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The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA ABEYWARDANA]
in the Chair.
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AFFIRMATION: HON. JAYANTHA KETAGODA
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The Hon. Jayantha Ketagoda made and subscribed the Affirmation
required by Law; and signed the Book at the Table.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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RESIGNATION OF HON. AJITH NIVARD CABRAAL, MEMBER
OF PARLIAMENT
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(omressTL0l@ FUTBTWST HjeuTsH6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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Whereupon the Secretary-General read the following letter:
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PARLIAMENT

Nivard Ajith Leslie Cabraal

No:32/7,
School Lane,
Nawala.
13th September 2021
The Secretary General,

Parliament of Sri Lanka,
Sri Jayawardenepura
Kotte.

My dear Secretary General,

I write to inform you that | would be resigning as a Member of Parliament
with immediate effect.

| take this opportunity to thank you and your staff for all the courtesies and
assistance extended to me during the period that I functioned as a MP. Let me
also extend my sincere gratitude to the Honourable Speaker, Deputy Speaker,
Deputy Chairman of Committees and all others who made my brief period in
Parliament so pleasant and fruitful.

Wishing you and your wonderful team all the very best,
< .
RN

Nivard Ajith Leslie Cabraal
Member of Parliament - National List

Yours sincerely,
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Labour)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana - Minister of Trade)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando - Minister of Highways and

Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(omevoryLfl@ 6Tib. w6110 6 FLM - B3] HewLDEFFIT)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry - Minister of Justice)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Regulations made by the
Minister of Justice under Section 840, read with Section
214 of the Civil Procedure Code (Chapter 101) and
published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2234/67 of
02nd July, 2021.

I move that these Regulations be referred to the
Ministerial Consultative Committee on Justice.

s E®eszd 8, et @@ Ses.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
REPORTS
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Education and

the Leader of the House of Parliament)
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
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(LomevsTLLO@ FUTBTWST HjeuiTd6iT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe?

@0 OB E Bn®8Bow Dwmo
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
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»S0. A number of students complain that they have not
finished the A/L syllabus. So, I think you all could look into
it and give them whatever relief that is needed.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
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(oressryfl@ Symir NMwgiager wrum)

(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Report of the Committee
on Public Finance on the -

(1)  Regulations and the Order under the Inland
Revenue Act, No. 24 of 2017;

(ii))  Order under the Value Added Tax Act, No. 14 of
2002;

(iii)  Order under the Finance Act, No. 11 of 2006; and

(iv) Regulations under the Imports and Exports
(Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969

which were referred to the said Committee.

108w Om HIw gnwld Bowlw mom» @&
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(The Hon. Gamini Lokuge - Minister of Energy)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka)
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(The Hon. Sudath Manjula)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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(The Hon. Speaker)

gdm gowm 1 -72/2020- (2), ©6 eler Ommed ©wnmo -

[ese0 @b ne 23».]

g@dm gom 2 -176/2020- (2), o ©e3.00. ©wms @wmo

- [eews obwaw ne 232.]

B0 ©@01sT Cenlord Owmn (8Eid W v BEIsy

BIRD MOGR Coess ¢®rms®0)

(oressryLll@ Qrragresr rewtdlhis - WTSHTERT FePLISST LOHMILD

2 simeshI Lo S|VIUEVEHET @) TTETHIS (eLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Roshan Ranasinghe - State Minister of Provincial

Councils and Local Government)

O WOINEHROB, @¢ &5 8 sped Bedm
8o Y@Emw 0¢dm0 928u edE) Beamdr. »Y,
©0T 958 8@ 83ed W OST WOILNGHROS,
OO ydmw BT Lno® 988ur D5 Bwo O® yAE®WO goE
8EnNC wwivn OB 98 C ¢ ECH OO IS
oCEI 835Da.

