if
necessary, after evaluation - I cannot say that they
will be transferred to the Jaffna Prison - they will
be transferred to a more secure place. Therefore,
as at now, their security has been briefed;
additional security has been given and their safety
is being monitored. The prisoners can be
accessed. The Hon. Members of Parliament,
mainly from the Opposition, went there and spoke
to them; the HRC went there; the CID went there.
So, there is unhindered access to them. They are
continuously monitored because that is our duty;
we concede that. So, that is how it is.

Sir, there is a cardinal rule that both parties should be
heard, and both parties could be heard only in a civil



513 208Ee@xInd 514

[0cT ©8.9.08. 38 ©dT dwnn]

court case where the defence cannot put forward the
prosecution's case and the prosecution cannot put forward
the defence's case. They will put each other’s case and
there has to be somebody to decide on that. We agree on
that. The PTA is an exception. An exception was required
because of the unconventional methods used by the
terrorists in the past to wage a war in the country. So, we
need to protect national security and national interests.

When national security is secured, everyone is secure.
We all know that during the LTTE war, all of us, Sri
Lankans, suffered, but mostly Tamils had to undergo
difficulties. Similarly, due to the dastardly terrorist attacks
carried out by Zahran and his clan, the PTA had to be
used again. Unfortunately, there are some victims of that.
So, it is in that context that this exceptional law has to be
used. In that context, now we have understood that there
has to be a balance in national security. We cannot let our
guard down because that will bring about greater
difficulties for the country. But, at the same time, the
liberty and freedom of the subjects and all citizens of this
country have to be respected. We understand that; as a
Government, we have acknowledged that. His Excellency
the President, when he had discussions with the UN
Secretary-General at the UN, expressed that and both the
previous Foreign Minister, who is the current Minister of
Education, and the current Foreign Minister have
repeatedly said so. So, it is in that context that we have
appointed a Committee to look into the several provisions
of the PTA, in order to strike a fine balance between
national security and the liberty and freedom of the
subjects. Therefore, we will continue to do that, but let me
also say this.

In 1979, the PTA was enacted. There is provision in
the PTA to appoint an Advisory Board in order to advise
the Defence Minister whether somebody who had been
detained under the PTA should continue to be detained
under that. But, no Government for the last 40 years had
appointed that Advisory Board. Three weeks ago, His
Excellency the President, as the Minister of Defence,
appointed a respectable, independent panel of advisers led
by Asoka de Silva, a retired Chief Justice of this country,
respected former Solicitor General Suhada Gamlath and
retired High Court Judge Heiyanthuduwa to look into
those cases. So, Hon. Member, if you feel that someone
who should not have been taken into custody had been
taken into custody, you can make an application to that
Advisory Board. They will call the necessary parties, go
into it and advise the President accordingly. So,
everything is possible within a short span of time. We
want peace in this country; we want to have unity among
people. As the Cabinet Minister in charge of prisons, I
will ensure the safety of all prisoners who are under the
custody of our Government, irrespective of their race,
ethnicity and religion as it is our responsibility to do so. I
know that we let them down on the last occasion, but it
will not happen again.

Thank you very much.

@0 8.8, 02550 E® ®wmo
(rewrLfl@ of.of. GluTesTesTDLISVLD)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
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OO DIBNWBWHD O
(orerLfl@ FUTHTWST Sy6uTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Ponnambalam?

@0 8.8. 0253509E® ®wmn

(revrLfl@ of.oF. GluTesTesTIDLISLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Sir, I have the utmost respect for the Hon. Minister
because he was bold enough to come out openly and
acknowledge the incident and the individuals concerned.
I do not want to get into a debate. I just want to say this.
My concern in raising the third question was that the
prison authorities in the Anuradhapura Prison are
witnesses; The prisoners are also witnesses. So, it is not
a matter of only providing security, but keeping in mind
that they are also witnesses in the case. It is in that
backdrop that I ask you to consider transferring those
relevant prisoners to the prisons in Jaffna or Vavuniya.

@0 98.8. 0sIBSY Swmo

(LomessTLLO@, 6TLD.6T. FrLofb)TedT)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Speaker, before the Hon. Minister responds,
may I ask one question?

OO DOIBINBHR O
(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Sumanthiran?

@0 98.8. 0sIBSY Swmo
(LomessTL L@, 6TLD.6T. FrLofbS)TedT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Thank you, Sir.

There is only one question. There is a controversy,
Hon. Minister, with regard to CCTV footages. The
Minister concerned, who resigned, had publicly stated
that the CCTV footages in the prisons cannot be erased.
After he said that, there are some authorities who are
saying that Welikada and Anuradhapura Prisons do not
have CCTV footages. So, the Minister’s statement is
being contradicted now. Therefore, we want an assurance
that no CCTV footage would be erased. It is strange that
people are saying that there are no CCTV cameras in
Welikada Prison. That is very strange.

