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The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa made and subscribed the
Affirmation required by Law, and signed the Book at the Table.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Labour)
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(The Hon. Lohan Rathwaththe - State Minister of Gem and

Jewellery Related Industries and State Minister of Prison
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LAND BELONGING TO SRI LANKA MAHAWELI AUTHORITY:

WALAWA ZONE
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asked the Minister of Irrigation :
(@)  Will he inform this House-

@

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

™)

(b) Ifnot,

the extent of land that belongs to the
Walawa Zone of Sri Lanka Mahaweli
Authority, in acres;

the extent of land that has been distributed
among people, out of the aforesaid extent
of land in each division of the aforesaid
zone, separately;

the number of plots of land over 50 acres in
extent and have been provided to various
projects, out of the lands that belong to the
Walawe Zone;

whether the aforesaid plots of land were
provided upon the approval of the Cabinet
of Ministers; and

if not, the methodology adopted in
providing the aforesaid plots of land?

why ?
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(The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa - Minister of Irrigation, State
Minister of National Security and Disaster Management
and State Minister of Home Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Public Services, Provincial
Councils and Local Government:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

() the salaries and allowances paid to the
Research Officers in the staff of the
Members of Parliament and Ministers, who
provide a significant service, are not
sufficient; and

(i) even though requests have been submitted
to the Ministry in relation to provision of
telephone and transport facilities for those
officers and their other demands, no
favourable response has been received in
that regard up to now?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(1) whether action will be taken to increase the
allowances and facilities provided to the
Research Officers;

(i) if so, the manner in which it will be
implemented?

(¢) Ifnot why?
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asked the Minister of Energy:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the date of establishment of the Petroleum
Refinery in Sri Lanka;

(ii) the capacity of that Petroleum Refinery at
present; and

(iif)  whether steps would be taken to establish a
new petroleum refinery?

(b) If not, why?
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EPPAWALA POLICE STATION AND OFFICERS' QUARTERS:
REPAIR
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asked the Minister of Public Security:

(a)  Will he inform this House of the date on which the
Eppawala Police Station in the Anuradhapura
District was established?

(b)  Is he aware that -

(i) the aforesaid police station and its officers’
quarters are in a dilapidated condition; and

(i) the aforesaid buildings have not been
adequately repaired from the date of
commencement of the police station to
date?

(c)  Will he inform this House of the date on which the
aforesaid police station and its officers' quarters
will be repaired?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Labour:

(a)  Is he aware that a large number of Sri Lankans are
working in South Korea?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

() the number of Sri Lankan workers serving
in South Korea at present;

(i) the employment quota received by Sri
Lanka from South Korea for the year 2021;

(iii)  whether suitable persons have been selected
for the aforesaid employment quota; and

(iv) if so, the mechanism followed for the
purpose?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of Sinhala-medium teacher
vacancies that exist in government schools
in the Trincomalee North and Kantale
Education Zones, separately on per subject
basis;

(i) whether he is aware that the students
studying in government schools in the
aforesaid education zones have to face
many difficulties due to such shortage of
teachers; and

(ii) whether the Ministry will take immediate
action to address this shortage of teachers as
the Eastern Provincial Council is not
functioning at  present and the
administration of that Provincial Council is
carried out directly under the Governor of
that Province?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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ydme? But, if you want to go for an interpretation
whether that includes the place of detention, let the court
decide on that.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Okay, that is all. Fine.
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(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry)

Hon. Speaker, that is a matter for interpretation. In
interpreting, my speech could be persuasive for the court
to make a decision. We have not accepted their input or
the amendment suggested, but I stand by my speech and
also stand by the Statute. Let the court decide what I
meant. That is how the law works.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
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rose.
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(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Sumanthiran, what is it?

®0 98.8. 03B Swmo

(orerLyLfl@ 6TiD.67. SFrLoBHTeir)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Sir. It is just one word on this issue. I am
thankful that the Minister of Justice says that he stands by
what he said. But in interpreting, only in Constitutional
interpretation, debates in Parliament can be taken as
relevant. On other matters, debates in Parliament cannot
be taken as relevant. So, your speech would not be
relevant. That is why we wanted that clarification. You
have to make that clarification in the Act itself.

@O QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTdsir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

The calrification has been done; he has clarified what
is required to be done. What more do you need?

