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The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Foreign and

the Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando - Minister of Highways and

Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Plantation)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa - State Minister of
Urban Development, Coast Conservation, Waste Disposal
and Community Cleanliness)

O DOIBNIDROB, 008 805X W BDows ®OGHD
8EAe @B e cBed@m ®Om ©NIed wWInBR®
005e0sY OO swm wewsT Dlimn BOITTVewsY OB Wd™
09000 D800 9B WSS.

(1) ome® Ddw BYOdws GESm emBesy wwd wryy
oWmYOum; e



597 2:8Ee@xInd 598

[061 (40808 ) BRED emBewds @wnn]

(i) & cwo 90® wdEImB BBe® -edd (t-enddn)
e emYBuB.

280003 O HIw gpwl Bewlo wom &
FLTLSL G560 (3)hdsnds g1 1_ewermuill_riri’” 1 gy
Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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INVESTIGATIONS INTO EASTER SUNDAY

ATTACK: STATEMENT BY MINISTER OF PUBLIC
SECURITY
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera - Minister of Public

Security)
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International and all the other organizations have written to
the Government, asking to reverse that action. You have
been keeping him under custody for one year.
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& B’ ex0ed&, | want to very responsibly say that
the case against Hejaaz Hizbullah is totally fabricated.
You have filed a case for different reasons, because he
was politically opposed to you or for whatever reason.

There has been evidence to show that small children have
been forced to give statements against him. Hejaaz
Hizbullah is a lawyer. He studied at the S. Thomas’
College. I know the Hon. Minister of Justice is also
aware of that. The Hon. Prime Minister is also nodding
his head. So, please look into this because by these false
allegations and false cases, the entire credibility of the
Government and the effort to find the real culprit behind
the bomb attacks will be lost.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Hon. Speaker, Mr. Hejaaz Hizbullah, as a lawyer, has
had an impeccable career, and they are trying to say that
he was a chairman of a charity. Of that charity, he was
just a nominal chairman. He had never cited this so-called
"Madrasa". They have totally fabricated this evidence by
forcing young children. There is evidence and affidavits
for that from the parents of those children and others. So,
in this case, you are losing credibility. The Government
will lose credibility; even the Attorney-General’s
Department will lose credibility. The TID and the CID,
which should do a fair job, are totally -
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(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)

Hon. Speaker, before I present this Bill, I would like
to place on record the immense guidance and support lent
by the late Dr. Wickrema Weerasooria in presenting this
Bill

With that, Sir, I move,

"That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to incorporate the Sri
Lanka Insurance Institute."
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Finance for report.
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Order for Second Reading read.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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OO DOBNIDROB, 1 OO BWILNBHDRBe®T BEE
BB DEeweditn eDmDl. OB 5 dcedred Bl
OVFOG, eFENImiemed WOe 988w IR,
egdLlmieme ©eaddm 250 Husiey Yr&meBsy
RIS MO WO Bed®D. © BWVILNGHRDICOST
3um, odgddwdeme 3 & Bulg am® wcoaddm
@D BBEo.



611 2021 &8 19 612

®0 OBsIe Gt Owmo (¢xe@imxs, Yo ¢ms,
BTRRBD), 08® W wotdWaB®m WOYD GO 8W
22082 808D ¥ BDoes O ®)

(wrewrfl@ wanlbs rreyusag - Urgw ewwdFmn Bl

G| WFF(HLD LS SFTFT, FIOW LOMHMILD HEOTFTT H6YI6U6VS5 6T
IOWIFHID ST LiallmsSH wHmib af_ewliy
S|HLFF(HLD)

(The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa - Prime Minister, Minister of
Finance, Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural
Affairs and Minister of Urban Development and Housing)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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The Hon. Prime Minister will reply.
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka)
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(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry)
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(The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa)
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It states, I quote:

"the Project Company shall be entitled to 20 hectares of the
Marketable Land (the 'Project Land (Freehold)' ) as freehold land
with the ownership registered in the name of the Project Company
in accordance with Clause 24.7; ..."
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Hon. Speaker, now, I would like to get down to the
main thrust of my submissions today. I think the
background, as far as this Port City Law is concerned,
must be clearly established. First of all, I think we have to
understand that since 2015, there has been a regular
deterioration of our economy. Up to 2014, as the Hon.
Prime Minister mentioned in his speech, we found that
the GDP of our country had been improving from US
Dollars 24 billion in 2005 to US Dollars 79 billion by
2014. However, the country hit a stagnant patch and as a
result of that stagnant patch, we found the country being
at the same position for the last six years. So, I think now,
we need to understand that as a result of that situation, we
have had a rising debt, particularly the foreign debt, a fall
in the GDP and a drop in world rankings, particularly in
doing business rankings. We found that in 12 instances,
Sri Lanka has been dropping in its rankings regularly over
the past five years from the 85" position right down to the
99™ position. So, we need to do something in order to
move away from that situation. We have found that our
resources are low and our currency has a tendency to
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depreciate. We had high interest rates right up to 2019
and our ratings were downgraded consistently during the
period of the Yahapalanaya. At the same time, Sir, we
also found that the Foreign Direct Investments were also
dwindling. In 2014, the Foreign Direct Investments were
US Dollars 1,635 million, but it gradually reduced each
year and by 2018 only, there was an increase up to US
Dollars 2,367 million. Therefore, now, we need to give a
new impetus to our economy in order for it to go forward.

We have already fixed some of these problems. We
have found that our interest rates are today much more
manageable. We have slowed down the rupee
depreciation and in due course, once the economy gets
back to normalcy after the COVID-19 impact is reduced,
we would be able to appreciate the currency. We have
responded to the COVID-19 situation quite magnificently.
As I mentioned in yesterday’s speech in Parliament, we
have already expended Rs.138 billion in order to ensure
that the country is brought to some position where we can
go forward with a certain element of confidence. We are
fast-tracking stagnant development projects, we are
improving our doing businesses indicators and are
increasing our public investments. As the Hon. Prime
Minister mentioned, we have started a programme to
develop 100,000 kilometres of roads and a project to
provide water for all. Those projects are driven in order to
ensure that Sri Lanka would get back to the fast track of
development.

But, at the same time, Sir, we have to provide more
opportunities for FDIs as well. We need a new burst of at
least US Dollars 3 billion to come into the country on an
annual basis in order to ensure that we maintain a growth
rate of at least 6 per cent in our country. So, that is why we
have identified certain key projects in our country as being
the ones that will take this country forward. The Port City is
one of them. The Port City has tremendous potential and we
need to ensure that the Port City will be one of the drivers of
the development activities in our country. We had already
identified the Hambantota Port to be another, but,
unfortunately, that is no longer under our purview.
Therefore, we need to ensure that at least the Hambantota
Industrial Zone is given impetus to go forward.

Yesterday, this august Assembly approved a strategic
development project in relation to the tyre project that is
being already carried out at the Hambantota Industrial
Zone. Those are important projects that will take our
country forward. At the same time, various strategic
development projects are also being mooted now and the
farmer zones too will take our country forward. But with
all that, Sir, we need to have a game-changer and a
turning point in our country’s economic march. We
identify the Port City as being one of those areas in which
we can make a significant change in order to have a game
-changing turning point in the history of our nation.