The other request is to the Hon. Speaker. It is a matter
with regard to the personal firearm that has been issued to
this particular Member of Parliament, who is still a State
Minister and the manner in which he is supposed to have
used it. I am asking the Hon. Speaker, with utmost
respect, to make a direction that that personal firearm be
taken away from him.

Thank you.
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(oredrLyLfl@ 6TiD. 67D, 68 FLifl)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry)

Hon. Speaker, as far as the Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam’s
request is concerned, we are closely monitoring it and the
National Authority for the Protection of Victims of Crime
and Witnesses has given instructions as to what should be
done. They have several powers. I will have a discussion
with them in order to secure the security of the prisoners
and their ability to testify without any pressure. But, as at
now, I do not think it is required to transfer them. As I
told you earlier, we will not hesitate to do so. If
necessary, we will do the transferring, I do not think to
the Jaffna Prison, but to any other prison where they
would be safe.

Then, there are various versions. Unfortunately, I have
not visited the Welikada or the Anuradhapura Prisons yet.
I intend to do that soon. So, I do not want to speculate.
Let the investigations which are being carried out by
multiple agencies including the HRC, the Retired High
Court Judge as well as the CID elicit the truth. We have
nothing to hide.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

No, I am taking another issue. You sit down -
[Interruptions]
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@ O8edd yedd dnme
(orer Ll @ augGousd &Creig)
(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh)
You cannot do that.

®C 6B E B ®8ow» Owmo
(omevsrLyLll@ rewilev allddlrwdnian)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
Will you sit down?

@ O8edF yedd dvmo

(orenTLyfl@ augBousd &Creig)

(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh)
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@G D8edE yedd dunme
(orerLyfl@ eug Cousd &Creig)
(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh)

I am talking about my security.

@6 OBE Dn@8ow Owmo

(oreryfl@ remilsy allsdlrwsmian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

Will you sit down? Your security was never at risk.
OO WO #BECE Bedmdr. ©® OO 0¥
®O€R,- [P BEO] D28 edsIm) BwsIsmy [@rs BBO]

[Seresmed g 888 9o o GE.]
[y sElrrFsords s 1_sweriiLiy yEmmLILIL (BeTend]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)6uiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@0 OB, 0 @I). DB @csIn®.

©0 OB E Dp@8ow dwmo

(revrLfl@ rewfley allédrvdnian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

@O0 DOBNGDROB, 8 ¢ BENT e¢siery ©n®0
e5»0ed8. »35 yonslg OER®0 ® wademw “@E
WO ¢ OB 0® Wmosiesy. A »HO® @O B8EnJ
@i o). 08 D8edE wold OGN e@imdnf
BOeDd oywr. ©® 0857 ymslE OGNSR e® mdens
BusTes’. ©® ¢s¥zn ©»Swd BBO PO O®0 BG RO
BReed oywi. O° B SRWO O OB cemm 8D
©DB WO, & Ben 0@ Send® ydEm@E BNV
20 ®I0€w BOITIVD 0B8wd B8sT, ¢wdwd eBuxsy
W3 Beadm. ¢e0de 0¢m Bome ¢gmd, DOy®E WE) Gendd,
nde BaE Boens »OsIn.

@S 25T DedeNC B v

(omessTyifl@ HedledT LT Ty g2wioam)

(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)

O DOIBNIDROB, OO BwsIB) 9eey S Tow-

@O0 QBNWD) o

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@01 DEBT DEFENC Bw®» O En®, OO Bwsin.

®©S HH>EBT DeBENS Bw®w dwmo

(omessrLyfl@ HedlstT LTI wioam)

(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)

OO WONIWROB, OO VINSed FONWHWO @wg
DO, el 600 ©wrd)sy BV DY ewInId ¢ BEDo
w5 B8y Bum ecerned Gmwr HHnssinded GB8E
Beds) m0ksd. 6® cd5em0 8Bwes 1182 dw ®»SRE
Bedm. dodvewsi® wodmaBnm mnsBBen 88w g¢
923800 @18 DO WO BeI»HD. 0@m, god MBS ®
300w B BHOWO Bw YOO gded%d. 8Be@sined
IR O ged eveddwe WO ¥ WOTI® Ay OO
©wdss»n0 BBWBO WO, Gwd Y wBBIO & eveddae
CD @I B,

SnB8.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(orevTLfl@ FUTHTWST S)euTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

2@5000 Bedem, BWIO @i o OfsIemsie
aeFOoded Ovm. - [aen 0bws ne 2».]

8ewd, ©0 ¥8sIe gD & @BH®o.



