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asked the Minister of Health:

(a)  Is she aware that -

(i) a number of facilities had been provided
when the Galgamuwa District Hospital was
developed as a base hospital under the
financial assistance provided by the Japan
International Cooperation Agency; and

(i) the surgery equipment with modern
technology provided to the hospital is still
not operational?

(b)  Will she inform this House whether measures will
be taken to fulfil the requirements of the hospital?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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[At this stage, some Members of the Opposition walked into the
Well of the House and created an uproar displaying placards.]
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran to raise a Question
of Privilege. - [Uproar.]
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Speaker, I wish to raise a Question of Privilege.
And while I associate myself with the protest of the
protestors, I would request them to kindly keep quiet for a
while because it is an important issue of Privilege that I
am raising.

You will recall, Sir, that it was agreed that the
language preference of Members of Parliament would be
sought when certain reports are tabled in Parliament. This
is a question with regard to the Report of the Commission
to Investigate into Political Victimization that I raise in
the House today. When I was asked of my language
preference, I indicated that I would like to receive it in
English. There was a form that was circulated and our
preference was obtained. However, the Final Report was
initially tabled only in Sinhala and contained three
volumes, running into 2043 pages. Much later, a CD was
distributed among the Tamil-speaking Members of
Parliament, which was said to contain a Tamil translation
of the said Final Report. I never received a translation in
English.

I have now managed to compare the contents of this
CD that is said to contain the Tamil translation with the
Final Report in the Sinhala language with the assistance
of others proficient in Sinhala. I am appalled to find that
what is said to be the Tamil translation contains only a
few pages of the Final Report in Sinhala. For instance,
Volume II of the Sinhala Report is totally missing; pages
160-554, 572-608, 667-1556, 1565-2043 are all missing
in the CD that is said to contain the full Tamil translation.
There are a few other pages that cannot be identified with
the Sinhala text. I do not know if all the copies of this CD
contain the same information.

I wish to know why a fraud of this magnitude had
been perpetrated on the Tamil-speaking Members of
Parliament. Who is responsible for this? I was told earlier
by the staff that Parliament did not wish to take
responsibility for the translation and that is the reason
why an English translation was not provided. I was also
told that the Tamil translation was done by the
Presidential Secretariat and the Parliament merely copied
the CDs and circulated among the Members of
Parliament. I wish to know whether this is true.

You will agree that this is a serious breach of my
language rights in addition to it being a breach of my
Privilege as a Member of Parliament. Sir, I also want to
say that this is a very serious issue. In 1987, we were
supposed to have amended the Constitution and accepted
Tamil also as an Official Language of this country. More
than 35 years later, I have to stand in that very Assembly
which passed that Amendment and plead for equality and
for the rights of Tamil as an Official Language. Most
people ask when they talk about the grievances of the
Tamil people, “What are your grievances? You had a
language grievance that was resolved in 1987 and they
belittle all our other serious grievances. But, even this
particular language grievance that is said to have been
resolved in 1987 is not even adhered to in the highest

forum in the country, and it is a sad day. I have raised this
a number of occasions. I am told that the Presidential
communiques are issued only in Sinhala and English and
they are not issued in Tamil.

If this is how you treat Tamil as an Official Language,
then is it any wonder that you have the wrath of the world
on you?

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

I am very sorry, Hon. Member, if that had happened
as you said. I will look into this matter and see how best
we could resolve it.

Thank you.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Health. for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs for report.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran. You
have nine minutes.

[11.45 am.]
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(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Hon. Speaker, for the opportunity to speak
on this very important issue that is before the House at a
time when the country’s financial situation is in dire
straits.

But, before I get on to that subject matter, since the
Hon. Minister who preceded me made mention of the

Tamil political prisoners, I would like to tell him that this
is a matter that we have been agitating for, as far as |
remember, from 2010 when I entered this House. We
have not allowed even one Session of Parliament to pass
by without raising this issue. So, for over a decade, we
have agitated for this. In the year 2011, His Excellency
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, when he was the Secretary to the
Ministry of Defence, facilitated me to visit prisons and
obtain details of these prisoners, which I did and gave the
details to the then President Mahinda Rajapaksa. So, for
10 years, this has been talked about. You express interest
in doing something. No Government ever said, “No, we
cannot release them”, but you kept them for 10 years.
Even yesterday, it was strange that a Minister from the
Government was pleading with the Government - that is
what the Statement said - to work out a system of release.
There was a prominent judge before whom I used to
appear and he used to say, “If somebody is threatening to
mark a document, you can rest assured that that document
will never get marked with the case”. So, if the
Government is continuously saying, “Oh, we are going to
do it, we are going to do it”, our suspicion is that they are
not going to do it. Therefore, without talking, without
saying this ad nauseam, release them. What is standing in
the way of releasing them? You do not need 10, 11 years
to be talking about this. It is quite obvious why you are
talking about it now. That is what we pointed out
yesterday. There was a statement the day before yesterday
and before that too.

The Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions)
Act was brought into this country in 1979 for six months
as a temporary provisions Act. Even now, it bears that
name. That is how serious it is. It is still called the
"Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) Act". It
was brought in for a duration of six months, was extended
in 1982 and was made permanent, but the title remains.
When you were on this side, Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara,
you have attacked the Prevention of Terrorism
(Temporary Provisions) Act; you have talked about
political prisoners and today, you say that you welcome
this move. Do not just keep welcoming it, do it! We want
to -

OG 88 BswedmS Swmo
(revryfl@ swrdy LwCssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®6 98.9. 19®sIBSsY Owmo

(orerLyLil@ 6TiD.67. SFrLoBHTeir)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

There is no point of Order in that. If you want to
reply, you can reply me at any other time.

©O ¢S BswewdmS Swmo

(oresryfl@ swrdpP wGssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

I just want to clarify it. We never attacked the PTA.
When we were in the Government, we wanted to change
it, but the problem was with the way it was going to be
changed. With the Clauses that they wanted added, we
did not agree because terrorism has somewhat developed
now. That was the issue.
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®O DAIBNWBDB O

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Okay. Thank you. Let the Hon. Sumanthiran continue.

@ 98.8. 1@ BSsT Owmo

(omeorLLll@ 6TiD.67. &LobHTeir)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Sir, it is not a point of Order. You cannot let him go
on like this. How much time did you give him? It is not a
point of Order. As he started, you knew it was not a point
of Order. You could not have allowed him to take my
time like that. Surely, you know what a point of Order is.

So, all I am saying is that there is no point in just
threatening to repeal the PTA or change it. Just do it;
show it by your action. Just because some meeting is
coming round or some report is due somewhere else, you
jump and say these things, but you do not do it. I
challenge the Hon. Namal Rajapaksa who made that
Statement to do it. I welcomed it yesterday without
reservation because the Government was trying to give a
wrong message to the country that we are using it like a
beggar’s wound, that we want them incarcerated and that
we do not want them released. That is far from the truth.

We have agitated for this. You know it very well.
During every Session of Parliament, we have agitated for
their release, and because you were trying to send a
wrong message, without reservation, I welcomed that
Statement. But, I am challenging you, do it! Tomorrow is
Poson. So, release them; release some of them
immediately with the others that you will release and
release the rest as soon as possible. None of them needs to
be incarcerated anymore. They are political prisoners. We
have told you why we call them “political prisoners”.

Yesterday, the Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan went and
sat behind the Hon. Namal Rajapaksa to be seen in the
videos when that Statement was being made and today, he
has written on social media saying that he played a small
part in this. He calls them “political prisoners”; a person
in the Government ranks calls them “political prisoners”.
So, they are political prisoners.

@0 (490280) egebsy Cresdsy Bwmo
(omevsr i@ (SevrHF) &Cresr rraseueir)
(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

Hon. Speaker, he mentioned my name.

©0 8.8, @I BET Swmn
(omevorLyLfl@ 6TiD.6T. &rLofblreir)
(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

No, no. I will mention your name any number of

times. You cannot stand up whenever I mention your
name. Right? You have to

[Bozsmoed g s8¢ 9o o G&.]
[y sElrrFsords s 1_sweriiLiy yEmmLILIL (BeTends]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

of the Government because you have got some position
there. - [Interruption.]

@0 (89008 w) 30853 SoesDsT Bwmo
(oressryfl@ (HvTHF) FBredr Fmaseusir)
(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

Hon. Speaker, I have - [Interruption.]

@G 90.8. @I RST dwmo

(oreTLLil@ 6TiD.67. FLOBH Teir)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Raghavan, I challenge you! Let us see how
many people you are able to release without boasting
about this. - [Interruption.]

OO DAIBNWBDR O

(orevrLfl@ FUTHTWST SyeuTde)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Why do you want to get involved in these kind of
things? - [Interruption.] Both of you are responsible
Members of this House. - [Interruption.]

©6; 98.9. 19®sIBSsT Owmo

(orenrLLil@ 6TiD.67. SFLoBHTeir)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

You are playing politics with prisoners’ lives. That is
what you are doing. - [Interruption.]

OO DOIBTNWBDR O

(orewrLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Raghavan, could you please raise it when his
speech is over. - [Interruption.]

©6 98.9. 19®sIBSsT Owmo

(orenrLLil@ 6TiD.67. SFLoBHTeir)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

You do not need 11 years to do that. Before Sunil
Rathnayake was pardoned and released, how much time
did he spend in prison? - [Interruption.)

OO DOIBTNWBDHR O
(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Raghavan?

@6 (§90080) ege8sy CoesDsy Bwmo

(revryfl@ (HevTHlg)) &Greir rraeussr)

(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

You have been in Parliament for 15 years. What did
you do? What have you been doing during the 15 years in
Parliament?

OO DOIBTNWBHR O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

All that is over now. Hon. Sumanthiran, you continue
with your speech. - [Interruption.]