There, we have 269 hectares of land and it is a very
special land because it has been reclaimed and at the same
time, it is adjoining the commercial capital of Sri Lanka.
With that reclaimed, we have the potential now to build it

the way we want, to make it work the way we want and
that is why we need to get it right this time.

Sir, there will be many instances where we talk about
missing the bus and we are quite good at that. We
consistently say that we missed the bus in such and such
a year, we missed the bus in another year and we missed
the bus again. This time, we cannot miss the bus. We
need to create an impact, a situation where we can
compete, Sir, with Dubai, Schengen, Port Klang and
Singapore. We have only been talking about it in the past.
We, now, need to convert our talk into action. That is
why we have to make a compelling value proposition as
far as the Colombo Port City is concerned. It must be a
place to which people will come because it is efficient,
because it has speed of delivery, because it is consistent
and because it gives a secure environment for investors.
So, we need to create that atmosphere, that environment
in order to ensure that people from all over the world
could come to Sri Lanka and make Sri Lanka their hub of
future. That is not easy; that is going to be a tough call
and that is why we have to do it in such a way that we
should have an enabling law which will support that kind
of activity.

Our enabling law, Sir, must be such that it should
provide space for the Colombo Port City Economic
Commission to do their work and confidence for
investors to come and invest in Sri Lanka and in Port City
activities which they themselves would be carrying out.
So, the proposed law will be amended, as I said earlier, in
accordance with the Supreme Court Determination which
has already been read out by the Hon. Speaker. From the
beginning, Sir, we took that stance. We never said that
we are going to push this legislation through only in the
way we have drafted it. We have been humble enough to
admit that there may be certain instances where the
expert knowledge of the Supreme Court would determine
the best way possible for our country and in determining
whether it is consistant with the Constitution, they could
give us advice as to how this should be structured. So,
nobody must say that it was a kulugedi pahara or use
some obnoxious term like that. It is nothing like that. It is
a question of submitting the intended legislation to the
Supreme Court and the Supreme Court giving its
Determination in accordance with their own mandate
given by the Constitution. Once it is given, we, as
Parliament and as the Government, will respect that
position of the Supreme Court and enact the law in
accordance with the guidance given to us by the Supreme
Court, and that is what we would do tomorrow.

Sir, we are encouraged to hear the Hon. Member who
spoke before me mentioning that they too would like to
support this particular piece of legislation and we are
happy that they also have been supporting this. Even the
Leader of the Samagi Jana Balawegaya and the Hon.
Ranil Wickremesinghe had supported this very intently.
In fact, Sir, in 2018, at the World Cities Summit held in
Singapore, the then Prime  Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe was the keynote speaker and he
promoted the revamped Port City Project at a time even
when the land was not complete; even when the land was
not complete, he promoted this.
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Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, could you please sit
down? I listened to you intently for 30 minutes.

@0 (40008 w) w8 ¢ B Owmo

(oreryflE (sTHd) anias & fsveur)
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Sir, I just rise to a point of Order. Hon. Minister, I said
that we will support you with the condition that you
accept our few amendments. Thank you very much.
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Please, sit down and listen, Hon. Member. I listened
patiently to you. Try to become a little more flexible in
understanding these points.

Then, at the same time, the UDA signed a Master Plan
with the Development Control Regulations. The Sri
Lankan President at that time attended the deeds
transferring ceremony. Then, one of the Ministers, a key
Minister of that Government, mentioned - I must read it
out to you as it is very important - “The construction of a
60-storeyed building would be completed by 2025." That
is, in the Port City. He further added, "The best answer
we can give critics is to go to the 60" storey once the
building is completed and see if Colombo would sink.
This is an open challenge and I wish to mention the
names of those who made bland criticisms on the project,
on its opening day”.

So, they supported it. I hope, in 2025, those former
Ministers - they are MPs now - would come to the
opening of that project and they could even mention the
names of those who criticized it. I do hope that their
names would not be in that list of MPs who had criticized
it because we do not want them to be in that list; we want
them to support this project.

So, what are we intending to do with this law, Sir? We
intend to create a Single Window to support all the
investors who come to Sri Lanka. It will be operated by
an efficient Commission and we will provide attractive
and competitive benefits to investors. We would be
consistent as well as ensure the safety of those
investments. All that is provided for in the law that we are
going to pass tomorrow and we hope that you would
support it. The Commission itself would consist of five to
seven members. We have already agreed to the proposal
of many people who suggested that the majority of the
Commission should be Sri Lankans and we would
provide for that. We would also provide for the Chairman
of the Commission to be a Sri Lankan and I think one of

the reasons for that to be accommodated was the fear that
people had that we would do a Y ahapalana stunt because
we found, for the first time, a foreigner coming and
becoming the Governor of the Central Bank at that time.
We all know what happened. We are still trying to get
him back to answer for the sins that they had committed.
So, we would make this Commission to be the Single
Window which will provide all the services and all the
guidance to investors who come to the country. We know,
Sir, how many times people have to go to various
Government institutions in order to get their things done.
Whenever they have to get anything done, they have to
rastify in corridors, wait for officers to come, wait for
excuses and we want to eliminate all that so that we can
go up in rankings as far as doing business is concerned.
This special Commission would be able to liaise with all
the other institutions and then provide the service to those
who intend to have that.

If this would be a successful project - we are
endeavouring to make it so; we are making every effort to
ensure that this would be successful - we would have, Sir,
a state-of-the-art international financial city. It would
compete with Singapore; it would compete with Dubai
and it would compete with Schengen. That is the type of
model we are hoping to create in the Port City. I think one
square meter of land there could be valued at around US
Dollars 2,500 and if so, the 69 hectares that Sri Lanka has
with complete rights of leasing out for 99 years whenever
we want to, could yield us US Dollars 1,725 million in
addition to what the Commission would receive as a 1 per
cent charge on all the other transactions the other
companies in the Port City would be handling. So, these
would be the benefits that we would enjoy as a
Government and also the envisaged earnings that are due
to the Consolidated Fund and we are happy to support
that because it will also provide additional opportunity for
all these investments to take place. So, we expect US
Dollars 15 billion worth of investments in the next five
years, 200,000 jobs and livelihoods opportunities during
the construction stage and 83,000 US Dollar-based jobs in
five years. It would also provide the people of our country
the opportunity to work within the Port City and have
dollar-based jobs. Today, they have to go to other parts of
the world to enjoy such opportunities.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. State Minister, you have consumed five minutes
extra.

©0 8 BDod DG Dm0

(oressrfl@ Sedl$ Bleum &Lirmev)

(The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal)

In another five minutes, I will be able to finish my
speech, Sir.

Also, we would have a gradual improvement in Sri
Lanka’s doing business. There would be a major impetus
for conferences, tourism, theme parks and we will have
5.7 million square meters of built space. This would add
approximately US Dollars 4.5 billion to the GDP of our
country in the first few years and thereafter, an additional



633 205E00xsInd 634

[0 285 Bnd »dGE @wmn]

GDP to our country at the rate of around US Dollars 12
billion and that would make a vast difference to the US
Dollars 80 billion GDP that we have had in the past in the
country .