B0 OIBNBHD S

(omedryLfl@ FUTHTWSEST SjeuiTdser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@D D00l VIR 8 BERS wvon WOBIH
8057, O Coess OB,



327

2020/21 ®» wsI5rs: ©@00%S o 8O

2020/21 QupbCUTSHID: LIFEHET 61LPHISEH6D
MAHA SEASON 2020/21: PROVISION OF FERTILIZER

605/2020

7. ©6 uoxt Sy O

(et fl@ @)agmrds rameLoTesT)
(The Hon. Ishak Rahuman)
880 ¢ im1n@ensy ¢ ydmae - (2):

(@) (i) ocded "ewsammsed " yBeB ymnw
axy® 2020/2021 ®» msimed Do ®OWD
BCW OB  ©eNIC eNSeE Cab

ecsiesie;

(i) Ve »H®, Do WY CID YO IO HLrerwd®
@090 CR ELBIEBIC,

(i) B O® WO YO IO yLrErWO® ©EWIC C
ecslesic;

(iv) oo 58, 8 Do WOy CID O gmSwn
8cy O O ©0ewId DEVOET CRo @¢)
CID 020080 YOrerw 005 005 Daewsy
OB e,

V) oBebm eaddo Do BB wewr gWmSwmO
G @) CAD 020%I0 ZDrenw GBS,

WBIB) O5 @O 51D cr¥OsIensTe?
(20) oedeEnd, S @sie?

&5 05TV ewwsFFanrd Cosl L allerT:

(@) () Serbsssler Cpré@"
Q& metewsls LrsLenggler Llyasmy, 2020/2021

"FU_Fgglett

Qu@pGurst  LWlTERFIens  BLoUIgHMS
BEHGGTS  EIFTWETL  LFHT  (3)6V6UFLOTS
QUIPBISLILIBHILOT,

(i) <oOwesflev, vulTFOFINs GHEISHTsITETL
U@ QrEs BlOUTILdSGD LFDOT QI
SLIL(pLoT,

(i) @OppuuilifFElFens GumhesTsTariiL(hid
Quwrgs BelLTliyds@G UFemer aupkISL
u(or;

(iv) CQuwenflsv,
QameTarliL@d @i TEBMEEG speubleumm

@BHUUNTFOFLIen S Gup

LIFeDeT  6UemBSB6Ns)  eupBIGLILBLL 6T
euresrg QeusuGoumras wrgi;

V) Guevgls vullisswerts vwWlflBeuspsTs spi
T5HHSHE ULPBISLILI(HILD LiFenerullsst eTey
wrgl,

STETLIENS Ui @)FaFemudb@ plaliiurym?

(=) G)HTCmeL, ersir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) whether chemical fertilizer will be provided
free of charge for cultivations in the Maha
season 2020/2021 in accordance with the
“Vistas of Prosperity” Policy Statement of
the Government;
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(i) if so, whether fertilizer will be provided for
the entire extent of land that will be
cultivated;

(iii)) whether fertilizer will be provided to the
entire extent of land that will be cultivated
with paddy;

(iv) if so, the amounts of each type of fertilizer
that will be provided per acre of paddy
cultivation, separately; and

(v) the amount of fertilizer that will be
provided per acre for cultivating additional
crops;

(b) Ifnot, why?

o6 O8FTmsIe geo®ed Owm (BES
3@ ®)

(orewryllg  wadlbsTeaThs YWSHWEE - HWHESTLL
S|DLOFFIT)
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asked the Minister of Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

() whether the post offices and the sub-post
offices in the Kilinochchi District are
functioning properly according to the
categorization;

(if) separately, the number of post offices and
sub-post offices situated in the aforesaid
district; and

(iif)  separately, the number of post offices and
sub-post offices with permanent lands and
buildings;

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(1) whether he is aware of the need to construct
sub-post  offices in  Paradipuram,
Punnainiravi and Pallikuda areas;

(i) if so, as to why no action has been taken
regarding the letter bearing reference
PPS&MR/HR/09-182 dated 09.09.2016
that was sent to the Postmaster General as
per the letter submitted by me to the then
Minister on 05.09.2016;