®0 0.8, 1®TBSET Swmn

(orerLyLil@ 6TiD.67. SrLoBEredr)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

All right. - [Interruption.] Sit down! Sit down without

[Bosmned g 888 9o o GE.]
[y S&N T s 1L_swemLiLig yEmmLILIL Berends]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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I will say what I did. I have not been here for 15 years; I
have been here for 11 years. During all the 11 years - |
said that, if you were not listening - during every Session
of Parliament, we have asked for their release; we have
done that. We sit in the Opposition. We do not go

[Bremed g 888 90 mom GE.]
[y s&lrrFsrds s 1_sweriiLilg ysEmmLILIL (BoTens]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

of the Government and get positions like you. We sit in
the Opposition and that is all we can do: we have asked
for that repeatedly. We do not hang on to coat-tails of the
Government and get positions. -[Inferruption.] That is not
what we do. A turncoat like you does not have any policy.
You come and ask us for nominations and then, go and
get nominations from the Government. You do not have
any policy.

@O ¢88 sweudmS Swmo

(oreryflg swrdp wGssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
Hon. Speaker, -

OO DIBNWBDR O

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara?

@O ¢88 sweudmS Swmo

(oreryflg swrdp) wGssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

I would like to ask, Hon. Sumanthiran, what did you
do for the last five years? You were

[BGosmed ¢ 888 oo o G&.]
[y sBlrrasnds s L_swerLiLig yEmmLILIL (HeTens]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

of the then Government. What else, had he done?

OO DAIBNWBSDR O

(oreTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Sumanthiran, you carry on.

@G 98.9. @3B S5T ®wmo

(omevorLyLfl@ 6TiD.6T. &rLobreir)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

I will answer you. More than 100 prisoners were
released between - [Interruption.] Please sit down! Sir,
tell that

[Geremed g 888 90 o GE.]
[ysalrrFsd; s 1L_swentiviy yaEHMLILIL Blersng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

- [Interruption.]

OO DIBNBHD O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjauidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Sumanthiran, do not get involved in that. You go
ahead with your usual speech. Why do you worry about
it?

®0; 98.8. 9®sIBST Owmo
(LomessTL L)) 6TLD.6T. FrLOfHS)T6dT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
No, Sir, he keeps

[Goemed g 888 9O wom GE.|
[y galrnaens s 1 swerLiuy ysmmLLL (Berang]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

behind me. Ask him to get out.

Between 2015 and 2019, more than 100 Tamil
political prisoners were released. I am not satisfied with
that. We pressed for the release of everybody. If you ask,
"What did you do?", we pressed for it. We sat in the
Opposition. We were not part of the Government. We are
not like you. - [Interruption.] When the Hon.
Maithreepala Sirisena gives you a position, you can
become the Governor and then, come and sit here in the
Government ranks. - [Interruption.]

@O QBNBD O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST S)6uiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Sumanthiran, again you are getting involved in
that. Please, address the Chair.

©6 98.9. 19®sIBSsT Owmo

(orenrLLil@ 6TiD.67. SFLoBHTeir)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Now, Sir, I will get onto the matter at hand. There is a
very serious financial issue that the country is facing and
today, a Supplementary Estimate has been presented. The
justification for that is, COVID-19. We do appreciate that
you need money and that you have to fight this hard. But,
it is only in this House that we can actually talk about
whether you are doing that in the proper way.

I am glad that two of the persons I wanted to mention
are in the House today. The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana is
here. The most respected, the most senior person in the
field of virology is part of the Government. He is an MP;
he is in Parliament. One who knows about viruses more
than most people is with you. I saw a few days ago that he
had made a public statement saying, “The Army
Commander does not know anything about viruses”. Very
true. The Army Commander does not fight viruses; he
cannot even see them. You have to look at it through a
microscope. The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana knows about
viruses. So, why do you not use him? Why are you using
the Army Commander? The other person is the Hon. (Dr.)
(Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle, an expert in public
health. That is her field. You appoint a Minister in charge
of COVID-19, but none of what she says happens in this
country.

When she raised an alarm about money - today, you
have presented a Supplementary Estimate - what did the
Chief Government Whip do? He went before the press
and said, “Oh, she is under immense stress”. Hon. (Dr.)
(Mrs.) Fernandopulle, your Whip wants you to be referred
to a psychiatrist. That is what he was telling the people.
The Chief Government Whip was referring you to a
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[0 ©8.8. @I BSBY @wmo)

consultant psychiatrist. This is a Government that is so
fortunate to have two people who must make decisions,
who must take the lead. You have them with you and you
are fighting the virus like fighting some foreign troops by
giving it to the Army Commander. What does the Army
Commander know? What does the Army Commander
know even about the law to say that there is a lockdown
here and there is a travel restriction there? Where is the
law? A law must be in writing and must be published.
Only then it qualifies to become a law. There is nothing.
Then, there is the PMD, the President’s Media Division.
Is that how laws are made? Now, the Hon. Dayasiri
Jayasekara is silent. You have been in this House for so
long. Is that how laws are made? You pride yourself
calling yourself a democrat. You give all that power to
one man and he issues media statements and that is
considered law. He says, “If I speak, that is the circular”.
“Sir-cular”; that is the law; "Sir-cu-law". Now, you can
laugh; you are enjoying what I am saying. But, you must
not allow that to happen. If you are a responsible Minister
in the Government, you must not allow that to happen.
You are mismanaging this pandemic. That is why we are
in the third wave now. You are unable to manage it. We
will have even the fourth wave and more people will die.
There are variants evolving. This is a new phenomenon.
So, health authorities and health experts must take the
lead in this matter.