521 208Ee®xInD 522

12080 OB auv»HIW»IB MO OO
BE § emono: 880 ¢@imusn®ied
YRS
LOTED6VG S 61> () LOGWTEV 67D ML)
QFunutILBeusTES GCleualwiTesT &%H6UVSH6I:
FHHDTL 6V HeWLOFF TSI FonDMI
REPORTS ON SAND EXPORTS TO THE MALDIVES:
STATEMENT BY MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT

@G ©8r¥e ¢®686 ®wmo (88w g ®0)

(orenrflg wanlbs wrefr - HHMTL L ewLdFsFT)

(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera - Minister of

Environment)

O WOIBNEWROB, EEOBes] cunw evit) HBOO
NEOHBC Bgre NE HERIDZHO ¢dm OO, O &
G Bewd sved ¢@imsdiewns, mHMeemBd sgient
20RO DBw W ©e¥0Jed edamEmwwns’ 83w
VYE 00  w8Bed®sin OEF o remBost
CotseyBOLY Coes@a O Owmn B85 ©vBw ©whwed ewd
08Be0de ©8Eecd®sInedl me ymnw ©0ITVewWsy «©®
cmow 800 dEGd R 20 B882¢d 0
B BO5I® 0D,

eR® WCewmw OITTVEWS S B 8D Dlmr ™S
Been o8 O° 0dfcm1d ASunE 0DI¢rNd Drews’ ©®
B, O8 Ben® Bvw 90 g@musdiws SRwWO ©®
0®ITTVO @ N owd :® BB Odew BO @B om
DCHBO OO gdme owd ey OO Bwo Ood
3©5000ed ¥ B0 wBBBen W BHE BB rewsy O &
8EAcd D080 mer. YT ©0 g»OTHO CRN
emORS amd gu 3O5T BB aDEGODm BewHBC sgres
B ovd 20Boery edmyy gednwm 018 @eedBesy comad
@mt) BIBO wewr BOSOD wid@= 8¢ w3 oy eI e®
0@IFVO B gorum amd e gu 0ed DB wduny
Bedawd gumumne BHBO 8¢ me ewmBB. deid mITesy
5O @@ VHNEH OO 8EeOTHD ¢ MO ™,
G0 Bedm ¢emsms 8.eaddme »E Gns.

gemys more O, 2021 80 2025 ¢ mcs ne ed
6008QBY gD@IHN & FOMS IBY O wOITTDeWsT &
2@mnsenw 83 gEnedsin wmed »o AIOB. & amd
2021 80 2025 ¢x¥on 988 Ded BBesw ne qod OO gdas
B yrmw OB wx B8O BEum 558 Omdr. »HP OO
DICEH BCw g BT WEOBIZN ¢ B 4,758BxT qwd
13800 B Dx¥ery D8 o 808 Bwm 41xa s®eni.
2ol 00 ¢dms NE y®moewsd Bwwd 250 guesIm
s@rmem gl 988 ghdg Y nEe Bedm D g©d
00 Dobmn @DE) Bedms. & amd BOSO wdsim
20008, ged 6ed g e wBE® 8 Y rews ewws
RO B 0D Bedmds. o0 ged
2@00; 0® B8O qdme 0w W0 Bedms. JBw
eones 98B0 HOYRHDOEO ©d gdes D18 Bwws Bedm
D0 812 BO wewsy edm. & Bewo B cOm gonm ©@wod)
OB ol dm ®»OGHEH O OHE «dFm god
DEIeBIEHOT DD BID.

©® WCemn gD NEDO, ged OO adas 18 »OH wx
808 B8Bu»m 14w Buwwxw @B D0 RO 0B wmdr. OO

Ben BO 00 w800 e0d, g0 ades m»o®dw 8
@A D0 OO Yyma DOD @B8. 0@ wew ¢8 od®
0500 BmEs wErN MBOO0 ®OGYH WodsY 83 D¢
gOWWICew6 OB,

¥ Seso wdBven v SBHE WTWrRw ® eOn o 53
emORT anD ¢dEG BBsweme ©E08esy scw 83uswg
BBe® wriy wewr wdn BEOO 918 BYd a0 0w
@D Beadmdl. 0® g ABsw Rne® dei wd Berdndo.
©®D wdr Bedsier’ BE eucHmOEO. 9v® 838¢ me
HE BRweO8 wdr ABedzlesy. D @ Bedsiesy
e8edOE® 8@0OAsY. D18 ByYd SO i8wsd 180,000
oo’ el gv mOeon HOR & OO wdh Beasiess.

