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The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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The Hon. A. Ajith Kumara Mannapperuma made and subscribed the
Affirmation required by Law, and signed the Book at the Table.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando - Minister of Highways and
Chief Government Whip)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) BILL: DETERMINATION OF
THE SUPREME COURT
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(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I wish to announce the Determination of the Supreme
Court on the Bill titled “Inland Revenue (Amendment)”,
in respect of which petitions have been filed in the

Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the
Constitution.

The Supreme Court has determined that exclusion of
“full-time employee of the taxpayer” from the
applicability of Section 126(5) of the principal enactment
is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution.

The Court further stated that the Bill and its provisions
will cease to be inconsistent with the Constitution and can
be passed by a simple majority in Parliament if Clauses
40 and 47 are amended as stated in the Determination of
the Court.

I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court
be printed in the Official Report of today’s proceedings.

egdndmomod Foesaes
2w BHI0STS L)
Determination of the Supreme Court:

S5.C. (S.D.) Neo. 01/2021, S.C. (S.D.) No. 02/2021 and S.C. (S5.D.) No. 03/2021

“Inland Revenue (Amendment) Bill”

BEFORE -

L.T.B. Dehideniya

A. L. S. Gooneratne

S.C. (S.D.) No. 01/2021
Petitioner

Counsel

Priyantha Jayawardena, P.C.

Judge of the Supreme Court
Judge of the Supreme Court

Judge of the Supreme Court

Raja Nihal Hettiarachchi

K. Kanag-Ishwaran, P.C., with N.R. Sivendran, Shivan Kanag-

Ishwaran, Lakshman Jeyakumar, Aslesha Weerasekara and

N.S. Nishendiran

S.C. (S.D.) No. 02/2021
Petitioner

Counsel

Bar Association of Sri Lanka

K. Kanag-Ishwaran, P.C., with N.R. Sivendran, Shivan Kanag-

Ishwaran, Lakshman Jeyakumar, Aslesha Weerasekara and

N.S. Nishendiran

S.C. (58.D.) No. 03/2021

Petitioner

Pathberiya Appuhamillage Nadecka Suranjana
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Counsel 2 I'aiz Mustapha, P.C., with Faisza Markar, Keerthi
Thillekaratne, Lanknath Pieris and Thusitha
Nanayakkara
Respondent The Attorney-General
Counsel ; Farzana Jameel. P.C., Additional Solicitor-General with N.

Wigneshwaran, Senior State Counsel for the Attorney-

General

Court assembled for hearings at 10.00 a.m. on the 5" of April, 2021 and at 10.30 a.m. on the 7

of April, 2021.

A Bill titled “Inland Revenue (Amendment)” was published in the Government Gazette of 18"

March, 2021 and placed on the Order Paper of Parliament on 26" March, 2021.

The alorementioned petitioners have, by forwarding to this court the petitions on 31% of March,
2021 and 1*" of April, 2021, invoked the jurisdiction of this court in terms of Article 121(1) of the
Constitution to determine whether Clauses 40 and 47 of the Bill are inconsistent with Article 4(c)

read with Article 3 and Articles 11, 12(1), 14(1)(a) and 14(1)(g) of the Constitution,

The Attorney-General was noticed in terms of Article 134(1) of the Constitution. The Additional
Solicitor-General, and the other two learned President’s Counsel for the petitioners, assisted court

in considering the constitutionality of the Bill and the Clauses therein.
The Clauses contained in the Bill secks;

i.  to give effect to the proposals contained in the Budget presented to the Parliament on the
17" of November, 2020 by the Minister of Finance, which was approved by the Parliament,
and

il.  to give clarity to certain sections of the Inland Revenue Act No. 24 of 2017 (hereinafter

referred to as “the principal enactment™).
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Clause 40
Clause 40 of the Bill secks to amend section 126(35) of the principal enactment.
Section 126(5) of the principal enactment states as follows;

“Where a return or part of a return was prepared for reward by some other person,
including by an approved accountant, other than a full-time employee of the

taxpayer, that other person shall also sign the return.” [Emphasis added]
Further, Clause 40 of the Bill states as follows;

“Section 126 of the principal enactment is hereby amended in subsection (5) of that
section, by the substitution for the words “prepared for reward by, of the words

“prepared, filled or assisted to prepare or fill for a payment by”.
[Emphasis added)

Learned President’s Counsel for the petitioners submitted that the principal enactment and the
other Clauses of the Bill have used the words “any other person™. However, Clause 40 of the Bill
has used the words “some other person”. It was submitted that such inconsistency could lead to

ambiguity, and thus the said Clause is arbitrary and in violation of Article 12(1) of the Constitution.

It was further submitted that Clause 40 of the Bill which amends section 126(5) of the principal
enactment excludes “a full-time employee of the taxpayer ™ from the application of the said Clause.
Such exclusion and/or classification is arbitrary, capricious, and in violation of Article 12(1) of the

Constitution.

Furthermore, it was submitted that Clause 40 of the Bill will have serious implications for
employees of persons and companies providing tax consultancy services, including Attorneys-at-
Law providing consultancy services on tax matters. Thus, it was submitted that the said Clause
violates the freedom to engage in any lawful occupation or profession enshrined in Article 14(1)(g)

of the Constitution.

For the reasons stated above, the learned President’s Counsel for the petitioners submitted that

Clause 40 of the Bill is inconsistent with Articles 12(1) and 14(1)(g) of the Constitution.

1482
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Clause 47
Clause 47 of the Bill secks to add a new section 1904 to the principal enactment.
Clause 47 states as follows;

“The following new scction is hereby inserted immediately after section 190 of the

principal enactment. and shall have effect as section 190A of that cnactment: -
Section 190A.