We do not mind voting for Supplementary Estimates.
You need the money, we do know that. Around this time
last year, we even went to court asking that Parliament be
reconvened and one of the reasons we asked for that was
to pass Supplementary Estimates so that money could be
used to fight COVID-19. At that time, you did not want
that; you did it by Executive fiat. Now, you are coming
before Parliament because this is the proper procedure.
Another thing is, you need laws. Sir, I keep saying this
not only because I have presented a Bill, but because you
need laws, you need proper laws. A country must be
governed by laws, not by Executive fiat and not at the
whims and fancies of the Army Commander of the
country. This House is redundant if this House cannot
make laws for one year on this crucial issue. Most other
countries, within weeks, made special laws to combat this
situation and here, we do not want to do that. Why do we
not want to do that? Because that will impede with the
way the Army Commander will function. He wakes up
one morning and decides how this must be handled.

Then, you have the “Ttukama" COVID-19 Fund. Only
after a Question was asked about its utilization, you came
up with the 23 per cent that had been used. In January,
only 6 per cent had been used. So, you have that money;
you have called for funds and people are donating. Use
that first. Up to now, only Rs. 300 million has been used
and you have another Rs. 1.75 billion in that account.

OO DAIBNWBDR O

(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member you have consumed five minutes extra.

®0; 98.8. 9®sIBST Owmo

(LomessTL L)) 6TLD.6T. FrLOfHS)T6dT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I think there is more time, Sir. Some of the Hon.
Members have conducted another session of Parliament
in the Well of the House today and walked out. They may
not come back. They are now holding Parliament outside,
I am told.

OO DOIBTNWBDR O

(orerLfl@ FUTHTWST Sy6uTde)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Anyway, help me by finishing your speech.

®0; 98.8. 9®sIBST Owmo
(LomessTL L)) 6TLD.6T. FrLOfHS)T6dT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Okay, Sir. I will wind up.

The only other point I want to make is that we must
get together and fight this pandemic. On this issue and on
many other national issues, we do not play politics. Just
to get popularity, please do not accuse us of playing
politics. But, you are not utilizing the Hon. Members who
have been elected by the people to get together and face
this situation.

But, you are not doing that. The Constitution of our
country is not designed in that way. True enough, the
Executive President is the Head of the Cabinet, but he is
only the Head of the Cabinet. The Executive consists of
Cabinet Ministers and others. We are a House of
Representatives. We must express the views of our
people; we must participate in decision-making. So, we
are appealing to the Government, do that. If you do that
properly, we can win this battle against COVID-19. But,
if you go the way that you have gone so far, I am afraid
there will be no place to lay our heads.

Thank you.

@O QBNBD O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)6uiTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal.

O 238 »BO Dwmo
(orevryfl@ .57 apafid)
(The Hon. Kabir Hashim)
O DNIBNBDROB,-

O YR BB SR Owmo

(omessTLyil @ svggLoetT liflsTeV6V)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OO DOTNBHNOB, »EB Wrdewmwe On WO god
©01 I8 8O OBIE RO 1O EORWOW I eI,

®O 238 w8 dwmo

(oressryfl@ &L apafib)

(The Hon. Kabir Hashim)

B0 DONIWROB, 00@m 9O Do BCensn.
Ood ©BOCem emOdwe B8O ©O Dnd dDoww
Cidemn. 00 @ebBB yrusleyCed coess ¢ @8n8w o®
3DE0Ned wwed 83m Bw & & mdewms ©n WOBIH



1289 2021 48 23 1290

DOBB. 0® 2»OE DO FeE emedizn eddBxs 44
ecomym 835, PCR s8sem 100 me® 78ecommd
positive ©dE Bedm D @68 Hew. & Ded® ©®
yeodaed »FBW OwmmE eIz RO 8O O e®
eO®EmO B8N0 I Bedmdr. Hped&v eCmOnE 5w
®E, 8 g® yodn dwxim; lockdown moxis.
N8, CeouBn@ens’ #gyD® O Bemd, ORSO
®eun® lockdown mdxtm AemE it Beco. HPedBwo
OCHON® By, OO 0Dy WO DD,
deen »w;, vfsBed en@Be 0sim B BeEe. 0@m
Aoeng YE»OW. ¢ edmemO ® yodned l4ecomn
8w eutd Beadmd. ¢ »FO6 3O wwIrHAB. Gedyd
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@0 (eedex) @l yosigyCeE Ouwsda
(508m e®eds 08I, Dew-nn @dd® HI EMOD edd®
BICH WOYR G851 @1 S)

(wredrfl@ (wabglw sorpg) (Flmwdl) ssiagef

uireTThgiyear@er - 9 ribL &F&THTT CFreveusser, QsrHmI

@pmriusst wHmib Gerall Grriids &L BHLUIUTL_ (B SeiausvssT

BT TERThIS HEHLOFFIT)

The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle - State

Minister of Primary Health Care, Epidemics and Covid

Disease Control)

OO0 OB, B50JB 86 D ICHIeE B¥IE
0O OWREDE gdawvD On & yodaw lockdown
WO w3 0wds gLHE eEMOHCHDD wdydeas
DEHE Beadm .

