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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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Hon. Member, you took 10 to 15 minutes and spoke.
So, now, let me speak. We were listening to what you
were saying - to all the rubbish you spoke - we were
listening. So, now, listen to the truth!
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The next speaker is the Hon. Vijitha Berugoda. You
have five minutes.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole
Parliament.”-[The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena.]
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Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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e®Ged W, [P BBO] Sir, that is a serious problem.
Do not take it lightly. ©5®., e ®2 598 & ®BDSw®o.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

No, I cannot restrict his expression of ideas. What to
express is up to him. I cannot express views regarding
that.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

No, that is not a point of Order.
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you. Please wind up.
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and THE HON. SHANAKIYAN RAJAPUTHIRAN RASAMANICKAM
took the Chair.

[2.25 p.m.]

@G 655 wBR® Bwmo

(el peyLi amsib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Hon. Presiding Member, today, we, the Opposition,
have called for this Debate to discuss several issues faced
by the country, which has apparently been terribly
mismanaged by the Government, as a result of which the
people and the country are facing a serious jeopardy in
various areas.

Sir, what is ironic is that the subject Ministers who
have come to speak on issues related to them avoided
talking about the subjects that they have to talk about. For
instance, the Minister in charge of Ports and Shipping,
without dealing with the "X-Press Pearl" catastrophe that
has affected the entire biodiversity of our seas and the
coastal areas, totally neglected speaking about the subject
and we had to prompt him to answer questions relating to
that. Similarly, since the Minister of Trade, who had to
talk about the biggest fraud that the Litro Gas Company
has committed in this country by converting the weight of
the gas cylinder from kilos into litres, talked of other
matters without talking about the subject, we had to
prompt him to answer the question and then, he went on
beating around the bush. In the same way, the Minister of
Health, who apparently has to deal with the
mismanagement of the COVID-19 virus issue, was
talking about the fertilizer issue. So, it is apparent that the
Ministers are trying to avoid their subject areas because
they all have mismanaged their subject areas, but have
been talking about something else, some other subjects
which totally do not come under their supervision.

Sir, let me start with the way the COVID-19 issue has
been mismanaged. “The Sunday Times” newspaper
dated 06th June, 2021 shows how this is being
mishandled by the Ministry of Health. It states, I quote:

"This includes the Government's vaccination programme. The
Sri Lanka Medical Association answered a critical question that
was raised in these columns last week - the lowering of PCR tests.
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In a letter to President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, last Friday, the SLMA
noted that 'there has been a significant reduction of the number of
PCR tests carried over the last two weeks.' The sum effect of such
an exercise: it lowers the number of afflicted cases. Thus, the figures
given to the people are lower.

The SLMA letter pointed out that 'we understand that the
majority of the reported PCRs are exit-PCRs that do not measure the
extent of transmission in the community. Unless PCRs are carried
out proactively, it is likely that the usefulness of the results of
analysis of samples with most exit-PCRs will remain low despite the
disease spreading rapidly. Similarly, unless the disaggregated test
results based on context categories and geographical locations are
analyzed, the inference made by all PCRs together is likely to be
most erroneous.”

Now, I must thank the State Minister in charge of
COVID disease control, the Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini
Fernandopulle, for she had been very honest. She very
clearly said that the statistics by the Government may not
be accurate, that for every positive test that is recorded,
there could be three times that many cases. She was
honest enough to admit that. They went on talking about
the “New Year Cluster” and had always talked about the
“Peliyagoda Cluster” and the “Brandix Cluster”, but
avoided admitting that there was a community spread.
That is what has happened. Now, the community spread
has come to a position where it is virtually unmanageable
and deaths are increasing day by day.

"The Sunday Times" very clearly goes on to state, I
quote:

“Since May 1 till 31 this year, however, the rise in the number
of cases has been alarming. During this period, there were 806
deaths and the total afflicted were 78,718. This quite clearly shows
that this is the worst month for Sri Lanka."

So, while that situation remains as it is, they are going
about beating around the bush. The Health Minister does
not talk about COVID-19; she comes and talks about
fertilizer. The Shipping Minister talks about the health
issues, about COVID-19, avoiding talking about the "X-
Press Pearl" disaster. The Trade Minister also did the
same.

If we take the Litro Gas issue, there is an attempt to
somehow merge the LAUGFS Terminals Limited with
Litro Gas Lanka Limited. All know that the LAUGFS
Terminals Limited is heavily indebted to the Bank of
Ceylon and the People’s Bank, to both the State Banks, to
the tune of almost Rs. 22 billion. Now, what is the
Government attempting to do? They are trying to bail out
the LAUGFS businessman. Maybe, that businessman is
close to the Government. So, they are now looking at a
different path, of creating a PPP - a Public-Private
Partnership - to bail out somebody who has mismanaged
their work and the Government goes on to even allege the
Litro Gas. The Government itself says, “A good
restructuring initiative is important. Litro is corrupt and
makes money out of spot buying with only three days of
stock capacity.” A Government source has been telling
that to “The Sunday Times”, which has been reported in
an article by Ms. Namini Wijedasa under the heading
"Controversy over proposal to merge Litro with debt-
ridden LAUGFS."