"Any auditor, tax practitioner, tax advisor or approved accountant other than a

full-time employee of the taxpayer who-

(a) prepares, fills or certifies or assists in preparing, filling or certifving the
tax returns, accounts, records, appeals and objections or any other
document or information to furnish to the Commissioner-General; and

(b) intentionally disregards or fails to take reasonable care in discharging
the professional duty, or fraudulently prepares and certifies such
document or information or deliberately misinterprets any provision of
this Act or any other Act administered by the Commissioner-General,

or any reculation, rule or order made thercunder.

commits an offence under this Act, and on conviction after summary trial before a
Magistrate, be Tiable 1o a fine not exceeding one million rupees or to imprisonment
of either description for a term not exceeding six months or for a prohibition order

preventing him from practicing in such capacity, ", [Emphasis added)

Learned President’s Counsel for the petitioners submitted that some of the words used in Clause
47 ol the Bill are vague and indefinite. It was further submitted that the term “approved
accountant” has been dehined in section 195(1) of the principal enactment, Iowever, the terms
“auditor ", “tax practitioner” and “tax advisor ” have not been defined in the principal enactment.

Hence, it was submitted that the use of such words that are not defined would lead to ambiguity

and may result in discrimination in the interpretation of such words and in the application of the
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said section. Therefore, including such words in the said Clause violates the equal protection of

the law enshrined in Article 12(1) of the Constitution.

F'urther, it was submitled that the words “other than a full-time employee of the taxpayver”™ in
Clause 47 of the Bill excludes the applicability of the said Clause to full-time employees of the
taxpayers. Such classification is arbitrary, capricious, and in violation of Article 12{1) of the
Constitution, as a classification can only be applied in relation to the imposition of taxes or giving

of concessions to persons and objects of the State.

Moreover, it was submitted that Clause 47 of the Bill is applicable to the preparation of tax appeals
and objections, and the restrictions placed on such matters by the said Clause would in effect deter

the freedom of expression enshrined in Article 14(1)a) of the Constitution,

Further, it was submitted that the words “prohibition order preventing him from practicing in such
capacity” in Clause 47 of the Bill. permanently disbars a person from engaging in a lawful
occupation or profession of his choice. Such a punishment is disproportionate and cruel, and

therefore violates Article 11 of the Constitution,

Moreover, even Atlorneys-al-Law are engaged in providing consultancy services on tax matters.
However, the jurisdiction of disciplinary control of Attorneys-at-Law, is exclusively vested with
the Supreme Court in terms of the Rules promulgated by the Supreme Court under Article
136(1)(g) of the Constitution. Therelore, the vesting of the said jurisdiction on the Magistrate’s
Court by Clause 47 of the Bill is an erosion of the judicial power of the Supreme Court, and
therefore it was submitted that the said Clause violates Article 4(c) read with Article 3 of the

Constitution.

Therefore, the learned President’s Counsel for the petitioners submitted that Clause 47 of the Bill
is inconsistent with Article 4(c) read with Article 3. and Articles 11, 12(1), 14(1) (a) and L4(1Wg)

of the Constitution,

When the court assembled for further hearing of the petitions on the 7% of April, 2021, the
Additional Solicitor General who appeared for the Attorney-General, following the cursus curiae
set out in 8.C. (S.D.) No, 06/2002 and 5.C. (S.D.) No. 8172020 o 5.C. (5.D.) No, 392020,
submitted to court that the Cabinet of Ministers have approved amendments to Clauses 40 and 47
of the Bill. Copies of the said proposed amendments were handed over to the learned President’s

Counsel for the petitioners and to court.

1486
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Said proposed amended Clauses 40 and 47 of the Bill are reproduced below;
Clause 40-

“Where a return or a part of return was prepared for a payment by any person,
including by an approved accountant, such person shall certify separately
specifying the extent to which he was involved in the preparation of such return
and specify the documents examined by him and the information relied upon by
him. Such certification shall be submitted along with the return and the said

certification shall be deemed to be part and parcel of the said return.”
Clause 47-
“Any person who fraudulently;

(a) prepares any document or information, or

(b) certifies a document

1o be furnished to the Commissioner General of Inland Revenue, commits an
offence under this Act, and on conviction after summary trial before a Magistrate,
be liable to a fine not exceeding One Million Rupees or to imprisonment of either

description for a term not exceeding six months.”

Learned President’s Counsel for the petitioners submitted to court that the abovementioned
proposed new Clauses 40 and 47 of the Bill would address the aforementioned objections raised

on behalf of the petitioners, and are consistent with the Constitution.

Thereafler, the remaining Clauses of the Bill were examined by court with the assistance of the
Additional Solicitor-General and the other two learned President’s Counsel who appeared for the

petitioners.

Principles applicable to the Bill

It is an established principle that, in fiscal legislation, the Legislature has the greatest freedom of

classification in imposing liability and granting concessions, and such classification in imposing
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liability or granting concessions have not been held to be inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the

Constitution,

In 8.C (5.D.) No. 02/2005. which considered the Value Added Tax (Amendment) Bill, this court

observed;

“This Court has consistently held that in revenue matters in making classifications for
granting of concessions and imposing liabilities, there is a wide discretion. These measures
are taken not only to raise resources necessary for the State but also to direct economic

activities properly, for the general welfare of the society.