Sir, there have been many criticisms that have been
levelled by the Opposition. I believe the speakers who
follow me would deal with those. So, I will not go into
depth in responding to those. At the same time, I wish to
talk about one other item, which is about money
laundering. I am familiar with the controls that Sri Lanka
has put in place in order to deal with money laundering
because at the time when I was the Governor of the
Central Bank, we had to deal with the laws related to
money laundering. As that has given me experience, I
know what that law can do. That is why that law has not
been touched, Sir, in the enactment of this new Act. That
law will prevail; that law is available to be used for any
kind of situation where there is money laundering. So, we
need not fear at all. We can ensure that those protections
are provided. Sometimes, the people who have been
talking about these have other regimes on which money
laundering suspicions are being cast, particularly certain
cities which have made investments in their own
countries. So, I think we need not fear because Sri Lanka
has the ability to ensure that money laundering is not an
issue in Sri Lanka.

Lastly, Sir, I want to make an invitation to the
Opposition. I believe they have seen the benefits of this
because they themselves supported that when they were
in power. So, we hope that they would do the same
tomorrow when this Bill is taken up for voting. gesd oo
20BN Dr0d® PO 0@ gdued & Buewrd GwIdsY
DO, 00 s eWmIYOBHO VIROTIGed wYewdnwsy
C el BeE. @0 DONIDROB, O sm
YOm0 ONOTIE wyewdns R ¢slemns, e® Ced
1090 Eerwd & gwr wwIB Pens BwecEr 988 meeddd
OO Busisy yodsl. dev® Bwusim yOOsT O
B8wO WOYR WO BB SeWBWO GCIRBN WS,
®od 0Om BOFBe 4Dy WS,

B0 DBNBHD S

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan.
You have seven minutes.

@0 e8F0® geedW RN Dwmo
(oreirLyLll@ CFVEULD B)6HL_d&EVBTE6HT)

(The Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan)

Sir, why is it seven minutes? I had nine minutes.

OO DAIBNWBDR O

(oreTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, but the Opposition has made use of-

@6 e8F08 geedW RN dwmo

(orerLyLll@ CFVEULD B)6HL_&&6VBITE60T)

(The Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan)

Sir, stTaisEhewL_w Party ulpd CsHAwd gnt L ewioliL -
TNA. 3)s1 separate e Party.sThisEhd@ supBISILL L
time@)6v &1fldas (1pigwirgi.

OO DOIBTNWBDHD O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

All right. You go ahead with your speech.

[L0.L. 12.02]
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(The Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time, the nine minutes which you
were talking about, is over.
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(omrevorLyLfl@ GlF6LeULD (EML_ddh6VIBTE6IT)
(The Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan)
Give me one minute more, Sir.
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(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST S)6uiTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, please conclude your speech.
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(The Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana - Minister of Ports

and Shipping)
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] in the Chair.
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Hon. Minister, you have two more minutes.
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Hon. Minister, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Thank you. Next, the Hon. Rauff Hakeem. You have

eight minutes.

[1.41 p.m.]

@S S wBO ®wmo
(wrehrfl@ poys andiv)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, may I digress
for a moment from the Debate of the day to bring the
attention of the Government to the following issue:

The horrendous developments in occupied Palestine
dominated international headlines for the past two weeks.
The long-delayed Open Session of the UN Security
Council held on Sunday, the 16™ of May has done
precious little to reprimand Israel and/or attempt
meaningfully to de-escalate the hostilities. It has failed to
produce at least a joint statement by the UN Security
Council. The death toll exceeding 220 on both sides has
resulted in nearly half the number being children, women
and elderly. Given the asymmetrical military might of
Israel as opposed to that of a belligerent entity such as
Hamas, the human toll on the Palestinian side is
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incomparable. The damage and destruction of civilian
infrastructure on the Palestinian side is going to take years
to rebuild. Israel has been typically hiding behind the
excuse of legitimate right of self-defense narrative, paying
callous disregard to all human rights and humanitarian
related protocols under the Vienna Convention. It is
obvious that they have either been encouraged or
emboldened by the self-imposed prevarication and bias of
their notable allies in the Western world.

Sir, in such a situation, regardless of the marginal
impact or leverage our position could exert on
international forums, Sri Lanka cannot remain a silent
onlooker. We have questioned the rationale behind some
of the decisions taken at the UN forums in this regard.
Regrettably, we have been known to prevaricate and/or
remain stoically silent not wanting to go the extra mile to
condemn these atrocities unequivocally. Therefore, I urge
that the Government should act the very least, react to the
situation reflecting the outrage that the preponderant
majority of Sri Lankans feel at this time and join in the
sentiments of the ever-growing opposition in the wider
world against these heinous atrocities by Israel in the
occupied territories of Palestine. Yesterday, the Leader of
the Opposition called it genocide. I hope that the
international community would realize the type of war
crimes that is being committed in the occupied territories
and those leaders would be hauled up before the
International Criminal Court, Sir.

Having said that, Sir, let me move on to today's
Debate. Now, what do we have here? We, of course,
know that this so-called Port City has now become an
issue like damned if you do, damned if you do not. Why
am [ saying this? Because we have totally been ignoring
the geopolitical issues that may impact when this becomes
a reality. Let us be very frank, Sir. The Indian Ocean has
become a hotspot for superpower rivalry. Your attitude
was to turn a blind eye and start the landfill. Then, there
was an unexpected change of Government. The Port City
Project was like an unwanted pregnancy. Initially, our
Government said, “We will terminate this unwanted
pregnancy”. They went for abortion. Then, what
happened? Doctors said it was too late to do the abortion;
if you did the abortion, the mother’s life would be at risk.
Sri Lanka was caught in a debt trap. Therefore, we could
not afford to abort that.

Finally, we are left to hold the bastard child. Sorry to
use that word, but we are left to hold this bastard child.

Then, you come back to power. Having come back to
power, you have now realized that you have to do
something about this superpower rivalry issue and that the
Indian Ocean has become a virtual hotspot. Therefore,
this issue, the investment companies and all these have
become a serious burden. Then, what do we do? Then, we
offer the Indians the Eastern Terminal. There were
agitation instigated by the Sri Lanka Ports Authority
unions, the Buddhist clergy and various organizations.
Who could have instigated those protests is anybody’s
guess. Then, you say to India, "We cannot give the
Eastern Terminal, but we will give you the Western
Terminal". To that, nobody knows what is happening
now. Surely, nobody is happy about all this. So, this
whole thing has resulted in this mess.

I call this Port City Project an "illegitimate child", we
will say. But surely, even if it is an illegitimate child, that
child need not suffer because of the parents' mistakes.
You have the opportunity to teach good manners to the
child and let all the neighbours and the wider world forget
about the origins of the child, purely because he has the
qualities of attracting everybody's serious attention. That
would have been somewhat possible if you followed the
draft proposal prepared by us and endorsed by the
Committee appointed by the Prime Minister.

Then what happened? The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de
Silva, in the morning, very carefully laid out what
happened. The Draft Bill that was prepared by the Hon.
(Dr.) Harsha de Silva’s Committee was finally accepted
by the current Prime Minister and he appointed another
Committee under the chairmanship of Mr. Ferdinando
and they virtually adopted the Draft we prepared. Now,
somebody at the Presidential Secretariat has totally
changed it upside down and that is why you had to finally
face this situation in the Supreme Court. It is a serious
embarrassment to the Government. The Supreme Court
has virtually given you a thorough slap on your face. So,
now you are saying, "Okay, we will now accept all what
the Supreme Court says and amend the Bill". But even
with the Amendments, this is virtually a child without
limbs; it is a total convolution of the original Bill. What
has finally happened? I can go Clause by Clause, but I
have absolutely no time. Do you know what happened in
the Supreme Court? The Attorney-General had to be
jumping over provisions to make Amendments, which has
become a virtual jumble.