®©C 90.4.00. 88 838 Owmo

(omevsTLyiB)@ eTib.wy,.611D. j68 FLiM)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry)

We have brought a Statue and there was a suggestion
from the Hon. Member from the Opposition. He is
entitled to that. Similarly, as the Government, we are also
entitled to accept it or not. We have not accepted it. So,
the matter ends there. Thereafter, it is not a matter for any
sort of ruling.

OO QBB
(omedsTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6r)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Thank you.
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Thank you, Sir.

Sir, I was also at the Meeting of the Committee on
Parliamentary Business. I am thankful that the Leader of
the House confirmed that this issue was originally raised
by the Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayaka. It was his
request to have an Adjournment Debate on that. It was
only the fixing of the date that happened at the last
Meeting. So, it has to be in the name of the Hon. Anura
Kumara Dissanayaka. That is the understanding reached
at the Party Leaders' Meeting and that must be what that
should be implemented because as the Leader of the
House correctly said, at the previous Meeting, it was
recorded that the Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayaka
requested for an Adjournment Debate. At the next
Meeting, we only fixed the date. So, there is no question
as to who moves the Adjournment Motion; it has to be the
Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayaka. That is the decision
taken at the Meeting of the Committee on Parliamentary
Business.

Thank you.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 12,29 p.m.and then resumed.

1. 12.29  wenfls s

OO DOIBNBDHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@®5500@ BeDeD) 09 WO WE DA

5y OB WOYD Gdd®Wede ewldrzn BEaC ¢m®29,
®O7 e3IBTNWBDHBR 0.

@E5Y0E OB 05T eIDRIDE KoB™
G0 SFOSHR® B85 emYOLn

8Ede ewdrnd
Qe arrev G- G medr 61T dH6VT6UM6V
CapdFlw LTGISTLLL LIVHED6VEHSLPSLD
FL_L_eLpsVLd ClGTL_TLITesT & LT 6vTLD
RESOLUTION ON GENERAL SIR JOHN

KOTELAWALA NATIONAL DEFENCE
UNIVERSITY BILL

©0 Lesvd endddm Swmo

(orenrllg SCeares Geawrsurtger)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

O DOIBNBDROB, @ sHD BEHsT EwWIBEND §eTusy

OB 0:

"edmycoE GO odEl  emnEide  “Bm  guomem
Bd0BCEw B vm emPYPuend ym® DomB PHBLHO
D10Eed OB cuveCoamed Il 88ned (80m® (BLnDd)
DCEIORD gpE 0B DY, ve wwIdE acwd DO®® e
BBeBOcw B85 Onw yme oz @ @B owds’ ¢ o®
OmBO we ww BeFE dyor WG @B onds ¢,
28Ee®rIned €$Xdd Bewle 51(1) 8 58D ymcd 0O
o emIPun 8EedrInd B8xY wem I WOOH B»E ¥R
3B 000 8Ee®ID ewdtrn wd®®x »HS&."

g S8z 8, e @@z Sas.
el flGlabsLLIL (5) TmmysGlsmeTenrLiLIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.



1821 2021 48 08 1822

@E5Y0E OB 05T eDRIDR BB ™
g0 BFOSHRG B85 emYOun
Clesrrey Gair G medr 61T HEVT6UM6V
CapHw LTgGSTULL LIVHEM6VE5E 1P LD
FL_L_CLPEVLD
GENERAL SIR JOHN KOTELAWALA NATIONAL
DEFENCE UNIVERSITY BILL

@¢ O 0 BwSe® Hewlww Bwsd» &,
B resTL_ITih BN DSTEIT 5L 1606 UTHSBLIIL LS.

Order for Second Reading read.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed,

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] in the Chair.
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Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa, you may continue with your
speech. You have 20 minutes.
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, that is not a point of Order.

Next, the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne. You have 15
minutes.
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(orerflg @wssaflsr Nrds sallFreri Hjsuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
(Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene to the Chair?

@G (B8 w) 8.9F. 83ed ®wmo

(oreryflg (Cuurdiflwir) gf.erev. LFMe)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

Sir, 1 propose that the Hon.
Gunawardene do now take the Chair.

(Mrs.) Kokila

Y Sz Y, e ®@m» Sa.
aflsorr @Bl HLILIL (B) eTDmIs GCIsmeramLiLiL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left the
Chair, and THE HON. (MRS.) KOKILA GUNAWARDENE ook the
Chair.
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Madam Presiding Member, in conclusion, I want to
say a few words quickly in English. The KDA was set up
in 1981 by the UNP Government on a land gifted by our
former Prime Minister Sir John Kotelawala to provide
education for those wishing to join the Sri Lankan armed
forces. Though he had never said it, I am sure that Sir
John Kotelawala would have looked at places like West
Point, seen the Military Academy there and thought that
for the military, a special training is needed, which cannot
be given in civilian universities. Therefore, that dream he
had, we want to take forward .