On this premises, it has been held that revenue measures sought to be introduced by any
Bill would not generally be considered as inconsistent with Article 12 of the Constitution

unless they are manifestly unreasonable or discriminatory.” [Emphasis added)

Further, the former Constitutional Court in relation to the Finance Amendment Act of 1978

(Decisions of the Constitutional Court of Sri Lanka (Volume V1) 1978) observed;

“In taxation matters even more than in other fields it is well established that the legislature
has the greatest freedom in classification. In deciding whether a taxing law is
discriminatory or not it is necessary to bear in mind that the State has a wide discretion in
selecting the persons or objects it will tax and that a statuie is not open to attack on the
ground that it taxes some persons or objects and not others. It is only when within the range
of its selection the law operates unequally that it cannot be justified on the basis of any

valid classification.’

A similar observation was made in S.C. (8.D.) No. 03/1980, in relation to the Inland Revenue

(Amendment) Bill, which is reproduced below;

“[...] This is, however, fiscal legislation and it is a matter for the Legislature to decide
what consideration relating to the amelioration of hardship or to the interests of the
economic progress of the people should be given effect to. Presumably, this provision
is sought to be enacted on the basis of economic consideration in respect of which the

decision must largely be lefi to the Legislature in view of the inherent complexity of

fiscal adjustment of diverse elements that requires to be made."”

1490
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Further, in P.M.Ashwathanarayana Setty v State of Karnataka (1989 Supp (1) SCC 696) the

Supreme Court of India observed;

“Though other legislative measures dealing with economic regulations are not outside
article 14, it is well recognised that the State enjoys the widest latitude where measures
of economic regulations are concerned. These measures for fiscal and economic
regulations involve an evaluation of diverse and quite often conflicting economic
criteria and adjustment and balancing of various conflicting social and economic
values and interests. It is for the State to decide what economic and social policy it
should pursue and what discriminations advance those social and economic policies.
In view of the inherent complexity of these fiscal adjustments, courts give a larger
discretion to the legislature in the matter of iis preferences of economic and social

policies and effectuate the chosen system in all possible and reasonable ways.”

Thus, in considering the objections raised by the learned President’s Counsel for the petitioners,
we are of the opinion that the use of the words “some other person” in Clause 40 of the Bill,
which is different to the words used in the principal enactment and the other Clauses of the
Bill, would change the structure of the principal enactment. Moreover, the lack of uniformity
between the Bill and the principal enactment would lead to ambiguity in the interpretation and

enforcement of the Act.

Further, it is pertinent to note that the exclusion of “a full-time employee of the taxpayer” from the
applicability of section 126(5) of the principal enactment, was not an amendment brought by
Clause 40 of the Bill. In terms of Article 80(3) of the Constitution, once a Bill becomes law, the
validity of an Act or a provision of the Act, cannot be inquired into, pronounced upon or called

into question by a court or tribunal,

However, the said sub-Article 80(3) of the Constitution does not act as a bar in examining the
constitutionality of a section in an Act already passed by Parliament when such a section is
proposed to be amended, as such an amendment could change the entire complexion and effect of
the existing section in an Act. Nevertheless, such an approach docs not extend to amendments

relating to typographical or grammatical errors.

Itis clear from the above observations made in the aforementioned determinations, that in revenue

matters, the State has a wide discretion in selecting the persons or objects to impose tax or to grant
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concessions, and such matters will not be inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution which
provides for the equal protection of the law unless they arc manifestly unreasonable or
discriminatory. However, a classification shall not be made to exclude liability of persons who
perform services to taxpayers. Thus, the exclusion of “a full-time employvee of the taxpayer” from
the applicability of section 126(5) of the principal enactment will not be captured within the scope

of the aforesaid principle, and is therefore inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution.

However, the new proposed Clauses 40 and 47 of the Bill have removed the aforementioned

inconsistencies with the Constitution.

We have examined the provisions of the Bill and are of the opinion that, upon the suggested
amendment being effected, the Bill and its provisions will cease to be inconsistent with the
Constitution. We accordingly determine that upon such amendment being given effect to, the

provisions of the Bill will not be inconsistent with the Constitution.

In the circumstances, the Bill can be passed by a simple majority in Parliament.

/4 2, 4 5 =T xw"(‘,y—‘t
Priyantha -8 awzﬁt)ena. PiCs
Judge of the Supreme Court

AN bs——

oA

L.T.B. Dehideniya,

Judge of the Supreme Court

-

v

A.L.S. Gooneratne,

Judge of the Supreme Court
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(The Hon. Speaker)

208Be®@sIned #%dd Bewivw 140 ymcd OB
208Ee®Tned sgPDB w¥rdide nE owde RBIO Béhe
%08 50@0EwO 2020 w8m®8 0808 8» ©'88xsT »H®
W05 C1@ 8Eed®sin 5 o ©oh Edoxsin wmo
eDHD0 8Bed®xin ©YE oo (wddw) »3B a®dydwe
8w ©'88x5 »H® WO CIB PO EEed RO ¢53ON
MO oS,

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, you may make your
statement now.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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asked the Minister of Industries:

(a) Is he aware that the handloom textile centres
which have been established in Sri Lanka directly
and indirectly contribute towards the national
production, while generating a substantial number
of employment opportunities?

(b) Will he inform this House, separately, of the
number of -

() main centres, sub-branches and domestic
centres, out of the handloom textile centres
currently functioning in Ratnapura District;
and

(i) the main centres, sub-branches and
domestic centres that have been closed
down by now?
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(c)  Will he also inform this House -

() the factors that contributed towards the
closure of the centres mentioned in (b) (ii)
above; and

(i) the number of individuals who lost their
employment consequently?

(d)  Will he further inform this House -

(1) the annual turnover of the handloom textile
centres that are functioning in Kolonna
Divisional Secretary's Division; and

(if)  the institution with the authority to monitor
these centres?