OO §RoesNGe) O5IEn®0

(oreTL Ll @ SWVMHWLSTHIGL © MILILNGTT Sj6uTHsiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you time is over. Please wind up.

@S 6 S HBRO Dm0

(wresTLifl o)) amdib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

So, while doing this, they are hoodwinking the
consumers by reducing the weight of the gas cylinder and
displaying the label in litres instead of kilos, whereas
almost three kilos of gas are reduced and Rs. 400 more is
charged from the consumer.

The other danger, Sir, is that by merging these two
companies - at least 40 per cent of the stake is to be
bought by the Litro Gas - finally, the consumer will end
up with a monopoly. You are creating a monopoly and
then again with the monopoly, it would be the consumer
who would be affected. So, this issue has to be addressed.
When the COPE wanted to examine Litro Gas, that
company, I was told by the Chairman of the COPE, the
Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath this afternoon at the
Library, has refused to come before the COPE saying that
they have got a court order, whereas the Attorney-
General has certified that if it is a wholly-owned
subsidiary of the Sri Lanka Insurance Corporation and
they are bound to come before that Committee, which is a
part of Parliament and is the watchdog over public
finance in the country. Therefore, they cannot hide
behind court orders; they have to come before the COPE
and answer the queries relating to the hoodwinking of
consumers in this country by fugigraphying the figures
and also trying to enter into a contract.

B §RoesBNGe) O5IEn®

(oTeTL Ll @ SWVMWLSTHIGL © MILILNGTT Sj6uTHsiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, as we are short of time, please wind up
now.

@S GBS RO Owmo

(el peyi am4ib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Now, they say the Cabinet has appointed a
Subcommittee of five Ministers to go into that. That may
be so, but Litro Gas cannot avoid coming before the
Parliamentary Committee on Public Enterprises and they
will have to answer these serious questions about creating
a monopoly and also hoodwinking the public by
misleading them, mentioning the weight of the gas
cylinder in litres .

Thank you, Sir.

@O YR30 OBIEH®o

(orerLfl@ SeWVMLSHTHIGL 2 MILILNETIT Sj6uiTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa. You have 14
minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa - State Minister of Urban
Development, Coast Conservation, Waste Disposal and
Community Cleanliness)

Sir, the speaker who spoke before me, the Hon. Rauff
Hakeem, complained that the subject Ministers have not
been talking about their subjects. So, Hon. Member of
Parliament, I promise that I will concentrate first on the
areas that are related to my subject.
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vessels feed large ships and travel from country to
country. This particular ship covers six countries. What
are the countries it covers? It starts from Singapore and
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Lanka and then again to Malaysia and goes back to
Singapore. That is the route. This particular ship, this very
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(LomevsTL L0 @ HEMVDLSGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTdH6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Niroshan Perera. You
have three minutes.
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(The Hon. Niroshan Perera)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

@00 ® &$nB8. The next speaker is the Hon. Kanchana
Wijesekera. You have 10 minutes.

@G 0 Sededms Dum (88nc; Oyrd, 888w
Ofess o @udessy g BB, JOC Do 8.DEAD,
AYes DS WOGH o OFws GuD™B® S

3@ ®o)

(e i@ HepFer allCnGsar - HVBIGTT LBHTH6T, HeTef
LB stTas 6T, @)mTevsemer QUETT S 6V, SLHEDTLHL
EA U IET AL 1 ST VI E 3R ueBTer  &HLHOMTed

IVIUVEHET LHMILD 6T THMILLG E)TTTHIS SjePLOFFT)
(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera - State Minister of
Ornamental Fish, Inland Fish and Prawn Farming, Fishery
Harbour Development, Multiday Fishing Activities and Fish
Exports)

Sir, I have 13 minutes.

@O YR30 OBIE @

(orerLfl@ SeWVMLSHTHIGL 2 MILILNETIT Sj6uiTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Sorry, time has been reduced for every speaker. So,
you have only 10 minutes.

[e.200. 2.50]
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(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)
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Next, the Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha. You have six
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Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera. You have
ten minutes.
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Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera, may I ask a question?
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi.
You have nine minutes.
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The next speaker is the Hon. (Prof.) Channa
Jayasumana. You have ten minutes.
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Sir, 1 propose that the
Weerasinghe do now take the Chair.
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It being 4.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday,
22nd June, 2021, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of this Day
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