But, we are cautious about this particular Bill for
several reasons. The students intending to serve in
uniform need a specialized education and they would not
get it in non-military institutions. So, we want to
strengthen the intentions of the donor. The number of
graduates produced by the Defence University in a
particular field is going to be limited. For example, in the
past year or so, I was told that there were 40 medical
students while there was only one student to follow a
course in law. That will differ from year to year, but the
actual issue is that it is going to be limited. So, that
problem is there. Therefore, it makes no sense to expand
the intake beyond the requirements of the military, in that
sense.

We are not opposed to the principle of the Defence
University, but we are opposed to the Bill for three
reasons. The self-regulator and the supplier cannot be the
same. That is why the UGC needs to be brought in to its
education; regulations should be distinctly different. The
Defence University does not solve the lack of space for
higher education, one of our biggest issues stifling
progress. We need to increase the quality of the supply of
education in this country. We do not want to compel
parents to send their children overseas, not just because
the country is losing foreign exchange, but also because
they are doing it with some discomfort. We do not want
to limit the intellectual freedom of the civilian students
engaged in higher education as that is a threat to their
personal development. So, to develop a holistic education,
an environment of freedom and intellectual space is
needed. We need to have checks and balances for the long
-term quality of the KNDU and we feel that it is not being
achieved through this Bill.

The KNDU would be serving non-military students
and therefore, it must be regulated by the UGC. Sri Lanka
has been facing lack of opportunities for higher education
for a long time. I am happy to see that the SLPP is
thinking of liberalizing this space across the barriers in
Parliament; whether we are in the Government or in the
Opposition, this is something we must get together and
do. We must not do what we did to SAITM. I feel sorry
when I think about the late Dr. Neville Fernando, who
proposed it. The Members of the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party brought that Bill, we supported it and they
encouraged it.

DO Y0306 TGS

(LomessTL LG HEWEVEHLGTHRIGL 2 MLILNETT By6uTd6i)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over. Please wind up now.

©C T BSOS DWmo
(revrLyfl@ @)rmesr ailsalriordeur)
(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

I am going to wind up, Madam.

Ultimately, when they went to the Opposition, they
actually destroyed that opportunity. So, there are many
suppliers: government, non-government and non-profit
suppliers. Some of the world's most reputed universities
are non-profit and non-government universities. A model
needs to be considered. I hope the Government will
create the space for that by bringing in a Bill. Alternative
models of education must not ignore social justice. If
somebody is going to study somewhere, irrespective of
whether it is a government or a non-government
university, those students, based on their affordability,
must be given grants and loans. That is the way forward
for Sri Lanka.

In conclusion, I must say that the SJB is not opposed
to the Defence University, but we are opposed to the Bill
in its current form and we will move amendments to
make the University more accountable to the UGC.
Thank you, Madam, for the time given.

DO R0 06 OGS

(LomessTL L0 & HEWEVEHLOGTHIGLD 2 MILILNGTT B)6uTe6iT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris - Minister of Education)
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It is a delicate balance. Like in most things in life, one
has to strike a balance.

o6 eBEes AB8adc Owm
(oreirLyLfl@ svFagLosiT slifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
What about SAITM?

@G (B8 w) 8.9F. 88ed ®wmo

(oreryflg (Cuurdiflwir) gf.erev. LFMe)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

No, there is a history to that. That is very complicated.
We should not let this institution go the same way.

So, let us bear in mind the distinct and separate
objectives of the General Sir John Kotelawala National
Defence University. Those who have served the military
with distinction in this country, like the Hon. Field
Marshal Sarath Fonseka, I am sure will agree that the
identity of that University needs to be preserved. It should
not be diluted. It cannot be conceived of and implemented
in the same mould as a traditional university. In that case,

208Ee@xInd
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it would become superfluous and redundant. If it is to
enrich the university system of this country and to make a
worthwhile contribution, then it must maintain its
separate identity. That does not mean that it can act in an
arbitrary or capricious manner. It must function at all
times subject to the supervision, the control of the
University Grants Commission, which is responsible for
the maintenance of proper standards in all institutions of
higher learning in this country.