() Ifnot why?
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asked the Minister of Tourism:

(@)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the address where the Ministry of Tourism
is located at present;

(i) the monthly rent paid for the building used
as the premises of the Ministry; and

(iii)  whether measures will be taken to shift the
Ministry premises to a building owned by
the Government?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Youth and Sports:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the amount of money allocated for the year
2019 to develop athletics in Sri Lanka;

(i) the amount allocated for the government
schools, out of the aforesaid sum; and

(iii) the amount of money allocated for the
improvement of athletic skills of the school
-leavers, out of the amount stated in
aforesaid (i);

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(1) whether steps have been taken to draw up
plans to direct the school sportsmen
towards achieving international victories in
athletics; and

(it)  if'so, of aforesaid steps?
(c)  Will he further inform this House-

(1) whether Sri Lankan  Government is
involved in the administration and
development affairs of Sri Lanka Athletics
Association and the other affiliated
associations; and

(i) if so, of the manner in which the
Government is involved?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of schools operated under the
North-Central Province situated within
Anuradhapura District;

(ii) the names of such schools;

(iii)) the number of teacher vacancies existing in
those schools at present; and

(iv) the numbers of vacancies according to each
subject?



1515 2021 geyc 09 1516

(b) Will he also inform this House what course of
action will be taken by the Ministry to fill those
vacancies?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Susil Premajayantha - State Minister of

Education Reforms, Open Universities and Distance

Learning Promotion)
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asked the Minister of Public Services, Provincial
Councils and Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House of the steps that will be
taken to upgrade the Pradeshiya Sabhas in
Batticaloa District, of which the majority of the
representatives are Tamil nationals, to the level of
urban councils?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Youth and Sports:

(a)  Will he admit that National Youth Corps Training
Centres have been established for the development
of skills of the youth in Sri Lanka?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of National Youth Corps
Training Centres established in Sri Lanka;

(i) whether either the district basis or the
Divisional Secretary's Division basis has
been taken into consideration when
establishing those centres;

(iii) the approximate number of youths who
leave the aforesaid centres annually after
completing their training;

(iv) whether there is a programme to employ the
youths who successfully complete the
training; and

(v) if not, whether a formal programme will be
formulated to help them make their future
successful?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Tourism:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he is aware that Arugum Bay
beach, a popular tourist destination, is
among the top ten surf spots in the world;
and

(ii) if so, the reasons why Arugum Bay had not
been declared as a tourist zone up to now?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that there are not
enough infrastructure facilities in Arugam
Bay, to which a large number of tourists
arrive; and

(i)  if so, the steps that will be taken to provide
sufficient infrastructure facilities for
tourists?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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Next, the Hon.  Shanakiyan  Rajaputhiran
Rasamanickam to raise a Question of Privilege.

DOyewae : Wovened Bewes ¢ SResme
Aptiyfleww: CUIFRF HBHHBITHeWD L5 M6V
PRIVILEGE: VIOLATION OF FREEDOM OF SPEECH

O BB 35T CoxsyyBOBT Gres@r€ntm® Owmo
(orevrLLll@ FrewTdhaIWesT TTERLES TesT @) T TessldheLh)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Speaker, I actually wanted to raise this as a
Question of Privilege rather than just getting up and
behaving like a hooligan in this House. So, Sir, let me
raise my Question of Privilege now.

Sir, I hereby wish to bring to your attention that my
Privilege in relation to freedom of speech was violated on
the 08th of April, 2021 by the comments made by the
Hon. Shehan Semasinghe in his speech, which I have
attached to my Question of Privilege. I wish the culprit
was here. He was here a little while ago, but now, he has
left the Chamber.

The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe mentioned my name
and the name of the political party I represent a few times
in his speech on 08th April, 2021. The Hon. Member
made references to the speech I made on the 07th of
April, 2021 in the House and it violated my Privileges as
a Member of Parliament. In his speech, he mentioned that
I should be questioned by the Criminal Investigation
Department regarding a matter that was referred to in my
speech. I would like to state that as a Member of
Parliament, it is well within my Privilege to express my
thoughts in this House without fear.

I would like to urge the Hon. Speaker to take stern
action against the Hon. Member of Parliament for
violating my Privilege of speech. The Hon. Shehan
Semasinghe has taken my Privileges as an MP quite
lightly, and this matter should be dealt with utmost
importance and [ would like to urge the Hon. Speaker to
take severe action against him, who should learn to
respect parliamentary traditions, and this should not set a
precedent for other Members. I would also like to request
the Hon. Speaker to expunge his statement from Hansard
and take stern action against the Member to ensure that
we are truly committed to democratic values in this
House under your leadership and guidance.
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Sir, you know that our party has been registered since
1949. How dare he says that we represent different
sentiments! He has the freedom to express his views. But,
how dare he says that I should be taken to the Criminal
Investigation Department! Sir, this is a bad precedent that
is being set because they are trying to villainize Tamil
Parliamentarians here. As soon as the Hon.
Gajendrakumar Ponnambalam gets up to speak, they try
to villainize him. We should have the Privilege to speak
in this House under your leadership. If you think that we
should not speak, please let us know. Then, we might as
well give our time to somebody else, let somebody else
speak. Because as soon as we speak, we are villainized,
we are branded as people who represent a different
ideology. 1 mean, that is what democracy is about. We
should be allowed to come here and express ourselves
without fear or oppression. Has this Hon. Member, by
saying that, been playing to the gallery? Sir, I beg you to
take stern action against him.

OO DIBNWBDR O

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, we will look into that matter.