O 8 wBO Dwmo

(omevsr i@ &5 amafid)

(The Hon. Kabir Hashim)

RnGw edBw oE®OR® BO® WS WO PCTI®.
Bev® »HO, On®O & ICW e¢sI®.

@0 (e0Dex) ge88R yonsieyCeE vsidas
(s flg (wausdlu srhld) (Fmws) ssiagef
uireTmhgiLerGer)

(The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle)
OO0 eI DEIDO.

OO DIBNWBDR O

(oredTLll@ FUTHTWST Hyeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal.

[e.200. 12.03]

@0 g8 Bod WmAGKE wmn (Yed ¥ HPIJdm
eDege owvIg W Ciss DuDwIw Yhwedmoen Ciss
3@ ®0)

(oreryfl@ oedls Bleurl sLTTe - B, cPeVS6TE Fhens

wHmIb rF STHOWpwHSA wMIFTenliLy) @)rreymbis

O|EDLDEFFIT)

(The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal - State Minister of Money

and Capital Market and State Enterprise Reforms)

OO DOIBNBDROB, @¢ a8 88ur WS 1B ewdBrd
85T wred@®md s By BBe® B0 D8 oD, &
Ded® G W FBBIBD (BIEH) BBID WO @SQYEIE ¢
eOBw weyr 988uy WO Bedmds. & w@w® G BweE
SBu» 200 ol8yom @ Enedsindxs ¢ @28usxy @™

Bedms. S wew gn@Be Ca 03O0 »OB g ©®
Bocw sOFOTesY. 000 BDicwd wHwId SO0 DD
GO > O0 YEH® &nBosIm 0.

¢ 8 8PG® ¢v¥ 90 IBCE S8 B0 O® @
80BN OB HOBE, @ WmE ®ND By DO
BBoen BesimnHrd ©O0 gdwd ot B ©©
RI1e6sy 9EE BIS)D0.

OO DOIBTNWBDHD O

(oreTLfl@ FUTHTWST SyeuTser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.

eNNGO OO WONBWYO GEuemewssy 9O Howw,
Hewdesrs »OsNemR® [0 85 Bu®EBSw ©®wm]
Eoes2920;8) Ses.
9B DS,
YSBTTFRTS Bl 0TI Y HVB6,

wrenTLifE FLITIBTUIS T gyl Heir
LgBlFE  FLTBTWST  Qyeuidser
[omsvsrriBley geiTedls FAuwibrisomiil g ui] HensVsHLD 6555 H6IT.
Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. RANJITH SIYAMBALAPITIYA] took the

Chair.

@0 8 BOod mAGHE Dwmo

(oressryfl@ SedlS Bleuml &LirTev)

(The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal)

o0 Bewdds m»Omnemn®B, o0 6BE Spe8ewn
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y& On ®Er. o 900 Do YA NSO BO ¢Bmda.
GSP Plus 8¢y, moratorium &z »0¢S0s Hwosl®©m
RZOO Bednmy gdaunmd o dnd B mEr. g8 OO
mdem B8O 988 mced? wmddH  BEOO
DCEIEBECE ) EDHD.

TNA der 0 @550cewemns D mes. addg 11
©® 58Ee0s5Ined BI85 dn®sIcE we edOE v BDO.
& G0eD5I® enfedmHDr OPOBIE ©ewd MEWD Bedeed
G 83 ocwr ¢y 8gedsimd wmemO RO
380w e BuE. Bwioned RDICE 91 O
»G . Somsy @@ uweE ecw ovB wsiew,
Bosisned nDIcw »YGsT 0wd 8§ WO DRIt R
eDDEmO ®BOWS DD Besizn HECAC DD &
DCICI® @8 e Beadmd. & DEICED »iw
cuemysiery, & 3duEw@O NDICH ¥O WS OBIBID) EOHDD
BDICB DO OO @D D@0 Bedm
P08. & Bw oo AR w@ins ecwr ecen g8
¢BrDn. & Geonrd - [P BB@s] Why? You do not want it
to be solved, is it?
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®©0; 98.8. 9@sIB 55T Owmo
(LomessTL L@ 6TLD.67. FrLofhSTedT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Do you want it to be solved?