It is my respectful submission that a certain degree of
control and supervision is already provided for in the
provisions of the Bill that was presented to this House by
my distinguished Colleague, the Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa.
But if the House believes that that degree of control is
inadequate and it needs to be buttressed and reinforced,
not only the Opposition but the Government will also be
introducing a series of amendments.

Therefore, Madam Presiding Member, I would
suggest that we continue this Debate on a subsequent
occasion. Let us give our minds to the contents of the
amendments that will be placed before the House both by
the Government and by the Opposition and then make an
informed and considered judgement whether the right
balance has been struck in relation to the objectives of the
General Sir John Kotelawala National Defence
University .

I thank you, Madam.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera - Minister of Public
Security)

Madam Presiding Member, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Madam, Presiding Member, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Madam Presiding Member, let him raise his point of
Order.
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Hon. Minister, I am asking you a question because
you, in my view, mislead the House. The UGC’s only
connection in the Bill is appointing one nominee. I am
asking you to show me, in this Bill, where the UGC's role
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, you
may speak now.

[2.27 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Thank you very much. I hope my time will start from
2.27 p.m. I do not want to have interruptions during my
time. That is why I did not start.
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Secretary to the Ministry of the Minister assigned with the
subject of defence; the Additional Secretary to the
Ministry of the Minister assigned with the subject of
defence; the Chief of Defence Staff; the Commander of the
Sri Lanka Army; the Commander of the Sri Lanka Navy; the
Commander of the Sri Lanka Air Force; the Vice Chancellor
of the University; a nominee of the University Grants

Commission and a representative of the General Treasury
nominated by the Secretary to the General Treasury.

I think the Hon. Minister mentioned something about
a purview of the Treasury. I think there is only one
person to observe this. But the interesting part is that the
quorum for a meeting of the Board of Governors is five.
So, naturally, these meetings could be held without any
of these nominees from the Treasury or the University
Grants Commission because the quorum is only five.
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professionals. That is a profession. &= e, we have to
adopt such methods . Instead of coming up with these
Defence Universities and all sorts of things to give your
friends PhDs, what you all should do is to adopt a
mechanism where more people can have access to
education. Look at countries like Australia. There, there
is a loan system called, “HECS” from which students can
get loans for their studies. So, that way, we can improve
our university system. Those who earn above a certain
income will have to repay the amount that cost for their
education. The others do not have to pay. So, we have to
look at more progressive ideas like this rather than
coming up with silly ideas to bring the higher education
system also under the Ministry of Defence.
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Madam, the last thing that [ would like to mention is that
Sri Lanka has come to a terrible situation. @® &ed odOE
o Bosiesy 5B0—I would like to read something from
an article by the Reporters Without Borders.

O §Roes006) OGS

(orenTLll@ VWS THIGL 2 MILLNETT SjeuTdsir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

@0 OEROB, RO Bwdm mnEs ¢dwmd.

O BrerBRB5T CrxsyBOsT Gres@rhmn® dnmo
(omessTLyifl@ FremTdhdlwest rTeoLSSresr @)rraLomentain)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Madam, I am winding up my speech.

@® Press Freedom Predators Gallery oo god
8 w0 o 88 D Bedvmdl.ged
#5188 50, -

oG (0088) y8d cgewvId) Bwmo
(oressryfl@ (BCogar) LTSt o HaIGsTL)
(The Hon. (Major) Pradeep Undugoda)
Madam, I rise to a point of Order.

©C §Roes 00 OIS

(oTeTL L@ VS THIGL 2 MILILNESTT SjeuiTdsir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?

©0 (e®88) y&8S cgewid) Bwmo

(woressryfl@ (Cogar) LTt 2 HaIGETL)

(The Hon. (Major) Pradeep Undugoda)

EowonGid @0 OERBeB, @R »wHed &8O
Benlewn Daewns, edm0E GO 0dfsl emmEOE
$0Wem De8led gdsume g Bedewn v3weds
00 Buries? cOmB. 0O0n® BE IO swmEse O
Comned B¢ BY 0 I8 W»OTHO e O
O5IBOcwm 03w - [P B3OS| esim, OO0 Bwusims®.
eOn® Om ecw eFO® on ¥n&.