®0 Bewdss 0% BB

(revrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdld sallFrari ojeuidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

@S S RO ®wmo

(wrehrfl@ poys andiv)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Nobody is going to come and invest here in the state
in which this Bill is. Therefore, I am asking the
Government to take a bipartisan approach and accept the
Amendments that have Dbeen proposed. Those
Amendments have been accepted by the Prime Minister's
Office and sent to the President's Office. It has been
totally changed. The entire BOI Law has been thrown out;
the baby with the bathwater has been thrown out and this
has once again become a virtual devil.

Looking at the provisions in the Bill, I do not think
even the fly-by-night investors will come here because
there must be some certainty. Therefore, there has to be
some bipartisan approach between the Government and
the Opposition. We have offered some amendments.
Accept them or otherwise, refer the Bill to the Legislative
Standing Committee, before taking the Vote, refer it to
the Legislative Standing Committee. Let us look at it and
take a bipartisan approach. Otherwise, what will happen
is, no investor will come; even the so-called money
launderers will not touch this Bill and come here, if it
goes through in this form.

With those words, I conclude, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. D.V. Chanaka. You have seven
minutes.
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(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, that is not a point of Order. Hon. State
Minister, please continue.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. State Minister, you have one more minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you. Next, the Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha.
You have seven minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(oressryfl @ G wohsellsr Lrdls sallsreri oeurasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

O H>EBT DeFENS 8w Dwmo

(omessTyifl@ HedleT LisRTL T $2wioam)

(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)

@G Bewd®s mdm ©usBneB, ©0 Br5nder e¢sIn.

°® umy owgdemd @8 o8 @8 oewemm
weeaddsy 7 e megrs Om® 05D Yen® sBIHO
e® v ewJdunm -[dn BE®] ged ded efdig ¢wdd
oo B god SRwwde Don® Dm0 @md
DEDDETO @fdig Bum GJAws WO o0 OBIBY DT®
Bw god IRBwDG 0@ Ben Brsne 0dn 3D Onw I8,
RID®IO BT 0DS5T @ Bwd Do,

®G Bendss 0% 89rsBn®r

(oressryfl @ Gwosellsr Lrdls sallareri ojeuiraesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe,
PC. You have seven minutes.

@0 (80888 BBeg) SwsIn BS8ew Onm

(wrerflg (FarTslug) 1 1_ssrent) mwhs of rdnis)

(The Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe, PC)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I was told that
I have been given about 15 minutes. I have got ready to
speak for about half an hour, but just to break that into -

B Bendss 0% 5918 Bn®r

(oressryfl@ Gwossellsr Lrdls sallarert ojeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, because of the earlier delay, time has
been reduced for everyone.

[2.07 p.m.]

®0 (B5088B BBw) BwsIm 88w Swmo

(oressryfl@ (FarTdlug) 1L ssremt) Lubs of rdlnigs)

(The Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe, PC)

But, Sir, what is the point in talking like this?
Anyway, in deference to what you say, I will make it as
short as possible. I intend speaking in English today, but
where necessary and where I have to emphasize, I will
resort to my own language.



655 2021 &8 19 656

At the commencement, Sir, I wish to answer to what
some of these Hon. Members from the Opposition said.
One Hon. Member referred to the Supreme Court
Judgment saying, "me o swom oyde". The English
word for that is, "bludgeoned" by the Supreme Court.
Another Hon. Member said that the Supreme Court gave
a "slap in the face" and I will answer the Hon. Member
who spoke before me in Sinhala after this. Please
remember, there was no necessity for anyone to bludgeon
or slap in the face. In submitting whatever Amendments
that were suggested by us, the Government, through our
lawyers and the Attorney-General to the Supreme Court,
we gave an assurance there itself that we would
incorporate them into the Bill after the Cabinet approves.
Therefore, there was no need for it to be bludgeoned. That
is, "®® 068 590" or "mexsy swsdE". Those, the
former Government would have got, certainly not us.

Then, the other Hon. Member who spoke just before
me compared this Bill - I am surprised that he did - to
Don Juan Dharmapala. I must say this to that Hon.
Member in Sinhala. & ©6; @En® BOD, e®m @¢z
405y DE®sE wanB8sIO BwEs JO s ¥ ed
0 BwEo. 990 & Doed @b 80 A 053 o)y
0, 1) eI B IBE dp@8-w e emd
HED yodn BeEr 00m®® emdnio Bwr ¢uim (3.
asim, @) Hor? VB! v YO & o »D
DE ¢? @¢ @Y HOr WEBmE B8800dD 85IEn® O
3530 & yodn BuEr 8y dm o S meo ¢?

Now, Sir, let me come to the subject under discussion.
This particular project has now been approved by the
Supreme Court and the Supreme Court, in its approval,
has cited some Clauses where amendments are necessary.
Some try to show that there are 26 such places. What are
those? In some places, the Court has suggested just to
delete one word and insert another. That is how it is. I
have gone through the whole thing. So, do not try to
mislead the public as you have been misleading right
from the beginning.

Sir, why are we launching into this project right now?
At the stage of construction of the Port City, 160,000 jobs
are to be created and once it is fully completed, direct and
indirect employment opportunities of 300,000 are
expected to be created there. Then, FDIs - Foreign Direct
Investments - are certain to double once this City comes
into operation. I think that is their biggest fear.

Also, everybody knows that we are in a strategic
location as far as the sea lanes are concerned. We are
almost bordering the Silk Route. Then, because of that,
every investor would know that if they invest in this
Project, they will have access to, at least, 50 per cent of
the world population. I will further explain that in Sinhala
also.

DO PeLTEDENR® I, § Comd 88 Bedsieny
e Om PBBTeE 0ew® Do Ebimwm O. OO
Ben wOBB ememyn) @® Ddhw m»HHS MnwaBed tewdsnw
WO 00 & PewWdEmW DD, OB POWIBHEG
DI 0CIH® BDOvHews’ Brewd 500 eSO g-
500 wBwid - to have access - Bedm D. @® DuosaBw
8057 ©®f»0® Information Technology - IT d5E0- ced»

O3 m® DO B, 0800 BEDDEEWsY
graduate emem ) 88w ®»emO® & dhimed dBwdmO
g gdocw gdas Omdn. guim & S3wB 8 dBwo
cseme 8¢ Dsieny.

G Berdss 0% 9IS

(wrevr il @ Gusseflet Lrdld sallaFrari ojeuidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

@G (80888 BBw) swsdn 88w Swvmo
(wrevryfl@ (FerTSlug) FU L ssrentl) gwpbs of rdnis)
(The Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe, PC)

Sir, I have ten minutes.

@0 Bewdss 0% BwinBn®

(wrevrfl@ Gudseflet Lrdld sallaFreri ojeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, I am sorry. You have been allotted
seven minutes and now, you have run out of your seven
minutes.

@0 (850888 BBew) Swdm 88w Swmo

(oressryfl@ (FarTdlugd) 1L ssremt) gwhs of rdkigs)

(The Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe, PC)

The list I was given states that I have been given 10
minutes.