B0 BB BB GosyTB BT Goes@odnTm® o
(orerLll@ FranTdalweT rTeysSlreT &)rrewreanidsib)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, he is not a first-time MP. I think this is the second
or the third time that he has been in Parliament. So, he
should be given a strong message so that nobody else in
this House violates our Privilege of speech in this House.

Thank you, Sir.

@S B8O ® Gmoxst Owmo
(oreryflg Heuenmesrio Fpfgreir)
(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan?
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(The Hon. Speaker)

All right. Thank you. I will look into that.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Speaker, I am a Member of the Committee on
Ethics and Privileges. In fact, in the Committee also we
spoke about this issue. The conduct of Hon. Members of
Parliament in the course of debates, when another fellow
Hon. Member is on his feet, is, quite honestly, just
appalling. When you are in the Chair, Sir, you, to some
extent, make an effort to maintain the decorum of the
House. But, Sir, to raise a point of Order just to prevent
another Hon. Member from expressing an opinion is
outrageous because it comes to a point where Parties such
as ours, which only has about six or seven minutes to
speak, cannot even make a point.

So, the Hon. Speaker must take a firm position on this
and must intervene and ask the other Hon. Members who
take the Chair to insist on an Hon. Member who wishes
to raise a point of Order to cite the Standing Order under
which it is being raised. If no such Standing Order is
mentioned at the very outset, that Hon. Member must be
asked to sit down. Otherwise, speakers cannot make a
point.

Sir, the second matter is about the Jaffna Mayor who
has been arrested by the TID. I am not a fan of the Jaffna
Mayor; he was a former member of our Party. But, I can
tell you that the attempt by the Government to try and
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portray him as trying to resurrect the LTTE police force is
preposterous! Under the Municipal Councils in various
parts of the country, including Colombo, there are various
sections created for issuing parking tickets. Like that,
various things are done. So, for a person who has created
such a section under the Municipal Council and allowed
those employees to wear a light blue or dark blue uniform
to be accused that he is reviving the LTTE is
preposterous, Sir. If this is not political victimization, I do
not know what it is.

And I can tell you, Sir, that I am not a fan of the
Mayor, I have no reason to defend him. What this
Government is doing is, it is just going beyond the pale
by any stretch of imagination of something of political
victimization; quite the contrary, this is fascism, Hon.
Speaker and 1 say it with responsibility. You are
militarizing the country on one hand, you are creating
racism on the other hand and now you are preventing any
form of other opinion. This is nothing but fascism and
you must stop this. A Senior Member such as the Hon.
Dinesh Gunawardena is here. My God! Look at the state
of this country. You must stop this. This is just not on,
Hon. Speaker.
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(orerLfl@ FUTHTWST S)6uTs6T)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Ponnambalam.
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(oressryfl@ of.ef. GluTeiTedridLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Speaker, if I may just suggest that if a Member is
raising a false point of Order, time must be taken off
from that Side. The moment some sort of steps like that is
taken, you will find even the Whip controlling his
Members from conducting themselves in that way. At the
moment, what is happening is that anyone can get up and
disturb a Member on his feet and get away with it all.
There is no penalty that such outrageous behaviour
entails.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Foreign and

the Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Sir, I got up-[Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

O ®OBNEDROB, wedl «osed v
6D mR® god 8y evg OTFOGIBTO 00RO e 0Dy
WO @, god BEO O5IFOdewn dn® Bwnm BBwd
3u0 DD N0 edstery »w B OO O
B 91 ¢sd ®OD OB 9@ dudd® m® DD
e 00 mJ 8 Beadmo.

OO DOIBTNBDHR O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

O BB ydmr e oy, 9 O8I n®s.

@O0 BrBBWRBET GBSy FBIE @O OIS,
RIH® 988u1 OB WIS Tw BBBIB).

O BB B5T CoxsyyBOBY Cres®@r€ntm® Owmo

(omevsrLyifl@ FremTdhdlwet TTELSSresT @)TTFLoTentdasin)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

OO DOITNEDROB, WY Den® BDed BwEs @ Bwm
O ©8 oy 073, Dused 3w gudn peds) sWeved
@0 9T, T Beso OO & 5O BwsTesy syHr.

B0 DOINIHROB, & Bustm Bod e®@m8. Hod@ae
©®0 BIBBOS RO VWO gsd WS WO GV,
ePen® Bowis Eed “mm Bewd8mwsIO- [P
BBOH] @ arrest O & OB BE ©O @@HIBT
ef®8.n G ¢ OBn® BODs. Jaffna Mayor e@imoog



1539 2021 gogd 09 1540

DO Bedsteony? ©0; ONBHBOB, el O DO
81000 ey BE @00 uniform ¢ enx SO OB,
O & B8wd BE ©00 uniform Omzd- [Pl BBO]
eeR0 BB, womed oR3! c@ume  ©0
DOBNEDHROB, oo gu¥n »FFDE? On® lawyer
EWEDR. [Pio BBO] 0® OEn@r BwmrDo- [P BE®)

®O DIIBNWBDB O
(oreT Ll @ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)
©0 OIEn®. & ydmre 0dm® owxim. Now we have
agreed on that.