OGS DONEWROB, w@isews’ O BEd O
8eE 10,0000 @8eds’ Bedsies’. w®Hd ©DEDO
8eE 5,0000 @feds Beastesy. ©@m»e83ed OB
ecsiesy BEd O9m GBeE wdcnd nwmmmd. & Ded
Bemo Beanm O Byd dm=’ 838g »0 v Bedsiesy
ci8we 180,00000 Bwm O 9500 ©108E8. e@®Dr g
@m0 WO NE 00ed8. d® OB ¢ »EwHBJI BveIen
8 ©290e08. D eEeEIBTIHGD wY e® a¢dd yodadBsy
C o D8 908 Dalimn 0D BedsTesny.

BeOxT®, gr 5ed ABY O Sodn CODE ©enrENOHO
BBDIBIB OB CABIEBT Cozn DBE N E w@rn® B8xT. O®
8808 00 BOE 800e.e #@B®ed ¢@imserw @den
Bedn w00, & and BCm, §O8E, wlewdsy w®»
COHBO DB BY wlur Dws vexndxnl Adedd
3008w e dmBes, swame, dwn GishBe g
CODCE 9O GBBIBHIW WOB. dw god OO Bme
8eC y&rmus, Bodn DBV cowm Svws 53w
8ecHsy OB B8, ¢lm SEmd »ORB @8 ®® JOOEO
00 gBBIBDB WIBIOBT.

©eeDBesy o ovd BHBO wewo o® 5
NEODHEC B DE 800 5HDIc® w@®asTRewsy ®o
Coes@ & O OB wE 00I¢r1d OO mied yReds
DO, HeOO Ved BHOW rwu@IhBHmO ©EHSO
©® 928 WO» EmdRc; O DdDwww DHNBTHO,
OO 2Das O EmICHT PO Be® vmn wden §og
©® ©OITID ©mCRT CA MBe® VB WO Bedmo.
@i, I EHDWBOCO Bwo BPen, "emdnd o
053D PRI B W, BRI emdnd ecstesy vy
B, BENBsY 0m0nc; I ocdm H€ 83» 2O
RIN® BT, VYBTensT An® BOAE emcndw o
OB YOO,

OeOsI®  g@imoeaBe CBedem  IO®  %d
S OTedn gDEedd PO, v B wdWee v snE
D8wened Bl 05O ®ed  g®imncned
BRI wowd Dz 3 O5T J wews S8 8 BB
OO gdEND Beadmd. &8 Bw Sweds & dLde
EcDD. @ 6O HOITD Yoead W a8 CA®
Sweds 8 dudd® »cOmD. e®NB emonos gdwes
50, dw 8Eed®@mned 8OO g» OBE® W Bwd
Beadms. 90 Ben 9n® B85 @Wmom ¢ 0dIcrNd ©®
noed yhANeds mOmd. 0dierndrs 928sxs wom 80
B0 emdnc; 8850 928es i ecw OO I ensy
S D 9C R B8SDo.



523 2021 e5Em@8 22 524

OO DONIWROB, OO 0® WmTren v1E8 meg Sewd
@® 0dfernd OCE O Bwoedsy. BB dOm cuow @R
BBOO ewd 00m mBswmO 8 ewd o WD @esd
3OO WO YW Ve WD @ud FDEBHORD BNV
©® ed ©dftrn OEE ®OB ©EO e LBEHB)
928ur BIO D&k Do, & O 9O erecdewsy wewsy
DO m@BB. S BBwO @y P® ©DEedD® O
eOmEedsy Bl ostes’. ODH weds’ e® oddE
WOBID JOOT DO BN, DN WOBIB) ¢ed O
P By O 9m® DORe®s IO yR WOBID
D OBB. OO 0@ gddND R {BIBNO eRDewI® BRBEB, ©o
DOINBDROA.

B0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

o0 eld @e&mdidm Owm (x5 §Lis ©wY

388e®5Ined 3150 weHR®0)

(oreryllg  FHCemey Gemtouigear - sHval S EDLFF(HLD

LTI TEBLOGTDS FeDLI (P66 (HLD)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Education and

the Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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@G Loty eadidm Swmo

(omessryifl@ HCevrely @ evreuitger)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OO DOINBDROB, VDD -[Podo BE®]

O VYR BEHEE Dvmo

(omeisLyfl @ svgagiosT SliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, last year and this year, we lost 25 Sitting Days. In
the United Kingdom, they conduct Business of Parliament
with a smaller group of MPs and the others via Zoom. So,
why can we not adopt the same?

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTL @ FUTBTWST S)6uTs6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Okay. That, you mentioned at the Party Leaders'
Meeting, I suppose.

O VYO BEHEE Dvwmo

(omessrLyfl@ svgagiost SiflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, please, ®0 mG HOBIBy §DEND eesI.