@0 g8 BDod OGS Owmo

(orenrfl@ oedld Bleurl HLTmTeD)

(The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal)

You do not want it to be solved. So, it does not matter.
I know that; I know that you do not want it to be solved
because then, your entire future as well as what you have
been doing all these years would be lost. - [Interruption.]
Please sit down and listen because I have been listening to
you. So, please sit down and listen. Your entire future is
based on having this beggar's wound festered. So, if that
beggar's wound is healed, you have a problem. -
[Interruption.] Therefore, please sit down and listen with
some - [Interruption.]

®6 98.9. @3B SsT ®wmo
(omevorLy L)@ 6TiD.6T. &rLobreir)
(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)
Resolve that!

@S g8 BDod GG Owmn

(omevsr i@ Sjedld BleumL sLiTmev)

(The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal)

That is what we are trying to do so that you all will not
have a future. - [Interruption.] It is natural. I will finished
it at that. So, do not worry about it anymore.

©0 Bewdds BmONE®ROB, a8 cusmo - [
BBO]

Just sit down and listen! Be a little mature. You said
that you have been in Parliament for 11 years. So, please
sit down and listen. - [Interruption.)]

O Bewdss mnemnOB, 0® ewdssn w8 e0nEI8
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gon o Bemyd. & Bw 00 0ddw Onnl m0 ecsis
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] in the Chair.
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The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana. You have ten
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(wressyfl @ Gwosellsr Lrdls sallareri ojeuiaesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.

@S (9908 w) Bedes Bmaden Ownmo
(oressryfl@ (Burrdwir) Hever allsryesr)
(The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana)

Sir, I had ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You have completed eight minutes out of that.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana)

Please give me one more minute, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Then, the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva. You have 12
minutes.
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Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is over. Please wind up now.

@S (40008 w) w8 ¢ BFD ®wmo
(oresr e (sTHd) anias & féveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I am going to wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini
Fernandopulle. You have 12 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) V. Radhakrishnan.
You have seven minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Shehan Semasinghe.
You have 13 minutes.
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(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe - State Minister of

Samurdhi, Household Economy, Micro Finance, Self-

employment and Business Development)
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(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe, that is not a point of Order.

The next speaker is the Hon. Niroshan Perera. Order,
please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose
the Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene to the Chair?

®0 (e60¢xs) Ced®d 8B nm (D188 g imun®0)
(oressryfl@ (weusdlw HevrBlg)) rGuosiy Lgrew -
Qu@BBBSTL L Hjewi&aFiT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Plantation)
Sir, I propose that the Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene do
now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. (MRS.) KOKILA GUNAWARDENA
took the Chair.
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Madam Chairperson, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Rauff Hakeem. You have eight
minutes.

[2.45 p.m.]
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(revrLjifl@ ey andib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Madam Presiding Member, today we have this Debate
on the effort by the Government to increase the
borrowings on Treasury Bills by another Rs. 1,000
billion.

At the outset, I would like to quote what the
Government states in the “Fiscal Management Report
2020-21” of the Ministry of Finance. Under the theme
“Fiscal Developments, Treasury Operations and Foreign
Financing” it states, I quote:

“The government introduced a simple, transparent and efficient tax
system in the latter part of 2019 and the beginning of 2020 to
stimulate the economy by augmenting aggregated demand. The tax
structure was simplified by removing Economic Service Charge
(ESC), Nation Building Tax (NBT) and Debt Repayment Levy
(DRL). Personal and corporate income tax structures were revised.
Value Added Tax (VAT) rate slashed to 8 percent from 15 percent
and VAT registration threshold expanded.”

Madam, this quote, when looked at it in isolation,
looks very elegant and inspiring. Holistically, every
economic action has an economic cost. The question that
I would like to pose to the Government is this: did the
Government evaluate the economic impact of this
“elegant” and “inspiring” course of action to introduce
the “simplified, transparent and efficient tax system”
which was later endorsed in November, 2020, this too
amid the worst economic calamity the world in general
and specifically Sri Lanka was facing due to the COVID-
19 pandemic? Madam Presiding Member, prudent fiscal
management dictates economic decision-making to be
done based on sound macroeconomic fundamentals and
economic realities and then, presents what is foreseen or
projected in the future with no room for political agendas
to tweak the decision-making process.

Yesterday, I took up the issue of the European Union
taking a decision in their Parliament to recommend the
withdrawal of the GSP Plus concessions for Sri Lanka.
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Today, the Hon. State Minister of Money and Capital
Market and State Enterprise Reforms was heard to say
that while diplomatic efforts are to be pursued on one
side, they are looking at alternatives to the GSP Plus
conditions, that they will explore possibilities. While you
are looking at alternatives, look at the reality on the
ground. Let me show you some examples. The total
exports, as per the Central Bank Annual Report 2020,
have altogether been US Dollars 9.8 billion, of which the
European Union accounts for 31.6 per cent or US Dollars
3.1 billion; the United States accounts for 24.9 per cent or
US Dollars 2.5 billion, the Middle Eastern Bloc accounts
for 9.1 per cent or US Dollars 900 million and India
accounts for 6 per cent or a further US Dollars 606
million. All these countries put together, the export
revenue that this country got from those countries is US
Dollars 7.1 billion. Now, all this is at stake because of the
way in which we are proceeding on the human rights
agenda. That is why the European Union is asking you to
reconsider revising the Prevention of Terrorism Act. -
[Interruption.] Let me finish.