©O §Roes N0 OGS

(LoTenTL Ll @ HeweVSTHIGL 2 MILILNESTT SjeuTdsr)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, that is not a point of Order. Hon.
Rasamanickam, you can continue with your speech.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, whilst listening to the
speeches made by the Hon. Members of the Government
and also the Hon. Members from the Opposition, I could
not help wondering whether the Government Benches
have the same Bill as that of the Opposition because there
is a total disconnect with regard to the arguments that
they are putting forward.

Sir, my understanding of a university is, one of
freethinking. You must encourage freethinking, freedom
of thought, freedom of expression and freedom of
assembly. The fact that you can almost push for the limits
to explore ideas is what is crucial in bringing about
change, and it is through change that you progress. I think
that is the ideal university. People's thoughts that I might
not respect must have a place; their arguments must also
be gone into and eventually, it is the society that must
decide which avenue it wants to pursue.
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But, can that sort of culture, in fact, be incorporated
into a university, an academy or any higher institution of
learning that is specifically targeting the military? We all
know that the military's training, their thought processes
are completely different. Normal universities, in fact, do
not have military-related studies. Those are kept aside for
very specialized institutions and those institutions that
cater to the military have a certain conduct which does
not permit the sort of freethinking that is encouraged
normally in universities. I do not think, in Sri Lanka, you
have any university that encourages that sort of
freethinking, but certainly, you cannot expect that sort of
freethinking within the military because the whole
purpose of the military and its whole culture are the
complete opposite to what we want to see in a fairly good,
progressive university culture. So, it is for that purpose
that military universities or academies are created as
special-purpose institutions.

The General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University,
under this Bill that is being contemplated, is, in fact,
going to expand its purpose to bring in ordinary citizens
and students who do not even want a job in the military,
who are not even going to pursue a career in the military
within that ethos of a military institution. That, Sir, is
militarization of society; there is no other word for it. You
want to bring ordinary members of the society who want
to pursue ordinary jobs into an institution that is
essentially military in thinking and outlook so that you
could indoctrinate them into a particular purpose and let
them out in to the society in order that the society itself
ceases to be vibrant and, in fact, does the complete
opposite and becomes subservient to a dictatorship. That
can be the only justification for wanting to expand the
scope of what is essentially a military institution to
incorporate civilians and civilian learnings.

This is not something that is surprising, Sir. I, in fact,
want to dedicate the rest of my comments to a phrase that
I actually used during the Committee Stage Discussion of
the last Budget on the Votes of the Ministry of Defence. I
said that what is happening in this country is what
happened to the Tamils yesterday and what is happening
to the Muslims today will happen to the Sinhalese
tomorrow. I made that comment knowing fully well that
this Government is, in fact, going to militarize the society;
that is why I made those comments on the Votes of the
Ministry of Defence.

If you take the North and the East, Sir, we have a
situation where, as you know, after the end of the war, the
economy of the people of the North and the East was
completely smashed. People could not make ends meet;
they had lost everything. The Government did not choose
to protect the very vulnerable economies of the people,
but instead, they just basically opened up the North and
the East to the rest of the country to come and compete
and people just could not compete. They were forced to
take loans that they could not repay because they did not
have the expertise to compete with the rest of the country.
At the same time, what the Government did was, they
opened up the Civil Security Department - CSD -
established on the 13™ of September, 2006 to essentially
former LTTE cadres and the highly vulnerable members

of the civilian population of the North and the East,
incorporating them into that Department to serve in
military-run farms and to serve as preschool teachers.
Those ordinary people, who just could not afford a living,
had no choice. So, you pauperize them on the one hand,
and then on the other, you offer them military-run
institutions, giving pays up to Rs. 30,000 a month, which
is almost five times a preschool teacher in the North and
the East can possibly afford to earn. Therefore, you
pauperize the most vulnerable sections of the society and
then the military itself runs farms and employs preschool
teachers for five times the salary that is available outside
or even in private institutions and you co-opt them into
the military. All these personnel are forced to take
military training, and it becomes a militarized society, a
society that becomes subservient to what is essentially an
expanded intelligence community. It stifles debate, it
stifles political activities and so on and so forth.