(iii) the date on which permanent building
facilities will be provided to the sub-post
offices in Kalmadunagar, Thirunagar,
Konavil,  Karadibokku,  Thiruvaiyaru,
Ambalkulam, Murasumottai, Tharmapuram,
Kandavalai, Puliyampokkanai,
Kumjuparandan, Sivanagar, Muhamalai,
Iyakkachchi, Kilali,  Eluthumadduval,
Soranpattu, Tattuvankotti, Chundikkulam,
Settiyakuruchchi, Iranaitiv, Gaudarimunai,
Pallavarayankaddu, Nallur, Kiran and
Veravil; and

(iv) whether the four main post offices in the
district, namely Kilinochchi, Paranthan,
Pachchilaipalli  and  Poonahari  are
functioning  with modern  computer
facilities?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Industries:
(a)  Ishe aware that-

(1) Sri Lankan brassware manufacturers are
abandoning the industry by now;

(if) aforesaid manufacturers encounter issues
regarding supply of raw materials and sale
of products; and

(iii) a huge amount of foreign exchange can be
earned by aforesaid industry?

(b)  Will he state -

(1) whether Sri Lankan brass products are
exported;

(i) if so, the foreign income earned by
aforesaid exports in 2015;

(iii)) whether measures will be taken to export
Sri Lankan brass products, if the same is not
done by now; and

(iv) if so, the dates on which such measures will
be taken?
(c)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether measures have been taken to
expand the market for Sri Lankan brass
products; and

(if)  if so, aforesaid measures?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Security:
(@)  Is he aware that -

(1) an open warrant has been issued against
Kasthuriarachchige Yasasiri and J. G. L
Udayanganie Kasturiarachchi residing at
No. 282/C, Galle Road, Colombo 03 by the
Galle Additional Magistrate on 06.08.2019
for not appearing before the Court on
01.08.2019 for a case bearing No. 90661
filed in the Galle Magistrate’s Court for not
paying a gratuity of Rs. 201,337.50;

(i) they have not been arrested though one year
and two months have passed since the
warrant was issued; and

(iii) the OIC, Galle has stated that the relevant
police station should arrest them since
summons and open warrants have been
issued for about 20 cases filed against them
in the investigation conducted on
02.10.2020 in this regard?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether there is any influence from another
party or negligence that prevents them from
being taking into custody; and

(i)  if so, whether legal action will be taken in
this regard?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera - Minister of Public
Security)
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INTERNATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAMMES ON SOLID
WASTE MANAGEMENT: MEMBERS PARTICIPATED
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(=) B)sirCmev, ey6sr?

asked the Minister of Public Services, Provincial
Councils and Local Government:
(a)  Will he state -
() the number of Local Authority Members

who participated in the international
training programmes on solid waste
management in each year during the period
from the year 2010 up to now, separately;

(b)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)
V)
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the name of each Local Authority Member
along with the name of the relevant Local
Authority, separately;

the country and the city in which each of the
aforesaid programmes was held along with
the duration of each programme, separately;

the amount spent for participating in each of
the aforesaid programmes, separately; and

the names of the Local Authorities that
implemented programmes related to solid
waste management subsequent to the
aforesaid programmes?

If not,why?
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R8s 1,807,000.00]
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c0© 368,290.00

@21 860,000.00]

Redrsn8c 6,166,046.38
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Buddhika Pathirana on behalf of the Hon. S.M.
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@)TEmeD, ersiT?

asked the Minister of Highways:

(@)

(b)

©

(d

Is he aware that -

(i) the construction work of the Marine Drive,
which is constructed as a measure to
minimizing the massive traffic congestion
prevailing on the Galle Road from
Colombo to Moratuwa, has been done only
up to Wasala Road - Dehiwala; and

(if) the construction work of that project is
moving very slowly?
Will he inform this House -
(i) the total estimated cost of that project;
(if) the name of the institution that obtained the
contract of that project; and
(iif)  the date on which the construction work of
that project is expected to be completed?
Will he also inform this House -

(i) the amount of money paid as compensation
to the people who lose their property owing
to that project; and