You have been using the Prevention of Terrorism Act
in order to muzzle dissenting opinion. You have been
taking into custody political opponents; you have been
using the provisions to detain people for a long time and
force confessions out of them. Now, this is what
happened in the Court of Appeal in Shani Abeysekara’s
bail application. The Court of Appeal very specifically
says that the Government is guilty, that the CID and the
CCD are guilty of fabricating evidence against Shani
Abeysekara. That is a very damning indictment against
the Government by the Court of Appeal.

®0 e OFOent Owm  (Okx o
BOEewsem ED WESTH s g8t BY
D5IDBNDIS DEON™S®H @0 8o Oy
YZIGT 55> HOGR Gaesxs gLomun®o )

(oreworyllg Gevraprer 1HuECH - GrHSlaTdsHe, Shis
Y UTEBIBIGET FTThS MBSCSTLHD @)TTeTmhish BjewLodF(HLD
FAODFFTEWOHET (LPHTEDSHIUD LHMID  FewmdendBlb6iT
LeTiraumipeusflii] eVIeIcVS6T B)FTerhis OjewLoE&F(HiD)

(The Hon. Lohan Rathwaththe - State Minister of Gem and
Jewellery Related Industries and State Minister of Prison
Management and Prisoners' Rehabilitation)

Madam, I rise to a point of Order.

OO YR80 OIE S

(omevsTLLll@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTsH6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(orenTLfl@ QeuranTer réeushGs)

(The Hon. Lohan Rathwaththe)

Madam, this case is proceeding in the Court right now.
So, he cannot speak about it in the House at this moment.

®C 68 RO Owmo

(wrehrLfl@ poyLs amsib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

No, no. That is the judgment already given; already,
the judgment had been given. Those are the reasons given
by the Judge of the Court of Appeal.

©6 VYR BB S Owmo
(omessrLyifl @ svgagiostT SiflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
For granting bail.

®©G 69cS RO wmo

(resrLifl@ eyt amdib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Yes. Court of Appeal Judge Bandula Karunaratne, in
his Order granting bail, has very specifically said that
evidence had been fabricated. And those are the reasons
why we are on the verge of losing the GSP Plus
concessions.

Madam, the Government is getting its priorities
mixed. That is why I told you that almost US Dollars 7.1
billion of export revenue from the Western world and the
Middle-East is under some danger. Particularly, the
European Union accounts for almost 31.6 per cent of our
total export revenue. So, we are in danger of losing all
this. As against this, the import bill that we pay to China
is a staggering US Dollars 3.6 billion! So, we spend that
amount on importing goods. While we export, we are
importing from China; we are paying all this money to
China and that is the reality.

Then, we depend on some friends and we antagonize
other friends. We cannot carry on our Foreign Policy in
this manner. We are going to totally become a pariah
State, if we go on in this trajectory. So, there has to be a
change and there has to be a course correction by the
Government. This is what we are pleading or asking them
to do: try and reform the way in which you are governing
this country; try and ensure that minorities and religious
minorities have their freedom. Certain poets who had
written poems have been incarcerated for more than a
year. There is Ahanaf Jazeem. He has been held in
custody for almost a year for having written a poem and
its translation does not reveal anything to do with
terrorism. So, these are matters which have now been
quoted by the European Union as reasons for them to
withdraw the GSP Plus concessions, Madam.

So, the Government should not take this position like
how the State Minister of Money and Capital Market and
State Enterprise Reforms took in the morning saying,
“Let diplomacy be on one side, but let us look for an
alternative for GSP Plus". What is the alternative? Some
of the big exporters might find alternate ways. But,
several medium and small-scale factories will have to
close; all those people will be out of jobs. With this
pandemic staring in our face and with all these problems,
are we going to heap upon ourselves this economic
catastrophe as well? So, in order to escape from this, there
is no other option but to agree to reform ourselves. That is
all what we are asking for. So, you have a course
correction or at least realize your folly. You may have
taken up quite an intransigent position before the Human
Rights Commission. But, see the damning report by the
High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva the day
before yesterday; that damning indictment is very clear.

DG §Roe06:e) OB

(omessTyifl @ HWVPLSTEHIGD 2 M6 Sjeurissir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member please wind up.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

It talks about custodial death. How many people have
been dying in custody? The police is taking a suspect to
identify a scene of crime and suddenly, they say that the
person tried to jump out of the police jeep and he was
shot. The drug offenders are taken and shot in cold blood.
All these things have now been recorded and this
custodial death issue is seen as a serious issue. These are
all human rights violations.

DO §Row06:e) TGS

(omevsTLLll@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT By6uTa6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, we are running out of time. Please
wind up now.

@0 VLR BB S @wmo
(orerLLll@ svaagLosir SlifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Seven people have died in custody.