©G Lestd endidm ®wmo

(orevorLifl@ HGerrely @ ewTeuigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

@8 mO mer 073, 0® Boemw mD WO 05y vfes.

O VYO BEHEE Dvmo

(omessrLyif@ svgagLostT SliflsTev6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Hon. Speaker, last year and this year, we lost 25
Sitting Days. I am repeating, in the United Kingdom and
other countries, Parliamentary Sessions are conducted
with a smaller number of MPs and the others via Zoom.
Yesterday, the Government said that COVID-19 cases are
decreasing. So, why are you postponing the Sittings for
tomorrow and the day after? 088 DxdBs ¢ Dm0
DO, owd ®y BP0 Bwudn w8Eed®sin d$B® »E
Oy 18?7 Jout vemOE mw @Y.
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(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWSEST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

But, you all took the decision the other day.

o6 BEe AByEe Owmo
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Now, you mentioned your idea. So, let the Hon.
Leader of the House go ahead.

oG eBEOs BBy EE Owmo

(oreTLfl@ svFagLosir SlifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

O® RIR®IO vFe W dESSe® BDD exIc?

OO DIIBNWBH O
(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

BODo.

oG VLS BB EE Ovmo

(orerLyLll@ svaagLosir SlifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

RO O® BDDs ezi¢ "Zoom" O ©?

@O0 QIBNBHD S
(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

0.

o6 VLS BB e wmo

(orerLyLfl@ svaagLosir SlifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

®® "Zoom" & @ BODO, ©00emR® ®ed &®d
s¥vn. vy Be eddided vy 0® efdided & 254 qwud
dedde soDsTey Craeed sy

OO DAIBNBDHR Do
(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

We will try to catch up with it.

o6 VLR BB e Dvwmo

(orenTLyfl@ svFagLosir slifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

What about tomorrow? Can we not sit at least
tomorrow? Please!

OO DAIBNBHD) O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

After the COVID-19 situation improves, we will try to
catch up with the delay.

o6 eBEes BB e Dvwmo

(orenTLll@ svFagLosir slifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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OO DAIBNBH) Do

(LomevsTLLOl@ FUTBTWST HjeuTH6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

0w O RVIPOIE Bwugeern dnn @D OB
Boeww.  If you want, we will take it up at the next Party
Leaders' Meeting.

oG EBEO BEHEE dwmo

(omessrLyifl@ svgagiostT SiflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Hon. Speaker, you are the custodian of the rights of
the MPs.

OO DIBNWBWHD O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

True. We will take it up at the next Party Leaders'
Meeting.

O L BEHEE v

(omessrLyif@ svgagiostT SiflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

You are not here to direct the policies of the
Government. So, kindly help us.

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Now, let the Hon. Leader of the House go ahead with
the Items.

I

@G Lexvd endiRm Qwmo
(omessryifl @ HCevroiy @ svreuitgeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Sir, I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order 8 of the
Parliament and the Motion agreed to by Parliament on 06™ October,
2020, the hours of Sitting of Parliament on Monday, October 04" 2021
shall be 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. At 4.30
p-m., Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question put."

g 88z &Y, wwo @@z Ses.
afleoarr BB (B) 6TDmYs ClsmeTemLILIL L gy
Question put, and agreed to.

oG Lesvd endiRn Swmo
(omessryifl @ HCevroiy @ svreuitgeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Sir, I move Item No. 3.

@O QBB
(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTdsr)
(The Hon. Speaker)

3600 Omwe?

O YO BEHEE dwmo
(omessrL)fl@ svgagiost SiflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

28 Om® 2B, OO WHTNEDROB.

@G Lesvd eadidm Swm

(omevsryfl@ HCevrelq @ ewreuiger)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

O 0B Yewd, we have - [Interruption)

O YO BEHEE dwmo
(omevsrLyfl@ svgagiossT SiflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon.
Adaikkalanathan. You have 10 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna.
You have 22 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara. You have 11
minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna to the
Chair?
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(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari
Wijerathna do now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. (MRS.) ROHINI KUMARI
WIJERATHNA took the Chair.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I wish to place on record a
few observations with regard to His Excellency the
President's comments to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations when he had met the Secretary-General in
New York on Sunday, the 19th. The Presidential
Secretariat has issued a formal statement with regard to
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that meeting. According to that statement, His Excellency
the President is supposed to have stated, I quote:

"The President said that the internal issues of Sri Lanka should
be resolved through an internal mechanism of the country and said
the Tamil Diaspora would be invited for discussions in this regard."