®0 Losvd endidr Swmo

(oreryllg HCBerreig @snrouigeo)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OO DOIBNBDROB, O @wy WICH® O ©o 8.8.
0BIDHOICO OB@iT gwE), ©d; DoFE BEOEBNCHY
OB avwEe 90 cfnded . O OFIEROA,
2ed J¥e & 00nedry amvd®nas o Bw BEedn v,
o5z Bwdd o1 IRV ¢ ® eemmd®. vy I
YEHGOE VIS Fed. ®ed 8y 0 VW BwEsY
CoSYT RO Co@rBdm® OIEn® § oo Bewe
sved ©ddh ©0Emern. O OTEHROB, wdRS
9080053 OB WO owd. VIR & sFWsvews? EIY
50D 938 mSevm DR OB,

B0 BB BB GosyyTFB BT Goes@dnTm® o
(orerLll@ FramTdalweT rTeysSlreT &)rrewrenidsib)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
®O7 BWIBNWBDDDB-

@0 Lexld endids Swmo

(oreryllg HCBewreig @ enreuigeo)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(oTenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

We all have agreed to have a serious discussion on this
matter. So, we will take up this matter later

OO @%sTedOsT YyrrsTe Ownmo

(omevsryLl@ BegmesrervL 63T LIT6ESTTIHGI)

(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

Hon. Speaker, I will make a clarification on the matter
that the Hon. Rasamanickam has raised now, after the
Hon. Mujibur Rahuman makes his remark.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
Hon. Speaker.

OO DAIBNWBDR O
(oTeTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Ponnambalam?
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

The other point of Order that I want to raise is that I
am a recognized Party Leader. When it comes to the
Committee on Parliamentary Business, the relevant
Standing Order specifies a specific number of Members
that that particular Committee can accommodate. As a
result, my Party, the Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran’s Party, the
Hon. (Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero’s Party and the
future UNP cannot be accommodated in the Meetings of
the Committee on Parliamentary Business at the moment.
So, I think if the Government and the Opposition agree,
the Standing Orders can be changed so that the number of
Members in that Committee would reflect the actual
composition of this Parliament. [ am an independent Party
Leader. We do not have any association with the TNA or
any other Party that is represented in that Committee. So,
if we are not made a member of that Committee-

OO DOIBTNBDR O

(orewrLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Alright. I will consider that matter and try to invite all
of you.

©0 Lesvd endidm Bwmo

(oressryifl @ SCevreis @ swrouiHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Hon. Speaker, if I may answer, the number of
Members was once increased. The Opposition got an
increase as a result of that decision of yours to increase
the number of Members in the Committee on
Parliamentary Business. Surely, the first priority should
have gone to a Party which is not represented. It is not
our decision. It is a decision of the Opposition.

@ 8.8, 023053500 E® Owvmn
(oressryfl@ of.e8. GuTeiTedTidLISVLD)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
Yes, but-

O Lesvd endiRn Swvmo

(orevrfl@ HCBesrey @ 6evTeumGeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

But the Opposition nominated another SJB Member
to the Committee. I do not object to that. But, the
Opposition nominated another SJB Member. The only
way out is to discuss and resolve this.

@O QBNBD O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWSEST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

That is right. So, we will have an open discussion on
this matter and see what we could do.

@0 8.8, 020535 0DR® wnn

(oressrfl@ of .of. GluTsiTesTidLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Speaker, there are other Parties represented in
the SJB also, because the reality today is that there are
major coalitions that have come to Parliament. Within the
SIB, there are several Parties. Even within the
Government, there are so many coalition partners.
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(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I agree with you. We will get all the persons
concerned into it.
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(orenrfl@ of.e8. GursiTesribLISVID)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
Thank you.

®0 §ERE 59 azT Owmn

(wrehr i@ wpeflyi ram=iorsir)

(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

OO DOIBNIDROB, O DD R0 ¢5IBN0 BHAHE.

0O ©® WICemw @ VIRed DLW ©w
DO, Bedversi® RIS eyesd B gdE%dE
geyoes? 8O8s RIned mbuse 9f WIT® g
OSIBOC BN »HO WS Bedm AD ¢8 ¢x¥mdo. vyBw
28Be®@sTn w8 Dded? OO gemesd »Ogn OB
0o d 50DOEWO gwry BeFHe® Bewddmw mer. &
ey OSIFOCIsIed gdmWd ©wd RBIO wcwo &
RIN®O 0® Wmdeme Bemn. 38 DO OO WD
@200 68®H0 gdEMOE "eDE® 9dd8" BwEr Om ©50®
mike oz off momr. S oo, BT Hewo.
D380 WD gdws’ BEILO mved BBvwnl, drndent
B e e 80 Chairmen’s Panel dexf £o8 O e
evfocsied  @dumw e ®oOEm BHw O
RI&eosy 9EE 8300,

B0 DIBNBHD S

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

IR Bwsy s 3. HY mes BEIe ddune
90O Bedmo.

@S 88 5oz Oz
(oredrifl@ wpedlyi rom=iomsir)
(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)
I D, OO DOIBNEHROB.

OO DBNBHD S

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

DY ed ®CE O DG 0§ WIE
©250edE 6@ D& »OYR ®OBIesT.

®0 §ERE Yoy Oz

(orairiflg wpedlyi ram=iorsir)

(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

B0 DOIZNBDROB, ©° F» BEvxTmHD. O VD90
Besiesd »DO gdws’ BB @8 eI B8, ®DD
OO @O O ©00® mike O off wosTm Owo
BosIs.

OO DAIBNWBDR O
(oTeTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

o0 & 9EE® m»IxTH®.