Now, if you look at what is happening in the
University of Jaffna, it is the same thing. There was a
legal academic, one of the brightest young legal
academics who have come into being certainly from the
University of Jaffna and arguably one of the best from
among those that any other university of this country has
produced. That academic was also a practising lawyer.
He challenged the society, he challenged the system at
various turns. He filed cases; he looked out for human
rights violations. And what does the military do? They
put pressure on the UGC and then, through the UGC, to
the Council of the University of Jaffna to essentially tell
that legal academic that he cannot practise if he wants to
continue as the Dean of Law. That young academic, to
his credit, did not submit. Instead, he chose to leave the
University. So, already, you have the military in even in
the case of universities. When the appointing authority of
a Vice-Chancellor is the President, he, being the
Commander-in-Chief, is already taking the military’s
advice even before he makes the appointment of the most
important person in a university. Okay, let us say that that
is permitted, but to have the military dictate terms to the
UGC in that way and stifle, probably, one of the most
potentially greatest legal minds that this country can
produce and then, eventually, finding out that that action
they took was quite convenient, extending it to all the
other universities where no one in the legal field can
practise, I think, just demonstrates how the militarization
within the North and the East since the end of the war
was used as a test case to see how far they can push it
even in the rest of the country.

I am probably the greatest critic of Sri Lanka’s current
military. There can be no doubt that the country needs a
military and also that the military must be a highly
specialized institution, but to make that institution
permeate into the society at large will only make the
society impotent because then, it would be a society that
cannot think, a society that falls into a straitjacket and a
society that accepts a dictatorship willingly. That is what
is at stake, Sir. Therefore, I say it again: yesterday, it was
the Tamils; today, it is the Muslims and tomorrow, it will
be the Sinhalese themselves because that is the direction
this path can only lead to.

I thank you, Sir.
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Whereupon THE HON. AJITH RAJAPAKSE left the Chair, and
THE HON. MAYANTHA DISSANAYAKE took the Chair.
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say, Sir, that we introduced an Act to establish the Quality
Assurance and Accreditation Commission for this country.
We do not know what is happening to that. That was a well-
considered legislation and something which was discussed
with the entire university community in this country and to
be carried out with World Bank assistance. Also several
discussions were held with the Attorney-General’s
Department and everybody concerned. The Bill was brought
in and presented, but it is still not implemented. Without the
implementation of that Bill, the quality assurance in our
universities is going to be a serious problem. In the
meantime, the UGC has become a bank distributing funds. It
cannot function in that manner. The UGC cannot be
involved in quality assurance directly; it has to be handled
by an independent institution. So, those two functions cannot
be done by the same institution. Therefore, with the very
name the “University Grants Commission" - "8&08¢sc
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He provided teaching staff from the Moratuwa
University to bail us out from that very difficult situation
because there were some racist elements trying to deprive
that University of the Engineering Faculty and take it
away from there. But, it was the help that was rendered
by the present Secretary to the Ministry of Education
when he was the Vice Chancellor of the Moratuwa
University that helped us. So, while he is there as the
Secretary, I hope some of these important changes would
be brought about because he is quite aware of what needs
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to be done. But, the question is whether he has that
necessary leverage to implement these things, particularly
with regard to the anomalous situation that this Bill has
brought about. Unnecessary protests are now beginning.
See how these protestors had been handled today. In
inhumane handling of legitimate protests, Mr. Stalin, the
General Secretary of the Ceylon Teachers’ Union and
various others had been bundled in; old women had very
mercilessly been handled today.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

So, when the Government is finding it difficult to face
the situation, they are using very dictatorial and
unnecessary attempts to try and contain that situation.
But, every day, the situation is going from bad to worse.
Since this Bill will be taken up on a further day, more
matters could further be discussed. But, I am sure this
particular attempt to try and use various subterfuges to
introduce virtual privatization into the university system
will have to be looked at with a better understanding of
the ground situation and certain changes may have to be
made in order to make this a reality.

Thank you.
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Next, Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya.
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(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya - State Minister of Regional
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Roughly, you have about seven minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
Thank you, Hon. Member.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, we cannot go for a debate right now. Let
the Hon. State Minister finish.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, that is not a point of Order. Let the
Hon. State Minister finish.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©0T OB, VIO ®S WO OV @dedd
¢o¥sv; 1 gave you time to speak. So, let the Hon. State
Minister finish because we have to adjourn the House.
Hon. State Minister, you may go ahead.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

It is not a point of Order, Hon. Member. I cannot
allow that. I have to adjourn the House now.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

I have to adjourn the House now.
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OO Goe8xs g ®Bn®o, will you please wind up now?
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(The Hon. Selvarajah Kajendren)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

No. I cannot allow any points of Order right now
because I have to adjourn the House.
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And it being past 5.30 p.m.,,THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.40 p.m. until 10.00 a.m. on
Friday, 09th July, 2021.
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