Hon. Presiding Member, I find that quite amusing, that
His Excellency could go to New York and make such a
statement because it is this very same Government, within
days of coming to power, which chose to list a number of
organizations representing the Tamil diaspora as illegal
organizations or banned organizations and even went on
to include a number of individuals who hold a lot of
respect amongst the diaspora and who potentially could
have, in fact, been interlocutors in it. So, by listing them,
you made sure that no such meaningful dialogue could, in
fact, take place and that makes this statement sound
extremely hollow. That is, for you to go to the United
Nations after doing that, after taking those steps within
days of coming to power, and make this sort of claim.

Not only that. The President has not stopped at that,
but has gone on to say with regard to the missing persons,
that death certificates would be released and action would
be taken, that he would expedite action. What is that
action? Once again, before he left, he had the audacity to
tell the families of missing persons and some of those
organizations, “Forget about the past. Do not bother
looking for your loved ones”. So, what is the action that
he is going to expedite? Purely, issuing death certificates
without even bothering to look at the circumstances under
which those individuals were murdered by the security
forces. That is the impunity that His Excellency the
President is choosing to get a rubber stamp for, from the
United Nations. If the United Nations chooses to back this
sort of steps, we will condemn those steps unreservedly
because they go counter to every single principle that the
United Nations claims that it stands for and that, I think,
must be placed on record.

Then, he has also gone on to say with regard to the
political prisoners that he had released quite a few soon
after he came to power. Those prisoners were going to be
released anyway within a year; he did not do anything
extraordinary. He wanted to release a convicted prisoner,
“convicted” in the sense that the matter went up to the
Supreme Court - one of his "golayas” went up to the
Supreme Court - and he wanted to pardon that gentleman,
and in the process, to make it out as if he was being quite
magnanimous, he chose to include the names of a few
Tamil prisoners who were anyway going to come out
within a year. That is the truth. So, these statements that
he is claimed to have used in the international fora to
somehow gain some credibility, I think, ring extremely
hollow, Hon. Presiding Member and that must be stated.

Then, to match His Excellency the President or to
compete with him, we have a Foreign Minister - actually,
I used to venerate him when I was a law student, study his
books and think that he was some sort of a god, but,
unfortunately, once he came into politics, all of that has

gone out of the window - who also had made another
statement. It is shocking what he had said! Foreign
Minister Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, at the Ministerial
Sessions on “Foreign Policy and Religion” at the G20
Interfaith Forum, Bologna, Italy, had said this, I quote:

“Then, the final point I want to make is this, that we have to
look at ethnic or religious political parties. That is also a critical
problem with regard to the formulation of foreign policy and in
many of our countries, we have political parties that profess overtly
to be ethnic in character and complexion. We represent this ethnic
group. We represent this religion. I don't think that's a good idea. It
does a great deal of damage. In my own country, Muslims, Tamils,
members of minority communities, have reached the pinnacle of
political power and authority as members of the national political
parties.”

"National political parties"? When the vast majority
of Tamils and Muslims chooses to vote for their own
parties, parties representing their own communities
because they have no faith in these national political
parties, you have one or two such individuals as members
of national political parties, whom the Hon. Foreign
Minister points out to say that, in fact, the Tamil and
Muslim people are fully with the Government and not
with the other parties representing the Tamils and
Muslims. So, that is another dishonest statement. For an
intellectual like the Professor to be making such
statements only shows his intellectual dishonesty and that
is unfortunate, given his past where he was held in very
high regard.

Not only that, he has chosen deliberately to hide the
fact that the party to which he belonged earlier, the SLFP,
was instrumental in making sure that Sri Lanka became
so polarized by stating that Sri Lanka is only for the
Sinhalese. And you have a President who boasts today
that it is only the Sinhalese people who voted him into
power. So, when you have sectarian words coming out
from the President and the Foreign Minister themselves
in that way, for them to go to international fora of this
nature and mislead those fora, I think, is something that
must be condemned. I think it is important that this sort
of actions be brought to the attention of the Hon.
Members of the House.

Thank you.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana.]
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Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 4 ordered to stand part of the Bill.

gt Dozfe o 00s sm5 emHOsens emdeunl
07800 AP sl Bewlo mo» 8.
o5 emHOBD, t3:0aID2 0BHO 38 o &
FLL_IDTG UTFHAPLD FNGVLILILD FL L CAPVGHITT LIGHMUITS (3)(5%%5
Covussr(H)elosvrds o1 1_swemull_ i’ 1 gj.
FLL_@psvd Flimsstllerns] ymildenss GClFuiwIIIL L ).
Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Bill reported without Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Hon. Presiding Member, for the time
allotted for me to speak a few words on this Adjournment
Motion.



649 ZlelelclCka 1) 650

[061 ©8.8. g@sIBSET ©wmo]

Madam, the problem with the Government seems to
be its doublespeak. I have here with me a tweet by His
Excellency the President made on the 21* of July this
year, where he says, I quote:

“We are committed to work with the UN to ensure
accountability and human development...."