®0 Bewdss 0% 6BwnBn®

(wrevrfl@ Gupdsefler LNrdld sallFrari ojeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, but because of the time delay that took place
earlier, three minutes have been reduced.

@0 (850888 BBew) Swdm 88w Swmo

(oressrflg (Farrdlug) 1L ssremt) whs of rdlmigs)

(The Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe, PC)

Sir, due to the time constraints, I am forced not to
come out with all the facts that I have prepared to present.
Anyhow, let me say this. This Project is certainly the
turning point for the economy of this country. That is
very well known by the Opposition. That is why they
made every endeavour by going to the Court -

©0 OYFOSews

(LomessryLll@ 2 miifleori sp(meuir)
(An Hon. Member)

RIAROBI ¢ »15ed? [Pt BBO]

®0 Bewdss 0% BB

(revrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdls sallFrari ojeuidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

®0 (B5088B BBw) BwIm 88w Swmo

(wresrflg (FarTdlugd) #11_ssrent) mwhs of rdnis)

(The Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe, PC)

Sir, please ask them to stop their disturbances. I want
to answer them.

®G; Bendss 0% 59I1sBn®r

(wressryfl @ Gwoselsr Lrdls sallarart ojeuiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Please allow the Hon. Member to
speak.
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(oreryllg (Farrdug) 1L ggrentl) whs ofrdnis)

(The Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe, PC)
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@0 Berdss 0% BwinBn®r

(omrevwsr i@ Gupssefler Lrdls sallFmeri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. S.M. Marikkar. You have
seven minutes.

[¢.90. 2.16]
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(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)
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(oressryfl @ Gwosellsr Lrdls sallareri ojeuiraesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva.
You have nine minutes.

[g.60. 2.22]
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Labour)
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(The Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena)
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

®® duved 85e mcws B83w. dudved 8O8sT ©®
OB eyg®nn eBEDO 8GR ¢0deddy ecim wOm
wog. &n dudeed mBwswide. ® oms emysn
BOITVeBE Cwdwd W ® ©Dxeds BHYBIBNTIEEEO
credit ©m= et A5y O, gdas ¢DBGHedE Br5yND
I 0¢8. & o ¥ Yoo BO D@s B3

®0; Bowrdss 00 ©psdne®s, Sedvewns OO
$HOBDCw@ DREwWsT @ MCTHwLE BLsID) By, OO e®50d,
Labour Code of Sri Lanka. e®8 Beaz s, amaf 250 D&
3w, o® vm 25m08 8 yOrmews’ O m»J
Beadrstesy, Termination of Employment of Workmen
(Special Provisions) Act ©&zm 8S»c8. oy Seods
Bedfsieesy wewr ¢® procedure = Beadmdl. g
Bog BB &8 acsimd, Port City 900, & am® 210, 48
0088 »OWG aB3BDB®O wrewry S Beadmds; @B
S Bedmdr; o mC Beamn. & Ao hire and fire
WOsT . & oW 0r0edd, 008 ged edwmden
8dBs w@ybamecwrs’ 8Eens Bednmrdo.

©® vy ewddues 63. (1) DorsiBed e®ed wewsy
06 Bednda:

“Priority shall be given by courts, in relation to any legal
proceedings instituted on civil and commercial matters, where the
cause of action has arisen within the Area of Authority of the
Colombo Port City or in relation to any business carried on...”
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“...the inability of a particular attorney-at-law to appear before
the Court on a particular date for personal reasons (including
engagement to appear on that date in any other court or tribunal)
shall not be a ground for postponement of commencement or
continuation of the trial or be regarded as an exceptional ground
warranting such postponements.”
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you. Next speaker is the Hon. Ashok
Abeysinghe. You have five minutes.

Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna to the Chair?

@0 BOF 88w ¢ BED ®wmo
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna do
now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. HARSHANA RAJAKARUNA fook the
Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran. You
have seven minutes.
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(The Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran)

Hon. Presiding Member, [ thought it was nine
minutes.

Sir, I thank you for this opportunity given to me to
speak on such a highly important Bill.

It is highly important from the point of view of the
Government because the Government tabled this
controversial Bill during the New Year holiday period.
The duration for petitions to be filed before the Supreme
Court was restricted to a week from the date of the Bill
being tabled in Parliament. Five out of the seven days
available for potential challengers were New Year public
holidays. Yet, I found that a number of petitions had
indeed been filed including by the Bar Association, the
Transparency International, the Centre for Policy
Alternatives, the JVP, the UNP and by many others. This
shows how controversial the Bill has become.
Fortunately, the Supreme Court has dampened the spirits
of the Government. If the Government intends to respect
the views of the Supreme Court, it must table the
corrected version of the Bill and give us time to study it
instead of taking the Vote tomorrow in a hurry.

Controversy centres around the Bill because it allows
the establishment of a separate entity so close to the
commercial capital city of Colombo. The fear seems to be
that the setting up of an autonomous administration for
the Port City would be the creation of a Chinese colony
within Sri Lanka. The irresponsible borrowings and the
isolation from the rest of the world because of our
abysmal human rights record has driven us now to grovel
before the Chinese again. One cannot ignore the fact that
a desperate Chinese loan was signed just as the Bill was
being gazetted.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

G0 DeN® Dlim @D BN, ®O OFEn®. & B¢
@3 DETO.

©0 8FesIEDIsY OIEROB, RI®ed mND Wevs
@BIB.

o0 8.8. 8desTdDssy ®wnmn
(oressrfl@ &.all. aillsGarsiueurssr)
(The Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran)
Let me continue, Sir.

After all, we, the Tamils, are only asking for a
confederal unit within the territorial integrity of this
Island, but instead of discussing with us our rights and
suitability to claim such a unit of self-determination for
the Tamils, the Government seems to be very lavish to
the Chinese all because we borrowed from the Chinese to
fulfil our pet dreams like the establishment of the Mattala
Airport. Our thanha has led us to this impasse.
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The message that is being brought out by the actions
of the successive Governments of Sri Lanka is that they
are not moved by principles or pragmatism, only by
military might and pecuniary considerations. It is no
wonder then that, from time to time, citizens of this
country attempt violent revolutions. On a cursory glance
at the Bill, there is no doubt that there would be lack of
transparency in relation to the operations of offshore
banks in the Port City, which would be free from the
purview of the regulatory framework applicable to local
banks. I had no time to study the recommendations of the
Supreme Court in detail, but it is patent that the Bill, as it
is, would enable the evasion of Parliamentary oversight
on public funds and matters taking place within the Port
City would be creating a serious gap in public
accountability. Many Acts of Parliament enacted in the
country would not be applicable to the Port City. The Port
City land has been released from all 14 Tax Acts,
including the Inland Revenue Act. The Government
seems to have been very lavish in telling the Chinese,
“Ask and it shall be given!”

When I was Chief Minister of the Northern Province, I
repeatedly called for the creation of a Chief Minister’s
Fund under the Thirteenth Amendment to help our people
affected by the war and the Government, which refused to
give even such a small power to its Tamil brethren who
have lived together with the Sinhalese in this Island for
thousands of years, have today offered to give the land
and sea off this country to the Chinese who come from
afar.