@S 6T RO Oz

(wrehrLfl@ poyLs amsib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Yes, seven people have died while in police custody
within the last one year. So, this is a very serious matter.
Therefore, all these have to be corrected if we are to save
our country from losing the GSP Plus concessions and if
not, that will finally result in a serious impact on the
balance of payments debacle that we are facing.

Thank you.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
No, no, please.
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Madam, please give me one more minute.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is over. Please wind up now.
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(orenryllg QFveurrar G bslresr)

(The Hon. Selvarajah Kajendren)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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Aye.
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(The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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IMPORTS AND EXPORTS (CONTROL) ACT:
REGULATIONS

@G Lexvd endER® Svmo

(revrfl@ HCesrey @ 6ewTeumHeur)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OG0 DOBNGWDROB, @iz @ GeE  a®ims,
lR@®®, 2O8® W weIlwaB® WOYH gOBS  BY
5003 @080 »o B @R eOMNEDST & BYH
eewsy 0wddznd 9efun mOmdo:

"1985 gom 48 ww 1987 aom 28 ¢omy vos @8 weoealldn
1969 qom 1 ¢o50 qmdywm ¥ gemwes (Bem) emen 4(1) ww 14
DI 60® Buwdw @y 20 DoxBw wder Yol a@iuddwr S8sY
em205 gD, 2021 gedd 23 8B gom 2224/43 (o g8 Dods
@ svped sg ®»Om @, 2021.06.08 8» 98sx wmom c¢
@0QE8 e WE Y ©.

(2@ OHRVEeS em@Be ¢ Bed.)"

G E®esz Y, eto 230 Ses.
aflsorr BIGsLILIL B sTHmYS Gl TeTemLiLIL 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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ESSENTIAL PUBLIC SERVICES ACT: RESOLUTION

@0 Lesvd endids Owmo

(oreryllg HCBewreig @ enreuigeo)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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ADJOURNMENT
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

B0 DONIWROB, "8Be®Ind ¥ »E mide
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Question proposed.

OO DOIBTNWBDHR O

(orerLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTs6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Be»d, wumwd mE »Im edded yum», the Hon. (Dr.)
Suren Raghavan.

@G (890083) 30853 GoesdzsT Bwmo

(revrfl@ (HevrHlg)) &Greir rraeusst)

(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

Thank you, Hon. Speaker. Before that, I wish to take
30 seconds to make a comment and then move on to my
Adjournment Question to be asked from the Minister of
Education.

BT DOIBNBDROB, @¢ cod DOed ecdg edrsEH
Bowo0s? BERCD § Dol »0sT co i@ Bom
esfosews,-

@O QBNBD O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S6uiTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Suren Raghavan, please. Now, you will have to -

@6 (90086) g8z CresDsy Dwmo

(oressrLyfl@ (HTHH) HBredr FmaHeusiT)

(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

Sir, you must allow me the privilege of raising this
matter within 30 seconds. You did not stop him from
calling me “dog” three times and I do not think that he
showed respect for a Parliamentarian. He did not even
respect you, Sir.

@O DBNBHD O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTdser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, this is not the time to raise that matter.
Now, you have read out your Adjournment Question.
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I respect you, Sir.

All T want to tell him is, yes, ®® wosn ecdm»>
ACecH »O8, pedi)ed. 0dg®Dcwd wwewlvw WoB
BBROG pEm D ¢¢d e BEePrew DB Db
®ed s dm 05I ICECH 00 Om B8 gHimwnl
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0®w&.
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ADJOURNMENT QUESTIONS
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

s’ o8 gy & Bedm gmum O YLhmsInD
@205 A0 g8 ¢BY. @®@w COVID-19 de-omw nE€s’ gesd
G ¢oivn § ecm abgicwR. ¢iidsy 08 BB, mg o0
o€ OB, e® drnaw RED a8 o RO e@xDac?
ged qwsm POed yedaw @8 dmE WJ oxery
@med¢? ©0 #:®Bn®A, you will agree with me that the
ontology and epistemology of educational philosophy have
changed due to this COVID-19 pandemic. My Question to
you is, are we learning lessons from this situation, how is our
educational philosophy changing and what have we done
towards that?

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)
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Question put, and agreed to.

FNNGO OO WOIBNIWRS Goesmewsy 9O Hews,
@6 0@ 8. ©0EOFD Bwm §Eresz0;8) Ses.

GYSHTLIDS, LOTHTLILONG  FLITBIUWST  YUTHOT  YbBITFOTS
Bleoflssrny ysevGoy, wredrL flg LIGTBIS &F. Clerevass yeuiser
BEWCVSOLD  6UBGSBTTT 61T

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
PREMNATH C. DOLAWATTE took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Piyal Nishantha De Silva - State Minister of
Women and Child Development, Preschools and Primary
Education, School Infrastructure and Education Services)
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ISSUES ARISEN IN TEA INDUSTRY DUE TO SUSPENSION OF
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And it being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING
MEMBER adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.53 p.m. until 10.00
a.m. on Tuesday, 06th July, 2021, pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of this Day.
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