He says “..to work with the UN to ensure
accountability".

........... to achieve lasting peace and reconciliation.”

Then, he says, I quote:

“We are dedicated to resolving the issues ... to ensure justice
and reconciliation by implementing necessary institutional reforms.”

We welcomed it immediately. Whenever there has
been a progressive move by the Government, we have
publicly welcomed it. We tweeted the President’s tweet
saying, “We welcome and assure our support to the
President’s commitment to work with the UN on
accountability” and also said, “...awaiting further moves
of the Government in this regard” because we know that
you can await and await and await and nothing comes
about. We say that because it was on the 26" of May,
2009 that His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa made a
Joint Statement with the visiting Secretary-General of the
UN, Ban-Ki-Moon, in Kandy assuring him of certain
inquiries that would be made. Twelve years hence, his
brother, His Excellency Gotabaya Rajapaksa, says the
same thing and then, the Foreign Ministry says, “No, we
will not agree to any external mechanisms”. The President
says one thing - perhaps the Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya is
going to reply to that - but your Minister, rejecting the
oral update, says, "We cannot agree to any agreement
with the UN on this". That is a doublespeak.

Similarly, the call by the President to talk to the Tamil
Diaspora, we have welcomed.

O §Eoes NG OG0B

(oTenTLLfl@ SeweVenHSTEIGL 2 MIILNESTT SjeuTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.

©0 8.8, 30T BSHT Vwmn

(omevorLyLfl@; 6TiD.6T. &rLoblredr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Madam, I will just make one point and conclude.

But, on the 16™ of July this year, the President invited
the TNA to come to talk with him and at the last minute,
he put it off - maybe, there was some issue - and then,
sent two letters to us saying, “Very soon, we will talk. We
will fix a date”. Two months hence, we are still waiting,
but he goes to New York and wants to talk to the Tamil
Diaspora. We have welcomed it, too. All the very best to
him! But, first he must talk to us, the Representatives of
the Tamil people here and settle this issue.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage)

Thank you, Hon. Presiding Member, for giving me
the opportunity to speak a few words on this
Adjournment Motion.

There has been so much of criticism and speculation
about His Excellency the President trying to meet the
Tamil diaspora and the invitation he has extended to them
for discussions. I would like to remind the Opposition
that when they were in power, during the previous
Government, their Foreign Minister, the Hon. Mangala
Samaraweera, also met with the Tamil diaspora and had
discussions. What I would like to know is this. Do we
not really need to fix this ethnic issue? Has it really not
gone too far? Do we not ever want to fix the ethnic
problem in this country? Do we not want to settle this
issue with the international community? Are we going to
carry it on and on with every government that comes into
power? This country has been in the limelight with all
sorts of accusations regarding human rights violations.
Do not anybody in this country, as Sri Lankans, want to
end this conflict or issue? I urge everyone to speak up as
a Sri Lankan at this moment when we are facing such
issues before the international community. This has to
stop. We are Sri Lankans; whether we are Sinhalese,
Tamils or Muslims, we all are Sri Lankans. If anybody
thinks that we can end this by arguing about it with each
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other in this country and by showing the world that we are
not united as Sri Lankans, how are we going to face the
international community? So, this has to stop.

We have to accept that an injustice has been caused to
the Tamil people of this country, not by us, but by our
ancestors and that is where I stand. There has been an
issue in this country. We have to treat those people
equally because they also have all the human rights as
everybody else does as citizens of this country. First, we
have to correct it by learning to accept that there has been
an issue. We need to address that issue by keeping
extremism and racism out of our minds. We are never
going to end this problem with racism in our minds. So,
we have to come out of racism and fix this problem.
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(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya - State Minister of Regional

Co-operation)

Hon. Presiding Member, at the outset, I want to thank
the Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara for bringing this timely
Adjournment Motion. However, I think I am a little bit
confused because in his main argument, he says that this
Government is following a policy of duplicity. For a
moment, if we agree with the Hon. Member and if the
present Government is carrying on certain policies which
they all considered were good during their time, then, I
fail to see what the issue is.

ure@Gw -  UrrpSw 2 pey

Hon. Presiding Member, the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet,
presented an oral update on Sri Lanka to the 48th Session
of the Human Rights Council in Geneva on 13"
September, 2021. The oral update by the High
Commissioner, among other things, has acknowledged
some positive steps taken by the Government of Sri
Lanka to resolve many issues of concern. For example,
she noted with interest His Excellency the President’s
interaction with the civil society, acknowledged the
release of 16 LTTE cadres convicted of serious crimes
under the PTA, noted the Government’s reaffirmation of
its intention to revisit the PTA and also acknowledged the
progress made by the domestic processes such as the
Office for Reparations and the Office on Missing Persons.