This Government recently chanted the slogan “One
country, one law”. Where has that slogan gone now? Or
did we mean Chinese law for the whole country? Are we
not mortgaging the future of the people of this country by
piling debt on the shoulders of many generations to
come? Hope this country realizes the tragedy enacted.
The majority community, in order to enslave the Tamils,
went on borrowing from outside to fight the war.

Our politicians and others made hay while the sun
shined, but the stage where we were fast becoming
bankrupt was reached. And here, we are trying to give our
prime land on a platter to our new colonial masters. If
only the Sinhalese leaders, instead of beating the anti-
Tamil drums, sat down to make amends with us Tamils,
we would not have reached this pathetic stage. S.W.R.D.
Bandaranaike who tried to make amends was brutally
killed by a Buddhist monk. The Buddhist monks have
recently met the Governor of the Northern Province and
made sure that she handed over the administration of 13
villages in Mullaitivu to the Mahaweli Authority, which
had always acted contrary to the interests of the
indigenous population of the Northern and the Eastern
Provinces. The Mahaweli Authority has hitherto grabbed
traditional Tamil lands and given to the Sinhalese without
bringing a drop of water to the Mullaitivu District from
the Mahaweli as promised at the time of its establishment.
Very recently, name boards in government departments in
Manal Aru in the Mullaitivu District, which had existed
as "Manal Aru" for centuries, have given first preference

to the Sinhala language to call the village "Weli Oya",
while in the Port City, Sinhala takes second place and
sometimes, no place at all, giving first preference to the
Chinese language. It is funny that the Buddhist monks
are in the forefront in the North and the East to grab
traditional Tamil lands, but in the Western Province, they
are allowing their Veerayas and Surayas to give over our
land to the Chinese on a platter.

The Hon. Members of this House must realize that
we, Tamils of this country, are in complete agreement
with the patriotic Sinhalese in opposing attempts to
compromise the sovereignty of this country. No doubt,
we, the Tamils, are conscious of our identity as a nation
in terms of international law. But, we still belong to this
country; this is, no doubt, our country. We cannot allow
the Government to surrender and mortgage our country to
the Chinese. We need to revert to our former non-aligned
status. Such thoughtless actions can cause permanent
damages to this country, which may become irretrievable.
Let me explain, Sir.

®O §Re8500:8) OB

(oressTfl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTssi)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

®6 8.8, BFesIEgDssT @wnmn

(oreiLyfl@ &.all. ailsGsarsiveurssr)

(The Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran)

Sir, a little of my time was taken by another Hon.
Member. Please give me that time.

Under Clause 6 (1)(i) of the Colombo Port City
Economic Commission Bill, the Commission, for
example, is given a general power to plan, issue and
monitor compliance of permits and authorizations, which
Clause further states, “...notwithstanding anything to the
contrary in any other written law,.....” That is, the power
to create new rights and obligations disregard of the
national law. In other words, it is legislative power in the
strict sense granted to the Commission in violation of the
Sri Lankan Constitution.

Further, Clause 3(5) of this Bill requires the
Commission to obtain the concurrence of the relevant
Regulatory Authority. However, the second proviso of
Clause 3(6) stipulates, I quote:

“The relevant Regulatory Authority from whom such
concurrence is being sought by the Commission, shall as
soon as practicable in the circumstances, as a matter of
priority, provide such concurrence to the Commission.”

©O §Roe8500) OB

(oressTLfl @ HeweVLSTHRIGD o MILILNeTT SjeuTasiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

o0 8.8. BdesTdDssy ®wnmo
(oressryifl@ &.all. allsGarsiveurssr)
(The Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran)
Okay, Sir.
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On the one hand, the Commission is required to obtain
concurrence and on the other, it could compel prompt
concurrence! Thus, the Commission has power to
override national regulatory law at will.

Therefore, it would appear that the Colombo Port City
Economic Commission Bill, as currently drafted, would
be contrary to the Constitution, if passed.

®O § RN BTG

(oreT Ll @ SewevemwSTHIGL 2 DIILNeTT SjeuTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

o0 8.8, 8FexsIdDssy @wmo
(omevsrLil@ &.ail. ailsCesrerveuresr)
(The Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran)

I am finishing up, Sir.

If the Government intends avoiding a Referendum as
prescribed in Article 83 of the Constitution, it should take
the advice of the Supreme Court, redraft the BIll,
circularize it among the Hon. Members, give sufficient
time for them to peruse the new draft and thereafter, have
discussions and take a decision.

OO o806 OIE®0

(oreT Ll @ SewevemwLSTEIGL 2 DILNeTT SjeuTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Plantation)

Hon. Presiding Member, let me remind the learned
Hon. Member of Parliament who spoke before me that it
was the Tamil people who suffered more than the
Sinhalese people during the 30-year civil war in this
country. It was the heroic forces, under the stewardship of
former President Mahinda Rajapaksa and His Excellency
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, the then Defence Secretary, who
liberated this country from the clutches of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam. By that liberation of the country,
the Tamil people benefited more than the Sinhalese
people. The LTTE killed more Tamil leaders than

Sinhalese leaders in this country. So, not only did we
liberated this country from that ruthless organization, but
we will also ensure that development would be imparted
to the people of this country, including to those in the
Northern Province as well under the leadership of His
Excellency President Gotabaya Rajapaksa.
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(omevsTLLll@ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTa6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. M. Udayakumar. You
have five minutes.

[4.28 p.m.]

B 8. ¢¢wm®E Dwmo

(orerLyLll@ 6TiD. 2 HwiGLoTi)

(The Hon. M. Udayakumar)

Hon. Presiding Member, the Colombo Port City
Project has created a lot of arguments among all citizens,
organizations, environmental groups, lawmakers and
many others in the country. At the outset, Sir, [ would like
to say that any new development project should bring
about benefits to the country and its citizens as a whole.
But, at present, the people and we have differences of
opinion about the Colombo Port City Project, which need
proper clarifications. The reclamation of the project was
done through Foreign Direct Investments amounting to
US Dollars 1.4 billion by a Chinese company, the largest
of its kind in Sri Lanka. In return, the company would get
the right to monetize a major portion of the marketable
land, which is largely perceived to be a threat to the
sovereignty of the country. For this reason, we, as
Parliamentarians, need to push the Government to seek
alternative arrangements rather than go for a locked-in
strategy with China for generations under this Project. I
would also like to say that the outlook of the project
might look great, but the concessions granted to that
company and China under this Project look like that the
Government has agreed to give much more benefits to an
outsider to control the entire Project with minimum
benefits to its own citizens.

Sir, even Sri Lanka, like much of the rest of the world,
is still plagued by the COVID-19 pandemic. The nation’s
energy is being sapped by the ongoing controversy over
the Colombo Port City Economic Commission Bill
presented in Parliament. Under the country’s law, every
Bill has to be cleared by the Supreme Court before
Parliament votes on it.

The Government stated before the Supreme Court that
certain amendments are possible and listed out some
specifics. But, the Supreme Court pointed out other
provisions which were more contentious than those.