1542

®O @%53e05T yrrsig Dwmo

(oresrLyfl@ CeamedrervL_sir LITETTHSI)

(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

OO ®ONBHROB, PWmEYd ST me Bewdsmra
WO BB BsY oByTBIE Cres@iedm® OIEneH
B0, "wedt) vved OBFOGHIO mD OB @D
ecstery oy Do 0@ 8Be@xndd o Jay »®
OFOCeeRO® g8 sg@B @ nB» FBE® ®S BIOD
gDED P ¢BIvn. & Bw 0unddwus’o, mr O
BEYTE @wd »3wims BEnO; e¢simds edE® Craeoed
. 88 el sFved vi® ememWOO gDEND E@o
¢BIoN. el BWBe eONeDE 9gm® DORe®s & Ba
Bemds. ©® & mdems »Ysionsieldd ©n »OBIH
mOBE. & Ded® duFved »YINTeEEID ©DEID
Creadmnd hed el gwed eDED CedsTesy By e®ime,
ged ol swved OFHOC0 IwBw vemmE @BIHo.
Bwwd 60 w» Bwuwd 40 Doews’ HO8 eDE® edesIess.

©0T O5IEROB, BIR® e -dO v B OO
Ry eEd8W i HOBARS BHOD Becr H®
BODs. & D10d® wsmred DHHCEBBD® o IS
B WE. BIBBEE HOHEBBRD o Bwideed &I
2EO®. & 0E€®eds’ g, "ag omE8ed
GosmBes »HOS wde mOsTen’, e® ced BBw omd?"
Bec. BBe HuodoOm 8w gnd. 8FO38 nundics 5108
el ¢ned 8 BudOm Heoed emenI®e, eBBw
Boos®m Hoed emew®e Bwes a8 cudm. emE8ed
GosmB8 99 RBe® dcw ©ddd RZeo B
DHOHBBOJewnd @8 b e¢stes’ oY Bem OB
B0 0Dneds B1EED 950 DeoRe®sT Bwumdl. &
g8dd  08med F mdme Bdedy SuFeved
Bntedcied O5IFOcews.

OO BIBHBBBY Gy IBOEY Cres@reBH® O5IEROSA,
RN BODs, VAR @ LD vEIm Bw, 8BFsen
WO B 0@y OB coeds ¢ OBnS BOD
B3, DI & D SFE o BIwo. VD@0 e0edzm @S¢
25 ywde 8@ITVO emE HBCEE o mog Gedyd.
RIR® BOD, "e¢OB ywidwrw @iRHY® DOmD" Bwe.
OG0 OTEROB, VIS 0® EEe®NEDd DIYWILDED
00 @D W WmOTTesy AD & wdeme Owd BBsY
Besim. 00 ovd dowts B0 BedxsI» ;. ©©
RIS @G WO, RIS I»> I VIS
esed®Bm0 ®od owie Opoeww. OO MOIBNEDROSA,
"B 0 e® @edRd ywidws 8D WO ©m&
@DEIeD BOBID 1Dt ¢rTest By Bem Om 0@y HI®
doeng ymrweme! & Bw eawis’ ed®8m e Ciss
OB 0 evedwEmDO BOD e@NB edDED 98 e¢sim
@%¢ BN BBE. ®O OTEHOB, :8Bed@xIned DIywe
Oen® 0808 WOBTD) O, OB em0RT; B D IO
I gog F0OE Burtm. mYe o wcy® »ostesy
Bsco CID 920 885 s @&Ees @svm. Sm» @m®
@e8. BHO® 0dfest ¢ gerd edBw DHHOwWD
eDdD od. guns Bwu, B0 mesieon (O BwEd
On® BDed.

OO OIBNBHD S

(orenTfl@ FUTBTWSET S)euiTds6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0T B0 &S OTEn®ed Doy ydmw 983sxsy
DOBID).



1543 2021 geyc 09 1544

B BB B BB GosyTIBSBY Goes@rdnTm® o

(oreirLLll@ FrenwTdalweT Ty s TeT )T Tentdsib)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

O DONEDROB, Bed O Bwihey Bewo ©
Brndes ecsis.

OO0 @5HsIEOT Y5 HOBAROH, PO Bwy WD
VIR e B3w B VIR BDD. #OBHOA, ©©
OO BDed, wwdst wiged 20150 mEx »O, I» evfn
5H® e®ew® ecuw 928 gruoned edxIm YOO BwEed.
HOBROB, 157 0® BEIAC O» B NE® eversiess,
00 Buwy od RINOTIE® justify mdmdr dved egws.

@bt wiged 20150 »EsT BwEr e® o wwd ne
©8®»J qw RO OO ABOeDd, Im guFd »HO® ¢’ B3®
®YS ewd insurgentsco 20252 attack om0 geom@0
5imHdae ¢lest onwr Bwm Om Snod. Im Owa,
HOBROB. gomn e e@mB. O® DoywIdEO §do
eDE @008 m meg. 1949 ger, 8.9, edunsne®m
0B, IL.0IED.E.8. IeBtosnem OB,
Do NGD BB end & Buey Buog ecrned D168
O BeHs’ OB OO BrNd (VWD EEIW WDIOE WEH.
g »%Ned owd emduw glenm & wdasind CID
s3Fs e mosTe @nw Bws &, o ¢ @Bn@ Gallery
OO ¢ ¢y v mD weg. Im 91088 oY, O® dend®
e¢wn BDDI 5O -

OO DIBNWBDR O

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

»8, ohew® &nAB. That is enough. You have
conveyed your message.