Our Foreign Minister’s statement to the Human Rights
Council, as the country concerned, provided an update on
the progress made on all issues of concern, in particular,
the progress made since the 46™ Session of the Human
Rights Council. He stated that we have done so under
challenging circumstances due to the prevalent global
pandemic.

Prior to the Council, the Hon. Foreign Minister has
personally briefed the Colombo-based Heads of Missions
of HRC Member States about our efforts and the progress
achieved. Sri Lankan Missions abroad have also briefed
the HRC Members. Sri Lanka’s Permanent
Representative to the UN in Geneva has also briefed the
HRC Members and the Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights. The Foreign Ministry
has shared a detailed information document, giving an
update on developments related to post-conflict
reconciliation as well as the ongoing efforts to address
the human rights issues.

Consistent with the position we have previously stated
at the Council, Sri Lanka has reiterated that, while we
will continue our cooperation with the United Nations on
human rights matters, we categorically reject the external
initiatives purportedly established by Resolution 46/1
while domestic processes are vigorously addressing the
relevant matters of accountability, reconciliation and
human rights. We have stated clearly that external
initiatives embarked upon without the cooperation of the
country concerned will be subject to politicization, will
lead to further polarization of our society and therefore,
cannot achieve their stated human rights and
reconciliation goals.

The previous Government, by co-sponsoring
Resolution 30/1 in 2015, moved away from a domestic
mechanism and instead gave access to the international
community. The people of Sri Lanka rejected this
approach and the Government which was elected in
November, 2019 started the domestic process to address
residual issues of the conflict with the objective of
achieving tangible and measurable results through that.

Madam, following the presentation of the oral update
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, 15
countries  have  expressed their support and
encouragement to the efforts taken by the Government of
Sri Lanka to address issues related to human rights. This
is a significant support extended to our principled
position by a number of countries which highlighted in
the Human Rights Council that country-specific
resolutions implemented without the consent of the
country concerned are unproductive, while emphasizing
the need for supporting domestic initiatives.

Madam, His Excellency the President and the Hon.
Foreign Minister are, at present, in New York to address
the United Nations General Assembly. They are meeting
with the highest levels of the international community
including Heads of State as well as the UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres. At these meetings, His
Excellency the President as well as the Hon. Foreign
Minister have reiterated Sri Lanka’s commitment to bring
peace, prosperity and reconciliation in the country as well
as rejected any unsubstantiated allegations. At his
meeting with the UN Secretary-General, President
Rajapaksa outlined the challenges that Sri Lanka is facing
in the circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic and also
said that even in the midst of these unprecedented
circumstances, significant steps have been taken to
address the issues that arose in the aftermath of defeating
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terrorism. President Rajapaksa also explained the
engagement with civil society organizations to bring
about development and reconciliation in the country. He
added that the internal issues of Sri Lanka should be
resolved through an internal mechanism and also said that
the Tamil Diaspora would be invited for discussions in
this regard. The United Nations Secretary-General told
President Rajapaksa that the United Nations will provide
the full support to Sri Lanka in moving forward to
promote unity among the different communities.

His Excellency the President will address the entire
international community in his Address to the United
Nations General Assembly today, 22nd September, where
he will present Sri Lanka’s efforts to achieve peace and
prosperity in the country as well as to reach the
Sustainable Development Goals despite the severe
challenges.

Before I conclude, I would like to remind this House
that it was not this Government that co-sponsored a
Resolution against its own people. It was not this
Government that was willing to throw their own war
veterans under the bus; it was not this Government that,
on the false pretense of reconciliation, turned a blind eye
to the ongoing concerns of this country, which led to the
biggest massacre of civilian lives since the end of the war.
It is laughable that an Opposition which applauded these
decisions and voted in favour of them are today crying
foul over issues faced by this Government in the
international arena. From the very first day these issues
arose, we have been clear that a united stand is the only
way to face these challenges, but we have an
opportunistic Opposition which prefers to play politics
with the future of our citizens.

Madam, let me highlight that we have categorically
rejected all unsubstantiated allegations about Sri Lanka in
our interactions with the international community, here in
Colombo, in Geneva, in New York as well as through all
our diplomatic Missions. We have stated that we will
continue to engage in constructive interactions with the
United Nations and the international community in
bringing peace and prosperity to Sri Lanka. We have
reiterated that we are open in acknowledging our
challenges and as a responsible and a democratic
Government, we are committed to achieving tangible
progress on the entire range of issues relating to
accountability, reconciliation, human rights, peace and
sustainable development.

Thank you.
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And it being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.39 p.m. until 10.00 a.m. on
Monday, 04th October, 2021, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
of this Day.
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