Along with the Hambantota Port Project, the
Colombo Port City Special Economic Zone also became
a controversy at birth. The Colombo Port City itself faced
a lot of criticism from the time the project kicked off. The
Colombo Port City Economic Commission Bill has
become a very controversial and a sensitive issue in Sri
Lanka. Therefore, the Bill has to be reviewed in that
background. It has become evident that various
provisions of the Bill go against the spirit of the existing
laws, the judicial pronouncement and the socio-political
realities of the nation. To begin with, the Bill provides for
the setting up of the Colombo Port City Commission with
five to seven members as a one-stop decision-maker on
all matters of the Colombo Special Economic Zone. The
Commission is to be a Single Window investment
facilitator. The powers of the Colombo Port City
Economic Commission include clearing of individual
applications for authorized persons to do business in the
Colombo Port City, grant tax breaks, Customs Duty,
VAT, import and export concessions for investors and
exemptions from casinos and gaming laws. No such
investment protection or concession has been available
for the domestic and foreign investors who have been in
business in the country for a long time and with greater
commitment to the country. Sir, unlike under the existing
norms where the Auditor-General is the constitutional
authority to do the audits, private auditors alone can audit
the Colombo Port City Special Economic Zone. For this
reason, the Colombo Porty City is out of bounds for
Parliament and the Parliamentary Committees. So again,
this is a travesty of the existing laws and practices. I
would say that the Bill should ensure that the Special
Economic Zone would be overseen by the Parliamentary
Committees like the COPE and the COPA.

B §Roe85006:8) OB @0

(oressTfl @ HWVDLGTHRIGD 2 L6 Sjeuissir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

@6 O8. el Owm
(orevorLyLfl@ 6T1D. 2 Fwi@GLoTiT)
(The Hon. M. Udayakumar)
I am winding up, Sir.

So, we have to look at the whole issue as a taking
away of the powers of Parliament, the Cabinet and the
Judiciary through this Bill. Through this Bill, the
Government should at least convince the people that the
Special Economic Zone would provide jobs and incomes
to the local population and also involve local suppliers
and enterprises.

Finally, adding to the objections, the Supreme Court
in its Determination on the Colombo Porty City
Economic Commission Bill has concluded that several
Clauses of the Bill are inconsistent with the Constitution.
So, I think this highlights the seriousness of the unlawful
agenda proposed by the Government, which made the



707 2021 &8 19 708

highest court to intervene and make directives to uphold
the Constitution of the country, which is the first in the
history of Sri Lanka.

Let us, as Parliamentarians, abide by the Oath that we
took and act with honesty and integrity for the sake of the
people, reaching for the best solution for the Colombo
Port City Project to benefit our own citizens and not
limiting those only to a few.

Thank you.

@S R0 06e) BTG ®0

(omevsTLLll@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT By6uTa6lrT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Bewd, ©0 (Ov8w) Bedes Bmaden OBD®1. RSO
B398 DB MEHE Bed5HD).
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©0 Dess¥m @R eFeNs OB n@ed O ewlssn ®OBIB.

@0 (eedexs) Cedd 8BGen dnmn

(orepryfl@ (sweug sl sevrplg)) rEuwely LGlyesT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. WEERASUMANA WEERASINGHE left the
Chair and THE HON. WASANTHA YAPABANDARA took the Chair.
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It is an Amendment to Clause 64(2) under Part XV -
Interim Provisions and Investment Protection - of the
Colombo Port City Economic Commission Bill to say,
“Provided however the employees of all such businesses
located outside the Port City should continue to enjoy all
the benefits and safeguards enjoyed by all employees in
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Sri Lanka under the existing laws and regulations of Sri
Lanka itself.” This falls in line with what the Supreme
Court has stated in relation to Clause 37, where they have
stated very clearly that there must be an effort made to
promote the national economy and that really is what we
need to do.

O 0® wenddmw 9e8un WO Beadmn. 0® vmyn god
ced 988 2yemdd ecim OWCH O». wNE, & nEY
Bu® SBw gs Jed &S5ymdd eunm edsIm vy O
OB B350 eumE 0D DBN.

@0 (40008 w) w8 ¢ B Owmo

(wranrflE (sevrBld) anias & fsvsur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

298 8Sedes.
STUPIBSITTT.
rose.

B § RN OIEn®

(oreT Ll @ SewevemwLSTEHIGL 2 DILNeTT SjeuTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva?

@S (89008 3) 08w ¢ BFD Owmmo

(orer e (sTHd) anias & Ssveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana, I have a question for you.
Is the Amendment that you have read out just now a part
of the Amendments to be moved by the Government or is
it a private Amendment you are going to move outside of
the Government’s Amendments?

@S (O0a8 ) Bedes Bmasen Dwmo

(orevsryLil@ (Currdfwir) Fleverw aflgmyevr)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana)

I have proposed it and handed it over and tomorrow, it
will come up.

@0 (49028w) w8 ¢ BFD2 Owmo
(orerflE (seTHd) anias & dsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

We have got it.

@01 (092028 i) Bedes Emaden Owmo
(omrevsryLil@ (Currdfwir) Fleverw aflgmyevr)
(The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana)

Yes, you have already got it.

@S (9028w) w8 ¢ BFD2 Owmo

(orerflE (seTHd) anias & fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

But, I want to know whether the Government is in
agreement with this Amendment.

@0 (992028 w) Bedes Emaden @m0
(wrewryflg (Currdflwi) dsven ailgmresr)
(The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana)

This is a private Amendment.

®O RN VTG n®

(oTeTLLfl@ SewevenwHSTEIGL 2 MIILNESTT SjeuTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana, your time is up.

@S (D908 w) Bedes Emaden Ownmo

(oressryflg (Currdifwi) Sever ailsryesr)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Jeevan Thondaman. You
have eight minutes.

[4.52 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman - State Minister of Estate

Housing and Community Infrastructure)

Hon. Presiding Member, first, I would like to start off
by saying that I am well aware that the Hon. M.
Rameshwaran has been diagnosed with COVID-19. 1
would also like to state that he has been in isolation for
the past 11 days and nobody has come in to contact with
him, despite some accusations which I heard earlier.

Sir, the discussion at hand today is about the Port
City, the main objective of which appears to be
encouraging Foreign Direct Investments in a bid to show
our country as an economic powerhouse in the global
market. First, we must understand that in terms of
economic growth and the rate of growth, we are far
behind some of our neighbouring countries and it is a
very disappointing start. Looking back in history, we
should also understand that we have always relied on our
internal resources and have not paid heed to attract
Foreign Direct Investments to the amount that we should
have. So, with that in mind, the Port City was formulated
in order to drive the economic growth of our nation.

There seems to be an issue with regard to the
authority of the President, which, I feel, needs to be
addressed. You would have seen that during the past few
weeks, there was an issue saying that the President would
be appointing a self-governing body which would do all
the regulation of the Port City and whatnot, making it
seem as though it is a dictatorship, but in reality, that is
not true. I would like to say that His Excellency the
President is someone who was elected by the majority of
the citizens of the country, thereby giving him the trust of
the citizens. Apart from that, the current President is
someone who, based on his merit, has received an
overwhelming majority and who has been evaluated,
judged and decided by the people of Sri Lanka. Other
than that, we, the Ceylon Workers' Congress, as an
aligned party, strongly support the vision of the President
and believe in his firm bid to grow our country.
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We also believe that Parliamentary supremacy will be
upheld as what I am made to believe is that any
Regulations that are going to be put forward in relation to
the Port City have to be passed by Parliament first and if,
in three months, a Regulation is not passed or approved, it
is automatically deemed null and void.