B @%53ed05T yrrsig Owmo

(omevsryLl@ BegmesTervL 63T LIT6STTIHGI)

(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

B0 DOIZNBDROB, On®r BwmrDs, OO »E D OIed
@8 emluw gldevm Yew® Bwuwmdr BwEr. OR®ed
DD OO gnerm HIw. ©d OTEHOH, IS Bwm
88w0 20150 giesEE w8y vigdr O, IR®s sedw
08000 B8 & o BOed mFer ¢B?7 w8
Beadmrdr »H®, DOBO ¢gn D1cos OBOJwr 8RO AIH®s
CID o0 88Cc @® @®axidewsy 5(8wE mJdc, &
0’8 98ur wmosTery myery 8?7 Sgwd VIR BOD,,
Ben® Hewo 5O asy attack O 959 gOdsY BwEe. Jm
91088, derv® BwusIm O, VIS ©J; eV ©wEOBH
Cots OB edIctN WOBID), LI E¢BH GEE OB
BeEr. 000 08?7 WO OB e On
emdmnesiesy. I 08 g’n. D1gon OIBOcwr ¥wSwd
RIN® OB 0D OB Oen. a8 VIO W @BAB. &8
VI WS v, VIR B0 D& 88 edsIH,
0 ®mHBIO Buiesy und. ©8 0Bed®n 80w mad
o5ID.

OO DIBNBHD O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Speaker, just give me a minute. [ will -
[Interruption.]

OO DOIBTNWBDHD O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Rasamanickam, we will take it up later. -
[Interruption.] We will take it up later. Even the Hon.
Mujibur Rahuman mentioned about time. As you know,
at any international conference, once time is given to
speak, that is it. Then, at the end of that time, the mike is
automatically switched off. If it is three minutes, at the
end of the three minutes, the mike is switched off. Then,
you cannot speak. But, that does not mean that they
curtailed the freedom of speech. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Sisira Jayakody - State Minister of Indigenous

Medicine Promotion, Rural and Ayurvedic Hospitals

Development and Community Health)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! Hon. Deputy Speaker will now take
the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. RANJITH SIYAMBALAPITIYA] took the

Chair.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next is the Hon. Govindan Karunakaram. You have
15 minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. M. Udayakumar. You
have nine minutes.
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(The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma - Minister of Power)
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THE HON. AJITH RAJAPAKSE took the Chair.
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6T[h&Gleu (1
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Q1w
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GOTHSTI  FanrTeTsrer @snETer WS @EGoSSlrsri
Quetny  Cuohmisuswr  FplUl L gl  aTTed, (0
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@bs WaHW FHEHSrsTil ThHBEaTCou ewHGICF WL L uiT.
BTG, STHGHBL bl Cupm @hm BriselGa asg
QeFiwiul Leui.  luglul e  upPl  yGuHDBlw
ellerrensnt 9 MPlEamsuilGe sTgie)Cuw @GnliiL L aisenev.
UTHTST WPHBW  HSHTHTNCWSTDTY, @)bs nEems
wGev yeui Heflds eurd@epsvd @)L bGLIH M mH&sGeussst(hLb.
Y &TTeY, jeuller eurd@epsid @)bs HynlEanasullGa (B)svemev.
ST, Ui  llFTrenenT o emesrd:@GUpallsd 6UTdELps)
weflGSTEreTnI CILITSIESST LTHIGTUL DDIFFT jeuidsT
I mHToTi. HsCeu, @)BG U HMHGSH (LPTETLIT(HISBET

STenTLIL(HSleTmenT.

Hon. Presiding Member, the million dollar question
here is, who is the mastermind behind this attack? The
Government has stated that they have identified the
ringleader, but the nation wants to know who the real
mastermind behind this attack is.
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"The men.......

That is, Noufer and two men.

........ were allegedly members of a group of ISIS supporters
that carried out terrorist attacks in Sri Lanka on Easter Day in 2019,
killing 268 people"

®® @® Bedsiesy 3e®8m0ed 28O
e¢smed®sInd - Department of Justice- sg me Di&m00&.
08 »Ogc0 e®e wewsy @D .

“The Justice Department announced today that three Sri Lankan
citizens....... "

That is, including Noufer.

....... have been charged with terrorism offences, including
conspiring to provide material support to a designated foreign
terrorist organization (ISIS). The men were part of a group of ISIS
supporters which called itself “ISIS in Sri Lanka.” That group is
responsible for the 2019 Easter attacks in the South Asian
nation of Sri Lanka, which killed 268 people, including five US
citizens, and injured over 500 others, according to a federal criminal
complaint unsealed today.”

And the Assistant Attorney General for National
Security in America states in this Report, I quote:

“ ‘Today, we charge these defendants with bearing their share of the
responsibility for these deaths. According to these charges, the
defendants were committed supporters of ISIS, recruited others to
ISIS’s violent cause, purchased materials for and made IEDs, helped
to prepare and trained others who participated in the attacks, and
murdered in the name of this deadly foreign terrorist organization.
They are in custody in Sri Lanka. We fully support the Sri Lankan
investigation and prosecution of these terrorists and will continue to
work with the authorities there to pursue our shared goal of holding
these defendants accountable for their crimes.” ”

It further states, I quote:

“The criminal case filed on December 11, 2020, in the U.S. District
Court in Los Angeles is the result of a nearly two-year investigation
by the FBI, which assisted Sri Lankan authorities in the wake of the
suicide bombings that targeted Christian churches and luxury hotels
frequented by Westerners. The defendants named in the complaint,

along with other suspects linked to the attacks, currently are
detained in Sri Lanka, where a criminal investigation is ongoing.”

957 ©gd RGBT »PY0E o wewsS O Bedsieny
0O e®ewO&.

“Mohamed Naufar, the ‘second emir’ for the group of ISIS
supporters that called itself ‘ISIS in Sri Lanka,” who allegedly led
the group’s propaganda efforts, recruited others to join ISIS, and led
a series of multi-day military-type trainings;”
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.23 p.m. until 10.00 a.m. on
Tuesday, 20th April, 2021.
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