(i) if more compensation is to be paid, the

dates on which such compensation would
be paid?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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DAMAGE CAUSED TO SOIL BY CHEMICAL FERTILIZERS:
PREVENTION
467/2020
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana on behalf of the Hon.
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Sjeui @FFewLsE plalliiumyr?
@) @erCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture:

(@) Will he inform this House -
(i) the number of metric tonnes of chemical
fertilizer imported to Sri Lanka per year;

(ii) the extent of arable lands in Sri Lanka in
hectares; and

(iii) the amount of chemical fertilizer applied
per one hectare of arable land?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether researches have been conducted in
regard to the damage that may be caused to
the soil due to the application of chemical
fertilizer; and

(ii) the courses of action taken to prevent the
aforesaid damage?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

©O @%5IedOsT yrrsTg Ovmo
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the extent of paddy lands in the Kurunegala
District; and

(i) the extent of cultivated paddy lands and
barren paddy lands, out of that;

in respect of each Divisional Secretary's Division,
separately?

(b)  Will he inform this House the courses of action
taken by the Ministry to recultivate the barren
paddy lands in the District of Kurunegala?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Mass Media:
(&)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether a person was appointed to the post
of Chief Executive Officer of the
Independent Television Network during the
period from year 2015 to 2019;
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(i)
(ii)
(iv)

if so, the name of the person, educational
qualifications and other qualifications;

the period he served at the Independent
Television Network;

the monthly salary, allowances paid and
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other facilities provided; and

(v) therefore, the total amount paid to him
during the period he served ?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) if the payments made to the aforesaid
person during the period he served at the
ITN are improper payments, whether
measures will be taken to recover the
amount from the officers who are
responsible; and

(i) if not, of the reasons?
(c) Ifnot, why?
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“.the online system that is available through the NMRA
website is a failure, thereby bringing immense hardship to the
clients. Furthermore, even before the uprising of COVID-19,
the way NMRA handled a low number of clients, on a day
that is allocated for the public is very disturbing. This reflects
badly on our Ministry as serving the public should be an
essential part of your institution.

I would like to remind you, at our meeting, one week after
assuming duties as the State Minister, NMRA provided
timelines to complete the regulatory process pertaining to
local manufacturing and the importing of pharmaceuticals.
These timelines have been mere words and not followed up
by action.

I am writing all this as a matter of urgency and strongly urge
you to take immediate action to resolve the issues to
minimize complaints from various parties.

I would strongly suggest you to reform all the procedures and
processes at the NMRA and increase the efficiency at the
institute so that we do not face an unpleasant scenario, in the
near future.”
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(The Hon. Speaker)

The next speaker is the
Abegunawardhana.

Hon. Rohitha

Order, please! Before he starts, the Hon. Deputy
Speaker will take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. RANJITH SIYAMBALAPITIYA] took the
Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHANT] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Nimal Piyathissa, please. You have eight
minutes.

[g.9. 1.30]
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(The Hon. Nimal Piyathissa)
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Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

It has been reduced to eight minutes because of the
time constraints. So, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Vijitha Herath. You have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon.
Gunathilaka. You have seven minutes.

Udayakantha
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka. You have
nine minutes.
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Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. D. B. Herath. You have
eight minutes.
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Hon. State Minister, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. S.M. Marikkar. You have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have only two more minutes.
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Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. H. Nandasena. You have seven
minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara - Minister of Water

Supply)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte do
now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

left the Chair, and THE HON. PREMNATH C. DOLAWATTE took the
Chair.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I would like to say that the
ban on the use of chemical fertilizer in Sri Lanka has
thrown the tea industry into complete disarray. The
consequences of this ban would be unimaginable to the
country because we would lose about 50 per cent of our
yield. As you know, Sir, tea is the single biggest export of
our country, which brings about more than US Dollars 1.5
billion a year and which is about 10 per cent of our total
export income. The Government is going ahead with its
decision to become fully organic and I think it is a great
threat to our priced tea industry, the export income and
also to our economy.
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 10.00 a.m. on Wednesday,
22nd September, 2021.
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