In addition to that, if you look at the population of
youth in Sri Lanka, you would notice, as the Hon. (Dr.)
Seetha Arambepola also mentioned earlier, a brain drain.
We have a lot of skilled and educated youth leaving our
country. The number is alarming as it is close to 100,000
and they are leaving our country in order for better
opportunities in different countries and in global giants. If
that is the case, if we can offer the same opportunities
here in our country, I feel we can find a solution to this
particular issue. We can create jobs not only through
global giants, but also through tech startups and foreign
investments here in our country.

The main objective of the Colombo Port City
Economic Commission Bill is to showcase Sri Lanka to
the entire world as an investment destination and as an
economic hub. We also need to understand that
disagreements are natural because when the country’s
governance is solely based on the ruling party and the
Opposition, the way the disagreements are portrayed
could be different is what I feel. The Port City is coming
up not only to boost Sri Lanka’s economy, but also to
place it on a global scale. If industrialists with an interest
of bringing in FDIs or whatnot see how we argue about
this particular issue, it discourages them, even turning
them back from this particular economic hub. Therefore, I
would like to urge the Hon. Members of this House to put
the country and the nation’s economy above politics
during this pandemic. I strongly agree with what the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition mentioned earlier, that we must
put politics aside and come together as one without
partisanship in between in order to get out of this
pandemic, in short.

Other than those arguments regarding the Port City,
there are many arguments, that it will be a separate entity
and a pseudo-Chinese colony, but those arguments
frankly hold no water.

Since my time is short, I would also like to say that all
those arguments that have been put forth today in this
House by the Hon. Members of the Opposition or
anybody else for that matter against this Port City issue
are the same arguments that had been put forward at the
apex judicial body of this country, which is the Supreme
Court. The Supreme Court has clearly given its opinion,
that if we are to incorporate its Amendments, then we can
rightfully go ahead and I feel that it is the stance of the
Government as well.

Lastly, on an unrelated note, other than that of the Port
City, I would just like to say a few more additional things.
As the Ceylon Workers’ Congress, a party of Indian
origin and a party within the Government, of which I am
the General Secretary, we have expressed our displeasure

and discontent at the non-inclusivity of the Tamil
language in the Port City premises. However, I would
also like to state that we are extremely pleased to inform
this House that we had a discussion with the Hon. Ajith
Nivard Cabraal and he has agreed to resolve that issue
and make sure that there would be no repetition of it. We
hope it would not be a cause to stir up a hornet's nest.
Lastly, Sir, I wish to say a few words in Tamil.

@)0Gurg mrmser Port City upml Cuadlesr@mmid.
IwsLiumm ererGlesiTerr GlFTLLBsuaT RGO, HeuMHeHMF
Qerevedlufl hsHeTCmeir. YeupewmSsally, Fev  efl_wkissT
B maHlermerr. Hsreug, Port City eretrig) premerda@ bLog)
BT 1ge)IenL_w CQUTHeTTSTTI&HmS WL (HID 2 WidHHeTD p(H
project oya @)sLeVTIO6D, HHBLI QT HETTSTT euerTidFwiTesTgi,
LDV WIS S S5 & LD
BLOLHESTEDEIT.  WemVWHSHHIEHEG L (HLOV6V,
OSSN LGHBE@hBSG  LIWLGDISTNSTS g &) ([HdbEGLD.
Port City QarmLiGe o meurdlermaid, g1 brLstraiw
(3)ssTG6BTIT (1

LIWIgYI6TeNG TS S ewow|6losiTy)  [HTesT

BTL_19.657

TEHulley i susmidflewwd S L mwib G,
allLwgewsub Bresr GlFrsedlwirs CeussiT(Rb. uilyid eHLITII
Blewmuw
Gumild Q& TevsTIy (hHSH6T. (B)FI FIDLIBHSHLOTS BT 6763T (3)6ITEWILD
GuaailsensvGlwssTm) Blenpuwil Guir

Fouerts  UlgFflener  FUBSWLTS afleursmidgssir

6T6dT6vTIL_LD
CaliyBbsTTHer. g uDPF GCFTsLVCouatTIg L & ([HEWTLD
B s @ sTarTdh @ eTDUL_(Hearg). puilrib epUT FbL6TL
Ulrdflenesr Qe wr@h epeTmd CFTLIPIYILITGI.
ETewTd eTeireurGloussTmTsy, GusH@ merrdlugl Gamimiw
TTRUFRG  Smesmuile)  GFHemeT  BTBIGET  @)eTmy
QuDMISCHTHSH HHHeTEDTID. GamriLmiseflsy v
Urdflenestasit sThUL G Tedr GFiiub. rF Blmieussmiseaflss
Kupsirer L Bigefley @)eirsnyd Qpuilyid emUmil FbUeTD
sumisliLL_ellvenevQusm CasragGwplilerTigssr. bsLl
Ulrdflenestewws  prmigsst Hrder HeuardhgisGHs Garenwt(d
upbCaTid. BdTemmeiE Ybsl LlrsFflenendsd @ Sy
U (HESITDGI.

B)eiTew g BIeuGredwr wreu L gsled 150 CHmri_mbigsir
QopsTId, Sl
B masHermg). oHs 10 CariLmsemert upml wi (HLbgTer
CuadlesrmrisGer gaily, eewerw GCasriL misewerts ubHBIL

10 GariLmiseafllvgrer Lysflener

Gugeuglsvemev. OtugQuerprev, 140 Gxmiimigseflsy
UrdflenesrGui  @lebeomrwed  uilyth  epumis  Fbuertd
Hlew L& EetTn O\H6iT M) 6T T a1 Fuflsd @ priueuisGer

THMIECBTATE STDTTS6T. BTST WTewTWd GHewn GClFTeLeY
aurailsvemnev. ey, (h ol WHensd dn el (HLdLHeTEme6dT.
BT6T @)bsL LTTTEHLSTDSS D Y BISHLD  cuslsHslsiTGmesr,
SrFwveurSwrs @) wmeSlarCmsir. (B)emeuGwsvsvTd BB
sLb! 9pnHE wererTed g LitienL_ulled Breir ph GGmLD
Fhisaurdl! QFTHHFBIS ST 6TETN) P6STH(HdHSSTDG).

©O §Roe8500) BB

(oressTLfl@ HeweVLSTHRIGD o MILILNeTT Sj6uTesiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

Sir, give me one more minute, please.
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Sir, I would just like to make one more unrelated
point. Today, I witnessed something. There was an
altercation between two individuals, in which one
individual assaulted the other. Not only did he assault the
other individual, but also inhumanly attacked an animal.
This may seem like a small issue to everyone, but the
pictures that I saw had extreme graphic content. The legs
of the dog were chopped off and the head was split into
two. All those were done by that individual. This sort of
barbaric activity, I feel, needs to be changed. We are still
governed by an archaic law, the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Ordinance, adopted in 1907. Therefore, I feel
that an Animal Welfare Bill should be looked at right
after all this.

Thank you for giving me time, Sir.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan.
You have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you. The next speaker is Hon. Asanka
Navarathna. You have six minutes.
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1t being 5.30 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood

adjourned.
Debate to be resumed on Thursday, 20th May, 2021.
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It being 5.30p.m., The HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 10.00 a.m. on Thursday,
20th May, 2021.
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